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Building up Comanche Firebase...

Photo y Sgt. Greg Heath
Soldiers from Co. C, 2-87 Inf., 10th Mountain Division have spent the last week
building up their new home, Comanche Firebase in Ghazni Province. (See
photopage on page 4.)

Sec. Rumsfeld says increase in
end strength not likely for now

Story by Sgt. 1st Class Doug Sample
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTION — Despitewhat he caled a“ spike” in the operationd tempoin
Irag, Defense Secretary Dondd H. Rumsfeld said here Tuesday he hopes stressfrom
increased operationswill not lead to increased troop strength in the country.

“We hopeand believethat the current sressthat isbeing put ontheforceisaspike
... atemporary increase, rather that what would proveto beaplatean,” hetold reporters
during aPentagon briefing. “ Very smply, wedo not expect to have 100,000 (or) 120,000
troopsin asingle country permanently deployed.”

For troops under the stress of increased military operations, he said, the Defense
Department istaking immediate actionsto fix the problem —from training more Irag
security forceswhich now number doseto 200,000 toincreasing internationa military
participation.

The secretary said judtification for not increasing the military’s end strength isnot
that the United States can't afford more troops. “Of course we can,” he said. “The
United Satesisperfectly capableof paying for additiona forcesif wedecidethat that's

See STRENGTH, Page 3

Plans developing for military
academies in Iraq, Afghanistan

Story by Spc. Nate Jastzemski
Pointer View staff writer

WEST POINT, N.Y.—Pansforamilitary academy are
deveoping in Irag and one is set to open next year in
Afghanistan thanks to the hard work and perseverance of
two West Point officers.

Col. George B. Forsythe, West Point’s assistant dean
for education and Lt. Col. Casey Neff, gpecid assigant to
the commandant here for systems and planning, recently
spent morethan eight weeksinthe Middle East todevelop
the plansto start academiesin Afghanistan and Irag.

The project darted in October. That's when the two
traveled to Afghanistan to meet with Mgj. Gen. Karl
Eichenberry, commander of the Officeof Military Cooperar
tion there. With numerous Afghan military leaders and
Turkish Col. Sener Tekbas, the group embarked on apro-
gramtojointly developanew four-year academic program.
Thisprogram, Forsythesad, wasintendedtodevelop* lead-
ersof character” who could command troops and one day
help redevelop the nation.

“Weoriginaly wanted to set them up with atwo-year
program, but they showed nointerest,” heexplained. “ They
wanted amodern, Western-style military academy witha
four-year education program.

Theforeign contingent d sowanted aprogram, hecor
tinued, that would alow their officers to earn degreesin
goplicable civilian fields so they could contribute “more
than military knowledgetotheir netion.”

Neff said the idea was not unlike another one that
surfaced decades ago.

“Therearepardldswithwhat theAfghan|esderswant
to do and what thegraduatesof West Point did for theU.S.
inthe 19th century,” hesaid. “ They want officerswho will
take their knowledge and experience not only as military
leaders, but also as civilian leaders who will apply
hardworking military ethostotheinfrastructureof thecoun-
try.

“The Afghan leaders we dedlt with are committed to
meaking their country better and working with them went
well beyond our expectations,” Neff added.

English/Dari phrase of the day: Sixty - Shast; Seventy - Haftad; Eighty - Hashtad; Ninety - Nawad
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World News (Compiled from CNN.com)

Bush: “Muchremainsfor ustoexploreandtolearn.”

Bush unveils vision for moon

WASHINGTON —Saying “thedesireto
explore and understand is part of our char-
acter,” President Bush Wednesday unveiled
an ambitious plan to return Americansto the
moon by 2020 and use the mission as a
steppingstone for future manned trips to
Mars and beyond.

“We do not know wherethisjourney will
end, yet we know this — human beings are
headed into the cosmos,” Bush said. “Man-
kind is drawn to the heavens for the same
reason we were once drawn into unknown
lands and across the open sea. We choose
to expl ore space because doing so improves
our livesand lifts our national spirit.”

