Afghan National Army Central Corps Staff Officer Course Graduation
On August 24th, over 30 Afghan National Army (ANA) officers received their certificates at the graduation ceremony of the first Corps Staff Officer Course held at the Kabul Military Training Center (KMTC).  Several dignitaries from both the Ministry of Defense and Coalition Forces attended the ceremony.  As the ANA continues to grow, so does the need for an officer professional development program.  Th[image: image1.jpg]
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is four-week course prepares Brigade and Corps staff officers in the grades of lieutenant to major general to perform command and staff functions at their respective levels.  The extensive course curriculum covers subjects including the role of a staff officer, preparing and conducting briefings, providing staff estimates, and preparation and issue of operational orders. Additionally, officers learn to apply the principles of the Military Decision Making Process (MDMP) used by many NATO forces.  MDMP follows a structured methodology to enable a commander and his staff to think through the problems associated with any given military operation and to prepare orders for subordinate units.  The course, jointly taught by ANA and Coalition retired-military civilian instructors, underscores the combined efforts of the Ministry of Defense and the Coalition to educate and improve the professional skill set within the officer ranks.
Colonel Dur Mohammad, one of the students, said “I am very satisfied with the course.  It provided excellent information on how to organize a staff.”  Major Mohammad Aga Jaan Hemadi, was also pleased with the instruction provided, especially in the areas of new tactics and ideas on how best to manage the staff of a tactical unit.  He said, “The biggest value of the course may have been in the improved staff relationships and cooperation developed during our course of instruction.”  As members of the various staffs represented learned together, common doctrine and procedures will be critical to the success of the Central Corps.  “The unity of our efforts will make Central Corps the best fighting force in Afghan history,” said Major General Moeen, the designated Central Corps Commander.  He emphasized to his staff “the ANA is not an army of Pashtuns or Tajiks, or an army of a political party or faction; it is an army of the people of Afghanistan.  It is our job to develop, lead, and retain disciplined, professional soldiers.”  On 30 August the formal activation of Central Corps will take place at Pol-e-charki.  A Coalition guest speaker told the graduating students, “The eyes of the world will be on you.  You are the hope of Afghanistan.  Your mission is not only in building your Army, but in helping to build your Nation.” 
Corps Officers Study MDMP
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