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"WE GOT HIM’

4th Infantry captures
Saddam near Tikrit

Story by Jim Garamone
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON —Withthreewords—"“Wegot him” —Ambassa-
dor L. Paul Bremer 111 announced at a press briefing in Baghdad
today that U.S. forces had captured Iragi dictator Saddam Hussein
near hishometown of Tikrit.

Saddam wastakeninto custody at asmall mud-walled compound
outsidethevillage of Adwar at 8:30 p.m. Dec. 13.

About 600 members of the 1t Brigade, 4 th Infantry Division,
along with special operationsforces, launched Operation Red Dawn
after receiving intelligence that Saddam wasin the area, said Army
Lt. Gen. Ricardo Sanchez, commander of coalition forcesin the coun-
try.

Bremer, the coalition administrator, said it wasa“great day” in
Irag's history. “ For decades, hundreds of thousands of you suffered
at the hands of this cruel man,” he said. “For decades, Saddam
Hussein divided citizens against each other. For decades, he threat-
ened and attacked your neighbors. Those days are over forever.”

The ambassador called on Iragisto look to the future. He urged
those who supported Saddam to reexamine their views and cooper-
ate to build a new Iraqg. “Your future has never been more full of
hope,” he said.

Sanchez described the operation that captured Saddam. Thegen-
eral said it was a cordon-and-search operation, and codlition forces
sustained no casualties. In fact, he said, coalition forces never fired
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A New England Patriots fan holds a sign during Sunday’s game with the
Jacksonville Jaguars.

a shot.

“For thelast several months, acombination of humanintelligence
tips, exceptiond intelligenceanalytical effortsand detaineeinterroga
tionsnarrowed down the activities of Saddam Hussein,” Sanchez said.

Sanchez said intelligence pointed to two likely spotswhere Saddam
could be hiding. He said the Americans struck with lightning speed
under cover of darkness. Thetroopsinitialy did not find Saddam. “ As
aresult, the 1st Brigade Combat Team el ected to cordon the area and
conduct an extensive search,” Sanchez said. “Coalition forces subse-
quently found a suspicious location.”

In the search, U.S. forces discovered a “ spider hole.” “After un-

See CAPTURED, Page 3

Airmen provide energy to keep operations in flight

Story and photos by
Tech. Sgt Brian Davidson
455th Expeditionary Operations Group

BAGRAM, Afghanistan—Working out of
atiny corner of adilapidated, Soviet-built air-
craft hangar at Bagram Air Base, a force of

only four airmen work around the clock to do
their part in rooting out the terroristswho seek
refuge in snow-covered mountains and hid-
den villagesthroughout the Operation Endur-
ing Freedomregion.

They aretheAir Force Petroleum, Oil and
Lubricant specidists assigned to the 455th
Expeditionary Operations Group for Air and

Space Expeditionary Force Silver, and repre-
sent the dedication of Air Force fuels special-
istsand their missionto support air operations.

ThePOL teamismadeup of expertsinfu-
elsand cryogenicsoperations, accounting and
quality assurance, and areresponsiblefor keep-

See FLIGHT, Page 3

English/Dari phrase of the day: Thank you, I'm fine - Tashakor man khub hastam
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World Ne Ws (Compiled from CNN.com)

Hundredsof Iragistaketothe streetsof Baghdad
to celebrate Saddam’s capture on Sunday.

Dancing in streets of Baghdad

BAGHDAD, Irag—When videotape of
former Iragi dictator Saddam Hussein was
shown at a coalition news conference Sun-
day, severa Iragi journalistsjumped to their
feet, waved their arms and shouted “Death
to Saddam!” in Arabic.

Iragi officialshailed the newsand prom-
ised to bring Saddam before a special war
crimescourt.

Shortly after word leaked out about the
capture, hundreds of Iragis flooded the
streets of Baghdad, firing gunsinto the air,
singing, dancing and throwing candy into
the air — celebrating the apparent capture
of the man who had ruled their lives with
terror and repression for more than three
decades.

“I"'mvery happy for theIragi people. Life
isgoingto be safer now,” 35-year-old Yehya
Hassan, aresident of Baghdad, told TheAs-
sociated Press. “ Now we can start anew be-
ginning.”

Earlier in the day, rumors of the capture
sent people streaming into the streets of
Kirkuk, anorthern Iraqgi city, firing gunsin
theair in celebration.

“Wearecelebrating likeit'sawedding,”
Kirkuk resident Mustapha Sheriff told AP.
“Wearefinaly rid of that criminal.”

“Thisisthejoy of alifetime,” saidAli Al-
Bashiri, another resident. “1 am speaking on
behalf of all the people that suffered under
hisrule.”

