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(Compiled from
CNN.com)

Prosecutors
seek death
penalty for
Runnionkiller

SANTA ANA, Calif.
— Prosecutors an-
nounced Monday
they intend to seek the
death penalty against
Alejandro Avila, the
man accused of killing
5-year-old Samantha
Runnion. Orange
County District At-
torney Tony
Rackauckas made the
announcement at a
Monday afternoon
news conference.

Woman accused
of runningdown
husband
HOUSTON

— Suspecting her
husband of having an
affair, Clara Harris
did what wealthy
wives can afford to
do: she hired an in-
vestigator to follow
her husband. While
doing hisjob hevideo
taped an enraged
Harris allegedly Kill-
ing her husband in a
parking lot by run-
ning him over three
times with her silver
Mercedes-Benz.
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West Pointers
pick up war
experience

By Spc. Erica Leigh Foley
28th Public Aftfairs Detachment

With a classroom of cadets
waiting for them at the U.S. Mili-
tary Academy at West Point, N.Y.,
five members of the faculty de-
ployed to Afghanistan with a
multi-faceted mission.

The instructors came from di-
verse backgrounds in the Army
and academics. Infantry, aviation,
armor, field artillery and Special
Forces experiences are combined
with the academic specialties of
physics, physical education and
computer science within this

Bagram, Afghanistan
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Guard duty

The sun sets behind a guard tower occupied by paratroopers of the

See TEACHERS, Page 2 i

82nd Airborne Division's Company B, 3rd Battalion, 505th Para-
chute Infantry Regiment, Fort Bragg, N.C., serving in Operation
Enduring Freedom as security for various patrols.

By Spc. Jason B. Baker
49th Public Affairs
Detachment (Airborne)

Most service mem-
bers deployed to
Kandahar Airfield share
their experiences with
loved ones through let-
ters, e-mail or a phone
call. Itisarareopportu-
nity when the experience
can be shared together.

Two paratroopers,
stepfather and son, de-

All in the Family
Father, stepson serve together in Khandahar

ployed with the 82" Air-
borne Division’s Task
Force Panther, are shar-
ing and supporting each
other while serving in
thewar onterror.

“He’s my motiva-
tion,” said Sgt. Edward
Guardo, engineer, Head-
quarters and Headquar-
ters Company, 307" En-
gineer Battalion Fort
Bragg, N.C. “It'sagood
feeling to see him here.
It makesit easier for me.”

Guardo says his fa-
ther has supported him
throughout his military
career and now on his
first deployment, hisfa-
ther isstill thereto help.

“My Dad helped me
pick my MOS (military
occupational spe-
cialty),” Guardo said.
“He's also the only rea-
son | went airborne.”

Before accepting his
father's help on a career
choice, Guardo, inan act

of adolescent rebellion,
tattooed USMC on his
arm whilein the Marine
delayed entry program
for ayear, remembershis
step father, Staff Sgt.
Robert Long, nuclear,
biological and chemical
non-commissioned of -
ficer, 39 Brigade, 505"
Parachute Infantry Regi-
ment, 82 Abn. Div. , Fort
Bragg, N.C.

See FAMILY, Page 3 =
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ing and eye protection.

Photo by Sgt. Reeba Critser

Enforcing standards

Spc. Seven Tucker, 21st Military Police Company,
Fort Bragg, N.C., writes an Armed Forces Traffic
Ticket. The Bagram Air Base MPs are now enforc-
ing CJTF - 180 policies and will issue tickets for
violations including pedestrians walking on Disney
Drive,speeding and those driving military vehicles
without proper headgear and seatbelts. Those driv-
ing Armored Tactical Vehicles must also wear hear-
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group of soldiers.

They came to help with the
Joint Task Force headquarters
new requirement to conduct
monthly operational assess-
ments of progress of the over-
all missioninAfghanistan, said
Lt. Col James Dickens, deputy
director of plans, Joint Task
Force—180.

“This is a substantial mis-
sion that we have adopted from
(U.S. Central Command). These
officerscameto perform thetask
of coming up with an assess-
ment system that is useable by
asmall staff, aswe have here at
CJTF 180,” hesaid.

Beyond that, the assess-
ment process is meant to en-
hance staff coordination specifi-
cally inthe area of formulating
futureplans, said Lt. Caol. Daniel
Ragsdale, Ph. D., team chief for
the assessment cell team.

