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Bagram communicates through classics

Story and photo by Spc. Kelly Hunt
4" Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan — Troops
from dozens of countries who may not be
able to communicate through words un-
derstood one another perfectly as they
shared a common joy Sunday, gathered
together to enjoy the harmony of classi-
cal music.

The creators of the coalition classical
music concert intended the gathering to
be atime when troops and civilians serv-
ing here at Bagram Air Base could take a
moment and escape into the soothing
sounds of the orchestra’s melody.

“You transported us into another
world,” said Dr. John D. Finney, Jr., politi-
cal advisor to the Commander of Com-
bined Joint Task Force 180 to one of its

Coalition troops gathered together Sunday at thefirst coalition classical music concert to enjoy the
harmonic sounds of classical music and sharetheir love of the art.

announcer for Ohio University Public Ra-

creators in appreciation for the event.
For an hour, coalition personnel were

swept away from Operation Enduring

Freedom and whisked into a peaceful at-

ated not with words but by the beauty of
the conductor’s work.
“That'stheintent,” said Maj. Richard
Sater, CJTF 180 deputy PAO, announcer
for the day’s event and classical music

dio when in the United States. “For me,
classical music, Sunday morning and a

See CLASSICS, Page 3

mosphere where communication was cre-

Strykers readying for first deployment in Iraqg

By Spc. Bill Putham
Army News Service

WASHINGTON — TheArmy’s newest vehicles are loaded
on ships and ready for travel to Iraq in November.

Now Soldiersin the Army’sfirst Stryker Brigade Combat
Team — the Fort Lewis, Wash.-based 3rd Brigade, 2nd Infan-
try Division — just have to wait until early November for their
flights to Kuwait and move into Iraqg.

But waiting won't be a big deal for Cpl. Jose Chavez be-
cause deploying to war is why he and the guys in his unit
joined the Army, he said.

Chavez is an infantry team leader in 5th Battalion, 20th
Infantry Regiment, at Fort L ewis and joined the brigade ayear

ago just as it received the Stryker vehicles.

The low-intensity guerillawar the Army isfighting doesn’t
concern Chavez or the men in his unit either, he said. Their
training was always serious and “to standard,” but every-
thing became even more serious after their deployment orders
arrived, Chavez said.

The Army was concerned about the Rocket Propelled Gre-
nade threat, what Chavez called the “enemy’s weapon of
choice.”

So two new types of armor have been installed on the ve-
hicles. The most obvious add-on to the discerning eyeis called
slat armor. It resemblesa“bird cage” that will add three feet to
the Stryker’s width, Chavez said.

See STRYKER, Page 3
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World Ne ws (Compiled from CNN.com)

John Allen Muhammad listens as defense at-
torneys maketheir final juror picks Friday.

First trial in sniper killings

set to open Monday

WASHINGTON — Oneyear after investi-
gators first uttered the name John Allen
Muhammead, prosecutors planto spell out their
case Monday againg the older of the two sus-
pectsin 2002’ sWashington-areasniper killings.

Prosecutor JamesWillett will address12ju-
rors and three dternates when opening state-
mentsin Muhammead'stria begin.

ThejurorsareVirginiaBeachresdentscho-
sen partly because they said they had limited
knowledge of the shootings that gripped the
Washington region, a three-hour drive to the
north. Thejury was completed Friday in apro-
cess that took four days and started with 123
prospective jurors.

Muhammead ischarged with murder, terror-
ism, conspiracy and illegal use of afirearmin
thekilling of Dean Harold Meyers, an engineer
who was shot October 9, 2002, whilerefuding
his black Mazda at a Sunoco station in
Manassas.

Muhammad facesapossibledeath sentence
if convicted on themurder or terrorism count.

After Willett's opening statement, attorney
Peter Greenspun plans to spesk to the jurors
and may give the firgt red indght into the de-
fense strategy.

Meyers, 53, was the seventh of 10 people
killed during the October shootings. Three oth-
erssurvived gunshot wounds during the spree.

