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Soldiers protect comrades from threats

Story and photo by Staff Sgt. Jeff Troth
TF1-501st PIRPAO

SALERNO, Afghanistan —The Soldiers of Task Force 1-501%
PIR know they can sleep, eat and go about their daily routinesin
relative safety thanks to their brethren who are standing guard
24]7.

Companies within the task force take turns manning the gates
and guard towers that surround Forward Operating Base Salerno.
Company B isfinishing up their five-week tour of duty asthefirst
line of defense for the FOB.

“When the (delivery) trucks come to Salerno we are the only
ones that check them,” said Pfc. Justin Pruitt, Headquarters Pla-
toon, who has been pulling duty at the main gate. “We have to
ensure that nothing getsin that can be used to harm our Soldiers.”

The guards on the FOB’s gates confiscate items such as:
knives, matches, signal mirrorsand metal bars. When the Afghans

See PROTECTION, Page 3

Cpl. Edgar Guzman usesa metal detector to determinethat atruck driver
isnot carrying any contraband onto the forward operating base.

U.S. medical personnel help save lives in Kabul

Story and photo by
Staff Sgt. CynthiaA. Hernandez
211th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

KABUL, Afghanistan — Teaching and
training medical residents how to savelives
is a demanding but rewarding mission for
American medical personnel assigned to
Afghanistan. Although the hospital settings
are unlike those found in the United States,
these individuals, along with local doctors
and nurses, are paving the way to secure a
more stable hospital setting and provide
better quality medical care.

Alongwith the help from the Department
of Health and Human Services (DHHS) and
other organizations, the Rabia-e-Balki

Women's Hospital is receiving valuable
medical training needed for thefuture of Af-
ghanistan.

Lt. Cmdr. David Gahn, M.D., adoctor of
Obstetrics and Gynecology, recently com-
pleted his two-month tour at the women's
hospital. He was temporarily borrowed by
the U.S. Public Health Service for acouple
of months but permanently assigned to the
Hastings Indian Hospital Health Center in
Oklahoma.

“Thetransitionto Afghanistan was pretty
exciting. Part of our residency training in-
cluded being taught how to do things alone
and | really didn’t know why because |
worked inamodern care university hospital
where | had everything,” said Gahn. “And
now | understand why.”

“At first | had to make the adjustment

being in the country of Afghanistan. Asfar
asmy family and friends were concerned, |
was going to war,” Gahn added.

Ghan stressed the biggest transition was
working in a hospital where it had so little
and there was so much death. He said he
saw both babies and mothers dying on a
daily basis, but al the people therewerere-
aly trying hard to save the women’s lives
and protect the children.

“The people were very nice and treated
me well. It was alittle difficult to think to
myself, that if al these people were in the
United States and if they had more money,
then their lives would have been saved,”
Gahn said. “However, most of the time the
babies and women died because of no pre-

See MEDICS, Page 4

English/Dari phrase of the day: Sixty - Shast; Seventy - Haftad; Eighty - Hashtad; Ninety - Nawad
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A U.S. Army Soldier of the 1st Battalion, 22nd
Infantry Regiment of the 4th I nfantry Division,
walks on a foggy morning, in Tikrit, Irag.

Iraqg mortar attack wounds 35
U.S. Soldiers Wednesday

BAGHDAD, Irag—Anti-Americaninsur-
gents fired mortar rounds at aU.S. military
camp Wednesday night, wounding 35 U.S.
soldiers, the U.S. command said.

Six mortar rounds exploded about 6:45
p.m. at Logistical Base Seitz west of Baghdad,
a U.S. military spokesman said in a state-
ment. The camp is located in the so-called
Sunni Muslim triangle that is a stronghold
of resistance to the U.S. occupation of Irag.

“The wounded soldiers were given first
aid and have been evacuated from the site
for further medical treatment,” the statement
said.

The Pentagon added that the soldiers
were from the Army’s 541st Maintenance
Battalion, basedin Fort Riley, Kan., and part
of thelll Corps Support Command.

Themortarshit “aliving areawherethey
have their sleeping quarters,” the spokes-
man said.

A Pentagon spokesman said that some
of those wounded returned to duty shortly
after the attack, while others were hospital -
ized. Thegpokesman, Lt. Col. JamesCassdla,
said he did not know how many were seri-
ously or lightly wounded.

Earlier Wednesday, U.S. troops said they
destroyed a home in Fallujah, the center of
the anti-American insurgency west of
Baghdad, where enraged neighbors said a
married couplewaskilled and their five chil-
dren were orphaned.

