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NG chief holds town hall meeting at Bagram

Story and photos by Sgt. Stephanie Hall
4" Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan—About 100U.S.
Army Nationd Guard Soldiersweregivenabrief
indght asto thedirection the National Guardis
headed by L t. Gen. H. Steven Blum, chief of the
Nationd Guard Bureau, duringatown hal megt-
ing held a the “ clamshell” Wednesday.

InAfghanigtan, “wearefightingwar aswell
asrebuildinganation,” but that will not ebbthe
progressive change needed within the National
Guard system, said Blum. TheNationa Guard
is “essential (and) a national treasure’ that
needs to be taken care of he said.

With that in mind, Blum said he is deter-

Lt. Gen. H. Steven Blum, chief of the National Guard Buu, talks about his goals for the
See BLUM, Page 3 National Guard during a town hall meeting Wednesday at the “ clamshell” at Bagram Air Base.

‘Mountainhawks’ soar to new heights, set standards

Story and photo by Spc. C. Elijah Spencer
211th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

KANDAHAR, Afghanigan—Among thevariety of aircraft operated
by theU.S. Army, the UH-60 Blackhawk ispossibly themost versatileand
widdy used of themall. It hasthe capability to performair assault, medicd
evacuation, troop and cargo trangport, and ding load missons. Each of
these types of missons have been done in Afghanistan.

TheBlackhawk hasprovenitsrdiahility andworthtimeandtimeagain
here. Thehelicopter however, isonly asresilient and surdy asthemenand
womenmaintaining and operatingit. Inthecaseof Company B, 2nd Battal -
ion, 10thAviation Regi ment, Task Force K nighthawk (M ountainhawks),
the men and the machines are certainly amatch madein heaven.

TheMountainhawkshavebeeninAfghaniganfor fivemonths. Inthat
amount of time, they haveflown moreflight hoursthanwould normaly be
dlottedfor inoneyear of operation back at Fort Drum, N.Y.

Giventhehigh demand of missions, aBlackhawk crew, which condsts
of two pilotsand two crew chiefs, cannot alow themsal vesto becaught flat

footed. Therdationship between pilotsand crew chiefsof aBlackhawk is
unlikeany other. Everyonehasto depend on each other to get thejob done.
Every member of the crew has a certain st of responsibilities, however
everyoneisawayswilling to do whatever isneeded to kegp thingsgoing.

“You can't just pull acrew out of ahat,” said Chief Warrant Officer 3
GeorgeC. Kdly, acrew pilot from Chicago, II.

In the early morning darkness you can dways find glimmers of a
heedmounted flashlight flickering back and forthontheflight line. Thecrew
chiefsarediligently a work kegpingther birdsinthefittest of flying condi-
tion. Checking levels, double checking al moving parts and making sure
that nothing can go wrong whilein flight. They don’t do it because they
have to, they do it because they want to. The pride exhibited by the
Mountainhawk’s crew chiefs to their respective bird is Smilar that of an
avid driver and his prize hot rod after spending countless hours tweaking
the engine.

“For every one hour of flying, there are three hours of maintenance,”
sad Spe. Chrigopher M. Tetzl &, crew chief, from Port Clinton, Ohio. While
the spectacleof lightsof thecrew chiefsdancesback and forth ontheflight

See HAWKS, Page 4

English/Dari phrase of the day: What is your name? - Naam-e-too chest
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Essie Mae Washington-Williams said Wednesday
that shehasgone public about her father because
shewantsher children to know their heritage.

Sen. Thurmond’s daughter:
‘Tremendous weight’ lifted

(CNN)—Thedaughter of thelate Sen. Strom
Thurmond, a former segregationist, said
Wednesday that she kept her mixed-race an-
cestry secret for decades out of respect for her
father.

“1 never wanted to do anythingtoharmhim
or cause detriment to his life or to the lives of
thosearound him,” Esse MaeWashington-Wil-
liams, a 78-year-old retired schoolteacher said
at anewsconferencein Columbig, S.C.