Prosecutors acknowledge that their caseis
circumgtantial. They have neither awitnessto
the shooting nor aconfess on from Muhammead.
But lawyerssay acircumgantia caseisnot nec-
essarily awesk case.

Bush and ChinesePresident Hu Sundayin Bangkok

Bush proposes alternative

to N. Korea standoff

BANGKOK, Thalland— President Bushon
Sunday restated his opposition to a U.S. non-
aggression pact with North Korea, whilepropos:
ingmultilateral security assurancesif Pyongyang
pledges to abandon its nuclear wespons pro-
gram.

North K oreahasdemandedbilaterd talkswith
the United States and refused to consider giving
upitsnuclear programwithout anon-aggression
treaty with the United States.

“We will not have a tregty,” the presdent
told reporters. “ That' soff thetable. Perhapsthere
are other wayswe can look at — to say exactly
what | said publicly on paper, with our partners
consent.”

Bush addressed theissueafter amedtingwith
Tha PrimeMinister Thaksin Shinawatra— and
pitched the idea later to Chinese President Hu
Jntao, whowill play akey roleinthestrategy for
resuming dialoguewith North K orea.

“Hetold Pres dent Huthat he! svery commit-
tedtothesix-party taksinwhichweareengaged,
in which Beijing has been such an important
player,” Nationa Security Adviser Condoleezza
RicesadonABC's" ThisWeek.”

“... Thepresident made clear to President
Huthat heisprepared to explorewayswithin
the six-party context to address the security
concerns that the North Koreans have put
onthetable,” Ricesaid.

The other partners in the six-party dia
logue are Japan, South Korea, Chinaand Rus-
sa

North Koreawould not haveto completely
dismantle its nuclear weapons program be-
fore receiving the security assurances, a se-

nior U.S. official said. The officia said any
security assurances or other measures that
could be negotiated with North Koreawould
be “conditioned on verifiable progress’ to-
ward ending and dismantlingitsnucl ear wesp-
ons program — but not conditioned on fin-
i shing implementation of any agreement.

The Bush administration’s effortsin talks
to convince North Korea to halt reprocessing
of nuclear fuel rods have been stymied in part
because of Pyongyang's demands for a non-
aggressionpact withtheU.S,, atactictheWhite
Housesaysisvirtudly nuclear blackmail.

But U.S. officials said Bush hoped to
reach agreement with the Chinese president
on an approach under which, in exchange
for averifiable end to the North Koreaweap-
ons program, the United Statesand all of its
partnersin the talks would agree in writing
that their shared goa was a peaceful, non-
nuclear Korean peninsula and that no par-
ties to the talks had any hostile intentions
toward or plansto attack the North.

Senior administration officials say their
offer isnot aformal treaty, but alessformal
written agreement.

“North Koreaisnot gaining anything by
being possessors of nuclear weapons,” Sec-
retary of State Colin Powell said on CNN's
“Late Edition.” “I1t doesn’t help an economy
that’sin need, it doesn’t feed anyone, and it
doesn’'t scare anyone.”

Two U.S. soldiers killed,

one wounded in ambush

BAGHDAD, Irag— TwoU.S. soldierswere
killed and one wounded late Saturday in an -
tack near thenorthernlragi city of Kirkuk, amili-
tary spokeswoman told CNIN.

With thelatest deaths, 338 U.S. troops have
beenkilledinthelragwar SnceitbeganinMarch
— 218 of thoseby hodtilefire.

Around 10:45 p.m. (3:45p.m. EDT),aU.S.
mounted patrol of Humvees was atacked by
rocket-propelled grenades and smdl arms fire,
according to4th I nfantry Divison gpokesvoman
Mg. JosdynAberle

The4th1D patrol returnedfire, but theassall-
antsfled, shesad.

Thewounded soldier isin stable condition.
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cup of coffee always go together so it's
nice to bring something like that here.”

Theideato bring classical music to a
coalition audience was born with the help
of Lt. Col. Wolfgang Schuster, a German
Liason Officer who decided it was time
for achange of pace here, evenif only for
afew moments.

