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Postal Co. simplifies holiday shipping

Story and photos by Spc. Kelly Hunt
4" Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan — The Christmas season is
quickly approaching and postal personnel on base are do-
ing their best to ensure that troops packages make it back
to the states in time for the holiday.

Thanksgiving isnearing on the radar and personnel are
gearing up for the hectic holiday shipping season with in-
creased hours and extended service in hopes of making
this holiday season asmooth extension of daily operations.

“We've extended the hours (of the post office) on
Wednesdays,” said 1% Lt. Darrick Wesson, 300" Adjutant
Genera Postal Company commander. “\We' rea so going to
take over thetransient housing building immediately in front
SO we can inspect packages in there (to) keep the flow of
personnel through the office alittle faster.”

Beginning Nov. 13, officehoursin Bagramwill beMon-
day through Sunday 0900L to 1800L/0430Z to 1330Z. The
post office hours in Kandahar are extended as well, open
Monday through Saturday 0830L to 2030L/0400Z to 0730Z
and Sunday 0830L to 1200L/0400Z to 0730Z.

To ensure that packages reach the states in time for
Christmas, troops are encouraged to “abide by the dates
that are recommended and get the packages out prior to
those dates,” said Wesson.

Giftsshould be sent prior to Nov. 13 for space available
packages and by Dec. 4 for priority parcels and first class
letters.

See X-MAS, Page 3

Spc. Corey Stockert, right, and Pfc. Richard Rife, both with the 213th Area Support
Group, work together to get mail out to thetroops.

Bulldogs to replace the Panthers in AEF change

Story and photo by Staff Sgt. Russell Wicke
455thEOG PublicAffars

blue glow stick held by their leading guide. M will set theoverd| tonebased ontheir num-
Directly totheeastisaminefield. Beyondthat, bers.
the enemy waitson all sides. The 354th EFS Bulldogs will replace the

Throughout thenext few weeksmany more 81t Expeditionary Fighter Squadron Panthers,
BAGRAM, Afghanisan—It'sdark outside.  will comeinthisfashion. Theairmencometo  outof SpangdahlemAir Base, Germany, asAEF
Evenartificid lightsareforbiddenhereat night.  relieve other airmen in the war on terrorism.  Silver replacesAEF Blue.
Inasinglefileline, about 20airmenmaketheir  They arepart of Air Expeditionary Force Silver “Thebiggest challengewiththisisto have
way fromthebelly of aC-130 Herculesonthe  and the 354th Expeditionary Fighter Squadron
flightline. They follow theonly visblemark: a  out of Davis-MonthanAir ForceBase, Ariz.D- — — See CHANGE, Page 3
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A U.S. Humvee patrols near Baghdad's' Green
Zon€ after Tuesday’sattack.

4 wounded in Baghdad blasts

BAGHDAD, Irag—Four Codlition Provi-
sional Authority personnel were wounded
Tuesday night when three large explosions
shook central Baghdad, the Pentagon said.

Projectiles landed in the heavily secure
“Green Zone” that includes aformer palace
of ousted leader Saddam Hussein where the
U.S. occupation headquarters are situated.
The projectiles did not land on palace
grounds, officials said.

One of the wounded was treated at the
siteand three weretaken to the 28th Combat
Support Hospital, theofficialssaid. The Pen-
tagon did not say whether the casualties
weremilitary or civilian.

Explosions were heard at the Palestine
and Al-Rashid hotels, where many journal-
ists stay. The latter wastargeted in an Octo-
ber 26 rocket attack that killed aU.S. Army
officer.

Threerockets or mortar roundshit inthe
sameareaMonday night, acoalition spokes-
man said. No damage or injuries were re-
ported.

Oneround hit acamp of the2nd Armored
Cavalry Regiment and two others struck ar-
eas near central Baghdad, according to the
Coalition Provisional Authority.

President Bush, traveling in California,
said the wave of attacks on U.S. troops do
not mean that Baghdad is becoming amili-
tary battlefield.

“ Saddam loyalists, thetorturersand mur-
derers and thugs that used to benefit from
Saddam Hussein’s regime, are some of the
ones creating the havoc, trying to create the
conditions so that weleave, testing our will,”
Bush said.

Real | RA graffiti in Belfast

Seven Real IRA suspects held

PARIS — Police have arrested seven
peoplein northwestern France and the Re-
public of Ireland on suspicion of support-
ing the Irish militant group the Real IRA.

A French police spokeswoman said five
French nationals, whose names were not
released, were arrested in Brittany and
Normandy in the early hours of Tuesday.