“My father did alot of thingsto help other
people, eventhough hispublic stance appeared
opposite.

“1 was sendgitive about his well-being and
career and hisfamily herein South Carolina.”

Thurmond, the longest-serving senator in
U.S. history, diedin June at age 100.

Washington-Williams said she went pub-
licwiththeinformation after Thurmond'sdegth
—and only then at the urging of her children.
Her reveation first appeared Sunday in The
Washington Pogt, but rumors have persisted
for years.

“... My children deserve theright to know
fromwhom, whereand what they have come,”
she said. “I am committed in teaching them
and helping them to learn about their past.”

Visibly emotional, Washington-Williams
said shewas not angry or hitter.

“Infact, there'sagreat sense of peace that
has come over me in the past year,” she said.
“Once| decided that | would no longer harbor
suchagreat secret that many othersknew, | fed
asthough atremendousweight has been lifted.

“| amEsseMaeWashington-Williamsand,
atlast, | fed completely free.”

President Bush leads Howard Dean and oth
Democratic candidatesin hypothetical matchups
among registered voters, anew poll finds.

Saddam Hussein’s capture
boosts Pres. Bush’s ratings

(CNN) —Saddam Hussein' scapture caused
asharp spikein President Bush'sapproval rat-
ings, according to the results of a CNN/USA
Today/Gdlup Poll rel eased Wednesday.

The president also had alead of morethan
20 percentage points over Democratic front-
runner Howard Dean in a hypothetical
matchup among registered voters, the poll
found.

In the battle for the Democratic nomina-
tion, theformer Vermont governor till outdoes
his eight rivals, but poll results show that
Saddam’s arrest may have blunted the
candlidate' smomentum somewhat after hewon
an endorsement fromformer Vice Presdent Al
Gore

Among poll respondents interviewed
Monday and Tuesday, 63 percent said they
approved of Bush'sjob performance, while 34
percent disapproved. The approva rating is
Bush's highest since June and is a significant
gainover hisrating of 50 percent amonth ago.

By contradt, in a poll done Thursday to
Saturday, before news of the capture broke,
Bush's approval was 54 percent, with 43 per-
cent expressing disapproval.

Themargin of error isplusor minus3 per-
centage points for the most recent survey.

The pall aso showed that Americans are
increasingly supportive of, and optimistic
about, theU.S. effortinlraq.

Singapore quarantines 70 for
fear of new SARS outbreak

SINGAPORE - Singapore’ shedthminis-
try has ordered 70 people who possibly came
into contact with a Taiwanese SARS patient to
be quarantined.

It announced the move Wednesday after
Taiwan authoritiesconfirmedthat the Taipei re-
searcher who traveled to Singapore earlier this
month had tested positivefor thelethd respira:
tory disease.

Officids urged Singapore shospitalstoin-
crease vigilance but said there was no sign of
new cases of Severe Acute Respiratory Syn-
dromein the country.

It said the 70 could have been exposed to
SARSthrough contact withthe44-year-old man
when hevisited Singaporefor amedica confer-
encebetween Dec. 7 and 10.

Those who may have come into contact
with him must stay at home until Dec. 19 —the
length of theincubation period of SARS—and
will be monitored by telephone, the ministry’s
satement said.

Pakistan offers compromise
to India over Kashmir for peace

RAWAL PINDI, Pekistan—Pakistanisready
to drop long-standing demandsfor theimple-
mentation of U.N. resolutions over Kashmir
and meet India“halfway” in abid for peace,
President Pervez Musharraf has said.

For over 50 years, Idamabad hasinssted
on aplebiscite to alow people in the divided
Hima ayan region of Kashmir to decidebetween
joining Indiaor Pakistan, aposition backed by
aseriesof U.N. Security Council resolutionsin
thelate 1940s.

But, speaking lessthan threeweeksbefore
animportant SouthAsan summitinldamabad,
Musharraf said he was prepared to be “bold
and flexible’ in an attempt to resolve the pe-
rennial disputeover Kashmir.

