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Paving the way to Bagram'’s stability
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Story and photo by Spc. Kelly Hunt
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: 4" Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan—An extension of therecently
completed Disney road-paving project has been put into
affect in an effort to make Bagram safer for troops sta
tioned here.

The base gym area is one spot where local contract
workers are hand- mixing cement that will belaid within
the next few days in support of this new project.

“Paving the entrance way creates amore stable, safer
walkway and driveway for soldiers and also helps with
dust control inthewarmer months,” said Capt. Eric\Wayne,
Facility Engineer Team-28.

Injuries, such as twisted ankles, were frequent near
the gym entrance due to the rocks and this was one rea-
son troops with the FET-28 were inspired to add a paved
surface in that location. In addition to injury prevention,
theroad running past the gym entrancewas ahigh traffic
areafor vehicles creating an abundance of dust.

“It'll help with the dust so it doesn’t effect the people
in the gym and just improves the quality of life for the
everyday Soldier here,” said Wayne.

“The Disney road project is complete for what the
initial scope was,” he said “This is an extension of the

pletes the process, smoothing the area right in front of the gym entrance in hopes of
makingit a safer, more stable environment for troops. Thisisjust oneway troopswith
the FET-28 aretrying to improve the quality of life at Bagram.

See PAVE, Page 4

Vets purchased freedom for America, Myers says

the Smithsonian I nstitution’s Steven F. Udvar-

Story by Jim Garamone
American Forces Press Service

DULLES INTERNATIONAL AIR-
PORT, Va —Throughout Americd shigory, vet-
erans* purchased thefreedomweenjoy today,”
Chairman of the Joint Chiefsof Staff Air Force
Gen. Richard B. Myerssaid heretoday.

Myers spoke to more than 4,000 veterans
at the" Saluteto Military Aviation Veterans’ at

Hazy Center. The sdute was part of the open-
ing ceremonies for the $311 million center, a
part of the National Air and Space Museum.
The center opensto the public on Dec. 15, just
before the centennid of the Wright brothers
flightonDec. 17.

BeforeMyerstook therastrum, theAir Force
“Airmenof Note” musica groupplayed asdlec-
tion of big band-era songs while dressed in
WorldWer [ Army Air Forcesuniforms. When

the leader of the group asked how many inthe
audience recognized the uniform, about half of
the hands went up.

Itwasagreet celebration for theWorld War
Il vets. Many of them dug out their A2 leather
flight jacketsand put them on onceagain. Many
rolled into the event in whedlchairs pushed by
their children or grandchildren.

The Airmen of Note trace their lineage to

See VETS, Page 4

English/Dari phrase of the day: Hello, how are you? - Sallam, chotor hastey
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World News (Compiled from CNN.com)

The U.S. last week said it launched its biggest
military offensive in Afghanistan sincethefall
of the Taliban.

Children found crushed to death

KABUL, Afghanistan — Six children have
been found crushed to desth by acollgpsed wall
after aU.S. assault on acompound in Afghani-
gan, theU.S. military says.

Lt. Cal. BryanHilferty said\Wednesday itwas
not clear whether the children, dong with two
adultsasokilled, died asadirect result of theraid
on Friday inthecity of Gardez.

A day later, nine children died following a
U.S.ardrikeinthecentrd Afghenvillageof Petaw,
about 100 miles (160 kilometers) southwest of
Kebul.

“After we went in there (the Gardez com-
pound), wedetermined thenext day ... thebodies
of two adultsand six children (werefound) under
acdllgpsedwal,” Hilferty ssidat BagramAir Base

“We don't know what caused the wal to
collgpse because, dthough wefired onthe com-
pound, therewere secondary and tertiary explo-
sions.”

The complex housed ahuge cache of wegp-
ons of renegade Afghan commander Mullah
Jdani, but hewasnot at thedteat thetimeof the
attack, Hifferty sad.

