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Bagram, Afghanistan

10th Mountain Div. soldiers climb to glory
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Story and photos by Sgt. Greg Heath
4" Public Affairs Detachment

(EditorsNote: Thisispart two of atwo part
serieson 10" Mtn. Div.'sparticipationin Opera-
tion Mountain Resolve)

NURISTAN PROVINCE, Afghanistan —
Four days had passed since the beginning of
Operation Mountain Resolvewhen Company B,
2ndBaitdion, 22nd I nfantry Regiment, whichled
the operation’s main ground effort, had reached
agmdl village just afew kilometers from their
mainobjective.

Cadlition forces had received information
about anti-coalition militia (ACM) activity
throughout the Darrahe Waygd valey. During

10th Mountain soldiersturn away to avoid the rotor wash of a CH-47 Chinook coming to extract

& [

them during Operation Mountain Resolve. The operation, which began on Nov. 7, is currently

See RESOLVE, Page 4

taking placein eastern Afghanistan's Kunar and Nuristan Provinces.

Squadron touches ground for first time

Story by Spc. Kelly Hunt
4" Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan—A group of sailorsaremaking history in
Afghanistan as they support Operation Enduring Freedom from a
forward operating basefor thefirst timein their history.

Members from Carrier Airborne Early Warning Squadron 123
landed on Bagram Air Base alittle more than aweek ago asthe first
Navy E-2C squadron to contribute, not from a ship, but from land.

“This experience is unique because Navy carrier based aircraft
have never operated from Bagram Air Base before,” said Aviation
Mechanic Second Class John Velasco, VAW 123. “We' remaking his-
tory here. It'sexciting to be hereand I’ m just glad to be apart of it.”

Thegroup, containing lessthan 18 membersfrom the USS Enter-
priseout of Norfolk, Va., maintain their E-2C Hawkeyeaircraft within
their experienced crew. Each sailor represents a part of the aircraft,
said Velasco.

The E-2C Hawkeye“ suppliesradar for the missions, protectsthe
ground troops (and) sends in our F14s and F18s’ if a hot spot is

detected, he said.

“WEe re an airborne command and control platform,” said Lt. Cmdr.
Robert Garcia, of VAW 123. “What we' re ableto do isprovide battle-
field command and control for al the aircraft airborne and integrate
them to the guys on the ground.”

They're flying in support of Combined Joint Task Force 180, he
said. Their expertise and uniqueness has landed them an extended
stay off the ship and has been recognized to provide assistancein the
coalitionforces mission here.

“They needed the type of services our airplanes provide and the
best way we can do it isby flying out of here,” said Garcia.

Though livingintentsand operating from land may be adifferent
experience than the crew isused to, they said they are excited for the
changeand bdieveit will beawelcoming changefromlifeontheship.

“You seeit on TV where they have these bases and tents set up;
you see how they live and where they live and now we know (the
experience) first hand,” said Velasco. “We're staying in tents, in the
dust, intherocks, inthedifferent cultureandit’sagreat opportunity.”

It'sagood change from the ship, said Garcia. “Beingon aship is

See SQUADRON, Page 3
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World Ne WS (Compiled from CNN.com)

President Bush tells the Financial Times of
London that the United States will maintain a
military presencein Iraq and Afghanistan.

Troops to remain in Iraq until
Saddam is killed or captured

WASHINGTON —TheWhiteHousesaid
Friday that U.S. troopswould remainin Irag
until Saddam Hussein iskilled or captured.

But the administration would not pub-
licly discussany legal or political arrange-
mentsthat might be necessary if theformer
Iragi president istill at largewhenthe U.S.-
led coalition turnsover power to anew Iragi
government.

Press Secretary Scott McClellan said it
was hypothetical to discuss any arrange-
ments that might be necessary.

But the issue could become afactor in
the urgent negotiations now under way to
speed the transfer of power to a new Iraqi
government.

In an interview with London’s Finan-
cial Times, President Bush said the United
States would maintain a military presence
in Iraq and Afghanistan “until the job is
done,” and he answered yes when asked if
that definition included accounting for
Osamabin Laden and Saddam.

The continuing U.S. troop presence in
Afghanistan was a negotiated part of the
agreement to turn political power over to the
interim government led by Hamid Karzai.

Asked if the United States would insist
on asimilar agreement as part of any transi-
tion plan in Irag, McClellan said it was a
premature question.

Many members of the Iragi Governing
Council have said they want the U.S. mili-

tary to leave as soon as possible, but se-
nior administration officials say that part of
any transfer of power would haveto include
arrangements for some continued U.S. and
international military presence.