“| was sitting in a chair and heard a
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bit of music,” hesaid. “1 thought it would
be good to have a bigger audience.”
Schuster’s intent was to use the love
of classical music to bring relaxation to
forces and with the help of Sater, the coa-
lition classical music concert was born.
“Being aclassical music announcer at
home, thisisthe kind of thing that | love
to do; programming music, talking about
music, playing music, listening to music,”
said Sater. “It's very gratifying to see so

many people from different coalition
forces participating (and) having a good
time.

“This is an opportunity to do some-
thing really different; just close your eyes
and listen to the music,” he said.

The concert went well according to
Schuster and Sater who both agree that
they would like to offer coalition troops
another classical music concert again in
the future.

STRYKER, from Page 1

The slat armor installed on the Strykers resembles a big
catcher’s mask that wraps around the vehicle. The armor is ba-
sically agrill of wire mesh that will cause the RPG to detonate
away from the vehicle.

“Thereforeit losesits effectiveness,” said Peter Keating, a
spokesman for General Dynamics, the chief contractor for the
Stryker program.

Keating said that adding the slat armor prior to the brigade’s
deployment would give the unit an “operational advantage”
once it hits the ground in November.

That slat armor is only one step in the extra protection on
the Stryker, though.

The Army hasalso installed ceramic tiles on the vehiclesto
give them the capability of stopping heavy machine gun rounds
up to 14.5mm, said Keating. Depending on the model, up to 126
tiles could be installed, he said.

That caliber benchmark was as an add-on capability by the
Army, he said.

“That’s better protection than generally most armored ve-
hicles of this type category have in the world today,” Keating
said. “It's areal advantage to have that.”

A metal plate has been added to thetile’'s backside because
a General Dynamics sub-contractor didn’t stick with the origi-
nal design of the tiles, Keating said. The ceramic/metal plates
will be replaced at a future date possibly during or after the
deployment, he said.

Keating said thetileswill act the same as the ceramic plates
most Soldiers are wearing in Iraq right now. Lightweight and
durable, the added weight won't affect the Stryker’s perfor-
mance in Iraq because that weight was figured into its design,
he said.

“That’s something people tend to forget,” Keating said.

Plans arein the works to add another type of armor package
to the inventory next spring, said Keating. That add-on armor
iscalled “reactivearmor.” Essentially that armor explodes when
an RPG or other anti-tank round hitsit, he said.

It's already on M-2 Bradley fighting vehiclesin Irag right
now, Keating said.

That reactivearmor won’t always be on the Stryker, said K eating.
It can be put on and taken off as a situation warrants, he said.

Theideafor the slat armor isn’t new.

“Historically that type of protection has been used as far
back asVietnam,” he said.

But developing and approval only took about six months,
Keating said. The approval came in August, he said.

“It’sbeen live-firetested and it'sbeen areal rapid response,”
he said of the testing process.

When Operation Iragi Freedom started, the unit was going
through the first of its two evaluations for deployment. Those
tests took place at the National Training Center at Fort Irwin,
Calif., and the Joint Readiness Training Center at Fort Polk, La.

The situation on the ground in Iraq — alow-intensity guer-
rillawar — was envisioned by then Army Chief of Staff Gen.
Eric Shinseki as only one of the environments a Stryker unit
would bein, said Maj. Gary Tallman, Army spokesman at the
Pentagon.

Shinseki also envisioned major theater wars and support-
and-stability operations, also known as humanitarian missions,
Tallman said.

The best way to see if the Army’s first Stryker-equipped
unit is ready to deploy isto look at the validation process the
unit went through, Tallman said.

The unit went through what Tallman said was “a full spec-
trum of training events” before it was certified ready for de-
ployment.

Training included simulating amajor theater war, small-scale
contingencies and stability and support operations.

All of those events, from the desert environs of Fort Irwin
and the restricted, urban-like terrain of Fort Polk, has helped
ready the Stryker relatively quickly for deployment, Tallman
said.

All of that field time before and after the evaluations was
“unbelievable” but necessary, he said.