Severd other people were arrested after the
assault by warplanes and troops, he added, but
did not say whether the two adults killed were
combatantsor civilians

The U.S. military — which last weekend
launched “Operation Avalanche’, its biggest
operation againg militants since the fal of the
Tdiban two years ago — says it found a huge
cache of wegpons at the compound including
hidden storage compartments containing hun-
dreds of rockets, mortars, rocket-propelled gre-
nedes, anti-tank and anti-personnel mines and
severd howitzers,

Sources: Man allegedly linked
to al Qaeda cell arrested

WASHINGTON-Amanwhodlegedly has
tiestod Qaedaand hastrained initscampsisin
federd custody in Minnegpalis, Minn., law en-
forcement sources said Wednesday.

Thedetailsareunder sed becausethemanis
beinghddasamaterid withessinafederd inves-
tigation, those sources said.

One source said the man, arrested Tuesday,
has provided information about Zacarias
Moussaoui, an d Qaeda operative arrested in
Minnesotain August 2001.

Moussaoui, 35, isthe only defendant facing
trid in connectiontothe September 11, 2001, ter-
rorig atacks. Hewasindicted twoyearsagothis
month. Hefacessix charges, ind uding conspiracy
tocommit terrorismand conspiracy to useweap-
ons of mass destruction.

DavisHubb triesto resist the flu shot while his
mother Jeanieand friend Tanner Johnson hold
him in Whitefish, Mont.

Flu season comes on strong

(CNN) — Widespread outbresks have been
reportedin at least 13 sates—modtly intheWest
—but federd hedith officids say this year's flu
Season has not yet pesked — and vaccine sup-
pliesarerunning low.

“It hasn't reached what wecdll the epidemic
threshold gatus yet, in terms of deaths from in-
fluenzalikeillness” said Dr. JulieGerberding, di-
rector of the Centersfor Disease Control and Pre-
vention in Atlanta, Ga. “But we won't be sur-
prised if that happens given the pattern emerg-
ing right now.”

The season began early, with about 5 per-
cent of patients visiting the doctor or dlinic for
flu-likeillnessesat theend of November, theCDC
reported —that’ stwicethe percentage of patients

expected a thistimeof year. Only the Didrict of
Columbiaand Massachusetts have not reported
caes Theegpecidly virulent Srain of thevirus
that ispredominant thisseason wasnot included
inthisyear’sflu vaccine. Hedth officidsarein-
vestigating whether this strain might be particu-
larly harmful tokids.

Raids net dozens of insurgents

BAGHDAD, Irag—Morethan 50 U.S-led
raids across Irag have resulted in the capture of
dozens of Saddam Fedayeen and other Iraqji in-
aurgents, including those believed responsible
for anambushlast monththat killed seven Span-
ish intelligence officers, the coalition said
Wednesday.

Oneof themogt extensiveraidscameinthe
townof L utefiyah, south of Baghdad, wherepara-
troopers from the 82nd Airborne Divison and
Iraqi policecarried out Operation Panther Soueeze,
goingto 18 separatel ocationssearching for those
behind the attack on the Spanish forces.

“During the raids, 15 primary targets were
capturedwithatotal of 41 enemy personnd taken
for questioning,” agtatement fromthe 82nd Air-
bornesaid. The82nd Airborne said the actud
atackers’ were among those captured, as was
thecell leader, amanidentified asAbuAbdullah.
In addition, forces captured an Iraqj inteligence
officer, afinandier of thelragi insurgentsand doc-
tors“who treat terrorists o they can avoid treat-
ment a locd hospitals”

Brown charged with battery

ATLANTA — Singer Bobby Brown was
charged with battery Wednesday after a week-
end dtercation with his wife, Snger Whitney
Houston, inwhichhedlegedly threatenedto beet
her ass” authorities said.

Brown gppeared with his lawyer before a
judge Wednesday afternoon after meeting with
detectives and a court solicitor, said Fulton
County PoliceCpl. KurtisYoung.

He was charged with one count of battery
under Georgias domestic violence law and re-
leased. He must return to North Fulton Magis-
trate Court to answer the charge Jan. 7, accord-
ing to Fulton County Police. Videofromaloca
news gttion showed Houston and Brown &t the
court gppearance, Houston with avisible bruise
onher left cheek.