At hismorning briefing with reporters,
McClellan said such questions were hypo-
thetical and premature because the hunt for
Saddam continues, and there is at the mo-
ment no agreement on atimetable for turn-
ing over power to anew Iragi government.

But he also several timesreiterated that
itisthe president’sview that “finishing the
job” in Irag includes accounting for
Saddam.

“It isonly amatter of time,” before the
former Iraqgi president isfound, McClellan
said.

Report: China mine blast kills 48

SHANGHALI, China—Forty-eight miners
werekilledinagasexplosion at acoa mine
in China's eastern province of Jiangxi, state
mediasaid on Friday, inthelatest in astring
of mine accidentsthat have taken thousands
of livesthisyear.

Thebodies have been retrieved after the
blast at a mine in the city of Fengcheng in
Jiangxi late in the morning, news agency
Xinhua said. Two workerswerea soinjured,
and operations at the mines have been sus-
pended.

The cause of the accident at the state-
owned Jianxin Coal Mine, which has a ca
pacity of 600,000 tonnesayear, isbheingin-
vestigated, Xinhua said, adding that senior
officialswere on their way to thesite.

Among these are a member of China's
cabinet, the State Council, along with the
provincia governor and the provincial head
of the Communist Party.

A local mining bureau official in
Fengcheng confirmed the explosion to
Reuters, but could not provide further de-
tails.

A new work safety law and greater ef-
fortsto patrol unsafe work sites have failed
to stem the number of desthsin Chinesemine
accidents so far this year.

Coal mineaccidentskilled 4,620 miners
in the first nine months of thisyear.

A U.S. Apachehelicopter patrolsthe Tikrit area.

U.S. steps up offensivein Iraq

BAGHDAD, Irag—U.S. firepower ham-
mered targetsin Iraq for the third day Friday
as part of an intense operation intended to
destroy the insurgency against the U.S.-led
codlition.

A 1st Armored Division spokesman said
the third day of Operation Iron Hammer be-
gan Friday afternoon with five strikes.

Inaddition to Iron Hammer, the4th Infan-
try Division haslaunched Operation Ivy Cy-
clone north of Baghdad, and the 82nd Air-
borne Division's Task ForceAll Americanis
operating to the west.

President Bush said Friday that his
administration’sstrategy isworkingin Irag.

“WEe're going to stay the course,” Bush
saidinWashington, repegting hiscommitment
to keep troopsin Iraq “until thejob isdone.”

Yet Friday also brought news of rising
U.S. casudlties.

A soldier was killed and two others
wounded when their Humvee struck aroad-
side bomb while they were on patrol in
Baghdad, the U.S. military said.

The three soldiers from the 1st Armored
Division were evacuated shortly after the ex-
plosionaround 8:20 am. Themilitary said the
soldier died at a hospital.

Thedeath bringsto 44 the number of U.S.
troopskilled thismonthin Irag. A total of 404
U.S. forceshave been killed sincethe start of
the war. Also on Friday, two soldiers were
wounded in western Baghdad when another
Humveehit aroadsidebomb, accordingto L t.
Col. EricNantz.
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an interesting experience and being out hereisjust asinteresting.”

Adjusting from seato land may bethe only major hurtlethat these
troops have to encounter in Bagram.

The E2 squadron had been welcomed into the Bagram military
family and all services have pulled together to make the new Navy
membersfed at home.

“WE' ve been accepted and that wasreally hel pful,” said Velasco.
“Army, Navy, Air Force (and) Marines; we'reall brothersin oneway
or another and we all work together.

“WE re one team and it's great to be here,” said VVelasco.

Theteamisexcited to be part of the Bagram mission, hesaid. “We
want to beareally big part and however the mission goes, we' |l stick
withit.

“Thisisaonceinalifetimeopportunity,” said Velasco, who after
the mission is complete, wants to bring home with him “the knowl-
edge of our mission statement, of our being here, supporting, being
part” of encouraging afree and growing world.
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Photo by Maj. Matthew Garner

A Navy E2C fromthe USSEnterpriserefuelsat Bagram Air Baseasan Air
ForceC-17 landsin the background. The E2C crewisforward positioned
at Bagram in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.

American Red Cross gives soldiers comfort

Story by Spc. Marc Loi
13th Public Affairs Detachment

The Sept. 11th attacks on America brought
more than 54,700 volunteer workers from the
American Red Crossto” Ground Zero,” tohelp
with clean-up efforts. Inthe subsequent months,
additiona Red Crossvolunteerswere aso sent
to other parts of the world to support
servicemembersdeployed in support of thewar
onterrorism.

