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LTF delivers needed supplies from the heart
Story and photos by Fr’r L P”" "f\ fj .

Staff Sgt. Keith Thompson
4 Pyblic Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM,Afghanistan—Thephilanthropic
natureof Logigtics Task Force 129, which began
withanicecreamddivery toaschool afew months
ago, blossomed Wednesday into agpecid ddliv-
ery forthreelocd villages.

Soldiersfromthetask forceworkedwithBase
Operations Civil Affairsto ddliver aLight Me-
dium Tactical Vehicle full of humanitarianra
tions, winter dlothes, blanketsand assorted schoal
auppliestothevillagesof Qalay Khoja, Qur Ktana
andKhdaAzara

According to Chap. (12 Lt.) Tino Villdovas,
the task force!'s Chaplain, the supplieswere col-
lected from friends and family of task force Sol-
diers. “Everything was donated,” hesaid. “The
3654 Maintenance Company didabigdriveand
mog of thestuff camefromthem.”

Chap. (1st Lt.) Tino Villalovas hands out a blanket to an apprehensive Afghan girl during LTF
See HEART, Page 4  129's delivery of humanitarian aid to local villages.

Supplemental bill to improve quality
of life for troops in Iraq, Afghanistan

Story by K.L. Vantran
American Forces Press Service

From the editor...

We will be filming Holiday Greet-
ingsfor soldiersfrom the greater New
York City viewing area(WABC-TV) on
Friday from 1100L to 1300L behind
Motel 6, Bldg. 815, and will befilming
holiday greetingsfor soldiersfrom the

WASHINGTON —Part of the $87.5 billion supplemental appropriationshill for military Fort Drum areaon Friday aswell from
operationsin Iraq and Afghani stan signed earlier thismonth by President Bushwill gotoward 1300L to 1500L in the samelocation.
improving qudity of lifefor troopsthere. We are only able to film greetings

“Wewant peopleto haveair conditioning,” Undersecretary of Defense (Comptroller) and for these areas at this time as specia
Chief Financid Officer Dov S. Zakheim said here Nov. 17. “We want them to have running arrangements have been made with the
water. We want them to have decent facilitiesto deepin.” media in those two locations. The

Zakheim said the troops who deployed to Afghanistan started out in “pretty miserable Hometown Newsteam has already been
here and will not be returning.

See QUALITY, Page 4
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Word News (Compiled from CNN.com)
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Bush: “ The British people are the type of part-
nerswewant.”

Bush urges Europe to end
Iraq rift with United States

L ONDON —GeorgeW. Bush hasurged Eu-
rope to end the rift with the United States and
helpto build democracy inIrag or risk returning
the nation to terrorigs.

TheU.S. president reached out to the many
criticsof hisforeign policy inaspeechinLondon
as tens of thousands of anti-war protesters pre-
pared for amarch on Thursday.

Bush, who isin Britain on agate visit, con-
ceded thet differencesremained over Irag, even
between close dlies Washington and London.

But he said “we did not charge hundreds of
milesintotheheart of Iraqand pay abitter cost of
casudtiesand liberate 25 million people only to
retrest before a band of thugs and assassins”

Bush's speech a Banqueting House fol-
lowed a we coming ceremony for him and his
wifeLaurafromQueanHlizabeth1l & Buckingham
Pdace, which included a 41-gun sdute and the
playing of theU.S. nationa anthem by amilitary
band. The queen later hogted the Bushes at an
ornate state banquet at Buckingham Palace.

In atoadt, the queen referred to the “ specia
relationship” between Britain and the United
States, noting that the expression had been
coined 60yearsago by former Britishleader Win-
son Churchill.

“Theleadershipyou showedintheaftermath
of theterribleeventsof September 11, 2001 won
the admiration of everyonein the United King-
dom,” shesad.

In his toast, President Bush dso recdled
WorldWer 11, andsaidonceagain Britainandthe
United States had been “asked to secure the

peace of theworld’.

HesadtheU.S and Britainwereona“mis-
don of freedom” in Afghanigtan and Iraq and
that soldiersfromtheir two nationsweresecrific-
ing themsdvesin acommon and noble cause.

Throughout Wednesday therewereisolated
protests across London. At one point as Bush
arrivedtomakehisspeech at Banqueting House,
noisy demondrators could be seen and heard a
short digtance away.

During Taiwan pollsin early 2000, Bejingalsothreat-
enedtouseforceagaing thebresk-awayidand.
Chinarenews threat of war

HONG K ONG —Forthefirg timesnce2000,
Beijing has threstened to use force againg Ta-
wan shouldtheidand’ spro-independencemove-
ment continue to escalate.

