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D-M warriors fight war against terrorism

Airman 1st Class Joseph Gumienny, 455th Expeditionary Fighter Squadron A-10 crew chief

Story and photo by
Tech. Sgt. Brian Davidson
455th Expeditionary Operations Group

BAGRAM, Afghanistan—Asmost Ameri-
canslook forward to spending thecoming holi-
dayswithloved ones, many armenfrom Davis-
MonthanAir ForceBase, Ariz., aredeployingto
remote, desolate areas around theworld tojoin
coditionforcesinfightingthewar onterroriam.

Davis-Monthan pilots, maintainersand sup-
port personnel have trained long and hard in
preparation for the November Air and Space
Expeditionary Force Silver rotation. During the
past year, aseriesof Operationd ReadinessEx-
ercises at home have kept the airmen ready to

from Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Ariz, ensuresthe A-10 Thunderbolt I | isready for takeoff

Monday at the end of runway.

CA hits the frontlines of

Story and photo by Sgt. Greg Heath
4" Public Affairs Detachment

NURISTAN PROVINCE,Afghanistan—Army civil affairsunitsin
Afghanistan are most commonly known for their rolesin the distribu-
tion of humanitarian aid and hel ping facilitate variousrebuil ding projects
throughout the country, but for somecivil affairs Soldiers, their calling
takesthemto thefront lines of the War on Terrorism, working on com-
bat operations with the infantrymen.

Recently, During Operation Mountain Resolve, Civil Affairs Spe-
ciaist Spe. Nick Bernson, 486th Civil AffairsBattalion, helped lift some
of the burden from the infantrymen’s backs, literally, when he helped
one of the units obtain donkeys from locals to help them carry heavy
equipment during ademanding climb up amountain.

According to Capt. Toby Moore, Company B commander, 2™ Bn.,
22 | nfantry Regiment, having civil affairsresourcesto draw fromdur-
ing acombat missionisagreat help to hisunit.

“His help was invaluable in helping us obtain the donkeys and
local help,” said Moore. “It helped contribute immeasurably to the

See FIGHT, Page 3
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During Operation Mountain Resolve, civil affairswasableto help lighten the
load of 10th Mtn. Div. soldiersby acquiring donkeysfrom a nearby village.

success of the mission; they are agreat interface with the population.”
One of the functions of civil affairs while attached with combat
troopsisto help the commander obtain whatever he might need from

See COMBAT, Page 4
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World Ne WS (Compiled from CNN.com)
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AU.S. Army Soldier sandsnexttoan M1 Abrams
tank during a patrol in Baghdad Monday.

Two U.S. Soldiers killed in Iraq

BAGHDAD, Iraqg—Two U.S. soldiersanda
cvilianwerekilledand at least two soldierswere
wounded Monday in two incidents near Balad,
north of Baghdad, thecodlition’spressofficesad.

Thesoldiersweremembersof the4th Infan-
try Divison, whichisleadingwhat wasdescribed
asamassveoffensveagangtinsurgentsaround
Saddam Hussein'sancestral homeland of Tikrit,
north of Baghdad.

A homemeadebombkilled onesoldier andthe
civilian as they were taking detainees to afor-
ward operating base just before 8 am. Monday
(Lam.EST).

It was not clear whether the civilian was
Americanor Iragi. Thenumber of wounded was
not known. The second soldier waskilled and
twowerewounded whentheir patrol cameunder
atack fromamall armsand rocket-propedled gre-
nadesjug after 7:30 am. (12:30 am. EST), the
coditionsad.

U.S. Centrd Commeand saidthe4th Infantry
Divison's Operation lvy Cydone I, launched
Sunday night, included air and ground attacks
agang Saddam loydigs, “foreign fighters and
other extremist and subversive dements.”

Mearwhile thecodition pressofficesadU.S.
soldiers captured a former Iragi specia forces
officer and Fedayeen Saddam leeder Saturday
who was suspected in atacks on U.S--led codi-
tion forces.

Kathim Mohammed Faris— adsoknown as
Abu Ka af — was captured about 50 miles (80
kilometers) west of Baghdad, near Habbiniya, the
coditionsaid.

Muhammad looks around after the verdict.