“Wearefor United Nations Security Coun-
cil Resolutions,” Pakistan’smilitary ruler said
in an interview a his home late Wednesday.
“However, now we havelft that aside.”

“If wewant toresolvethisissue, both Sdes
needtotalk to each other with flexibility, com-
ing beyond stated positions, meeting halfway
somewhere.”



Capt. Troy Fontenot, 205th Engineer Battalion, asksa question
during atown hall meeting held Wednesday at Bagram Air Base.

BLUM, from Page 1

mined to do whatever needs to be done to push the guard into
the 21 Century interms of palicy, personne requirements and
mission capabilities.

To do that, Blum said he needs the help of the troops on
ground to send up issues, complaints and recommendationsfor
improving theNationd Guard—fromissuesdedingwith finance
to lack of necessary equipment — up through their chains of
command. A group of personnel has been handpicked to help
rewrite and initiate changes with any policy that may cause un-
necessary hardship upon thetroops, said Blum, but said that the
changeswill only come about if the Soldiers get involved.

“If thereis anything that disadvantagesthe Soldiers, | want
it changed,” he said.

Thetown hal meeting a so alowed thetroops present to ask
questions and to bring up military concerns and issues.

Issues ranging from whether guardsmen would get reim-
bursed for losing money when activated, to questions dedling
with noncommissioned officer and officer eval uation reports.

Blum said that many changesare currently taking placeand
that “1 think you' re going to see changes quick.”

Thechangeswill occur quickly because Soldiersareimpor-
tant and need to be taken care of, said Blum. From the aviators
flying combat missions to the pay clerk dealing with finance,
every Soldier isvitd tothemission, hesaid.

Without their commitment, freedommay not exigt, said Blum.
“Remember, no one guaranteesaFourth of uly,” hesaid. “We
have to earn each and every one.”
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Returning home with hisfather after a
shopping expedition, Wong Fei-Hong is

Drunken Master”

Tomor row’'smovie: “RX-Mas’

MWR presents

“The Legend of the

1530Z at the MWR building:

unwittingly caught upin...

Local weather

TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER FORECAST:

Today Friday
Uzbekistan:  Partly Cloudy Mostly Cloudy

H: 60F H: 58F

L: 35F L: 36F
Bagram: Partly Cloudy Mostly Cloudy

H: 52F H: 52F

L: 25F L: 28F
Kabul: Partly Cloudy Mostly Cloudy

H: 50F H: 50F

L: 23F L: 27F
Kandahar: Mostly Clear Clear

H: 59F H: 59F

L: 32F L: 34F

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team
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lineinthemidst of darkness, another performanceisoccurringinthecom-
mand pogt for the Mountainhawks.

Theincorporation of computer generated wegther forecast, geographi-
cd landmarksto indicate awaypoint on aflight route, deep deprivation,
coffee, and arisk assessment, dl becomesadetailed mission brief through
afew pecksat akeyboard and acoupleof clicksof amouse.

Thecrew pilotswill cresteamission brief that detail stheday’smission
downtotheminuteandwill begiventotheather pilotsintheflight tobeput
into their knee boardsfor referenceinflight..

“EBverythingintheaviationworldisplusor minusthirty seconds,” said
Capt. JoshuaHiggins, company commander from Johnstown, Pa.

The Mountainhawks have been put to the test day after day, and each
time they prove that they are the best assaullt hdlicopter platoon in the
Army, according to Kely. Operating agovernment aircraft worth over $10
millionisnot an easy job, yet the men and women of Co. B doit day after
day, misson after mission, without hesitation, doubt or fear. The unity and
professondisminwhichthecrewsof Co. B paformisinadassof itsown.

“I'veservedinassault helicopter companiesfor aslong asl canremem-
ber, and thisisasfineagroup of aviatorsand crew chiefsthat | have ever
workedwith,” saidKdly.

The Mountainhawkstakefinesseto awhole new level when it comes
to flying, maintenance, and getting the job done. This precision and care
aso carries over into whom or what they are transporting. They have a
senseof unity and camaraderiewhen onthejob. Thisisshown by just how
far they are willing to go to help out theinfantryman.