Despite the celebration throughout
Baghdad, many residents were skeptical. “|
heard the news, but I [l believeit when | see
it,” said Mohaned al-Hasgji, 33.

InTikrit — Saddam’ sancestral hometown

and a base of loyality to him — the streets
werequiet.

Theblast happenedin Khaldiyah, part of a hot-
bed of anti-coalition activity.

20 peoplekilled in Iraqg bomb

BAGHDAD, Irag—Twenty peoplehave
been killed and 32 wounded by acar bomb
outside an Iragi police station west of
Baghdad, an Iragi police officer told CNN.

Sixteen policemen were among those
killed in Sunday’s explosion at Khaldiyah,
80 kilometers (50 miles) fromthe lraqi capi-
tal, the officer added. The police station
ison amain road in the town which lies
between Fallujah and Ramadi in the heart
of the Sunni triangle, ahotbed of anti-coa-
lition activity.

“About 8:30 (am.), a car bomb was
detonated at Khaldiyah police station. We
have some indication that it's a suicide
bomber. But it's too early to give afinal
judgment,” The Associated Press quoted
Lt. Col. Jeff Swisher of the U.S. military as
saying. TheU.S.-led coalition said arapid
reaction force had been sent to the area.
Noneof itsforceswereinvolved, aspokes-
man added.

The bombing was the latest of several
police station blasts that have killed doz-
ens of officersin recent months.

Bomb targets Musharraf convoy

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — Pakistan’s
president has escaped an apparent assas-
sination attempt when a bomb exploded
near a bridge after his motorcade passed,
Pakistani officials said.

The explosion occurred about 7 p.m.
(1300 GMT) in Rawal pindi, asuburb of the
Pakistani capital Islamabad, while Gen.

Pervez Musharraf was en routeto hisresi-
dence.

Maj. Gen. Shaukat Sultan, an army
spokesman, said the “severe” blast oc-
curred as the presidential convoy passed
by, but no vehicles were damaged.

Musharraf was en route to the official
army chief’sresidencein Rawalpindi at the
time and reached home safely, Sultan said.

“All appropriate action is being taken
to ensure the safety of the president,” he
said.

ReneeThompson alertsthepubllcthatthereare
no moreflu shotsavailable at Wuesthoff Hospi-
tal in Rockledge, Fla.

Adviory panel reluctantly
backed flu vaccine to FDA

(CNN) —Membersof an advisory panel
that backed this year’'s flu vaccine ex-
pressed doubts about its potential effec-
tiveness before recommending it for the
Food and Drug Administration’s approval.

Some said they were concerned the
vaccine would not provide as much pro-
tection against the Fujian strain of flu that
was thought most likely to dominate this
year’sflu season, according to atranscript
of the group’s deliberations.

TheFujian strain, which emerged inthe
Far East, isnow responsiblefor 75 percent
of U.S. flu cases, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention said.

But drug makers could not culture the
Fujian strain in away to meet FDA stan-
dards, forcing the advisory committee to
make thisyear’sflu vaccine the sameasit
was last year.

The committee'sdecision in March has
come under amicroscope now because the
flu is reaching near epidemic proportions
in the United States.
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covering the spider hole, asearch was conducted and Saddam Hussein
wasfound hiding at the bottom of the hole,” Sanchez said. “ Saddam
was captured without resistance.”

Codlition forces moved the former Iragi dictator to a secure area,
and he has undergone medical tests and questioning. Bremer said
Saddam was* cooperative and talkative.”

Coalition forces a so uncovered some weapons and $750,000 in
$100 hills. Two other Iragisweredetained.

Sanchez showed a video of the spider hole and then showed
Saddam undergoing medical tests. Iraqi journalists at the press con-
ference erupted at the sight of Saddam, shaking their fistsand shout-
ing “ Death to Saddam.” Thelragi dictator had afull beard and looked
disheveled.

Sanchez called the capture of Saddam “a defining moment in the
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new lraq.” he said the capture brings closure to the Iragi people.
“ Saddam Hussein will never return to aposition of power fromwhich
he can punish, terrorize, intimidate or exploit the Iragi peopleashedid
for morethan 35 years,” the genera said.

Saddam will continue to be held at an undisclosed location. The
determination on how to try Saddam will be madelater.

Pentagon officials said President Bush wasinformed of the pos-
sible capture yesterday. It was confirmed to him thismorning.

The streets of Baghdad erupted with “celebratory gunfire,” ac-
cording to correspondents in the Iragi capital. Officials said some
Iragi regime diehards may launch attacks, but that coalition forcesare
prepared. Inthelong term, officialssaid, they seethe captureasgoing
along way to bring stability to the country.