The president unveiled what he billed as
a “new course” for the nation’s space pro-
graminaspeechat NASA headquarters, shift-
ing thelong-term focusfrom the space shuttle
and theinternational space stationtothecre-
ation of anew manned space vehiclethat will
beflying with acrew in 10 yearsand will re-
turn humans to the moon within 16 years.

Bush proposed spending $12 billion over
the next five years on the effort. About $1
billion of that will comefrom anincreasein
NASA's budget, while the other $11 billion
would come from shifting funds from exist-
ing programswithin NASA's current $86 bil-
lion budget. The overall NASA budget
would stay at about 1 percent of the federal
budget, according to White House figures.

Fastow and wife plead guilty
HOUST ON —Ex-Enron chief financid of-
ficer Andrew Fastow pleaded guilty Wednes-
day to two counts of wire and securitiesfraud
for his role in the accounting scandal that
rocked the corporate world and brought down

the energy company.

Fastow entered hispleain afederd court
inHouston and agreed to servea10-year prison
sentence and to cooperate with authorities.

His wife, Lea Fastow, once an assistant
treasurer at Enron, also pleaded guilty to tax
fraud in exchange for a five-month sentence.
She could have faced up to 37 yearsin prison
if convicted onal counts.

The couplewantsto avoid overlappingjail
sentences because of their two young sons,
their lawvyerssaid.

Andrew Fastow was accused of being the
mastermind behind acomplex web of fraudu-
lent accounting dealsat Enron andisthe high-
est-ranking executive to be convicted in the
scandal.

An Israeli border police officer wounded in
Wednesday's attack receives medical attention.

Female suicide bomber kills at
least four Israelis at border

JERUSAL EM —A femaesuicidebomber
killed at least four Israglis Wednesday morn-
ing at the Erez border crossing separating Is-
rael and northern Gaza, according to Isradli
military sources.

Threesoldiersand onelsradli civilianwere
killedinthe attack, aswasthe bomber, accord-
ing to the sources. Ten people, including four
Palestinians, werewounded.

Israel Radio and the Isragli daily newspa
per Ha' aretz quoted Israel Defense Forces
Brig. Gen. Gad Shamni, commander of the
army’s Gaza Division, as saying when the
bomber reached the area where Paestinian
workersareingpected prior toentry into I srael,
shetold security personnel that shehad ametal
platein her leg, which could set off analarm.

“Because shewasawoman, afemale Sol-
dier was sent for, to inspect her,” Shamni said.
“While she was waiting for the arriva of the

woman Soldier, (the bomber) apparently suc-
ceeded in penetrating a meter or two into the
ingpection hall, and blew herself up.”

Hamas, aPd egtinian | damic fundamental-
ist organization, claimed joint responsibility for
the attack with theAl AgsaMartyrs Brigades,
amilitary offshoot of Palestinian |eader Yasser
Arafat’sFatah movement.

Both groups have claimed responsibility
for previousterrorist attacksagaingt |sradli tar-
getsand have been labeled terrorist organiza
tionsby the U.S. State Department.

Dick Gephardt visits with 7-month-old Megan
Klabunde after calling Dean a “fair-weather
friend” in a speech Wednesday in Nevada, | owa.

Dich Gephardt on Howard
Dean: ‘Manufactured anger’

NEVADA, lowa — Rep. Dick Gephardt
blasted Democratic presidentia front-runner
Howard Dean in a sharply worded speech
Wednesday, calling Dean a “fair-weather
friend” of Americanworkersandrailing against
“the cynical politics of manufactured anger.”

Gephardt, D-Missouri, and Dean are run-
ning neck-and-neck in the pallsjust five days
before the lowa caucuses.

Gephardt condemned Dean’s support for
the North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA) while Vermont's governor in the
1990s. He questioned the sincerity of Dean’'s
campaign pledge to seek labor and environ-
menta protectionsin new trade pacts.

“Howard Dean travels the country and
yellsand poundsthe podium against NAFTA,
against the secrecy of the Bush-Cheney White
House and againgt insider corporate dedls,”
Gephardt said.
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dedirable Thequestioniswhether, intheinformation age, measur-
ing end strength is the only, or even the best, way to look at the
problem, and whether permanently raising end strength would or
would not be the best solution.”