Troop rotations won’t affect
readiness, defense leaders say

Story by Donna Miles
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — Troop rotations in Irag during the next
severd monthswill createatemporary trangtiontimein Irag - but
will innoway affect U.S. readinessinIrag or anywhereeseinthe
world, Defense leaders told Pentagon reporterstoday.

Defense Secretary Dondd H. Rumsfeld acknowledged thet
moving a large percentage of the 123,000 combat-experienced
troopsfrom Iragwill cresteatemporary senseof turbulence, which
he sad “isaways undesirable”

“You lose stuationa awareness, you lose relationships, you
lose the experience,” he said. “The people going over are reedy,
but the peoplethere are experienced and redlly know their stuff.”

Ontheplussde, Rumsfdd said, unitsdeployingtolraqwill be
better configured to meet current tasks than the departing troops.

In an effort to minimize disruptions during the trangtion,
Rumsfeld said defense leaders must “ manage the trangtion very
carefully.

“Thereisgoingto havetobeoverlap,” hesad. “Wearegoing
to have to be sensitive to the fact that the knowledge that is buiilt
up there and the rdaionships have to be transferred ... in away
that is gppropriate.”

Gen. Richard Myers, chairman of the Joint Chiefsof Steff, told
reporterstherotationswill introducehugelogidtica chalengesas
well. “Inthenext four months, wearegoingto pull off alogistics
feat that will rival any inhigtory, | think, aswemoveamgor part of
theArmy,” he sad. “Wdl over the mgarity of the Army combeat
unitsand alot of the reserve component will move.”

Rumsfeld acknowledged that redepl oying troopswill “dearly
have to be recondtituted” when they return to their home bases.

Myers said defense plans account for the time required for
these forces to recondtitute themsdves and that the U.S. military
will remain fully reedy —even in the event that it iscaled to re-
spond to an additiond war or contingency beforedl troopsreturn
homefromIrag.
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Bagram Air Base

After escaping from a Huntsville prison, convict
Butch Haynes and his partner Terry Pugh kidnap

MWR presents

“A Perfect World”

1530Z at the MWR building:

ayoung boy...

Tomorrow'smovie:
“Frefox”

Local weather

TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER FORECAST:

Today Friday
Bagram: Mostly Cloudy Rain

H: 52F H: 50F

L: 28F L: 27F
Kandahar: Mostly Cloudy Mostly Cloudy

H: 57F H: 48F

L: 30F L: 27F
Kabul: Mostly Cloudy Rain

H: 50F H: 48F

L: 25F L: 27F
Uzbekistan:  Snhow Show

H: 40F H: 39F

L: 28F L: 28F

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team
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PAVE, from Page 1

basic Disney road paving project; since the contractor is here, we're
utilizing the opportunity to improve Bagram, making it alittle more
enjoyable for everybody.”

In addition to the gym location, other high traffic areas such as
the Dragon DFAC, will also be touched by this extension and are
expected to be completed by the end of December, said Wayne.

By the end of January, troops should see construction moving
past the North DFAC, he added.

“That'swherethe new DFAC isgoing up; theold tent DFAC will
come down and there’s plans to make that the northern MWR (Mo-
rale, Welfare and Recreation) area (with) agym (and) ashopette,” said
Wayne.

The new northern addition ideawas born to make MWR fecilities
moreessily bletotroopsliving onthefar north areaof baseand
totaketheload off themain PX, said Saff Sgt. Jm Bagnell, FET-28.

Another modification that will be completed within the coming
monthsisadistinct barrier between thewa kway and theroad that will
providevisibility at night.

“What we're trying to do is create a safe walkway for Soldiers,
especially as you head north, but because of the force protection

requirements of the Hescos, there' snot really awa kway there (which
is) why we paved the shoulder up towards the north DFAC,” said
Wayne. “What we'll do is put in posts that are reflective at night to
create abarrier (between) vehiclesand pedestrians (providing) asafer
walkway during the evening hours.

“WE re adding safety features,” Wayne simply said.

