Afghan National Army (ANA) Continues to Deploy Throughout Provinces
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Showing the people of Afghanistan that the Afghan National Army (ANA) is a professional, disciplined army requires visibility throughout the provinces.  In addition to the realistic training received at the Kabul Military Training Center and at their installations around the capital, deployments throughout the provinces are a necessary and continuous part of the army’s program to maintain combat proficiency and readiness.  Over recent months, Kandaks (battalions) of the ANA deployed to Paktia, Paktika, Khowst, and Bamian provinces.  The soldiers of the ANA have been warmly welcomed by local citizens wherever they have appeared.  The ANA’s missions in the areas to which they have deployed are diverse: conducting security patrols in cities with local police forces; establishing checkpoints to search for criminal; performing combat operations against  terrorists; attacking and arresting bandits and thieves; supporting local authorities’ efforts to disarm warring factional forces; and others.  During their deployment operations, the ANA soldiers often speak with village leaders to assess local needs and help identify locations for eventual cooperative civil-military affairs projects designed to help local Afghan citizens.  

Providing for security and educating the people about the new ANA is a prime example of the steps that the Islamic Transitional Government of Afghanistan (ITGA), with the support of the international community and the Coalition, is taking in order to bring the country of Afghanistan together as one nation.  

ANA soldiers units have very effectively won the support of the citizens of the areas in which they have trained and operated, and have sparked the interest of Afghans, young and old alike.  Despite their limited deployment times in the field, ANA soldiers have left lasting impressions on the citizens, leading them one step closer to becoming a universally accepted, and respected national army.  

Sergeant Mohammad Mirwais, a 20-year old recent graduate of the NCO course, assigned to 1st Kandak, 3rd Brigade, deployed to the Gardez area.  There his unit conducted checkpoint operations and presence patrolling.  When asked how the people viewed his unit, SGT Mirwais stated, “At first when we went into a village the people were nervous and did not know what to expect, but when they realized we were the new Afghan National Army and understood that we were not some outside factional force, they welcomed us.  This kind of support from the Afghan people gives us pride in knowing that our efforts are helping to bring about peace and security in Afghanistan.”  




ANA Company Preparing to Move Out 








Children Receive ANA Leaflets