The neighbors insisted the couple was
innocent in an attack on the troops that led
them to shell the house.

Bush called for a major overhaul of America’'s
immigration system Wednesday to grant legal
status to millions of undocumented workersin
the United States, saying thecurrent programis
not working.

Bush urges U.S. for major
immigration policy overhaul

WASHINGTON —Promoting aplan that
could brighten his election-year prospects
with Hispanic voters, President Bush on
Wednesday proposed legal status — at least
temporarily — for millionsof illegd immigrants
working in the United States.

But the sweeping policy overhaul, offered
with few specifics, aso angered many inthe
president’s conservative Republican base of
support and drew criticism from advocacy
groups who questioned whether it would do
muchto helpimmigrants.

Democratswereunitedin calling the plan
apalitical ploy that offers afalse promise of
legitimacy for the undocumented workers.

Decrying asystem that now has*“millions
of hardworking men and women condemned
to fear and insecurity in a massive undocu-
mented economy,” Bush urged Congress to
approveatemporary worker program.

The program would be opentoall undocu-
mented workers now in the United States.
Applicantswho can show they haveajob —
or for those still intheir home countries, ajob
offer — would get aninitial three-year work
permit that would be renewable for an un-
specified period.

“We should have immigration laws that
work and make us proud. Yet today we do
not,” Bush said in the White House's East

Room, which he entered to loud cheersfrom
dozens of representatives from Hispanic or-
ganizations and immigration groups.

Senate Judiciary Chairman Orrin Hatch,
R-Utah, praised Bush for opening the debate
and said that anew immigration policy should
“extend a welcoming hand to those whose
presence will benefit our nation and our
economy.”

Allowing undocumented workers, who
make up an unknown percentage of the ap-
proximately 8 millionillega immigrantsnow
inthe United States, towork legaly herewould
benefit all Americans, Bush argued. Hesaid it
would makethe nation’sborders more secure
by allowing officiastofocusmoreonthered
threats to the country and would meet U.S.
employers dire need for workers willing to
take the low-wage, low-skill jobs unwanted
by many Americans.

Chinaidentifies its second
suspected SARS case

BEIJING — Chinareported asecond sus-
pected case of SARS in Thursday, even as
thecountry’sfirst confirmed SARS patient of
the season was released from the hospital.

The new suspected case, a 20-year-old
waitress, was hospitalized with afever on Dec.
31, the official Xinhua News Agency said. It
said shewasunder quarantinein Guangzhou's
No. 8 People’ sHospital.

Theannouncement that shewasofficialy
a suspected case came just minutes after
Xinhua reported that China'sfirst SARS pa-
tient of the season, a 32-year-old television
producer, left a Guangzhou hospital after be-
ing declared recovered.

“His condition improved daily with the
conventional treatment,” Xinhua said. It
didn’t give any other details.

Authorities had quarantined 81 people
who had contact with the man, but say none
has shown symptoms. Most have been re-
| eased.

Guangzhou is the capital of Guangdong
province, where the first outbreak of severe
acute respiratory syndrome is believed to
have begun in November 2002. It killed 58
people and spread worldwide, claiming ato-
tal of 774 livesbefore subsiding in July.
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leave the camp their items are returned to them.

The search of the vehicles is not always an easy task
dueto the size of the load and many compartments. Under
the seats of some trucks Pruitt has found compartments
with wooden planks covering it. Sofar al he hasfound in
these spaces is hoses and other vehicle spare parts.

“Some of those spaces could be overlooked, and they
are perfect placesto hide weapons,” Pruitt said. “ You have
to look as good as you can, and hope you don’t miss any-
thing. | do not want it to be my fault that something madeit
on Salerno that was used to harm any of our Soldiers.”

Approximately seven to 10 trucks arrive each day at
the front gate with supplies and equipment for the task
force. As a precaution, the trucks do not roll through the
gate when they first arrive. Their information and papers
are checked and then verified from Bagram Air Base, where
the shipments originate.

To help deal with thedrivers, who Pruitt said normally
do not speak English, aninterpreter ison hand at the gate.

“We have learned some basic Pashto, so that we can
tell thelocalsto turn around when we are searching them,
or that they are OK and can go,” said Pruitt. “Anything
more than that would be very hard without an interpreter.”

Besides the Soldiers at the gates, several others man
guard towers that ring the perimeter of the compound.
These guards are responsible for noticing anything out of
the ordinary in their sector.