Thisisn't new for American Red Crossvol-
unteers. They've been lending a hand to U.S.
Armed Forces since 1905, when, according to
the American Red Cross Web site at:
www.redcross.org, “the U.S. Congressgranted
acharter tothe Red Crossthat required it to act
‘inaccord with the military authoritiesasame-
dium of communication between the people of
the United States and their armed forces.””

At Camp Doha, Kuwait, therearethree Red
Cross volunteers working to support U.S. and
Coadlition Forcesservicemembersgtationed and
coming through here.

Though the group’s main mission isto act
“asaliason between soldiersand familiesback
home,” it dso providesother meansof support,
said Red Crossworker Stephanie L. Davison.

Thereisacanteen full of items of comfort
available, including snacks, stationery and read-

ingmaterids. Theré sasoatdevisonandVCR.

“They're items that are being donated by
the American people. TheAmerican peopleare
backing the servicemembers in what they're
doing and they want to show support by do-
nating,” Davison, originaly from Atlanta, Ga.,
sad. Perhgps the most sought-after items at
the center, aren’t snacks or magazines, but are
the letters written to servicemembers from
school-aged childreninAmerica

“We support you for your bravery,” one
child wrote on ahand-made card. “Go and kill
Saddam Hussein!”

Though the messages on the letters and
cards may look like right-handed peoplewrote
them with their left hands, and the cards may
havecolorssmeared dl over, therecipientsdon't
redlly mind. Themost important thing onthere
is perhaps the message, Davison said.

“Thechildrenwrotefromall over the tates
and we gt it out everywhere” she said. “It's
specid for them when they see aletter written
by achildthat'sthesameageastheir child,” she
sad.

Theletters dongwithitemsof comfort, were
collected from donations across America
through various American Red Cross chapters
and shipped to Kuwait and other overseas
posts, said John Gooch, Red Crossworker.

Gooch, from Brownwood, Texas, spent 20
yearsin the U.S. Navy and said he wanted to
continueto do positivethingsafter retiring from

the Navy. The Red Cross, he said, offered that
choice.

Though the job involves ‘traveling the
world,” both Gooch and Davison agreed they're
not doing it for the money or world traveling—
world travels often means traveling to a third-
word country and asfor themoney, they’ reprob-
ably overworked and underpaid. What they do
it for, however, said Davison is for a much
greater thereward —achancethe smiling faces
of servicememberswho they’ ve had a positive
impact on.

And they have made a positive impact.
Many servicemembers comethrough thefacil-
ity eech day, sometorelax, someto collect goods
to send to other soldiers in Irag and some for
the coffee.

Sgt. 1t ClassMichagl M. Hardee, of Nor-
folk, Va., comesinfrequently to collect itemsof
comfort for hissoldiersin Irag. Asanfirst ser-
geant of the 235th Signal Co., Hardeesaid he's
grown to appreciate the Red Cross.

“Their daily assistant has hdped our unit's
morale, I’ vebeen ableto send care packagesup
northfor my guys,” hesaid, adding that having
the Red Crossaround isavery important part of
a deployment because the Red Cross aways
gives soldiers a place to unwind and alows
themtoreax in adifferent atmosphere.

LikeHardee, Marine Sgt. Johnny A. Perez,
of Long Idand, Ny., said he thinks very highly
of the Red Cross.
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thefirst threenightsof the operation, elementsof
the 10" Mountain Division Warrior Brigade had
traveled dong the mountainsides of the valey
aongthe Fawerikhwar River withthemain pur-
poseof disrupting any ACM operationsand de-
nying them sanctuary in a province codition
forces hadn't entered since the beginning of
Operation Enduring Freedom, according to Co.
B Commander Capt. Toby Moore.

They had traveled more than 20 kilometers
by foot fromthevillageof Namgaamwherethey
hed ar assaulted into under the cover of night
Nov. 6, and now they were to begin the uphill
cimbto their find objective, a suspected ACM
strongholdlocated 6,000 feet up anearby moun-
tan.

According to Co. B 1% Sgt. Carl Ashmeed,
the days of marching and the ensuing dimb to
the objective were some of the mogt physicaly
demanding tasks they’d done since arriving in
Afghanigtan.

“Nothing that you hold true conventionaly
holds true in the mountains,” Ashmead said.
“Trave time from point A to point B islonger,
resupply ismoredifficult . .. andtheamplefact of
moving throughtheterrainisdifficult.”

To help lessen the load of soldiers carrying
heavy radios and other essentia supplieswhile
climbing the mountain, the 10" Mountain Divi-
sonsoldiershorrowed apagefromWorldWer 11
history, according to Ashmead, when they con-
tracted |loca sand rented four donkeystoadthem
onther misson.