“They aremorethanjus passengers ... they’reour guysandwetry to
doasmuchaswecanfor them,” said Kely.

Whileflying, thecrewsintegrateaninordinateamount of visua checks
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Spc. Christopher M. Tetzaf, a crew chief from Port Clinton, Ohio, secures
an engineintake cover for mounting during a maintenance check.

and measuresinto their norma movement throughtheaircraft. Pilotscheck
their kneeboard computationsand look at the levelson the gaugesin front
of them; dl while ensuring that they are steady on courseto their detina
tion.

Thecrew chiefsin the cabin ensure that everything behind the pilots
seetsisinorder and that thefar right and I eft of thehelicopter isclear of any
hazards, dl while scanning their areas with their guns and relaying vitd
flightinformationtothepilots.

“Everyone'spretty serious but we till havefun,” said Tetzl&f.

Day dfter day, you can il find someone either pecking away a yet
another missonbrief or down ontheflight lineratcheting away fixingtheir
birds to ensure thet the Mountainhawks continue to set the standard of
aviation inthe skies of Afghanistan.

Sgt. Maj. Tilley will accompany Christmas USO tour

WASHINGTON —The sergeant mgjor of
theArmy isleading ateam of Soldiersand stars
onaChrismastour oversessfor thelast timeas
theArmy’stop enlisted Soldier.

The"Hopeand Freedom” show isto enter-
tain troops serving in OperationsIragi and En-
during Freedom later this month, and is being
dedicated to thememory of longtime USO sup-
porter and comedic icon Bob Hope.

Sgt. Mg. of theArmy Jack Tilley, dongwith
country music singers Daryl Worley and Mark
Wills, comedian Al Franken, and “JA.G” dar
Karri Turner, areheadlining theeight-day tripto
boost moraefor thethousandsof servicemem-
bers spending the holidays away from home.

“I'mredly exdted about thistrip,” Tilley said.
“Wejust want to bring alittle piece of hometo
soldiers during this difficult time. | spent the
holidaysinVietnamaway frommy family and it
mekesadifferenceknowing peoplearethinking
about you.”

A number of theentertainerswill bemaking

their secondtriptotheareaduring the holidays,
including Worley who wasinspired by hisvis-
itsto Afghanistan, Kuwait and Uzbekistan dur-
ing the 2002 holiday trip to co-write the smash
hit “Have You Forgotten.”

Thesongwasatributeto U.S. servicemem-
bersengagedinthe Globa War on Terrorism. It
spent seven weeks at No. 1. Thisisthe second
year inarow that Tilley hasescorted cel ebrities
tothe Southwest Asaareato help boost morale
and bring some holiday cheer. The show isbe-
ing sponsored by Acting Secretary of theArmy
Les Brownlee and Chief of Staff of the Army
Gen. Peter Schoomaker

Wills, afour-timeNo. Lartist and 1999Acad-
emy of Country Music Top New MaeVocdig,
is making his first trip to entertain troops. He
has met and entertained wounded troops at
Walter Reed Army Medica Center, inWashing-
ton, D.C. His 2003 hit “19 Something” spent
sevenweeksat No. 1. Inaddition, WorldWres-
tling Federation star Bradshaw, pop singers

KarmaandNollluson, theU.S. Army Bandand
cheerleadersfromtheWashington Redskinswill
aso bejoining the tour.

Aboard to tir laughter in the crowd is
Franken, apolitica satirist and former member
of “Saturday Night Live.”

Turner arsasLt. Harriet Sms-Robertson
theCBSdrama“JA.G” Shewill becdebratinga
birthday during the tour. Turner isaso making
her second trip to the region.

Bradshaw will bemaking histhirdtriptothe
region. The WWE superdstar and author visited
troopsin Iraq earlier thisyesr.