“You gotta make sure it’s ready to go to war,” he said.

So now it comes down to Chavez and the other soldiersin
the brigade.

Are they ready? Chavez thinks so and said his unit is
chomping at the bit.

They heard rumors about deploying to Iraq when they were
in California and were disappointed when they didn’t go right
away, he said. But that doesn’t matter now, he said, they’'re
going and can’t wait to hit the ground.
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Exercise Silver Flag gives troops
idea of Iragi, Afghan environment

By Marni McEntee
Sars and Stripes

RAMSTEINAIR BASE, Garmany — Morethan250armen
fromaround Europehavetransformed amuddy corner of Ramstein
Air Baxeintoabaseyoumight findinlrag, Afghanistanor Kuwait.

A tent city — abank of generators, achow hdl and cooking
area complete with tinned rations — is up and running a the
fictiona deployment area.

It'sdl part of exercise Siver Flag, atraining program for 260
U.S. Air Forces Europe troopsto get them ready to deploy more
quickly and efficiently, said Chief Master Sgt. Den Bushndll of
Ramgein’'s Congruction and Training Squadron.

Theexercise, whichusudly indudesonly support forces, such
ascivil engineersand servicesairmen, islarger than ever. For the
firgt time, security forces, a communication unit, personne and
medicsareon board to bring greater redlism.

“When you go downrange, everyone hasto operate together,
but you don't dwaystrain together,” Bushndll said. Thisexercise
is meant to change that trend.

The exercise is highlighting some rough spots, said Master
Sgt. Chris Robbins of the 100th Security Forces Squadron from
RAFMildenhdl, England. Robbinssaidtheexerciseisnotinsync
withthesecurity forces' regular training regimen.

“Because it's the firg time thisis being done, there will be
some knotsto work out,” hesaid.

About one-quarter of theairmen a theexercisearenew tothe
Air Force, 30 they haven't been to adeployed camp yet. They'll
seethings a Ramgtein that they're sureto seeiin Irag, such asa
water purification sysem that makes life possible in the desert,
sad Saff Sgt. Craig Conrad of thetraining squadron.

Explosiveordnanceexpertsarestudying how to defusebombs
like the type commonly used in Irag againg U.S. troops, said Lt.
Col. Rick Brubaker, squadron commander and exerciseleader.

The exercise Sarted with four days of classroom ingruction,
then the troops set up the mock base camp, where they will live
andwork until Sunday, Brubaker said. Itisthefirg of sevensuch
exercisesscheduled for thisfiscd year.

Bagram Air Base
MWR presents

“ K19 The Widowmaker”

1530Z at the MWR building: When
Russia’sfirst nuclear submarine malfunc-
tions on its maiden voyage, the crew must
race to save the ship and prevent a nuclear
disaster.

Tomor row’smovie: “Blood Work”

Llocal weather

TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER FORECAST:

Today Tuesday
Bagram: Haze Partly Cloudy
H: 73F H: 75F
L: 48F L: 48F
Kandahar: Dusty Mostly Cloudy
H: 77F H: 79F
L: 45F L: 45F
Kabul: Haze Partly Cloudy
H: 73F H: 75F
L: 46F L: 48F
Uzbekistan:  Partly Cloudy Mostly Cloudy
H: 84F H: 70F
L: 42F L:37F

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team
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Titans hand Panthers first loss

CHARLOTTE,NC.—
TheCardlinaPanthershardly
expectedtogo 16-0. They just
actedlikeit.

Oneexample Defensve
tackle Kris Jenkins showed
upfor Sunday’sgameagangt
Tennessee wearing a jersey
from the Miami Dolphins
perfect 1972 season.

The Titans had other
ideas, jumping out to a20-0
lead and converting four
fumbles into scores while
handing the Panthers their
firgtlossof theseason, 37-17
Sunday.

“I had no visons of go-
ing undefeated,” Carolina
coach John Fox said. “Buit |

SeveMcNair haseither thrown or rushed
for atouchdown in every gamethisseason.

didn't wanttoloseagamelikethat.”