Attorneys, prosecutors argue
over Muhammad'’s life

VIRGINIABEACH, Va —Virginiaprosecu
tors on Monday began making their case for
the death penalty, while defense attorneys
sought to savethelife of their client, convicted
killer JohnAllen Muhammad.

Muhammad was found guilty Monday of
capita murder and three other charges related
to adaying during last year’s sniper shooting
soree. The seven-woman, five-man jury also
found the Army veteran guilty of committinga
murder in an act of terrorism, conspiracy and
useof afirearminthecommission of afelony.

The capitad murder and terrorism charges
carry the death penalty as a possible sentence.

Jurors found Muhammad guilty of killing
Dean Harold Meyers, a Vietnam veteran cut
down by asinglebullet that hit him inthe head
October 9, 2002, as he filled his tank at a
Manassas, Virginia, service sation.

JudgeLeRoy Millette . said hewould limit
victimimpact testimony tojust Meyers family,
upholding a defense motion to limit the testi-
mony.

Muhammad, 42, isthefirst persontobecorn-
victed under Virginia sterrorism law, passed af -
ter the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Theverdict followed asx-week trid inwhich
prosecutors methodicaly laid out evidence in
the sniper shootingsthat killed 10 peopleinthe
Washington, D.C. areaand threein other states.

Thehighly anticipated decision cameastes-
timony began in neighboring Chesapesake, Vir-
ginig inthetrid of 18-year-oldLeeBoyd Mavo,
whom authorities say served as Muhammad's
accompliceand trigger man.

Malvo has pleaded not guilty by reason of
insanity. Hisattorneyswill argue hewasbrain-
washed by Muhammad.

Schwarzenegger speaksafter being sworn in as
governor Monday.

Gov. Schwarzenegger signs
order to roll back auto fees

SACRAMENTO, Cdif. —Nemyinaugurated
CdiforniaGov. Arnold Schwarzenegger signed
an order ralling back a 300 percent increasein
state vehicle registration fees Monday, just
hours &fter taking the oath of office.

ExecutiveOrder No. 1repeded the$4 hillion
increase in the “car tax,” imposed earlier this
year to help shrink a massive budget shortfdl
from$38millionto$8 million. Andystsbelieve
the fee hike contributed heavily to his
predecessor’sdefest. Reversing the car tax was
one of actor Schwarzenegger’s leading cam-
paign promises.

Schwarzenegger, 56, aRepublican, took of -
fice nearly six weeks after voters recalled em-
battled Democratic Gov. Gray Davis. After be-
ing sworn-in as the state’'s 38th governor,
Schwarzenegger caled on Cdiforniansto “ put
the rancor of the past behind us and do the
extraordinary.”

Schwarzenegger said the recal “was the
people' sveto of politicsasusua,” and pledged
swift actiontolead agtate hesaidis“in criss.”

“We spent oursalves into the largest bud-
get deficitinthenation,” hesaid. “We havethe
worst credit rating in the nation. We have the
highest worker compensation cogs in the na-
tion.”

“I did not seek this office to do things the
way they’ve dwaysbeen done” hesaidin his
inaugural address. “What | careabout isrestor-
ing new confidencein your government.”

Cdlifornia Supreme Court Chief Justice
Rondd George administered the oath of office,
as Schwarzenegger stood with his hand on a
family Biblethat Georgesaid dated to 1811.



FIGHT, from Page 1

taketheir place at thetip of the sword.

Airmen and A-10 Thunderbolt Il arcraft
begantheir deployment inlate October and con-
tinuetraveling to support Operations Enduring
Freedomand Iraqi Freedom. Most of those per-
sonnel and aircraft are now in Afghanistan and
aready conducting operations.

Based a BagramAir Fidd, near thefoothills
of the Hindu Kush Mountains, the 354th Expe-
ditionary Fighter Squadron “Bulldogs’ arefly-
ing as the watchdogs for soldiers of the 10th
Mountain Division asthey continueto roust
Qaedaand Taliban forcesfrom hiding.

Now attached to the 455th Expeditionary
OperationsGroup, under thecommand of Com-
bined Joint Task Force-180, the Bulldogs are
flying close air support in the most recent op-
eration againg thosewho would thresten pesce-
ful nations, Operation Mountain Resolve.