“Once you have been here for a few days you get a
feeling for the position,” said Pfc. Ivan Inouye, 1% Platoon.
“You get to know what is supposed to be out there and
what is supposed to be going on in front of your tower, so
you know when something isn’t right.”

The Soldiers know that their constant vigil serves a
purpose and that when they are not on guard other
Geronimos are providing that security for them.

“When | am on Salerno and not on guard duty | feel
safe,” said Inouye. “1 know that there are Soldiers out here
on guard and keeping a constant lookout.”

Bagram Air Base
MWR presents

“One Hour Photo”
1530Z at the MWR building:
An employee of aone-hour photo lab
becomes obsessed with a young

suburban family.

Tomorrow'smovie
“TheAnima”

Local weather

TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER FORECAST:

Today Friday
Uzbekistan:  Cloudy/Rain Cloudy/Rain

H: 59F H: 57F

L: 47F L: 42F
Bagram: Light Snow Cloudy/Rain

H: 39F H: 43F

L: 32F L: 34F
Kabul: Light Snow Cloudy/Rain

H: 39F H: 43F

L: 32F L: 34F
Kandahar: Cloudy/Rain Cloudy/Rain

H: 59F H: 57F

L: 41F L: 37F

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team
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natal careor they didn’t makeit to the hospi-
tal ontime.”

Gahn, along with other health care per-
sonnel and administrative staff, areworking
to develop a residency program geared to
provide thesewomen with the care they need
for asuccessful pregnancy. The program will
send these residents out into the provinces
where they can provide pre-natal services.
Other programsare also being developed to
provide special educational training for the
nurses.

The Ministry of Health is developing a
basic packagefor health servicesand alarge
portion will cover prenatal care. The resi-
dency program will be somewhat similar to
the one already established in the states. It
will befour yearslong with didactics, learn-
ing objectives, clinical teaching and surgi-
cal teaching.

According to Gahn, setting up this pro-
gramwill beadifficult and challenging task
for al involved. He said it is disorganized
and blamesthisonthe Taliban regime. It was
during these Taliban years that the medical
school was closed and most of the women
weren't allowed to go to school or practice
medicine. Women make up the majority of
residents at Rabia-e-Balki Hospital.

“The most significant thing | have seen
ishereistheattitude of the doctors (women).
Every resident there is a woman and resi-
dency training is the hardest period in a
doctor’slife becausewework 18 hoursaday
and there’'s no time left for other things,”
said Gahn. “Their hushands expect them to
do all thelaundry and al the cooking. They
take care of the family, yet you see these
women show up for work motivated and
wanting to learn and wanting to be better
doctors. Thisisgreat.”

This program will alow not only the
women to become better doctors but to save
more lives. The Rabia-e-Balki is a 60-bed
hospital which comprises of an emergency
room, asurgical ward, delivery room, gyne-
cology obstetrician room, operating room
and neonatal ward. It consistsof 60-70 resi-
dents and doctors aswell as nurses and cer-
tified midwife nurses.

Accordingto Gahn, in comparison tothe
hospita heworksin Oklahomatherearemore
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A mother and her newborn child receive post-partum care at Rabia-e-Balki Women’s Hospital in

Kabul by one of its many certified midwives.

deliveries at thiswomen's hospital. “I work
in a hospital about the size of the Rabia-e-
Hospital. It's a community hospital and we
do about 1,000 ddliveriesayear. At thishos-
pital, we deliver about 16,000 babiesayear.

Hewent onto say that they deliver about
40-50 bahies per day. Most of thebirthswere
normal deliverieswhile somewere Cesarean
or C-sections ranging about 4 percent com-
pared tothe U.S. 20-40 percent.

Unfortunately, the mortality ratefor both
mother and child is high in Afghanistan. In
reports and surveys conducted by the hos-
pital, six monthsago, the maternal mortality
ratewas 173 per 100,000 ‘ black births' asre-
ported by theworld health organization. The
prenatal mortality ratiowherebabiesdiewhile
still in their mother’s womb or die shortly
after birth was about 70 per 1,000. A more
recent study showed a significant drop in
the mortality rates. The maternal ratio was
50 per 1,000 only losing 3-5 babiesaday

Gahn attributed thisdeclineto simplein-
terventions such as teaching personnel
how to treat patients with shock. “A lot of
patients came to the hospital in shock be-
cause they were bleeding severely. All they
needed was |V fluids/therapy and lots of
management. That’swhy we have the emer-
gency room which immediately starts this
process,” said Gahn.