Hesad the 21t century requiresafocuson qudity, not quan-
tity. “What iscritical to successin combat isnot necessarily mass,
asmuch ascapability,” hesaid, noting thet coditionforcesinIraq
defeated a large enemy not with mass, “but with overmatching
speed, power and agility.”

DoD isinvestingin new information-agetechnol ogies—preci-
sion wegpons, unmanned air and sea vehidles and other less-
manpower-intensve platforms and technologies — as a way of
improvingforcecapability, Rumsfed said. Inaddition, hesad, the
military isworking toincreasethe“jointness’ of itsforces.

Other measures the department is taking to reduce sress on
U.S forcesinduderebdancing theactiveforcewiththeGuard and
Reserve to reduce rdiance on involuntary mobilization. And the
secretary said DoD ismoving forward with itsplan to civilianize
thousands of military jobs, thus “freeing military personnd for
military tasks”

Rumsfeld said the department alreedy hasused itsemergency
powers to temporarily increase end srength of U.S. troops by
ome36,000. “ That'sacondderableincresse” hesaid. Henoted
that a permanent end-strength increase could prove to be the
dowest, most expendve option for reducing sress on the force.

“The cods are Szesble over alifetime of each added service
member,” hesaid, “and because of thetimeit takestorecruit, train
andintegratenew military personnel, the benefitsredly cannot be
fdtfor sometime”

The secretary o emphasized that a permanent increasein
end strength would require cuts elsawherein the defense budget,
“crowding out funding for various types of transformationd ca-
pabilities.” Thosecgpatilities hesaid, would dlow themilitary “to
do more with theforcesthet we currently have.”

Stll, Rumsfeldtold reporters, hewill dowhatever “ makesthe
most sense”

“Tothe extent it involves an increase in end strength we will
proposeit tothepresident,” hesaid. However, headded that heis
comfortable” a themoment” with theactionsDoD istaking.

Bagram Air

MWR presents

“Formula 51"
0830Z a theMWR building:
An American master chemist plansto score

big on aoncein alifetimedrug deal. All does

not go as planned and he is soon entangled
in aweb of deceit.
1530Z: KaraokeNight
Tomorrow'smovie:
“Malibu’s Most Wanted.”

Base

Local weather

TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER FORECAST:

Today Friday
Uzbekistan:  Cloudy/Rain Cloudy/Rain

H: 64F H: 52F

L: 39F L: 34F
Bagram: Cloudy/Rain Cloudy/Fog

H: 50F H: 48F

L: 37F L: 34F
Kabul: Cloudy/Rain Cloudy/Fog

H: 48F H: 46F

L: 36F L: 32F
Kandahar: Thunderstorms Cloudy/Rain

H: 68F H: 64F

L: 48F L: 45F

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team
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BuildingaFirebase

Photo Page by Sqt. Greg Heath son have worked tirdesdy since
4" Public Affairs Detachment arrivingin Ghazni Provinceon Jan.
6to creste ComancheFrebase The

GHAZNI PROVINCE,Af-  soldiersat thefirebaseare support-
ghanistan—Soldiersof Company  ingoperationscurrently being con-
C, 2nd Battalion, 87th Infantry  ducted by the entire battalion
Regiment, 10th Mountain Divi-  throughout the province.

=

(Above) Company C Soldiers spent daysfilling sandbags, in between time
spent pulling guard shifts and conducting presence patrols, to create
bunkersandtofortify their new firebase. (L eft) Soldiersworked together
to lift heavy sandbags to various guard tower positions located on top of
walls up to 15 ft. high at thefirebase.

Soldiersform a human chain to move tons of suppliesthat the infantry company will use while conducting operations at the firebase.
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Matt Mauck ended his college career with a national title.

Mauck to forego final year, head for draft

BATON ROUGE, La. —Matt Mauck, quarterback of the LSU
team that won the Sugar Bow! and a Bowl Championship Series
national title, said hewill forego hisfinal year of college eligibility
and enter the NFL Draft.