Asground forces bravetreacherousterrain
and possibleAnti Codition Militantsin Eastern
Afghanistan, Davis-Monthanairmenareflying
at theworst possibletime, whenwesther condi-
tions are commonly cloudy, foggy, snowy and

Airman 1st Class Joseph Gumienny, 455th Expedi-
tionary Fighter Squadron A-10 weapons specialist,
armsthe weapons and does a munitionsinspection
to ensurethe A-10 Thunderbolt I1.
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cold, with the most inhospitable conditions
found in the mountains.

LeavingArizonajust astheblazing Sonoran
summershavefaded to pleasant winter tempera
tures, most of D-M’sairmen traveled for days,
through Germany, Turkey, Tagjikstan and other
neighboring countriesto their final destination
aBagram.

OnceaSovigtairfield, Bagramisaremnant
of the 10-year war between Afghanistan and
theformer Soviet Union. Airmenliveand work
in a gark, rugged, war-torn environment sur-
rounded by the wreckage of old Russian air-
créft, tanksand other instrumentsof war. A strik-
ing sight around the base are the hundreds of
small, red marking flags that warn of the vadt,
mine fields that serve as another reminder of
Afghanigtan’s war-torn pagt.

“Thered heroesherearethegroundtroops.
Those are the people that are getting the job
doneandwe reheretosupport them,” said Capt.
Jennifer Short, 345th EFS O/A-10 pilot whois
carryingonafamily tradition of military service.
Already a veteran at flying combat missons
withonly threeyearspiloting theA-10, Shortis
serving her second tour in Afghanistan in just
over ayear. Her last deployment put her
in hogtile skies, here and over Kuwait,
where sheflew morethan 40 missions.

“Itredly meansalot tomewhen|’'m
flying over theArmy positionsand | rec-
ognize the voice or call Sgn of the con-
troller on the ground and redlizewe have
worked together before,” Short added.
“Sometimes | fly amission to support a
ground operation, and then a few days
later I'm back, and those sametroopsare
still pushing forward, living and working
out thereregardlessof theterrain, weather
or danger from enemy forces.”

The O/A-10, informally called the
“Warthog,” isright & homein thisharsh
environment andistheonly Air Forceair-
craft specificaly designed for close air
support of ground forces. D-M’s pilots
can loiter near the bettle area for hours
and operate effectively in the mountain-
ousregions. Dueto night vison technol-
ogy and arevolutionary “Litening” tar-
geting pod upgrade accomplished in re-
cent weeks, the A-10 pilots fly missons
around the clock, in amogt al weether
conditions.

For some of D-M’s airmen, operating in a
deployed environment is a new experience. “I
have beentraining for two yearsand I’ m ready
toput that traininginto action,” said rookie Bull-
dog pilot 1st L t. Eric Theriault, who hailsfrom
SanBernardino, Cdif. “I’ m prepared to dowhat-
ever themissionrequires. Everyoneisworking
hard and I'm going to do my part.”

The Warthog is also designed to operate
from bases with limited facilities within close
reach of battle areas, and it is the aircraft
mai ntainersworking at theseforward baseswho
put theaircraft in the sky.

Mechanics, crew chiefs, weapons specia-
igsand other support personnel mest the chal-
lenge in some of the most austere conditions.
Working onthe crumbling Soviet-built parking
rampa Bagram, maintainerswork a al hoursto
ensure the arcraft are ready to fly, fight and
bring their pilotshome safely.

Airman 1¢t Class Christopher Leiphart, aD-
M wegpons|oader with the 354th EFS, wasboth
nervous and excited when hefound out hewas
selected for thisdeployment. “My family cried
alot when | firgt told them | was deploying to
Afghanigan,” saidtheairmanfromYork, Penn.,
whose boyish festures make him look way too
young to be accomplishing such an important
mission. “| told my family that my jobistomake
sure our pilots have the right weapons at the
right time to protect our ground troops as they
fight thewar onterrorism,” hesaid.

Deploying in support of operations around
theworld may beanew experiencefor someof
theairmenwhowork to keep thejetsflying, but
for othersitisjust onein along list of deploy-
ments.