Bremer and Sanchez, while visibly pleased by the capture, said
much work remainsto bedonein Irag, and pledged to continuework-
ing with thelragi Governing Council to build anew Irag.

FLIGHT, from Page 1

ingtheA-10fleet and other Codlition Joint Task
Force-180 aircraft ready tofly.

“Our mission is to get the right quantity
and qudlity of fuel and cryogenics at the right
time to deployed units conducting forward
combat, deterrence and surveillance opera
tions,” said Master Sgt. Mark Knapp, fuels
superintendent who deployed fromAvianoAir
Basg, Italy. “Our primary responsbility isto
support the A-10 mission, but the joint envi-
ronment provides us an opportunity to lend a
hand to our sister services and other coalition
forces”

Hightlineservicing at Bagram offersitsown
unique set of challengesfor even the most ex-
perienced fuels troop. Limited ramp space to
maneuver refueling trucksand constant cargo,
vehicle and aircraft movement require opera-
torsto perform with thehighest degree of vigi-
lance.

Dusk brings a near-total darkness that
quickly descends on the flightline, bringing
with it a bone-chilling cold. In response, the
team donstheir night vision goggles and con-
tinuesworking inaworld whereeverythingis
represented in shades of green, without pe-
ripheral vision or depth perception.

The fuels team is also keenly aware that
they aredrivingtheir giant, jet fud-laden trucks
on an airfield where one misstep could bring
very costly results. The surrounding unpaved
areas are littered with mine fields and the pri-
mary travel routes arewithin sight of the base
perimeter. Sinceearly November, two contract
fuel delivery trucks have been hit by insurgent

gmdl armsfire.

Add to these challenges the
24-hour operations, and some
peoplemay expect suchasmdl crew
tofold under pressure. But thefour
POL specialists have proven their
mettle and met or exceeded al of
their misson requirements.

Knapp's team is made up of
threeairmenfromthe354th Logis-
tics Readiness Squadron, Eielson
Air Force Base, Alaska: Staff Sqt.
Christopher Lund is a refueling
equipment operator and theteam’s
chief accountant; Staff Sgt. Will-
iam Paholak is arefueling equip-
ment operator and cryogenics ex-
pert; and Staff Sgt. Robert
Armentrout, the youngest team-
member, is arefuding equipment
operator and adsoin chargeof qual-
ity assurance.

The men operate on 12-hour
shifts, but visitors to their control
center would most likely find them
working and training together, re-
gardless of who is supposed to be
off-shift.

“Working with such a small
shop requires each of usto learn al aspects of
the mission,” Lund said. “Duty hours don't
really matter. We' re here to get the job done.”

That job means the fuels flight delivers
about 450,000 gallons, or threemillion pounds,
of jet fuel per month; that’smorethan 100,000
poundsof fuel each day, animpressivefeat for
asmall group of dedicated professionals.

Saff Sgt. Robert Armentrout, 455th Expeditionary Opera-
tions Group fuels specialist, uses an in-line sampler, free
water detection pad and single weight monitor to check for
water particlesin jet fuel.

-

“The fuels mission here is seamless and
goes relatively unnoticed,” said Lt. Col. Pat
Lee, 354th EOG vice-commander andA-10pi-
lot. “They bust their buttsto keep thejetsready
togo.”

Knapp said, “It really takesacompl ete ef-
fort from al flightline support teams to get
wheels-up, bombs-down.” Heisalso quick to
add, “No fuel noflight, noflight no fight.”
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Veterans rise early to greet
Soldiers with open arms

Story by Spc. Lorie Jewell
Army News Service

WASHINGTON — With home hundreds of miles away in
New York, Sgt. Adam Mulvey waan't expecting any familiar faces
mesting him when he arrived a Batimore Washington Interna:
tiond Airport to start two weeks of rest and recuperation.

Neither were Spc. Anthony Thomas and Sgt. Maurisah
Hushma, both headed for Fort Campbell, Ky.

The Soldiers were caught a bit off guard when they were
greeted, nonetheless, by severd unfamiliar —but friendly —faces
fromthe Maryland Veterans of Foreign Wars.

Asthey camethrough the doorsleadinginto the Internationa
corridor, William Sdf, department surgeon, stopped dgppinglong
enough to shake each Soldier’shand. A short distance later, there
weremoregregingsfrom Saf’ swife, Carolyn, andRaymond Shipley,
department commander, who aso handed out Uplink telephone
cdlingcards.