In a tough statement, the Vice-Miniger at
Bdijing' sTawanAffars OfficeWang Zaixi said
Taiwan President Chen Shui-bian’s recent pro-
separdig activities had crossed Beijing's “red
ling’ and that they “run therisk of triggering a
wa” withthemainland.

“Wer will bregk outif theidand declaresfor-
ma independence,” state media on Wednesday
quoted Wang as saying.

“[The separatist forces| are st to pay ahigh
cogt if they think we will not use force againgt
their conspiracy to promote forma indepen-
dence”

Beijing regards Taiwan as arenegade prov-
ince and has thregtened to use force if the salf-
governing idand declares independence.

In the past month or so, Tawan President
Chen Shui-bian hasindicated Taipe will behold-
ing referendums on political issues— and that
theidand' scondtitutionwill berevisedin2006to
reflect full-fledged statehood.

A representativefrom China sPeople sLib-
eraion Army dso spoke out for the firg time
since controversy broke out severd monthsago

over Talwan's" cregping independence” gambit.

The officid China News Service quoted a
senior researcher a the Chinese Academy of
Military Science, Luo Yuan, as saying that “the
day ‘Taiwan independence’ is promulgated is
asothetimewhenwar will bedeclared.”

Luo said anumber of senior PLA generds
shared thisfeding of urgency.

Headded that if thearmy weretodo nathing
in the face of Taiwan independence, “wewould
be going againgt the condtitution and thiswould
be asavere derdiction of duty.”

$10 million reward set for
Saddam’s top deputy

BAGHDAD, Irag — The U.S. military on
Wednesday announced a$10 million rewardfor
information leading to the capture of Saddam
Hussain'stop deputy, who is believed to be be-
hind many of theinsurgent atacksin Iraq,

Izzat Ibrahim a-Douri is the second most-
wanted Iragi behind Saddam. Bathmenremaina
large

Al-Douri was the vice chairman of Irag's
Revolutionary Commeand Coundil andisNo. 6on
theligt of the 55 most-wanted Iragis. Of theother
top Sx, threehave beenkilled, and oneisin cus-
tody.

The Bush adminigtration has offered up to
$25millionforinformation leading to Seddam’s
arrest or proof of hisdegth.

TheU.S. military isstepping upitsoffensive
againg the anti-codition insurgency, leveling
houses and buildings used by suspected Iragi
guerrillas. On Sunday, soldiers used rocketsto
destroy a-Douri’shousenear Kirkuk innorthern
Irag. The house was one of more than a dozen
dructurestheU.S. military hasdemolishedinre-
cent days.

“I think it demongtrates our resolve,” Mg
Gen. Charles Svannack, commander of the82nd
Airborne Divison, sad Tuesday a a Baghdad
briefing. “Thisiswar. And we re going to pros-
ecute the war not holding one hand behind our
back. Whenweidentify podtively anenemy tar-
Oet, we re going to go ahead and takeit out with
every meansavailable”

Pentagon officidsreject any comparison to
Igradi military tacticsintheWest Bank and Gaza,
sayingtheU.S. actionsareaimed at iminating
military targets— not punishing sympathizers.



ANA soldiers learn
computer skills to
Improve effectivenes

Soldiers of Afghan National Army (ANA) are im-
proving upon the effectiveness of the national army
everyday.

Not only are the soldiers devel oping better tactical
skillsbut also increased technical skills. The two-week
course, designed to familiarize key military leaderswith
computer programs, trains soldiers from Kabul Mili-
tary Training Center and Central Corpsto be more tech-
nically proficient.

For four hours a day, 15 ANA soldiers learn the
idiosyncrasies of loading programs on computers and
working with programs such as Microsoft Word, Excel
and PowerPoint.

“The goal here is to train these students to learn
technical skills that will be useful for their job,” said
Amirjan, the computer instructor.

Sgt. Maj. Muhemadjan, an engineer for the Central
Corps, islearning programsthat will enable him to pro-
duce and organize documents quickly and efficiently
such as schedules, briefings, policy letters, spread-
sheets and contracts.

“When | first joined theANA, | didn’t think | would
be doing things like this. My idea of training was that
of soldiering, not of computers,” said Muhemadjan.
“Asl’veprogressed into my current position, I'm find-
ing thistype of training to be beneficial to meand I'm
ableto apply everything I’'m learning from this class to
my job.

This course is helping us be more productive sol-
diers, andit’s serving to increasethe ANA's effective-
ness.”