“Wehave morethan onemissionto accom-
plish here” said Master Sgt. Raymond Turner,
the aircraft maintenance section chief. With 10
deploymentsunder hisbelt, Turner looksat the
big picture, not just the immediate tasks de-
manding hisattention. “We are here asambas-
sadorsfor theUS, and wead so havearespons -
hility to help the Afghan people get back on
their feet. Finally, we are here on asearch-and-
destroy mission—to make sure terrorists who
bring harm to innocent people have no place
lefttohide”

The AEF Silver airmen work seven daysa
week, and will remain deployed through the
holidays. The next AEF rotation is expected
about April.
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local resources.

In this situation, Bernson was able to negotiate with the
localsto acquire four donkeys and guidesto help get the Sol-
diers and their essential equipment up the mountain.

Whenever civil affairs accompanies troops on a combat
mission they usualy go out in athree to four man teams and,
besides obtaininglocal resources, canhelp outin variousways.

According to Bernson, one of their common and mostim-
portant functionsisaiding infantry Soldierssearchvillagesfor
illegal weapons.

“Soldierswill set up and cordon avillage, at which point |
cangoinand talk to thevillage elders and try to negotiate the
weapons out instead of soldierstrying to search every house,”
Bernson said.

Not only does speaking to the locals before searching a
village help conserve Soldiers energy and time, but Bernson
asopointsout that by asking for their permission beforesearch-
ing their homes, it helpsto build rapport with the locals.

As a combat unit's representative to locals, Bernson ap-
preciates the opportunity of dealing with locals and the learn-
ing experiencesthat comeswithit.

“I getalittlehbit different perspectiveonthepeople,” Bernson
said. “By talking to them | get to really know these peopleand
know their culture, whereasthe average soldier doesn’t get to
really understand.”

He also tries to pass on that knowledge to other soldiers
whenever hecan. “It'sgood that | do that because sometimes
soldierswill comeup to meand ask mehey, isthisgood or bad,
and usualy if I don’'t know I'll try to find out for them really
quick.”

Compared to humanitarian aid missions, Bernson'sfound
that the civil affairs role in combat missions can be just as
gratifying, and are often more challenging.

“We don’t get taught this stuff in CA school, so wekind of
makeit up aswego dong,” Bernson said. “A lot of thetimes
it's spur of the moment; with this you have to be crestive...
and it’'s different when you walk into a place with a bunch of
soldiers carrying weapons, as opposed to humanitarian aid.”

Bagram Air Base MWR
presents

“Augin Power’s Gold Membe”

15307 at theMWR building:
Upon learning that his father has been
kidnapped, Austin Powers must travel to 1975
and defeat the aptly-named villain

Goldmember - whoisworkingwith Dr. Evil.

Tomorrow’'smovie “Training Day”
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Llocal weather

TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER FORECAST:

Bagram:

Kandahar:

Kabul:

Uzbekistan:

Today Wednesday
Clear Mostly Cloudy
H: 55F H: 57F

L: 28F L: 30F

Misty Dusty

H: 55F H: 55F

L: 32F L: 34F

Haze Partly Cloudy
H: 45F H: 35F

L: 27F L: 21F

Partly Cloudy Partly Cloudy
H: 47F H: 52F

L: 30F L:37F

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team
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Alex Rodriguez wins AL MVP Award

NEW Y ORK —For sde: American
LesgueMVP.

Asking price: about $179 million.

An hour after becoming only the
second player from alast-placeteamto
winaMost VduablePlayer avard, Alex
Rodriguez confirmed that the Texas
Rangers have taked to him about a
possible trade.

“Management has approached me
with asituation and some choices, and
I’'m just going to keep my doors open
right now,” Rodriguez said Monday
fromMexico during aconferencecall.

Rodriguez received 242 points for
the American League award in voting
by the Basehall Writers' Association of America. Toronto first baseman
Carlos Delgado was second with 213 points, followed by New York Yan-
kees catcher Jorge Posadawith 194.

Showing the split among thewriters, 10 playersreceived firgt-place
votes, one short of therecord set inthe 1947 NL voteand matchedinthe
1977AL vote.