The team is trying to get as much construction in as possible
before the bad weather hits, said Bagnell. “Get Soldiers under hard
roofs, get the roadways in, get some administration buildings and
warehouses built.”

The six-person team out of the Pittsburgh, Pa., isunder the direc-
tion of team leader Mg. James Bigley, Department of Public Works
Director. Bigley, better known as the landlord of Bagram Air Field,
leadsthe crew in completing it’'s one main mission on base; being the
master planner and devel oper for the base whileretaining responsibil-
ity for al facilities, devel opment and planning.

“FET-28's goa here isto make it dightly better for any soldier
that's here,” said Wayne. “It's ateam effort; we work asateam.”

Bagnell creditsthe group’steamwork asthe reason for FET-28's
successin Bagram.

“1 think that is the key to our success as ateam; we work really
good together,” he said. “Everybody helps everybody.”

VETS, from Page 1

GlennMiller’sband. Miller wasoneof thefore-
most big-band leaders of the 1930s and 1940s
and led the Army Air Forces Band in England
duringthewar. Whenthegroup struck up Glenn
Miller’sversion of “ American Petral,” the vets
cheered. One World War 11 vet leaned over to
his grandson and said, “We logt Glenn Miller
over the English Channdl.”

These veterans understand the meaning of
sacrificingfor freedom. “Without (theveterans')
sacrifices, theworld would beamuch different
placetoday —amuch poorer place,” Myerssaid
during his remarks. “For a century Americas
aviation veteranshavebravely explored and ex-
panded thelimitsof air power.”

Myers sad that dl members of the armed
forcestoday continuethat legacy. Thechairman
sad that the longest flight the Wright Brothers
took on Dec. 17, 1903—an 852- foot, 59-second
hop — would esslly fit indde the Udvar-Hazy
Center. “That short flight launched awhole new
era” Myerssad. “ And soon after brave military
pioneerswith bold visonsof what avigtioncould
dotoprotect Americamadethar mark onhigtory.
They madeAmericanairpower themost innova
tive and repected in the world today.”

Myers traced the higtory of military avia-
tiongartingin 1908 withArmy 1<t Lt. Thomas
Sdifridge becoming thefirst military pilot. The

lieutenant became the firgt fatdity, too, when
theWright Hlyer crashed & Fort Myer, Va

Two years later, Navy Lt. Eugene Ely be-
came the first man to pilot a plane off a ship,
beginning carrier aviation.

Myers spoke of theairmen who took to the
skiesinborrowed French Nieuportsand SPADs
during World War |, and American air aces
whose names still resound today - Capt. Eddie
Rickenbacker and Lt. Frank Luke. Hetalked of
Army Brig. Gen. Billy Mitchell and hisinds-
tence that airpower could defend America's
coasts. He spoke of the countless innovations
madeby military aviatorsinthe1920sand 1930.

He spoke of the coming of age of strategic
bombing during World War Il and the thou-
sand plane raids on Germany and Japan. He
spokeof thecoming of ageof carrier aviationin
thewar againgt Japan. And he spokeof the B-29
Superfortress Enola Gay — now on display at
the center —and itshistoric rolein dropping the
first atomic bomb.

Myerssaid the Cold War continued Ameri-
caninnovation. Hespokeof theBerlinairlift—a
battleagainst the Sovietswon soldly by airpower
—and of American pilots facing the enemy in
MiGAlley over Korea.

He spoke of the development of the hdli-
copter and of X- planesbreaking the sound bar-
rier and speed records. He spoke of the strate-
gic triad of bombers, ICBMs and submarine-

launched missiles that kept the peace during
the long confrontation with the Soviet Union.

InAmerica sfirgt post-Cold War confronta-
tion, Americanairpower hel ped liberate Kuwait.
“And of course, snce9- 11, American aviators
have helped secure our skies and turn the tide
againgt organized terrorists across the globe,”
Myerssaid. “In Operation Enduring Freedom,
...American Specid

Forces embedded with 12th century-style
indigenous cavalry (directed) 20" century air-
planes where to drop 21st century satellite
bombs.”