ThePanthers(5-1) fumbled away the openingkickoff, leadingto Steve
McNair's rushing touchdown. Then the Titans (5-2) padded their lead to
14-0and grabbed momentumwithas50-yard passfrom Billy Volek to Eddie
Berlinonafakepunt.

Keth Bullock later scored on a 35-yard fumble recovery, and Gary
Anderson added fidd goals of 32, 34 and 40 yardsfor the Titans.

“We wanted to score first and seeif they could come from behind,”
McNair sad. “They couldn’t.”

Notwithal of thePanthers mistakes. They found themsdlvesplaying
to achorus of boos before hdftime.

And the game exposed many of Carolind swesknesses.

The Panthers vaunted defense struggled to stop the pass, dlowing
McNair to go 12-of-22 for 190 yards, including a22-yard touchdown pass
to Drew Bennett. It dso had difficulty containing a mobile quarterback:
McNair scrambled for 30 yards, with a 7-yard touchdown run in the first
quarter.

“He's tough when he's scrambling around. You' ve got to make him
day in the pocket,” safety Mike Minter said. “We couldn’t do that and it
cost us because he makestoo many plays”

Also glaringly evident isthat when Carolind's running game doesn't
work—andit never did againg Tennessee— the Panthershavelittletofall
back on.

Torre turns to Pettitte on short rest

NEW Y ORK — Andy Pettittewill bein hisaccustomed position
Sunday night, starting Game 2 of a postseason series for the New
York Yankees.

October 20, 2003 <« Freedom Watch < Page5

Coalition Sports Zone

(Compiled from SlI.com)

Manager Joe Torre had little choice in the matter.

After pitching fiveinningsin Game 6 of theAL CS against Bos-
ton, Pettitte was the only starter Torre did not usein Game 7. That
limited the manager’soptions.

“It'sinteresting,” Torre said. “ Thursday night [in Game 7] we
really didn’t care or know who was going to pitch. Actualy, as of
last night when we left here, we didn’'t know for sure. We didn’'t
haveit until we cameto the ball park today. Andy doeswell at home,
so pitching Game 2, if it goesbeyond 4 and 5, he' Il have Game 6 and
that will be at home also.”

Franks fired in midst of losing season

DURHAM, N.C. — Duke
fired coach Carl Frankson Sun-
day and appointed defensive
coordinator Ted Roof as his re-
placement for therest of the sear
son.

Thefiring comesaday after
the Blue Devils(2-5) fdl behind
WekeForest 42-0a hdftime, and
logt 42-13 for their 29th-draight
Atlantic Coast Conferenceloss.

“Hdftime of the game yes-
terday was the straw that broke
thecamd’sback for me” ahletic
director JoeAllevasaid.

Franks is the third Division I-A head coach to be fired so far this
season, joining John Mackovic at Arizonaand Todd Berry a Army. Misss
Sppi State’' s Jackie Sherrill announced last week that hewould retireet the
end of the season.

Franks, aformer Duketight end, was 7-45in 41/2 seesons.

Hehad signed acontract extenson through 2006 after going 2-10 last
year, but it's unclear how much of his sdlary was guaranteed. Allevade-
clined to discuss any details of the contract a anews conference Sunday.

Franksdid notimmediately returnacal to hishomeseeking comment.
Heissued astatement through the school which read: “1 am disappointed
that wedidn't havemoresuccess. | certainly wish | could havefinished out
the season, but Joe Alleva decided that a change needed to be made.”

Early this season, Alleva said Franks would have to win &t least one
ACC gameand theteam would have to show significant progressto keep
hisjob.

However, Alleva pulled the plug on Franks after just four conference
games. The Blue Devils have four ACC games remaining and a
nonconference meeting a No. 22 Tennessee on Nov. 1.