Rodriguez wastheonly player picked onevery balot. Hehit .298, tied
for themgor leaguelead with 47 homers, andledtheAL inruns(124) and
dugging percentage(.600). Hehad 118 RBI s, secondintheAL to Ddgado’s
145. Regarded by many as the best dl-around player in the league,
Rodriguez becamethefirg AL player towintheMVPwhileplayingfora
lagt-place team. Andre Dawson won the 1987 NL award with the lat-
place Chicago Cubs.

Last year, Rodriguez finished second in MVP voting to Oakland
shortstop Migud Tejadaand in 1996 he finished three points behind the
Rangers JuanGonzaez.

“It meanstheworldtome,” Rodriguez said. “I’mso proud. It redly is
avaidation to dl the hard work and dedication.”

Alex Rodriguez batted .298
with 47 homersand 118 RBI s
and madejust eight errors.

NBA splits up each conference into

three five-team divisions in new plan

NEW YORK —TheNBA'sboard of governorsapproved aredign-
ment plan Monday that creates three divisions of fiveteamseachin the
Eastern and Western conferences.

Theexpanson Charlotte Bobcats, the NBA's 30th team, were placed
in the Eastern Conference and the New Orleans Hornetswere moved to
the Western Conference. The Hornets previoudy played in Charlotte
before moving to New Orleans two seasons ago.

Joining the new Charlotte franchisein the Southeast Division of the
Eagtern Conference will be Atlanta, Miami, Orlando and Washington.
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Coalition Sports Zone

(Compiled from Sl.com)

TheCentra Divisionwill have Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit, Indianaand
Milwaukee. Atlantic Divison teamswill be Boston, New Jersey, New
York, Philadel phiaand Toronto. New Orleanswill play inthe Southwest
Divison of theWestern Conferencewith Dallas, Houston, Memphisand
SanAntonio. TheNorthwest Divisionwill have Denver, Minnesota, Port-
land, Sesttle and Utah. The Pacific Division teeamsare Golden State, the
LosAngdesL akers, LosAngeesClippers, Phoenix and Sacramento.

Teamswill play divisiond opponentstwiceat homeandtwiceonthe
road. They will play conference opponentsoutsdetheir divisonthreeor
four times, and teams from the other conference twice— at home and
away. Divisona winners each earn aplayoff berth. Theremaining five
playoff berthsfor each conferencewill bebased on regular-season records
with noregardto divisona aignment.

Home court advantage throughout the playoffswill be based solely
onregular-seasonrecords. That meansadivisiona winner will not neces-
sarily have home court advantage in the playoff series.

Belichick’s defense shuts down Cowboys

FOXBORO, Mass. — Be-
tween a pregame cold shoulder
and a postgame lukewarm hug,
Bill Belichick showed his old
boss how defense is really
played.

The New England Patriots
won this much-hyped meeting
of mastermindswith Bill Parcdlls
and the Dallas Cowboys, a12-0
victory over the NFL's stingiest
team Sunday night.

Sticking to their game plan
of playing down their relation-
ship, neither coach stressed it
after the Patriotshad threeinter-
ceptions and outplayed the
Cowboys top-ranked defense.

“Bill congratulated meonthe
winand | told him I thought hehad agood football team,” Belichick said
of their midfield embrace. “1 wished himluck and | do.”

Althoughthey stayed at oppositeends of thefield during warmups,
Parcells shot down theideathat he didikes Belichick, who resigned as
New York Jetscoach on Jan. 4, 2000, oneday after succeeding Parcells,
who planned to remainin thefront office.

“1"m about tired of talking about that kind of thing. The guy did a
hell of ajobfor meforalongtime,” Parcellssaid. “ Peopleinthemedia
cantry and drive astake between usif they want to, but that’snot going

to happen on my point.”

David Givens set up the game’'s only
touchdown with this 57-yard catch.
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Afghanistan Hot Topics

Five suspected al Qaida terrorists killed

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — Suspected a Qaida terrorists at-
tacked a contingent of U.S. and Afghan troops in eastern Afghani-
stan, sparking afirefight in which fivefighterswerekilled, aspokes-
man for theU.S. military said Monday.

Theattack occurred Friday inthe Barmal district of eastern Paktika
province, U.S. military spokesman Lt. Col. Bryan Hilferty told The
Associated Press.

“Anti-coalition forces attacked U.S. and Afghan National Army
forcesintheBarmal area,” Hilferty said. “Wereturned fireand killed
five d Qaedaterrorists,” he said, adding that eight Afghan soldiers
were wounded in the clash.