Gahn said he experienced many different
things that he would not have experienced
back in the states. “I learned that it doesn’t
take a whole lot of equipment to do good

Lt. Cmdr. David Gahn, M.D., a doctor of Ob-
stetrics and Gynecology, explains the medical
procedures and care provided at the women'’s
hospital to visiting Soldiers.

medicine. If you work hard and know what
you're doing and understand the basic sci-
ences then you can take care of patients. “

“What | did not realizewasthat living on
an army post what the army actually doesin
apost conflict country,” said Gahn. “ | had
noideathat there are people who aretrained
towork with the different ministries particu-
larly civil affairs personnel to rebuild acoun-
try.”

Gahn went on to say that he believes no
one back in the states really knows what
goes on here with the military and civilian
volunteerswho put so much effort in rebuild-
ing and restructuring Afghanistan. “People
don't see al the volunteers and military
forces that are here rebuilding the schools,
hospitals, teaching the engineers how to
build bridgesplusall themedical care. | was
just really impressed.”



new head coach

Green tabbed Cards’

(Sl.com)—DennisGreen, one
of thewinningest NFL coachesin
the 1990s, signed afour-year con-
tract Wednesday to guide the
struggling ArizonaCardinals.

The 54-year-old Green, who
had a97-62 record in 10 seasons
with Minnesota and led the Vi-
kingsintotheplayoffseight times,
spent the day in San Diego ex-
changing faxes and phone calls
with Cardindsofficiasin Tempe.

Greenwill makeat leest $10mil-
lion in the ded, which includes a
club option for a fifth
season. Hewasthefirgt candidate interviewed by Cardinds officids, and
theteam hasconddered himitsNo. 1 choicefromtheoutset of itscoaching
search, which began after Arizonadismissed Dave McGinnison Dec. 29.

Green'scontract will averagemoremoney thanArizonahasever paid
any of its previous head coaches. A news conference introducing Green
isexpectedto behdd Friday morning at theteam complex in Tempe, Ariz.

“Theattraction of Arizonafor Denny isthat the Cardinals organiza-
tion has had troublewinning and now alot of peopledon’t expect them
to start winning,” said Gary O’ Hagan, Green’s agent told The Associ-
ated Press late Wednesday. “ That creates alot of upside, an opportu-
nity for success.”

“They need to have a winning team because they need to sdll
tickets. Dennisisaproven winner and that’swhat the Cardinalsneed.”

Determined toland Green, Cardind svice presidentsMichad Bidwill
and Rod Graves on Tuesday morning flew to San Diego, where Green
lives, tointerview him asecond time and allow both sidesto get more
comfortablewith one another.

Dennis Green

Rose denies trying to steal spotlight

from Dennis Eckersley, Paul Molitor

NEW YORK - Pete Rose inssted Wednesday he didn't plan to
draw attention away from the elections of Dennis Eckerdey and Paul
Molitor to baseball’sHall of Fame.

Thereleasethisweek of Rose's autobiography, inwhich hefinaly
admits he bet on baseball, upset the Hall of Fame, which announced
Tuesday that Eckerdey and Moalitor wereits latest inductees.

“1 never intended to diminish the exciting newsfor these deserving
players,” Rose said in his statement.

Eckerdey and Malitor accused Rose of bad timing.

“It'salittle disappointing in the timing because we can al seethe
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attention it's getting,” Molitor said. “I answered questions for an hour
yesterday but the only one that was used on the front page of USA
Today was about Pete Rose.”

Rose's publisher, Rodale Inc., originaly announced last year that
the book would be released in March 2004 but moved up the date to
Jan. 8 — two days after the announcement of thisyear’sHall election
results.

Foortsllustrated, which Roda esaid bought first seriadization rights
for the issue hitting newsstands Wednesday, put excerpts on its Web
ste Monday. The Associated Presswroteits own story Monday about
Rose's admission based on the excerptsreleased by Sportslustrated.

“My publisher worked hard to contain the news of this book until
after theHall of Fame announcements, and we were both upset when a
medialeak on Sunday caused the newsto be announced on Monday,”
Rose said.

However, Sports|llustrated saysit rel eased the excerpts only after
consultation with Rodale. Originally, the magazine planned to publish
the excerpts on Wednesday but moved up the date because details of
the book were starting to get out.

Denver fans harass Kobe Bryant as

Nuggets hand Lakers fourth loss

DENVER—-CarmdoAnthony ;
and Denver’s fans made sure
KobeBryant didn’'t enjoy hisre-
turn to Colorado.