“Today the U.S. military’stradition of inno-
vetion and adventure, gutsand vision, endures”
Myerssaid. “ Soon anew generation of aviation
veteranswill fly remotely piloted vehidles, hyper-
sonic craft with scramjet enginesand aircraft or
Spacecraft thingswe can't even imagine now.”

This is the progress military aviation has
made, thegenera said. Hepointed tothe F-35B
Joint Strike Fighter on display in the museum
andtold theveteransthat the JISFisan example
of thetype of craft the next generation will fly.
“We ve comefromtheWright Flyer tothisair-
plane before us” Myers said. “From canvas
and hope, to stedlth and alittle magic. Andit's
all because brave American military aviators,
Americanswhoriskedther lifeandlimb, dipped
the surly bonds of Earth risking al to keep
Americafree”



NEW YORK - Lute
Olson and Hassan Adams
made Arizona's latest win
sound so simple.

“Defensively, | think we
created more problems for
them than they created for
us,” Olson said after his
ninth-ranked Wildcats beat
No. 6 Texas 91-83 Tuesday
nightintheJimmy V Classic.

Adamshad acareer-high
30 points so you would think
he would be able to shed
somelight on his best offen-
sivegame.

“1 just went out there and played my game. The shots came to
meand | took themin rhythm,” hesaid. “1 wasfeeling it today and |
was ready to play.”

Andrelguodalahad atriple-double with 13 points, 13 rebounds
and 10 assistsin the win that kept Arizona unbeaten in nine games
in Madison Square Garden under Olson.

TheWildcats (3-1) won the Preseason NIT in 1990, ‘95 and 99
under Olson at the Garden and also won the Coaches vs. Cancer
Classictherein 2001.

“Qur guys came out just right, they weren’t too tense and that’s
theway they handleabig game against abigteaminabuilding like
Madison Square Garden,” Olson said.

Andrelguodalahadatriple-doublewith
13 paints, 13 reboundsand 10 assists.

White named AP Player of the Year

NORM AN, Okla. —Oklahomaquarterback Jason White capped
hisreturn from two serious kneeinjuries by being honored Wednes-
day as The Associated Press College Player of the Year.

White emerged asthe nation’stop-rated passer, leading thethird-
ranked Sooners to an undefeated regular season and a berth in the
Bowl Championship Seriestitle game.

“The last two years, I’ve had a lot of time to grow up,” said
White, who was the Big 12 offensive player of the year. “These
awards mean more to the team than to any individual. It just shows
what kind of agreat year that we' ve all had.”

White, one of the leading contenders for the Heisman Trophy,
received 27 votes in balloting by 56 members of the AP college
football poll board, which includes representatives of newspapers,
TV and radio stations. Pittsburgh wide receiver Larry Fitzgerald
finished second with 19 votes.
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ATLANTA — The
Atlanta Falcons on
Wednesday announced
that head coach Dan
Reeves has been re-
leased from his con-
tract effective immedi-
ately.

“[Tuesday], | ad-
vised Dan that we've
decided to bring in a
new head coach begin-
ning in the 2004
season,” Falcons
owner Arthur Blank
said. “Dan asked to be
released from his posi-
tion immediately and
we agreed to do so, even though our desire was for him to stay on
through the rest of the season.”

“We want to begin the process of searching for a new head
coach in athorough and honest manner,” said Blank. “In order to
do so, and as Dan and | previously discussed, | wanted to let him
know of our decision first.

“This conversation also puts the club in a position to operate
in an open and honest environment during the final weeks of the
season, and to proceed with our plans for the future.”

Falcons defensive coordinator Wade Phillips, in his second
season with the team, was named interim head coach for the re-
mai ning three games of the season.

Dan Reeves

Coach axed after slumping team loses

PHOENI X —Frank Johnson was fired on Wednesday as coach
of the Phoenix Suns, ayoung team with high expectationsthat is
off to an 8-13 start and haslost six of its last seven games.

The Suns promoted |ead assistant Mike D’ Antoni, astar player
and highly successful coach in Italy who coached the Denver
Nuggets in the lockout-shortened 1998-99 season.