Mauck was 18-2 as a starter and set an LSU record with 28
touchdown passes last season.

“1 want to give it my best shot and hopefully it will work out,”
Mauck said Tuesday during a news conference. He was accompa-
nied by head coach Nick Saban.

“We wanted this guy to come back, but we' re happy he hasthe
opportunity,” Saban said. “He's been the leader, he's been the com-
mander in chief out there.”

Mauck, who turns 25 next month, graduated in pre-med in De-
cember and he is getting married in February. He said he would
continue applying to dental schools to keep his options open.

His decision was one of a series by players who had been con-
sidered candidates for the NFL.

Junior defensive end Marcus Spears said at the same news con-
ference on Tuesday that he would stay at L SU for his senior year.

McNabb shows his game still a threat

PHILADEL PHIA —Donovan McNabb tried to shed therunning
quarterback label, insisting he was a pocket passer who only
scrambled when plays broke down.

This season, McNabb seemed hesitant to run, often passing up
chances when he had open lanes or waiting too long and getting
sacked.

But he just couldn’t help himself in last week’s playoff win
against Green Bay. With hisreceiversforced outside, McNabb had
all the room he needed to run for 107 yards — an NFL postseason
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record for quarterbacks.

Combined with his 248 yards and two touchdowns passing, the
Eaglesbeat the Packers 20-17 in overtimeto reach their third straight
NFC title game Sunday against Carolina.

McNabb shrugged off the record, saying he ran out of neces-
sity.

“1 just tried to protect theball,” McNabb said. “1 knew they were
blitzing, | looked at my first and second read and | knew | was about
to get hit, so | just tried to protect the ball.”

Coach Andy Reid had asimpler explanation.

“1t looked like he was the one guy that they didn’t account for,”
Reid said.

Kobe goes on IL with sprained shoulder

EL SEGUNDO, Cadlif. —
Kobe Bryant was placed on
the injured list Wednesday
and is expected to miss up to
three weeks with a sprained
right shoulder.

L akers coach Phil Jackson
said Bryant won't need sur-
gery.

Bryant was injured in a
collision with Cleveland’'s
Kedrick Brown on Monday
night.

The NBA's seventh-lead-
ing scorer with a 22.0-point
average, Bryant was injured
late in the first quarter of an
89-79 victory over the Cava
lierswhen hefaked Browninto
theair outsidethe 3-point line
and Brown landed on Bryant’s shoul der.

In obviouspain, Bryant madethree freethrows, but | eft after the
period ended and went to thelocker room for X-rays. Bryant played
alittle morethan five minutesin the second quarter, but wasclearly
not himself, running with hisright arm hanging at his side.

Bryant had surgery on his shoulder June 12 — four weeks after
the Lakerswere eliminated from the second round of the playoffsby
San Antonio. He had an inflamed bursa removed and a frayed la
brumtrimmed.

On Wednesday, the L akers signed guard Ime Udokato a 10-day
contract. Hewaswith the L akersthrough training camp and played
in six preseason games, averaging 3.7 points, 1.3 reboundsand 0.7
assistsin 8.8 minutes.

Kobe Bryant played parts of two quar-
tersMonday after heinitially injured
his shoulder.
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Afghanistan Hot Topics

Troops overcome local security fears

GOMAL, Afghanigtan (The Chrigtian Science Monitor) —With gold
turbans and eyesringed in black, the Afghan men squat in acirdein the
dugt, listening intently to the first U.S. Soldiersto gppear in this desolate
border outpost for a least ayesr.

“Wearenot likethe Russians. Wewon't come here and bomb every-
thing,” aSoldier tdlsthem. “| have many men and many bombs, and | can
bringthemal,” hesays, asanApachegunship swoopsoverhead. “But’'m
not going to. | want only to use them against the bad people.”

TheAfghansrespondinitidly with hard looksand few words A tribal
elder, taken as de and asked whether heknows of any Tadiban or d Qaeda
fightersinthearea, answersamply, “No.”