Allevasaid hekept Franksaroundfor thisyear becausetheBlueDevils
last year wereshowingimprovement. Dukereturned aleague-high 20 Sart-
ersfrom last year's team, but were averaging an ACC-worgt 15 pointsa

game

Carl Franks BlueDevilswerepicked
7th in the ACC preseason media poll,
but wereoff to an 0-4 conferencestart.
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Afghanistan Hot Topics

(Compiled by CIJTF-180 Public Affairs)

Bush aides defend handling of Afghanistan

WASHINGTON (AP) — Bush adminigtration officids assured law-
makersthey wereon theright track toward rebuil ding Afghanistan despite
continued violence, rising drug trafficking and President Hamid Karzai's
failureto consolidate power.

An increase in atacks linked to Tdiban fighters and the refusal of
warlordsto disarm and rdlinquish territory won't sop plansto completea
condtitution soon and hold dections next year, Assstant Secretary of De-
fense Peter Rodmantold the House Internationa RelationsCommittee.

"We think we can handle both of these challenges,” he said
Thursday.

But the State Department’ sAfghanistan coordinator, William B. Tay-
lor Jr., acknowledged that thegainsin Afghanistan Sncethe Tdibanwere
toppled two years ago were tenuous.

"Falureisnot anoptioninAfghanigtan, but it is<till possble” hesaid.

BeforetheHousepand and later at a Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee hearing, Rodman and Taylor heard criticism that the administra-
tion, focused on Irag, has not given enough atention to Afghanistan,
once the main battleground in the fight againgt terrorism.

Membersof theU.S. Commission on I nternational ReligiousFresdom,

reporting onanAugust visit to Kabul, saidtheU.S-backed interim govern-

ment isin danger of dlowing the netion to return to the patterns of severe
repression of religiousfreedom that characterized the Taliban'srulethere.

TheTdiban was deposed by U.S-led forcesin 2001 for harboring Osama

bin Laden and other membersof d Qaeda.

Noting that the country was in the “crucid period’ of preparing a
proposd for apermanent congtitution, thereport said“ thereareindications
... that the gains for human rights achieved by the U.S-led codition’s

victory over theTdibanarein pexil.”

Thecommisson mentioned reports of abuse of reigiousfreedomand
other human rights taking place in areas of the country that have not yet
been brought under the transitiona government’s authority.

The commission has before noted that an Afghan judge—whose -
ary issubsdized by the U.S—has handed down blagphemy rulings.

Afghans are currently drafting the proposed constitution. A
spokesperson for the commission said the proposal will be released
sometimethisfall.

Rep. Tom Lantos, the House pand’stop Democrat, said the “ ef-
fort to transform Afghanistan is in serious jeopardy.” Rep. Gary
Ackerman, D-N.Y., said, “ The adminigtration’ sattention to that war-
ravaged nation has wandered.”

Republicans aso expressed concern.

" If the effortstoward asecure environment which will permit the
installation of abadicinfrastructure are not successful, then onemust
ask how it ispossibleto ensurefreeand fair dectionsinlessthan one
year’stime,” said Chairman Henry Hyde, R-11I.

Rep. Doug Bereuter, R-Neb., said, “we renot doing well withre-
spect to opium production,” noting that production is much higher
than during the Taliban'srule.

Taylor and Rodman stressed the difficulty of rebuilding acountry
battered by Soviet rule, civil war and the Taliban government. They
cited progresstoward building apoalitical system, avertingfamineand
restoring rightsfor women.

They dso said the adminigtration is trying to step up assstance
to Afghanistan. It is seeking $800 million as part of the $87 hillion
spending request for Congressthat ismostly for Irag. Inaddition, itis
shifting $390 millionin State Department and Pentagon fundsto help
Afghanigtan. Thisisin addition to the $900 million spent annually in
2002 and 2003, Taylor said.

The money will be used for strengthening security, helping de-
velop the political system and speeding up reconstruction, he said.

Panel warns of repression in Afghanistan
WASHINGTON (Washington Post) — Members of afederd pand
warnthat rligiousfresdom and other humanrightsremainimperiledin

Afghanistan—even under a United States-backed government.

“I've fallen, and | can’t get up.”

kevin_kilgore@hotmail.com By Kevin Kilgore
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