“There's been something amiss all year, in my opinion,” Suns
owner Jerry Colangelo said. “ The more | saw on the floor, the more
| disliked what | saw asiit related to body language, communica-
tion or lack of same.”

D’ Antoni, under contract through next season, promised to
immediately try to boost the tempo, beginning with the next game
Thursday night at home against New Orleans.



Page 6 < Freedom Watch < December 11, 2003

Afghanistan Hot Topics

More terror attacks expected when

Afghan assembly meets Saturday

By PamelaCongable

KABUL, Afghanistan (Washington Post) —Doing their best tomarch
instep, 2,000 soldiersand former militiafightersparaded past areviewing
stand yesterday after turning in their weapons and listening to speeches
about beginning a new civilian life and contributing to their country’s
recongtruction.

But the ceremony at aNational Guard base, designed to highlight a
critica, long-awaited stepinthedemilitarization of thisstruggling nation,
occurred as U.S. military and civilian officidsin the region warned that
they expect further terrorist attacks asanationa congtitutional assembly
gets underway thisweek. The meeting, known asaloyayjirga, is sched-
uled to open Saturday.

“Afghans are determined to have the loyajirga, but | anticipatein-
creasad effortsby [extremid] forcestodisruptit,” U.S. Ambassador Zdmay
Khalilzad told journalists yesterday. Attacks may also take place along
the highway from Kabul to Kandahar, whichisbeing rebuilt largely with
U.S. funds, he added. “We want to take the offensve againg them, to
takethewar tothem.”

Thisweek, U.S-ledforceslaunched alargemilitary operationinesdt-
ern Afghanistan near the Pakistani border, where revived Taliban forces
and other antigovernment insurgents have been active. Officids have
given few details on the operation, other than to say it involves about
2,000 troops, some of whom were flown by helicopter into Khost Prov-
ince near the border.

AU.S. ar assault Saturday aimed at killing asuspected Talibanterror-
iginavillagein Ghazni Provincemistakenly killed ninechildren, drawing
sharpcriticdamfromUN offidds BothKhdilzadandaU.S. military ookes:
man acknowledged yesterday that the attack may have missed itsin-
tended target, whom U.S. officidsinitidly reported killed.

KhdilzadsadU.S military investigatorsareactingwith*’ aclear sense
of urgency” to determine what went wrong in theraid. Lt. Col. Bryan
Hilferty, the U.S. military spokesman at Bagram air base, atributed the
children’sdesthsto the*’fog and friction of war.”

Karzai seeks accord on constitution

KABUL, Afghanistan (Reuters) —Afghan President Hamid Karzai ap-
ped ed to dd egatesto thisweekend' sLoyaJdrgatoreach aquick agreement
on anew condtitution with astrong presidency to guide the country toits
firgt dectionsnext year.

Speskingtoreportersa hisheavily fortified presidentia palaceinKabul
Wednesday, Karzai dso repested that he would not stand in future elec-
tionsif theLoyaJdirga, or grand assembly, opted for aprimeminister aswell
as a president. A draft congtitution will be presented to delegates a the
mesting starting in Kabul Saturday. It calls for a strong presidency with
powers critics say border onthe dictatorid.

(Compiled by CIJTF-180 Public Affairs)

“In countries where there are no strong indtitutions, where the rem-
nants of conflict are il there, we need a sysem with one centrdity, not
many centersof power,” Karza said.

“My wishfromLoyaJrgarepresentativesisthat they work for netiond
unity, thenationa benefit, and establish aconsolidated nationa governing
regime and stable conditionsin the country.”

Hepointedtotheexampleof Sri Lanka, acountry experiencing afeud
between the president and primeminister.

TheJamiat-e-|dami faction of powerful DefenseMinigter Mohammad
QasmFahim, arivd of Karza, iskeentoseeaprimeministerid sysemwith
Fahiminthe pogt. Karzai said hewould not stand for eection if therewas
such asysem.

“Someone in your shop called
and said they had a broken E9 or
something.”

kevin_kilgore@hotmail.com

Laugh Support

By Kevin Kilgore