Anthony had 20 points and
hel ped harass Bryant into a poor
shooting night, leading the Nug-
getsto a 113-91 rout of the Los
Angeles Lakers on Wednesday
night in Bryant's first game in
Colorado since he was accused of sexual assault last summer.

Bryant was booed from the start and never found arhythm offen-
sively, finishing with 27 points on 8-of-23 shooting with five turn-
overs.

The crowd booed Bryant loudly during introductions and kept it
going every timehetouched theball. A chant of “Guilty! Guilty!” rang
out midway through the third quarter, and several fans made sexual
references throughout the game.

Bryant's frustration boiled over in the third quarter when he
grabbed Anthony under the basket and both players were called for
technical fouls.

Bryant didn’t get much help as Shaquille O’ Neal and Karl Malone
wereout withinjuries.

The Lakers shot 38 percent and were bad on defense, too, leading
to their sixth straight road loss and fourth overall.

A record crowd at the Pepsi Center
jeered KobeBryant.
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Afghanistan Hot Topics

Taliban sorry for “mistake” that killed

16 Afghans near miitary compound

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan (Reuters) — Afghanistan’s ousted
Taliban apol ogized on Wednesday for abomb attack in the south-
ern city of Kandahar that killed 16 people, including many chil-
dren, and called it a botched attempt to target U.S. troops.

The ousted Islamic militia initially denied involvement in
Tuesday’s explosion near amilitary compound as children were
passing on their way home from schoal.

The blast came just two days after a new constitution was
adopted in Kabul, which Afghans hope will usher in aperiod of
peace and stability after a quarter of a century of bloodshed.

“It was amistake by our mujahideen (holy warriors),” senior
Taliban commander Mullah Sabir Momin said by satellite tele-
phone.

“We wanted to target the Provincial Reconstruction Team
(PRT) officein the city, but because of asmall mistake, thisplan
failed,” hetold Reuters.

PRTsare civilian-military groups, mostly under the umbrella
of U.S.-led forces in the country, deployed across Afghanistan
to improve security and support reconstruction efforts. The PRT
in Kandahar isunder U.S. command.

Vital assistance missions have been suspended across as
much as athird of the country due to deteriorating security, with
much of the violence blamed on the Taliban and its allies.

Mominsaid U.S. and allied forces regularly passed along the
route where the explosion occurred.

One person was arrested by Afghan authorities shortly after
the blast, but Momin said he did not know the individual and
that Taliban guerrillas had got away on motorcycles.

He urged residents of the dusty, bleak former Taliban strong-
hold to stay away from buildings belonging to U.S. or Afghan
forces, adding that they would soon be attacked.

A statement from the U.S. military released late on Tuesday
pinned the blame for the atrocity firmly on the Taliban.

“This criminal attack reminds usthat there are still elements
of the former brutal and repressive regime committed to revers-
ing the successes of the Afghan people,” it said.

The Taliban and its allies, including members of a Qaeda,
have declared a“jihad” (holy war) on foreign forces, the U.S.-
backed government in Kabul, Afghan troops and aid workers.

Officials in Kandahar said on Wednesday that the death toll
had risen to 16, and at least eight children were among those
killed. Another 50 people were wounded.

In aseparate development, U.S. and Afghan forces launched
an operation in the border town of Spin Boldak to arrest “impor-
tant Taliban commanders’, an Afghan commander said.

(Compiled by CIJTF-180 Public Affairs)

United Nations Chief: Afghan peace

process has reached ‘critical juncture’

(VOA News) —U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annaniswarning
that the peace process in Afghanistan has reached a ‘critical
juncture’ and warned violence could disrupt upcoming elections.

In areport to the Security Council Tuesday, Mr. Annan said
the security situation in the country had deteriorated at a time
when the peace process demands that just the opposite happen.

He said attacks against civilians had risen dramatically in the
last three months.

The secretary-general said much of the south and south-east
of the country isessentially off-limitsto the United Nations, aid
organizations and central government officials.

The U.N. chief said in order for the peace process to move
forward, political organizations must be able to express them-
selvesfreely.

He said election teams must be allowed to travel to all parts of
Afghanistan to register votersfor the crucial mid-year elections.

Annan suggested convening a new political and donor con-
ference in the first months of this year to address security and
financial contributions to rebuild the country.

The report was released just hours after a bombing in the
Afghan city of Kandahar killed at |east 13 people, most of them
children.

“Gunny, he’'s demanding valet
parking.”

kevin_kilgore@hotmail.com By Kevin Kilgore
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