First Class of Afghan National Army 
Instructors Graduate
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From 19 July to 6 August, 2003, the Coalition, supported by the US Defense contractor, MPRI., conducted the first Instructor Training Class (ITC) for Afghan National Army (ANA) officers at the Kabul Military Training Center (KMTC).  One of the Afghan Ministry of Defense and Coalition initiatives to help modernize the ANA has been to prepare ANA military officers to teach courses at KMTC.  This first class of 16 students, all of whom are field-grade officers (majors, lieutenant colonels, and colonels) have been taught to perform instructor duties including the ability to conduct future training management courses, brigade & corps staff officer courses, and additional instructor training classes for other selected ANA military instructors.  Most of the 16 officers completing the ITC already have many years of teaching experience in the military with an average of 20-25 years of service each.  One of the graduating students, Colonel (COL) Gulajan, said many courses of instruction at KMTC presently follow Coalition military doctrine based on the background and experience of the MPRI instructors (all of whom are retired U.S. military personnel), and other Coalition military instructors.  The first group of certified Afghan military instructors, having completed their training, will now begin to gradually develop Afghan training doctrine on which all future instruction will be based at KMTC.  Having quality Afghan military instructors at KMTC expedites the instruction process for all ANA soldiers by eliminating the need for translation when foreign military instructors teach classes.  In turn, this enables the Afghan National Army to be trained more rapidly, thus contributing to the security of Afghanistan.
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COL Gulajan Receives Diploma
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