Thiswill bethe U.S. Army Band's second
triptoacombat theater snceWorldWar |1. The
band troupe “Down Range’ aso toured with
Tilley andtheUSOin December 2002, andisthe
only Washington-based military band to have
participated in atheater of foreign combat op-
eraions.

(Information provided by the Army News
Service)



CLEVELAND - Otto
Graham, the Hall of Fame
quarterback who led the
Cleveland Brownstoacham-
pionship gamein every sea
son he played, died Wednes-
day. Hewas82.

Grahamdiedin Sarasota,
Ha., team spokesman Todd
Stewart said.

Hewastakento Sarasota
Memoria Hospital earlierin
the day with the same heart
condition that killed actor
John Ritter, said hisson, Duey
Graham. Graham was diagnosed with the early stages of Alzheimer’s
diseasein 2001

Nicknamed “ Automatic Otto,” Graham never missed agame asa
prowhilepassngfor 23,584 yardsand 174 touchdowns. Hefinished his
career with an astounding 105-17-4 regul ar-season record.

Hetook coach Paul Brown’steamsto thetitle gamein each season
from 1946-55. With Graham astheir quarterback, the Brownswon four
championshipsin the old All-America Football Conference and three
NFL titles. HewasMV Pof theAAFC threetimes.

Grahamwasinductedintothe Pro Footbdl Hall of Famein 1965, and
the Brownsretired hisuniform No. 14, which heworefrom 1952-55.

GrahamworeNo. 60 during thefirgt part of hiscareer, from 1946-51.

Union rejects Boston’s proposed

restructuring of A-Rod’s contract

NEW Y ORK —Thebasebal players uniongotinthemiddleof the
proposed Alex Rodriguez trade Wednesday, forcing the Red Sox and
Rangersto seek another way to completethe blockbuster deal they had
already agreed on.

Boston and Texas said they settled on all the playersinvolved in
thetrade. The Red Sox and A-Rod agreed to restructurethe shortstop’s
contract, Rangersowner Tom Hickssaid.

Butinararemove, the union intervened and rejected an agreement
between Boston and Rodriguez to restructure the shortstop’s record
$252 million contract, changes that were needed before Texas could
sendtheAL MV Ptothe Red Sox for Manny Ramirez.

Commissioner Bud Sdlig set a5 p.m. Thursday deadline for the
trade to be completed. He might also go against the union and approve
therestructuring, likely forcing the matter to arbitration.

If the deal does go through, Boston would likely trade longtime
shortstop Nomar Garciaparra, possibly to the Chicago White Sox.
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Mourning to receive kidney transplant

MIAMI — Less than a
month after retiring from the
NBA, Alonzo Mourning is
scheduled to undergo kidney
transplant surgery Friday in
New York, the Miami Herald
reported Wednesday.

Mourning retired fromthe
New Jersey Nets on Nov. 24
because of complicationsfrom
thekidney diseasefocd glom-
eruloscleross.

He has been searching for
amatching kidney donor Since,
receiving offersfrom potential
donors. TheHerald, citingtwo
unidentified sources, said it
was believed Mourning isre-
ceiving a kidney from one of
those donors.

Mourning's agents and
doctor could not immediately be reached. A spokesman for the Nets
had no information on Mourning’s medical condition.

Mourning was diagnosed with the kidney ailment after returning
fromthe Sydney Olympicsinthefall of 2000.

Hetried to continue playing, appearing in 88 gamesfor the Miami
Heat before signing afour-year contract with the Netslast summer.

Heplayedinonly 12 gamesfor New Jersey before announcing his
retirement.

Seven-time All-Star Alonzo Mourning
retired Nov. 24 after hiskidney ailment
worsened.

Ohio State probe finds no misconduct

COLUMBUS, Ohio—After an“impeccabl€’ five-monthinvestiga-
tion, acommittee of Ohio State professorsdid not find any instance of
academic impropriety involving Buckeyes athletes, the school an-
nounced Wednesday.

“Themostimportant conclusion, inmy mind, isthat theuniversity’s
academic integrity is sound,” Ohio State President Karen Holbrook
said.