“Thisisfairly new — there
is no doctrinal (tactics, tech-
niques and procedures) that tell
you how to do an assessment
at this level,” said Maj. Hank
Taylor, U.S.M.C. instructor and
assessment cell member.

The oldiers are assessing the
mission, it'seffectivnessand if the
godsaresst a optimd levels. Based
onhowwell they areworking out, it
may be used asthe basisfor future
plans.
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Pictured left toright, Lt. Col Daniel Ragsdale, Maj. Jamie Gough,
Maj. Kevin Murphy and Maj. Hank Taylor, the Coalition Joint
Task Force assessment cell officers, study a terrain model of

Afghanistan.

“Welook at thewhole cam-
paign, not just specific opera-
tions. It's a much bigger and
broader based assessment,”
said Taylor.

“We try to bring it all to-
gether so we can provide the
commander his assessment of
operationsand if the objectives
are being met,” Taylor said.

Although the newsisn't al-
ways that positive, he said the
commander appreciates and
needs an honest review.

Redligning of resourcesisone
of the areas being looked at.

If oneareaisahead of expecta-
tions and ancther is lacking, they
adjust assets for the best overdl
conditionsfor the misson.

“The biggest contribution
we are leaving behind is help-
ing to refine the process, but we
are also leaving behind a soft-
ware product that will help them
continuein the evolution of the
process,” said Ragsdale.

He said one of the chal-
lenges of the softwareisto re-
duce the number of soldiersdo-
ing thereview.

“Nobody probably expected
thereto beateam of peoplea West
Point degpingintheir officeswork-
ing to devel op software to support
the assessment process,” said
Raggdde.

Another important part of
what they are doing is taking
back |essons |learned to the ca-

dets and faculty at West Point.

The team agrees, they
wanted to learn and experience
as much as they could to take
back to the classroom.

Often times the instructors
will take time during class to
share an experience he has had
in the army and use that as a
means to make a point or en-
hance the lesson that day.

Their timesherewill also be
shared with other West Point
instructors, not only through
stories, but, through briefings
and after action reports.

Ragsdale said that therewas
an unbelievable amount of sup-
port from both CJTF-180 and
fromtheU.S.M.A.

CJTF — 180 headquarters
and the soldiers on ground
madethecrew fed likethey were
part of the team from the first
day to the end of their eight-
week visit to Afghanistan.

What they have done will
help the commander of thejoint
task force in Afghanistan, the
commander of CENTCOM and
ultimately the president havean
understanding of how the mili-
tary mission in Afghanistan is
going.

Asaresult of their monthly
assessments, soldiersand the
American public may better un-
derstand how much longer mili-
tary operations will continue
here.
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“He (Long) always
said | wasgoingtobea
‘leg’,” Guardo said. “He
wouldn’t tell mewhat a
leg was, but when | fi-
nally found out, he
helped me realize |
would have a better
chance of going air-
bornein the Army.

"We went to MEPS
(military entrance pro-
cessing station) to-
gether and he helped
me pick out combat en-
gineer asajob.

"I had the tattoo
covered up before |
went to basic training.

“l didn'tlikemy job
at first,” Guardo added.
“But now that I’ ve been

doing it for afew years
| really likeit. Engineers
get alot of respect be-
cause of all thework we
do.”

Early on, Long re-
members Guardo com-
ing to him and telling
himthetrialsof being a
private in the Army.
Long told his son the
hardships he experi-
enced would “build
character.”

But now here in Af-
ghanistan support goes
both ways, said Long.

“Misery loves com-
pany” and just seeing
each other around camp
and knowing hissonis
here enduring the same
thing, motivates each
of them.

Guardo and Long
stated they do not get
to see as much of each
other asthey would like
because of differences
in shifts, but every once
in awhile the two will
end up going to break-
fast at the same time.

Long said, he and
his stepson use the rare
moments they spend
together as a chance to
talk about the mother
and wife they left back
at home and about how
the day is going.

Being on the de-
ployment together will
not only help them now
but also in the future,
when they are both in
rocking chairs as old
veterans, said Guardo.