(Information was provided by Spc. Douglas DeMaio,
OMC-A)
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Bagram Air Base
MWR presents

“Ghost”
15307 at the MWR building:

After being killed during a botched
mugging, aman’slovefor his partner

enables him to remain on earth as a ghost.

Tomorrow'smovie: “Young Guns’

Local weather

TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER FORECAST:

Today Friday
Bagram: Partly Cloudy Partly Cloudy

H: 54F H: 57F

L: 32F L: 34F
Kandahar: Dusty Dusty

H:61F H:61F

L: 36F L:37F
Kabul: Partly Cloudy Partly Cloudy

H: 55F H: 57F

L: 34F L: 36F
Uzbekistan:  Mostly Cloudy Partly Cloudy

H: 63F H: 58F

L: 32F L: 35F

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team
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But when it came to the ddlivery misson,
Villdovas gives the credit to the Soldiers of the
task force.

“Thiswestheeffort of alot of different folks,”
hesad. “TheLMTV waspackedtothehilt. [The
supplies] are going to be a blessing to a lot of
folks”

For some of the logidtics Soldiers, the out-
reachtothelocd villageswastheir first chanceto
ventureouts detheconfinesof BagramAir Base

“I didn’t know what to expect,” sad Spc.
Brian Bloodsworth, asupply specidis with the
3654" Maintenance Co. “My section sergeant
told me some things about his experiences but
today was different.”

Bloodsworth saidthat theday’sjourney gave
him an added perspective on the misson in Af-
ghanigtan. “It's neat that we got to experience
this” hesaid. “I’'m glad thet wegot to seewhat
[Afghan] living conditions arelike compared to
our own.”

For one soldier, the experience gavehiman
gppreciaion for family storiestold to him about
recondruction after the Korean War.

“Itgavemeanideaof what it must havebeen
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Soldiersof LTF 129.

like,” said Spc. Song Don, aningtrument caibra:
tion gpecidist with the 95" Maintenance Co.
Donwent onto say that thetime spent deliv-
ering humanitarianaidwasawe comebresk from
their daily dutieson Bagram.
“It's great that the Army is ddivering these
kind of humanitarian suppliesout here” hesaid.
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A group of Afghan kids from Qalay Khoja stand watch over their new supplies donated by the

“Doing thisdlows soldiersto do something
morewhilethey’rehere,” saidVilldovas.

The Cheplain sad theday’scharity wasbest
summed up by a comment he heard from their
firsd sergeant. “Ourfirg sergeant said, ' Thisday
has made the entire Sx months (deployment)
worthit, " hesad.

QUALITY, from Page 1

conditions.” He said he's vidited the country several times and can
tegtify that things are improving every day.

“We want to do the same for our forces in Irag,” he continued.
“They’re going to be there. We don’'t know for how long. We need to
ensurethat given the very difficult environment they’ refunctioning in
that they at least have the decent standards of living in terms of basics
—water, eectricity, heating and air conditioning.”

Thebill provides$64.7 billion for military operationsinIrag, inAf-
ghanistan and elsewhere. Of this, about $51 billionisfor Operation Iragi
Freedom, and $10 billionfor Operation Enduring Freedom. Theremain-
ing monieswill cover costswith Operation Nobel Eagleand support for
dliesinthewar onterror.

Inaddition to providing pay and benefitsfor thetroops, the supple-
mental will pay for such things as spare parts and flying and steaming
hours — things that keep day-to-day operations going.

The supplemental also earmarks funds for force-protection mea-
sures. Thisincludes protective vests and ceramic insertsfor the vests,
aswell as upgradesfor humvees and sensors that will allow detection
of attacks, said Zakheim. “It'sawholearray of programsthat aregeared
to protecting our forceswho are out on patrol, out on foot,” he added.

The enemy’s use of improvised explosive devices has been a
concern said the comptroller. To help counter this, fundswill be used
for unmanned agrial vehiclesthat can track when the IEDs are being

placed, he said.

Thehill also includes about $19 billion for reconstruction projects
inlrag. Thebasic objective, said Zakheim, isnot just to transfer sover-
eignty to Irag but aso to “ put them on their own economic feet.”

Thisincludesfunding various security forces—civil defenseforces,
facilities protection forcesand the new Iragi army.

“Wewant to build upthejudicial system,” said Zakheim. “Wewant
to build up the constitutiona system. We want to build up a prison
system. Wewant to create the environment of security that isso impor-
tant for an everyday Iragi to livein and functionin.”

The comptroller said billions of dollarswill be spent on electricity,
water, health and getting the ail industry “up to speed.”

“If they are to recover economically,” he added, “they’ ve got to
have somekind of wherewithal to do it with. That iswhat we' refocus-
ing on —the most urgent infrastructure needs and of course, security.”