Holbrook formed a10-personinternal faculty committeetoreview
athletes' academic performances after The New York Times reported
allegationsin July that athletes had received preferentia tresatment and
had cheated in class. In particular, the article said suspended star tailback
Maurice Clarett passed a class in 2002 by taking ora exams after he
walked out of amidterm and did not takethefinal.

Clarett was subsequently suspended for accepting improper ben-
efitsfrom afamily friend and for lying about it to investigators.
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Desertions deplete Afghan Army

By Ann Scott Tyson

POL-E-CHARKHI, Afghanistan (Christian Science Moni-
tor) — In amuddy camp east of Kabul, Maj. Gen. Sher Karimi
surveys the latest hard-won gains in the struggle to forge a
national defense force for Afghanistan.

Before him down the hill, anew Afghan artillery unit oils
122 mm howitzers under the patient instruction of a Mongo-
lian trainer. Behind him stands a row of rusty Soviet Scuds
and other missiles, rocket launchers, and artillery pieces
trucked in Thursday night as part of a push to disarm regional
militia of both small arms and heavy weapons.

Building a cohesive, ethnically diverse Afghan National
Army (ANA), while gradually coaxing powerful local militia
totaling some 100,000 men to lay down their arms are corner-
stones of security and independence for Afghanistan. They
are also vital preconditions for the withdrawal of the 16,000
U.S. and other foreign troops here.

But Karimi says that these remain far-off goals, compli-
cated by competing allegiances among his soldiers and the
nation’sfaction-ridden history. ASANA’s chief of operations,
he speaks of “the distant future, when Afghanistan is stand-
ing on its feet.”

“We have problems, particularly the problem of attrition
and desertion,” saysthe Western-trained infantry officer, with
the hint of a British accent.

Indeed, about half of the 9,000 Afghan Army recruits
trained so far have quit, taking their boots and uniforms with
them, he says. As a result, the ANA is rushing to enlist and
meet atimetable of completing the Central Corps, with 10,000
soldiers in three brigades, before national elections planned
for June. Even that number falls short of the goal of 12,500
ANA soldiers by June projected by atop U.S. military official,
Gen. Peter Pace, as recently as September.

At the current pace, Karimi estimatesit will take until 2010
for the coalition to achieveitstarget of training 70,000 Afghan
soldiers. Deserters must be tracked down and punished rather
than left alone as they are now, he says.

Afghans split over system of government
KABUL, Afghanistan — Three rockets hit Kabul early Tues-
day on the third day of a convention to adopt a new constitu-
tion, as delegates warned Afghanistan risked being plunged
into civil war again unless it backed a strong president.
Therocketslanded near Kabul airport, only afew kilometres
from the site of the Loya Jirga, but no-one was injured, the
International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) said.
Delegates on Tuesday agreed to split into 10 groups to

(Compiled by CIJTF-180 Public Affairs)

debate the constitution, with the heads of each group to
present their findings. Debate on the new constitution was
due to get under way later in 10 smaller tents amid sharp dif-
ferences over the most suitable system of future government
for Afghanistan.

Delegatesinterviewed by AFP were divided between sup-
porters of the current draft and those who would rather see a
parliamentary system to counterbalance the president.

“We want a strong presidential government which suits
the present situation of Afghanistan,” Haji Ghulam Khan, a
delegate from eastern Laghman province, said. “A strong par-
liamentary system can only be successful if the country has
strong political parties which we lack,” he said.

Haji Abdul Sattar from northeast Kunar said a strong presi-
dential system was “the only way to govern this country and
put things on the right path.” The 502 delegates to the Loya
Jirgaare to debate and ratify the constitution, paving the way
for the country’s first elections, scheduled for June 2004.

President Hamid Karzai has repeatedly said hewill only stand
in the presidential polls if the Loya Jirga approves the presi-
dential system laid down in the draft document. But some del-
egates said Afghanistan needed a strong parliamentary system
with a prime minister to meet the criteriafor democracy.

“All 1 do is stand inside by the door,
and | get all the free tickets | want.”
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