“It'stoo dangerous,” an Afghan interpreter whispers to me, “asking
that question is like announcing this man's death in the newspaper.”

The10th Mountain Divisonmissoninto uncharted territory of Pektika
Provinceillusratesastark dilemmafacing U.S. forcesasthey push deeper
into Afghanistan’s lawless borderlands. How to persuade Afghansto risk
their lives and divulge guerrilla whereabouts in return for a promise of
security and development.

“The ditizens here have had one choice: We re with the d Qaeda, or
we redeed,” saysLt. Cal. MikeHoward, thetop U.S. commander in Paktika.
Villagersintheborder digrictsof Gomd, Barmd, and Gayanare* completdly
ungoverned” and eadily bribed or forced to supply guerrillas with food,
shdlter, and proxy fighters, hesays. “ Our chdlengeisto givethem (ancther)
choice”

Todothis, U.S. ground troopsare expanding their presencein Paktika
and other troubled regions of eastern and southern Afghanigtan, policing
morewidely and aggressvely. TheU.S. strategy meansshifting away from
large-sca e swegpsand dow, top-down planningill-suited tofighting insur-
gents, some officers say. Ingtead, amadler, more agile units — including
Specid Forcesteamslinked withAfghan militia—arebranching outtowin
over villagersand flush out guerrillas.

“We can't hunker down in the firebases” says Howard, whose 1-87
Infantry Battalion now makesfrequent, unpredictableforaysfar beyondits
fort-like outpogts at Orgun and Shkin. Last month, 1-87 joined Operation
Avaanche, aseriesof overlapping missonsaong the Pakistani border thet
involved some 2,000 of the 13,000 U.S. troopsinAfghanistan.

U.N. office and aid agency attacked

KABUL, Afghanigtan (IRIN) — The Afghan NGOs Security Office
(ANSDO), an organi zation providing security advicetonationd andinterna:
tional NGOsinthecountry, confirmed that abomb exploded infront of the
office of aninternationd ad organization in the northern city of Mazar-e-
Sharif on Sunday.

According to the group, one person was injured as a result of the
explosion, which occurred outs de premisesbel onging to French aid group
Agency for Technica Cooperation and Development (ACTED). “Itisbe-
lieved that an explosive device was either thrown or planted againgt the

(Compiled by CIJTF-180 Public Affairs)

guard hut,” Nick Downie, ANSO project coordinator, told IRIN on Tuesday
in Kabul, adding that the injured person was a passer-by.

AnACTED gaff member contacted by IRIN confirmed theexplosion,
but said it was not clear whether it had been agrenade attack or a planted
mine. “The explosion did not affect our activities and our operations are
ongoing. Aninvestigation isunderway by loca police” hesaid.

Sunday’s explasion, which happened at around 8:10 in the evening,
followed thediscovery of animprovised explosvedevice, near theUnited
NationsAssstance Misson in Afghanistan (UNAMA) regiond officein
Mazar-e-Sharif city center on Jan. 8, the United Nations confirmed. “At
goproximately 6:30in the evening on 8 January, animprovised explosive
device was discovered in a ditch near the UNAMA office in Mazar-e-
Shaiif,” said Manod deAlmedaeSilva, aUNAMA spokesman.

Thedevice was deactivated by ademining team. “ The chief of police
wasinformed and policewereimmediately deployed to cordon off thearea
andawaitthearrivd of ademiningteam,” hesaid. TheU.N. officid respon-
sble for security in Afghanistan, UNAMA Chief of Saff, Margareta
Wahlstrom, condemned theattack. “Wedotaketheseattemptsto destablise
the work of the U.N. and internationd organizations serioudy and arein
close contact with the authorities to pursue the investigation,” she told
IRINinKabul.

ANSO sad they did not have any indication of amotivefor the attack
onACTED. “Wecanonly rdateit tothepreviousUNAMA incident by the
use of an explogve device and the short space of time between those
incidents” Downiesaid.

“Can you sew a pocket for my cell
phone?”

kevin_kilgore@hotmail.com

Laugh Support

By Kevin Kilgore