Aug. 7, 2002 < Freedom Watch < Page 3
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Staff Sgt. Robert Long, nuclear, biological and
chemical non-commisioned officer, 3rd Brigade,
505th Parachute I nfantry Regiment and stepson Sgt.
Edward Guardo, engineer, Headquartersand Head-
quarters Co. 307th Engineer Battalion, share their
time in a combat zone together.

“We have shared
experiences,” said
Guardo. “Most father
and sons go fishing to-
gether, swimming or
boating, but we are in

combat together. Just
Tommy and his dad
fishing doesn’t make
history, but this is a
story that will last
years."

Local weather
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GConviTion SrorTSZONE

The NFL wants ‘you’ for
their campaign

The National Football League is looking for a few good men and
women for aspecial mission.

The NFL will produce a series of commercial spots called “Postcards
from Home,” profiling deployed service members keeping in contact with
loved ones and friends back home. The “Postcards From Home” cam-
paign will consist of 15-20 commercials altogether. Thefirst four to five
spotswill air Sept. 5 through the fall, with additional ads for Thanksgiv-
ing, Christmas and the Super Bow!.

TheNFL filmteamislooking for heartwarming, dynamic and visually
stunning stories of service men and women who are communicating
often with their familiesto help illustrate both sides of personal dedica-
tion and sacrifice.

Some examples of story ideasinclude:

++ A sports coach who is serving but keeps in touch with his team.

“*Military personnel who left a corporate job but e-mail their co-
workers often.

A farming family who will be missing their son or daughter during
harvest time while he or she serves.

A classof inner city children who write often to a particul ar service
member.

Recommendations must include the service member’s name, rank,
unit, installation, age, current duty location, hometown and contact in-
formation (DSN/e-mail). It must also include the service member’s cur-
rent deployment duties, who and how that service member keep in touch
with those back home and the nature of the relationship shared (parents,
friend, students, spouse, etc.). Inaddition, include the submitter’s name,
DSN number and e-mail where, the unit’s location (in theatre) and the
unit commander or first sergeant’s name.

Send all entries to timothy.beninato@us.army.mil or
rhonda.m.lawson@us.army.mil. Or stop by the Morale, Welfare and Rec-
reation tent on Friday, 6:30 am. to 8:30 a.m. Zulu, and 2:30 p.m. to 4:30
p.m. Zulu, and sign up at the Hometown News Rel ease desk.

For moreinformation, call DSN 318-231-4239.

(Combined Joint Task Force — 180 news release)

If you have story ideas, call the
28th Public Affairs Detachment at
318 - 231- 4239

2002 Major League standings

American League East GB
N.Y. Yankees 69-42 .622 -
Boston 65-46  .586 4
Baltimore 53-57  .482 155
American League Central GB
Minnesota 69-45 .605 -
Chicago (AL) 53-61  .465 16
Cleveland 49-62 441 185
American League West GB
Sesttle 69-44 611 -
Anaheim 67-45 .598 15
Oakland 65-48 575 4
National League East GB
Atlanta 73-38  .658 -
N.Y. Mets 56-56 .500 17.5
Montreal 56-56  .500 175
National League Central GB
St. Louis 59-50 .541 -
Houston 58-53  .523 2
Cincinnati 58-53  .523 2
National League West GB
Arizona 69-43 .616 -
San Francisco 61-50 .550 75
LosAngeles 62-51  .549 75
Monday

Kansas City 12-4 Minnesota
Toronto 7-1 Baltimore
Philadelphia7-5 LosAngeles
Arizona2-0 N.Y. Mets
Chi Sox 4-3 Tampa Bay
Anaheim 6-3 Detroit

Today
Minnesota at Baltimore
Oakland at Boston
TampaBay at Cleveland
Texas at Detroit
Kansas City at N.Y. Yankees
Seattle at Toronto
Anaheim at Chicago W. Sox
N.Y. Mets at Milwaukee
Florida at Houston
Montreal at St. Louis
Cincinnati at Colorado
Philadelphiaat San Diego
Atlanta at Arizona
Pittsburgh at LosAngeles
Chicago Cubsat San Francisco

NL WildCardrace AL WildCardrace

1. San Francisco .550 1. Anaheim .598
2. LosAngeles.549 2. Boston .586
3. Houston .523 3. 0akland .575
4, Cincinnati .523 4, Batimore 482

5.N.Y. Mets.500 5. Chicago (AL) .465