Thelag gopinthewd coming linewasRichard Udoff, Digrict
7 commander, who beckoned service membersto him with out-
dretched ams.

“WedcomeHome Whereyou headedto, Soldier?’ said Udoff,
repeeting the greeting over and over againwithout ever losing the
boom in his voice that drew service members to him. Knowing
their destination, Udoff offered the quickest route to the right
ticket counter or gate area,

“Wethought wewerecomingthroughanempty airport,” said
Kushma, who handlesNBC dutiesandthemail for her brigade, the
3/101t Aviation, currently deployed near Mosul, Irag. “It'shiceto
seethat people care”

Mulvey gppreciated having veterans meeting and gresting,
then shepherding the Soldiers on their way.

“I like the continuity of it,” said Mulvey, a scout for the 1t
Brigade, 63rd Armor Divison in Kirkuk. “They went before us,
now they’ reherefor uswhenwecomeback. It mekesmefed redly
good.”

Bagram Air Base
MWR presents

“The Bone Collector”
15307 a the MWR building:
Two copsonthetrail of abrutal killer. They
must see as one, they must act as one, they
must think asone, before the next victim falls.
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Tomorrow’'smovie
“Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers”

Local weather

TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER FORECAST:

Today Tuesday
Bagram: Clear Partly Cloudy

H: 48F H: 50F

L: 23F L: 27F
Kandahar: Dusty Dusty

H: 41F H: 43F

L: 23F L: 25F
Kabul: Clear Partly Cloudy

H: 48F H: 50F

L: 23F L: 27F
Uzbekistan:  Mostly Clear Partly Cloudy

H: 39F H: 52F

L: 13F L: 32F

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team
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Marc Bulger completed 20 passesfor 236 yardsand two TDs.

Rams secures division title with win

ST.LOUIS—-Battledupdl day, Marshdl Faulk findly took mettersinto
hisown hands lifting the . LouisRamsto the NFC West title.

With the Rams ahead by two points, Faulk led a find, dock-killing
marchtha dinched a27-22 victory over the Seettle Seshawkson Sunday.

Faulk morethan doubled hisyardagefor thefirst 3 1/2 quarters, when
hewashddtoameady 34 yardson 20 carries tohd ptheRams(11-3) dinch
their third divison championship infiveyears.

TheRamshavewon 13inarow a home, tying afranchise record set
from 1998-2000, and are 7-Othisyear. They didjust enoughright to continue
the Seshawks' road woes and put adent in Settle's playoff hopes.

Heat edge Raptors for third win in a row

TORONTO —TheToronto Rap-
torswereunabletorecover fter Vince
Carter crashed into Miami coach Stan
Van Gundy.

Dwyane Wade scored 23 points,
incduding thego-ahead jumper with 28
seconds |eft, and had a key block on
Carter tolead the Miami Hest past the
Raptors 90-89 Sunday for their third
draight victory.

After Carter missed a fadeaway
with 43 secondsremaining, hebanged
intoVan Gundy.

“He turned around and ran into
me,” said Van Gundy, who hasawelt
under hisleft eye.

Carter stayed on thefloor for sev-
erd secondsbeforeatimeout wascalled. Heglared back & Miami’sbench
after getting up acouple of minutes|ater.

After afoul and atimeout, a double-teamed Odom passed to Wade,
whose jumper gave Miami a90-89 lead. Carter missed apotential game-
winning jumper with five seconds left, and the Raptors couldn’t get an-

DwyaneWade camethrough for
theHeat on both endsof thefloor.
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Coalition Sports Zone

(Compiled from SlI.com)

other shat off. Carter, dso bothered by asoreleft Achilles tendon, finished
with 12 points.

Brian Grant added 19 pointsand 13 reboundsfor the Heet, and Lamar
Odom had 17 pointsand 16 rebounds.

May’s rebounds lift North Carolina to win

CHAPEL HILL,N.C—RoyWil- AR /
liams could bardly hide hisfrugra-
tion Sunday.

Rashad McCantshad 14 points
and Sean May had a Smith Center-
record 21 reboundstolift No. 7 North
Cardinatoab4-53victory over Ak-
ron. But Williams, inhisfirst season
ascoacha hisamamater, couldn’t
look past the woeful shooting and
what he caled a“pathetic” defen-
svedffort.

“We didn't play basketbdl the
way we recapableof playing,” Wil-
liamssad. “Wedidn't haveany in-
tengty. We didn't have the concen-
tration.”

North Carolina (6-0) had been
averaging 93 points and shooting 52 percent this season, but shot just 38
percent Sunday. That included an 8-for-34 effort in the second hdf, a24-
percent effort that wastheworgt inahdf for the Tar Heelssnceat leest the
1979-80 season.