Police found aweapons cache, includ-
ing two submachine guns, one automatic
gun and ammunition.

The five had no criminal records,
Reuters quoted the Paris prosecutor’s of -
fice as saying.

“We suspect they were creating a lo-
gistical support network to the Real IRA,”
apoliceofficial told CNN.

Also Tuesday, police in Dublin, the
capital of the Irish Republic, said they ar-
rested two men in their mid-20s for sus-
pected involvement with the people ar-
rested in France.

The two suspects, who weren't pub-
licly identified, could be questioned by de-
tectives for up to three days before being
charged or released.

The Garda Siochana, Ireland’s national
police force, said the seven arrests re-
sulted from a joint operation between its
Special Detective Unit in Dublin, French
police and other European authorities.

In France, apreliminary inquiry into the
Real IRA was opened in August by the
anti-terrorist division of the Paris
prosecutor’s office following a tip from
Britishintelligence agents, police said.

French anti-terrorism police, intelli-
gence agents and counterintelligence ser-
vices took part in Tuesday’s operation.

Laci Peterson was reported missing December
24; her hushand, Scott, has pleaded innocent to
charges of killing her and their unborn son.

Detective quizzed by lawyer

MODESTO, Calif.—A lawyer for Scott
Peterson on Tuesday cross-examined one
of the first police officials to interview
Peterson after hiswife wasreported miss-
ing.

The cross-examination by defense attor-
ney Kirk McAllister camein an abbreviated
session of Peterson’s preliminary hearing.
L ead defense attorney Mark Geragoswasin
court in Los Angeles on another case.

Detective Jon Evers interviewed
Peterson on Dec. 24 last year, the day
Peterson’s wife was reported missing by
her family.

Everstestified he was told by another
law enforcement official that although
Peterson said he was fishing in the San
Francisco Bay that day, he could not
specify the kind of fish he hoped to catch.

Peterson is charged with killing his
pregnant wife, Laci, 27, and their unborn
son. Their bodies washed up from San
Francisco Bay in April.

Peterson, a 31-year-old former fertil-
izer salesman, has proclaimed his inno-
cence. Prosecutors have said they would
seek the death penalty if heis convicted.

Evers said that when he went to the
Peterson home on Christmas Eve, he no-
ticed a mop and bucket outside the fam-
ily room door.

He said he also saw that the rug in
front of the door on the inside was
crushed up against the door, although he
did not include that detail in his report.



Sgt. Diane Lucas, 213th Area Support Group, sorts through boxes to
ensurethat thetroops mail get to the proper destinations.
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a seamless trangition without mission degra-
dation,” said Lt. Col. Richard Johnson, 455th
Expeditionary Operations Group deputy com-
mander. “The transtion should be complete
by mid-November.” Johnson isan A-10 pilot
deployed from Spangdahlem.

Because thisis an Army installation, air-
men are the minority. Although the Air Force
hasmultiplerespongbilitieshere, themainmis-
sionisproviding closeair support for soldiers,
whichisairpower support in closeproximity of
friendly ground forces. At Bagram Air Base,
this responsbility lies with the capable A-10
Thunderbolt I aircraft.

“The mgority of the personnd here with
the EOG are of thefighter squadron,” said Cal.
Thomas Groznik, 455th EOG commander de-
ployed from Spangdahlem. “Because of this,
theEOGwill reflect theimageof thefighter squad-
ron here, which will soon bethe Bulldogs.”

Theairmenarriving from D-M arefinding
the living conditions to be much higher than
expected.

“1 thought we were going to be degping
on cots in tents without air conditioning or
heat,” said Master Sgt. Allan Kuntz, 455th EOG
first sergeant deployed from D-M. “Instead,
what | found was people moving into timber
hutsand deeping on beds. | wasalso surprised
tofindwe had hot water for showersand wash-
ing machines.”

But despite the living comforts available
here, the enemy threst is high and the ground

forcesareredeemed often by the
A-10s.

“Therootsof the Global war
onTerrorismareright hereinAf-
ghanistan,” said Johnson. “This
isarea misson. We see results
every day.”

Johnson, who has dropped
iron on several occasionsduring
this deployment, said the grav-
ity of killing in mass numbers
must be approached without sen-
timent.

“In the moment of engage-
ment you have to focus on sev-
era thingsat once,” hesaid. “The
emotion hasto be put to the side
when you're employing weap-
ons. | know people die when |
drop munitions. But it's the en-
emy who dies, and that prevents
the death of friendly forces.”