Hedid not say what led coalition forcesto believe the men were
part of Osamabin Laden’sterror network, as opposed to members of

(Compiled by CIJTF-180 Public Affairs)

capita of Ghazni, where BettinaGoidard waskilled on Sunday, had been
relocated to Kabul. Afghan staff in the city were confined to their com-
pounds and homes, she said.

“We hope it's a temporary suspension, because as soon as we can
get security clearance, we want to start resuming our assistance to the
people,” Okabe said. The United Nationsiscontinuing itsoperationsin
the northern half of Afghanistan, including in the capitd Kabul and the
citiesof Mazar-e-Sharif in the north and Herat in thewest, shesaid.

Thereare currently about 800 U.N. internationd staffersin Afghani-
gan - more than 500 in Kabul and the rest in about a dozen locations,
Okabesad.

She did not disclose how many were in the south and east but said
only thosein Ghazni had been rd ocated to Kabul. Therest wereremain-
ingintheregion.

the ousted Taliban regime, who have aso been carrying out at-
tackson U.S. forcesand their Afghan allies.

Hilferty strongly denied allegations by Paktika police chief
Daulat Khanthat U.S. forceshad killed six civiliansintheareaon
the same day.

“We take our rules of engagement very serioudly and | can
assure you that these terrorists were not peaceful civilians,” the
spokesman said in an e-mail response to a written request for
information about theincident.

Khan had said six civilians were killed when U.S. warplanes
dropped abomb on their vehicle on aroad in Barmal on Friday.

Meanwhile, themilitary announced that U.S. and Afghanforces
pursuing suspected Taliban insurgents through the steep, snow-
covered mountains of eastern Afghanistan had confiscated rock-
ets, mortars and other ammunition in recent days.

But there has been no fighting since Friday in the operation,
dubbed Mountain Resolve, which began Nov. 7 in Nuristan and
Kunar provinces, Hilferty said.

An American soldier was killed on Friday when his vehicle
struck an explosive device near Asadabad, the capital of Kunar.
AnAmerican soldier also was reported wounded there, but it was
not known if he was hurt in the same explosion.

U.N. suspending operations in parts

of Afghanistan after series of attacks
UNITED NATIONS (AP) — The United Nations suspended op-
erations in southern and eastern Afghanistan on Monday &fter the
killing of aFrench U.N. worker and aseriesof terrorist attacks.
U.N. associate spokeswoman Marie Okabe announced the sus-
pension of theoperations, which deal mainly with humanitarianrelief,
hedlth care and refugees.

She said U.N. international staff from the southern provincia

Mailing prohibited items

could result in UCMJ action

The postd systemn continues to find items in the mail that are
prohibited frommailing by the U.S. Postal Serviceand CFLCC poalicy.
Although post office personne inspect packages prior to soldiers
mailingthem, someitemshaveeither goneundetected or soldiershave
placed prohibited itemsin the packages after the ingpection.

Soldiers must be aware that if a prohibited item is not detected
during theinspection, it will bedetectedin Bahrainwherepackagesare
X-rayed for prohibited items. The soldier’snameis documented and
providedto military andfederd authorities. Mailing prohibiteditemsis
in violation of CFLCC policy and can be punishable under UCMJ.
Depending on the seriousness of the violaion, a soldier could dso
facefederd charges.

Thefollowingaresomeitemsthat areprohibited frommailing:

* Firearms, partsthereof, toincludeinternal mechanisms, an-
cillary product (e.g. telescopic Sghts, Slencers),

* Wegpon magazines,

* All live, used or blank ammunition,

* Knives and sharp insruments,

* All explosvesand flammablematerid, and

* Lewdor pornogrgphicmeteria

A completelist of prohibited itemsislisted onthewadl of the post
office

Tomekeyour pogta experiencesmoother, haveyour packageopen
and ready to beinspected. Do not gift wrap your Chrismas presents
until it hasbeeninspected. Themailing of prohibiteditemscanresultin
unfavorable action this season.

(Information provided by the 10" Soldier Support Battalion.)

English/Dari phrase of the day: Hello, how are you? - Sallam chotor hastey




