Afghan National Army Awareness Trip to Badakhshan Province
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On August 23rd, senior representatives of the Interim Transitional Government of Afghanistan, Kabul-based diplomats, and military leaders from the Coalition traveled to the upper northeast corner of Afghanistan to Badakhshan Province to discuss the Afghan National Army (ANA) with local officials and elders.  With Ministry of Defense helicopter support, the trip allowed officials to stop off in the Province’s capital city of Feyzabad and in the town of Baharak.  The Honorable Mohammad Aman Amini, Governor of Badakshan, welcomed the delegation upon its arrival to Feyzabad.  He spoke of his support to President’s Karzai’s Administration and the ANA.  He announced the people of his province are willing and ready to send their sons to join the ANA to help the peace process proceed in Afghanistan.  
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At the community meetings in both Feyzabad and Baharak, several speeches were made.  The Ministers of Justice and Reconstruction, and the National Security Advisor to the President, encouraged the people to support the ANA and the Nation.  Lieutenant General Baryalai, Deputy Minister of Defense, explained the concept of the newly established ANA.  He promised the gathering a National Army Volunteer Center recruiting office would be opened in their province within the next few months and that the government would provide good care for newly recruited soldiers.  During his talk, pamphlets describing the benefits of joining the ANA in Dari and Pashto were handed out to the crowd.  
During the presentations, Captain Shapoor, the Kabul Military Training Center Public Information Officer, gave an information briefing on the ANA to the overflow crowd.  After listening to the speakers and reading the handout material, many young men were seen expressing an interest in joining the ANA.  
The Japanese Chargé spoke of Japan’s commitment to assist the Afghan people in the reconstruction of their country and of his nation’s support for the ANA.  It was evident in the speeches of the day the international community, the leadership, and people of Afghanistan are all excited about the future and the role the ANA will play in providing security and prosperity for Afghanistan. 
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