The airmen serving here al
contribute to the fina business
of dropping bombs. Although
not everyone ventures outside
thewireinto enemy territory, all
forcesherearedtill vulnerableto
incoming rockets. Becauseof this
threet, bunkersfortified with sev-

eral layersof sandbagsarefound at every turn.
Themilitary remainsonhighalertat al times.
Although it's a dangerous business, it is
necessary for the Air force to be here. Opera-
tion Enduring Freedom would not be a suc-
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If sent by these dates, packages should reach their destination
in time for the holiday, as long as troops make sure that they not
sending any gifts that are on the contraband list.

“lllegal contraband is posted up on the wall of the post office
(and) includes guns, knives (and) anything flammable,” said Wesson.
“Those items could hold up your package.”

Another stuation that could Sow down package delivery timeis
wrapped gifts. To ensure asmooth flow of traffic, postal personnel ask
troops not to wrap packages before they are approved for shipping.

“You haveto have them inspected prior to wrapping them,” said
Wesson. After inspection, troops are free to wrap their gifts before
sending them home for the holiday.

For more information on holiday shipping and questions on
illegal contraband, contact the Bagram Post Office at (318)231-4602
or theKandahar Post Officeat 841-1117 or 582-0758.

L |

Tech. Sgt. Duren Dunkelberger, 455th Expeditionary Operations
Group, ingpects30mm ammunition roundsfor defectsand damage
beforethey areloaded on an A-10 Thunderbolt 11 for combat here.

cesswithout airpower said Groznik.

“ AEF Blueand the Panthersset ahigh stan-
dard,” hesaid. “| haveno doubt that AEF Silver
and the Bulldogs and will raisethat bar. That's
just our military nature. We' recompetitive.”
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ANA begins literacy classes

Thanks to new classes, designed to teach Afghan National
Army (ANA) soldierstoimprovether reading, writing and com-
munication ahilities membersof theANA arereeching new levels
of understanding. Fivedaysaweek, ANA soldiersareabletotake
ingtruction on Dari literacy either a theloca German high school
or Pol-e-Charkhi High Schoal.

The course is separated into three levels of training: begin-
ning, intermediateand advanced. “Without knowing how toreed,
they areliketheblind,” said one of the ten ingtructorswho teach
the classes. “This program helps them see” The courses are
growing weekly, and through these courses, soldiersareregping
the bendfits. “My qudity of life hasimproved immensdy,” said
Sgt. Mohammed Afzd, aninfantry squad leeder for the 1¥ Com-
pany, 1% Kandak. “ My courseishel ping meto communicatebetter
professondly with my leeders and soldiers, and in my persond
life. Itisnow possiblefor metowrite better lettershome.”

Aswriting isimportant to the soldier who fedsit’simportant
tokeep hisfamily informed, readingisimportant for theleader who
likesto kegpshissoldiersinformed. “Clearly thiscoursehedpsto
preparesoldiersfor leadership positions,” said Capt. Ahmedullah,
company commander for 1% Co., 18 Kandak. “A soldier must be
ableto read, so he can know the rules and regulations that apply
tohisjob.”

Inthetwo monthsascomparny commander, Ahmadullah, who
attends the classes to support the soldiers efforts to improve
upon themsdves, sees the dass is making a difference in his
soldiersandtheway they’ reperforming. “Inour job, aswithmost
jobs, communicatingwith oneancther isextremely importart. In-
creasing our knowledge ishdping usto problem solve, whichin
turn, leedsto further opportunities.

Thevaueof thisclassisirreplacegble. Without theANA, we
would never have had this opportunity,” said Subhanullah
Durakhshan, another of Ahmadullah's soldiers.

Through dasses such as these, the ANA congantly grives
to increase the professondism of the Army as it continues to
grow in order to provide for the security of Afghanistan.

(Information is provided by Spc. Douglas DeMaio,
OMC-A)

Bagram Air Base
MWR presents

L Dumb & Dumba‘” ne rl.l'|l'|. 1Y sAmIELE
15307 at the MWR building:
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The cross-country adventures of two good-
hearted but incredibly stupid friends.

Tomorrow’smovie “2 Fast, 2 Furious’

Llocal weather

TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER FORECAST:

Today Thursday
Bagram: Dusty Dusty

H: 48F H: 48F

L: 21F L: 21F
Kandahar: Dusty Dusty

H: 82F H: 79F

L: 50F L: 46F
Kabul: Partly Cloudy Partly Cloudy

H: 55F H: 54F

L: 21F L: 21F
Uzbekistan:  Rain Rain

H: 50F H: 43F

L: 38F L: 33F

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team
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DENVER — The New En-
gland Patriotsovercametheirin-
jurieswith ahealthy quarterback
and a coach who made one of
the shrewdest calls of the NFL
season.