The point is, said Zakheim, that if the average Iraqgi sees that the
new environment will createabetter futurefor him or her, thenheor she
will buy into thelarger ideasfor a“ democratic” futurefor Iraqg.

Another $1.2 hillionisfor rebuilding Afghanistan. It will gotoward
the Afghan National Army and the Afghan National Police, aswell as
some infrastructure such as schools, roads and hospitals.

The comptroller said Afghanistan is a very mountainous country
and it's “tough to get around.” One project has been the road from
Kabul to Kandahar. It used to take 30 hoursto get from onecity to the
other, now it takes six, he added. “We want to get it to two. Thisisthe
way the country gets on its own economic feet.”
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MLS’s 14-year-old Adu faces spotllght
NEW YORK — Freddy Adu
wanted to say a home, so0 the 14-
year-old phenom spurned offers
fromsomeof Europe stopteamsand
sgnedwithMgor League Soccer.

Adu's talents have brought
comparisonswith Pele, and hejust
might be the player who puts pro
soceer in the mainstream in the
United States.

“When!'moutthereonthefied,
I’'m not thinking about this stuff
people are saying about me” Adu
said Wednesday at a Madison
Square Garden news conferenceto
announce hissigning with MLS.

He was to appear on David
Letterman’s Late Show |ater Wednesday.

“Heiswiddy considered the best young soccer player intheworld,”
commissioner Don Garber said. “ And webdievethat playinginhishome
country,inMLS, will further develophim asaplayer and, mostimportantly,
as aperson.”

When he plays his first game with D.C. United next spring, he will
becomeyoungest player for amgor Americanteam since 14-year-old Fred
Chapman debuted for Philadd phia of major league basebdl’'s American
Asociationin 1887, according to the Elias Sports Bureau.

Aduwascourted extensively by English champion Manchester United.
Hechosetoremain near hishomein Potomac, Md., whereheand hisfamily
havelived dnceimmigrating from Ghanain 1997.

Fourteen-year-old Freddy Adu’sturn
in the MLS spotlight started with a
pressconferencein New York City.

Report: Kobe Bryant to be tested for HIV

(9.com) — Prosecutors have filed a motion asking a judge to order
Kobe Bryant to undergo testing for the virusthat causesAIDS, according
to atdevison report.

Themotion wasfiled under sedl and thejudge has not ruled, KCNC-
Channd 4 in Denver reported Tuesday night, citing unnamed sources.

Neither the didtrict attorney’s spokeswoman nor Bryant's attorney
returned telephone messages from The Associated Press late Tuesday.

Bryant, 25, isaccused of sexudly assaulting a 19-year-old woman on
June 30 & an Edwards hotel where sheworked and hewasaguest. Hehas
sad they had consensua sex.

Colorado law requires anyone charged with acrimeinvolving sexud
penetration to betested for HIV if the suspect isordered to Sand trid after
aprdiminary hearing. HIV, or humanimmunodeficency virus causesAIDS

Bryant hasbeen ordered to stand trid onacharge of sexud assault. He
facesfour yearstolifeinprison or 20yearstolifeon probetionif convicted.
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Bryantisfree on $25,000 bond. His next scheduled court appearances
isahearingon Dec. 19in Eagle. Notrid date hasbeen st

William Green was recently suspended by the Browns.

RB Green hospitalized with knife wound

BEREA, Ohio—Cleveland Brownsrunning back William Green sus-
tained a puncture wound to his back Wednesday following a possible
domegtic disputein hishome.

Green, currently under suspension for violating the NFL's substance
abuse program, was cut after anincident with “ domestic overtones’, team
president Carmen Policy said. Brownshead coach Butch Davissaid Green
wasgpparently thevictim“ of adomestic violencecrime.”

Westl akepolice Capt. Guy Turner said Green'sfiancee, AsaGray, was
being questioned. Turner said police will not classfy it as a domestic
dispute until a person is arrested.

Green’'swound, which police said was below his|eft shoulder blade,
did not require surgery or stitches. Therewasapossibility the 23-year-old
would be released later Wednesday, Policy said.

Brownsowner Randy Lerner visited Greeninthehospital.

Westlake police responded to an emergency cal from Green's home
Wednesday morning from Gray, who said Green* had cut himsdlf.”

An emergency vehicle was sent to Green's residence, but he was not
therewhenitarrived. Policesad Greenarrived at . John-WestshoreHos
pita inaprivate vehicleadong with another adult and aninfant.