Sean May rejectsa shot by Johnny
Hollingsworth.

New England Patriots top Jacksonville

Jaguars 27-13, run win streak to 10

FOXBORO, Mass. — The Patriots gave up atouchdown at homefor
thefirg timeinfive games. Their unbeaten stresk isglill going strong.

New England beat Jacksonville 27-13 on asnowy Sunday for its 10th
consecutivewin, even though the Jaguars became thefirst visitor toreach
the end zonein Foxboro in more than two months.

“Weareavery prideful defensiveunit,” Patriotslinebacker Ted Johnson
sad. “Wemay not be perfect, but we're pretty good.”

ThePatriots (12-2) are 7-0 & home and extended their club record for
consecutivevictoriesoveral. They aso pushed their streek to 19 quarters
without giving up atouchdownin Foxboro before Byron L eftwichthrew a
27-yard scoring passto Kevin Johnson with 3:22 | eft.

That throw inthe snow merely reduced the Petriots 21-point leed and
kept them from becoming thefirst team sincethe 1932 champion Chicago
Bearsto play five straight home gameswithout alowing atouchdown.

They'll haveto settlefor tying the four-game stresk of the 1938 New
York Giants, who a sowon the championship.
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Afghanistan Hot Topics

Crucial Afghan assembly underway,

Karzai seeks sweeping power

By Sayed Salahuddin

KABUL, Afghanistan (Reuters) — Afghans launched a crucial
meeting Sunday to approve a constitution to take the country to its
first free electionsand President Hamid Kazai defended hisbid for a
strong presidency, calling it vital after years of war.

Amidtight security after Taliban threats, the LoyaJirga, or Grand
Assembly, finally got under way in agiant tent at Kabul Polytechnic
campus after successive delays earlier in the week.

The gathering isexpected to last from 10 daysto several weeks,
with vigorous debate expected on many of the 160 articles of a
published draft constitution, including Islam’s role and women's
rights.

But the central theme is the sweeping power sought by Karzai,
which criticsand rivalswant diluted by a stronger parliament.

Opening the assembly, honorary “father of the nation,” ex-king
Mohammad Zahir Shah, appealed: “ The people have trust in you...
Do not forget them. Act for the benefit of Afghanistan.”

The meeting and Afghanistan’s progresstoward electionswhile
U.S-led forces hunt for remnants of the Taliban regime mirror
Washington's efforts to rebuild Irag, where the U.S. military an-
nounced the capture of former ruler Saddam Hussein Sunday.

But there were early signs of problems with delegates from the
Northern Alliance, the backbone of Karzai’s government that has
also emerged as hismain rival, saying its supporters would recom-
mend that the current assembly stay together and act as a parlia-
ment to supervise presidential activity.

The bloc claimed the support of 241 delegates and demanded
that 50 delegates named by Karzai be denied voting rights.

An address by Karzai took on the tone of a campaign speech,
listing hisadministration’s successes, from astart of reconstruction
work to introduction of anew currency.

He said a strong presidency was vital in awar-ravaged country
lacking political partieswith nationwide support.

Kabul: Too early to talk about Osama

Bin Laden after Saddam’s capture

KABUL, Afghanistan (Reuters) —Afghanistan welcomed news
of Saddam Hussein's capture Sunday, but said it was too early to
say if it might lead to stepped up efforts to find elusive al Qaeda
leader Osamabin Laden.

Thewhereabouts of bin Laden, the man accused of mastermind-
ing the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks on the United States, are not known,
but Pakistani and Afghan officials have said he may be hiding in
rugged border regions.

Asked to comment on a U.S. announcement of Saddam’s cap-

(Compiled by CIJTF-180 Public Affairs)

ture near his hometown of Tikrit, Afghan government spokesman
Javid Loodin said:

“It is positive news. It's a positive development. The capturing
of Saddam Hussein has been one of the primary objectives of the
war inlraqg.

“Now that this has been achieved, it's hoped that it will lead to
aquick solutionto thesituationin Iraq and abetter life and prosper-
ity and security for the people of Irag.”

However, asked if he thought Saddam’s capture could lead to
stepped up effortsto capture bin Laden, hereplied: “It'stoo early to
talk about that.”

The United States leads an 11,500-strong foreign force in Af-
ghanistan that has failed to capture bin Laden and Taliban leader
Mullah Mohammad Omar despite two years of searching.

“You shouldn’t look at this as a career
ending disaster, but more as a new
found respect for safety equipment.”

kevin_kilgore@hotmail.com

Laugh Support

By Kevin Kilgore