TheDenver Broncos, equaly
banged up, couldn’t overcome
their problems.

Tom Brady threw an 18-yard
touchdown pass to David Giv-
ens with 30 seconds left Mon-
day night to give the Petriots a
30-26 win over the Broncosand
their fifth straight victory.

It came after coach Bill
Bedlichick’scal for addiberatesafety with histeam, trailing 24-23, backed
up ontheir own 1 onfourth downwith 2:49 [ft.

Thesafety made Denver’slead 26-23, but it gave New England punt-
ingroomand KenWalter’ sfreekick put the Broncosback totheir own 15.
The Broncos went three and out and New England had to drive just 58
yardsafter getting the ball back with 2:15 | eft after using two timeouts

“I think that wasthebest cdll of thegame,” Givenssaid. “ Our coaches
knew that we have agrest field-god kicker. The offensewasmoving the
bal dl gameand either wewere going to get three and go to overtime or
score a touchdown.”.

Bédichick, whotook anintentiona safety ina28-19win herein 2000,
said hetook the safety because he figured he' d lose any chance at good
fidd positionif he punted from the end zone.

“Wewere hoping to get theball back in decent field podition and till
have sometimeto et least try for afied god totieit,” hesaid.

[tworked.

Brady, who completed 20 of 35 for 350 yards, drove New England
downthefield easly, hitting Kevin Faulk for 16 yardsontheplay before
the TD. On the touchdown, Givensbest Deltha O’ Nedl, whose 57-yard
touchdown return late in the third quarter gave the Broncos alead they
didn’t surrender until thefinal minute.

Both teams entered the game with dl sorts of injuries. Denver (5-4)
waswithout two starting linebackers, anditsstarting left tackleaswell as
Ed McCdffrey, thethird widereceiver.

Danny Kanell, Denver’s third-string quarterback, was making his
second gtraight start because of injuries to Jake Plummer and Steve
Beuerlein. And kicker Jason Elam pulled agroin muscleduring thegame,
the Broncos' third straight loss.

The Patriots (7-2) had started 40 different playersin their first seven
gamesand added defensivetackle Richard Seymour, having aPro Bow!
season, totheir injury list just beforethe gamewith aleg injury.

TomBrady drovethePatriots58yardsin
1:45for thegame-winning touchdown.
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Coalition Sports Zone

(Compiled from Sl .com)

Nine AL Gold Glove winners announced

" NEW YORK —Seditle
outfidderslchiro Suzuki and
MikeCameronandMainas
infielders Bret Boone and
John Olerud won AL Gold
Gloves on Tuesday.

All nine winners had
previoudy earned the honor
forfiddingexcdlence There
were seven repeat winners
from last season — New
York Yankees pitcher Mike
Mussina and Cameron re-
joined thelist thisyear.

Texas shortstop Alex
Rodriguez, Oakland third
baseman Eric Chavez, Min-
nesotaoutfieder Torii Hunter
andAnaheim caicher Bengie

Ichirowon histhird awardin asmany years.

Molinadso were chosen.

A-Rod won for the second straight season. Last year, he broke Omar
Vizqud’sstring of nineconsecutive Gold Gloves.

“I worked very, very hard,” Rodriguez said, “toback it up thisyear with
my second one.”

Dennehy’s father says Dotson is innocent

FORT WORTH, Texas — An attorney for the father of dlain
Baylor University basketball player Patrick Dennehy says his in-
vestigation shows that Dennehy was killed by someone other than
Carlton Dotson, the former player charged in the crime.

“Itisour belief, based on our investigation, that Dotson isinno-
cent,” Daniel Cartwright told the Fort Worth Sar-Telegram.

Cartwright is one of two Houston-based attorneys representing
Dennehy’sfather, Patrick Dennehy Sr., who livesin Tacoma, Wash.,
in hislawsuit against former Baylor coach Dave Bliss and others.

Thelawsuit wasfiled Aug. 22 in Houston. A hearing was sched-
uled for Monday to deal with motions by the defendants seeking to
transfer the lawsuit to Waco.

“There are certain people at Baylor who know that, and they
have been working very hard to cover that up, according to our
investigation,” Cartwright said.

Noley Bice, Baylor’'s general counsel, said Cartwright’s state-
ments do not merit a response because they do not include details
or named sources.