Turner believed Gray drove Green to the hospital accompanied by the
couple’'s10-week-old baby girl. Turner said Greenwastregted & . John
before being transferred to MetroHedth Medica Center in Cleveland.

Theplayer’s ports utility vehiclewasimpounded, police have sedled
hishome and gpplied for search warrantsfor Green’shouse and vehicle.

Turner said Greenwasbeing “ somewhat” cooperative. “He sanswer-
ing some of our questions, but not al of them,” Turner said.

Green told police he was hurt accidentally. “He said it was received
when hefdl going up aflight of stairs, carrying someitems, including a
knife” apolicerdeasesad. A hospital spokeswoman said Green asked
that noinformation bereleased.
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Afghanistan Hot Topics

U.S. redoubling efforts to find bin Laden

By SteveHolland

WASHINGTON (Reuters) — Two years after Presdent George W.
Bush said Osama bin Laden was wanted deed or dive, America's new
Afghan envoy saysthe United Statesisredoubling effortsto find him and
other leaders of both d Qaedaand the Tdiban.

Thenew U.S. ambassador, Zdmay Khdilzad, anAfghan-born diplomat
who isto be sworn in on Monday and depart for Kabul on Tueday, said
morehd pisneeded fromAfghan citizensparticularly d ong border regions
of Pakiganthat theelusvebin Laden and top aidesmight becrossinginto.

“We regoing to redoubleour efforts” Khdilzad told agroup of report-
ers. With new funding for Afghanistan approved by Congress, the United
Satesplansto“takethefight tothe Tdiban extremistsand to go after thed
Qaedaleadership,” hesad.

Bin Laden, his top lieutenant Ayman a-Zawahri and ousted Tdiban
leader Mullah Omar remainat largeafter theU.S-led toppling of the Tdiban
from control of Afghanigtan &fter the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks. They have
eluded afiercemanhunt based on Bush'sorder that bin Laden waswanted
“dead or dive”

The Arabic television station Al Jazeera a month ago broadcast two
audio tapes purportedly from bin Laden that vowed more suicide attacks
inddeand outddethe United Statesand warning that all countriesbacking
Washington over Irag were targets.

Khdilzad said as part of the effort to find bin Laden, attemptswill be
madeto convinceAfghansthat turning theminwill lead to amore peaceful
country. “We're going to try to engage and involve more Afghans in
different parts of the country, to participatein this effort with information,
with other kinds of help thet they can provide” hesaid.

Dismissad as a spent force largely on the run only months ago, d
Qaeda hastaken responsihility for bombingsin Istanbul on Saturday and
may have launched similar attacks in recent weeks in the Iragi cities of
Baghdad and Nagiriyah aswell asRiyadh and Jekarta.

There are concerns in Washington about the stability of the Afghan
government amid renewed violence by members of the Tdiban and d
Qaeda, regiona warlords flexing their muscles and drug lords and other
crimindsoperdingfredy.

Attacks on aid groups spread misery

UNITED NATIONS (Reuters) —An unprecedented wave of atacks
targeting aid workersin Iraq and Afghanistan has put relief groupsinthe
uncomfortable position of having to op helping needy peoplein order to
protect their own staff.

The violence has dso raised tough questions about whether those
groups can play aneutrd role, asthey say they must to succeed, or end up
inadvertently lumped together with the United States, whose troops are
fighting to put down insurgenciesin both countries.

Humanitarian organizations and governments around the world have
condemned the recent attacks as heinous crimes againg thetargeted relief

(Compiled by CIJTF-180 Public Affairs)

workersand intended aid recipients.

To the perpetrators, the atacks are part of an orchestrated strategy to
underminegtability and head off U.S. successin Iragand Afghanistan after
invasions launched by Washington as part of itsgloba war on terroriam.

Inthelatest assault, Afghan Tdiban guerrillashave boasted of killinga
French U.N. worker in southeastern Afghanistan over the weekend. The
murder prompted the U.N. high commissioner for refugees to withdraw
expatriate saff from haf thecountry.

“Wehaveconfirmedinformationthat most of theforeignersworkingin
our country are American agents and have no sympathy for Afghanistan.
We will not spare them,” Taiban spokesman Mullah Abdul Samad told
Reutersin Afghanigtan.

“They arenot doing anything for commonAfghans, but are preaching
Chridtianity in Afghanistan or spying againgt the Taliban,” he said. The
Tdiban government, which shdltered d Qaedal's Osama bin Laden, was
ousted by U.S. forces after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks.

“Do you think the chief has a
Napoleon complex.”

! ————
kevin_kilgore@hotmail.com

Laugh Support

By Kevin Kilgore