Cartwright declined to reveal the evidence or identify potential
suspects, saying he does not want to scare off witnesses who will
be asked to provide depositions for the lawsuit.
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Afghanistan Hot Topics

More soldiers bound for Afghanistan

(Aftenposten) — Norway's codlition government has support in par-
liament to sent around 200 soldiers from the country’s famed Tdlemark
Battalion to Afghanistan. Their mission will be to protect the country’s
interim governmen.

Krigtin Krohn Devold is sending troops to Afghanistan just three
weeksafter NATO asked for them.

DefenseMinigter Krigtin Krohn Devold said thetroopswill besentin
response to arequest that NATO boss Lord Robertson made at the last
minigteria meetingin Colorado Springsin October. Shesaid she' spleased
Norway could react quickly to NATO'sneed for reinforcements.

“Weunderstand that thiswill beademanding and risky assgnment,”
Krohn Devold saidinaprepared statement Tuesday. “Wewill emphasize
the best possible security measures for the force we send.”

TheTelemark unitisexpectedto beready totravel to Afghanistan by
theend of thismonth, and will remain thereuntil next summer.

They will be atached to the government leaders now in the process
of writing anew constitution for the war-torn country.

U.S. Afghan emergency aid welcomed

By Sanjoy Mgumder

(BBC) — The Afghan Government has welcomed an emergency ad
package for the country passed by the U.S. Senate.

It saysthat it would like to see this commitment every year, and from
other internationa donors. The U.S. Senate has gpproved over $12 billion

(Compiled by CIJTF-180 Public Affairs)

Pakistan troops kill two in shootout

WANA, Pakistan (Reuters) —Pakigtani troopskilled two unidentified
foreignersinashootout inatriba region closetotheAfghan border, where
last month eight suspected d Qaeda and Tdiban guerrillas were killed,
officids said on Tuesday.

The gunbettle erupted on Monday after three foreigners, whoseiden-
tity could not be established, opened fire when stopped by a Pakigtani
army patrol in Angor Addaborder town.

“Two of themwerekilled when our troopsreturnedfire, whilethethird
onefledtoAfghanistan,” alocd administration officid, RehmatullahWeazir,
told Reuters. “They are not Pakigtanis. They camefrom Afghanistan.”

Hesadavideo cameraand anassault riflewered sorecovered fromthe
possession of the dain men.

He said there was no casudties on Pekistani Sde.

Eight suspected d Qaeda and Taliban guerrillas were killed and 18
otherswerearrestedinaraid by Pakigtani troopslast monthinAngor Adda
that liesacrossthe border fromasmal U.S. base a Shkinin Afghanistan.

A Pakigani minigter said twoimportant membersof OsamabinLaden's
a Qaeda group, including one with a bounty on his head, were amnong
thosekilled inthat operation.

Pakigan, akey dly in the U.S--led war on terror, has deployed thou-
sands of troops dong its 2,450-km (1,520-miles) long and porous border,
hunting remnants of the ousted Afghan Taiban regime and the d Qaeda
network it sheltered. It saysit has arrested more than 500 d Qaeda and
other militantsin the past two years.

for Afghanistan, but critics say the money will not meet the country’s
security and humanitarian needs.

Afghanistan badly needs funds to creete jobs and build its shat-
tered infrastructure, and only a quarter of previoudy pledged aid has
actually been ddlivered.

Afghan Foreign Ministry spokesman Omar Samaad told the BBC
that theAmerican aid packagewaswe comeandtimely.

“We hope that this assistance will continue until Afghanistan can
0et back on its own fest,” he said. “However, Afghanisan needs a
multi-year commitment not only fromthe United Statesbut aso Europe,
AsaandtheMiddle Eagt.”

The U.S. Senate gpproved the aid package on Monday, the same
day that anew draft condtitutionwasunveiled, setting out Afghanistan’s
new political sysem- anldamicrepublicwiththe president asitshead.

Thebulk of the U.S. package will go towards strengthening secu-
rity. That will bewd come, withamog daily attackson coditionforcesin
the south blamed on the Tdiban, and factiond fighting in the north.

But criticssay the $1.2 hillion offered asdevel opment aid isafrac-
tion of the country’s reconstruction and humanitarian needs.

“Recongtruction and job security can only be created through sta
bility, disarmament of militiasand an effectivegovernment apparatus,”
Vikram Parekh of the non-governmenta organization, theInternationa

“Give me five bucks, and I'll get you the
answers to the test.”
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CrigsGroup, said.

kevin_kilgore@hotmail.com By Kevin Kilgore

Laugh Support