Thesoldiersdimbed thestegp snaking moun-
tain trail and arrived at the objective asthe sun
was setting behind ridgdinesthat dominated the

ared's landscape.

A CH-47 Chinook hovers over a roof to pick up 10th
Mountain Division soldiers during Operation Moun-
tain Resolve.

Operation Mountain Resolve. The operation, which began on Nov. 7, is currently taking placein
eastern Afghanistan'sKunar and Nuristan Provinces.

“Every one of the soldiers has definitely
earned his mountain tab this mission,” said
Moore, about hissoldiers efforts.

Whenthey arrived a theobjectiveand deared
the buildingsinthe area, the soldiersdiscovered
that the enemy had clearly abandoned the site.

According to Ashmeed, showing up to an
empty objectivewasabit anticlimactic.

“Every infantryman trainsto dose with and
destroy theenemy,” he said. “Thiswas an indi-
caor of how postive the War on Terroriam is
going in Afghanigtan that thereisn't any enemy
to closewith whenwe get here”

Over the next two days, the infantrymen
searched the objective and surrounding arees
for duesof ACM forces.

Even though there were no enemies to be
found, many of the soldiers were ill content
withtheir accomplishments.

“There were a few times when |
wanted to quit, but | just kept going,”
sad Pvt. Jason Dominguez, Co. A, 2-22
Inf. “Themountainswerealittlerough,
but weovercamethem.”

Sgt. Benjaminlrdand, Co.A, 413 Env
gineer Co., 10" Mtn. Div., agreed, “ This
mission, | fdtlikeweactudly got some-
thing accomplished; we went up there
and made sure there wasn't any enemy
leftinthearea”

And perhaps most importantly, the
soldierswere ableto draw someimpor-
tant lessons from the harsh experience,

according to Ashmeed.

“What it showsmeabout my soldiersisthat
they are very hard physicdly and mentdly be-
causethey’ redbletocomeintounfamiliar terrain
and they're able to adapt to it,” he said. “We
learned some painful lessons. We had a couple
sorained ankles and other smdl injuries, but we
aso learned these hills aren’'t anything to be
scared of; we can go up them and we can move
onour owntermsin thesehills”

After two long, bitter-cold nights at the ob-
jective, the soldiers made the vadtly eesier trek
downthemountainand back tothevillagewhere
they darted to prepare for extraction from the
province.

“Itwasagressul experiencebut rewarding,”
sad 1% Lt Matthew Crowe, fire support officer
out of 3¢ Bn., 6" Fid dArtillery Regiment, about
thewhole experience. “ It ssemswe ve severdy
hindered the enemy’s operationsin thisarea.”

And in dimbing the mountains of Afghani-
gantofight theWar onTerrorism, thesol diersof
10" Mtn. Div added pages to the proud history
of the 10" Mountain Division, according to
Ashmesad.

“We veaddedtothelegacy of the 10" Moun-
tain Division. Maybe not with the same kill or
dash that our forbearers from WWII did it, but
wedidit,” hesaid. “ And we came back with l
thesoldiersweleft with, sooverdl, it'stheend of
apretty good day.”

Operation Mountain Resolve is currently

ongoing.
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| am a veteran...

Commentary by Mgj. Dani Johnson

“l am a veteran.” Four words that still seem so strange for me to say.
Inmy mind, veteranshavedwaysbeenthemenintheir American Legion or Veteransof Foreign
Warscapswho served inWorldWer 11, Koreaand Vietnam. It hasn't been theairman or officer
you see playing with ayoung child in the park or have over to your house for abarbeque.

In September | returned to RamsteinAir Base, Germany, from afive-month deployment to
Baghdad, Irag, and Camp Doha, Kuwait, aspart of Operation Iragi Freedom. | didn’t think much
about theterm “veteran” as| quickly outprocessed there and headed here for my new assgn-
ment. Duringthetimel wasdeployed, | wasshot & and found out thet if | hadto | could defend
mysdf andwaslucky | didn’t haveto. | worked longer hoursand wasmorefatigued than | ever
thought | could be and till accomplish the mission.

Oneaf my most memorabl eexperienceswaswhen Saddam’ ssonswerekilled July 22,

| wasthe public affairs operations and plans chief in the joint operations center for Head
quarters Codlition Joint Task Force-Seven. Upon natification of the possble deaths, | wasin
chargeof deve oping and coordinating al theguidance and preparationfor theupcoming press
conferences.

| will dwayshavein my memory theimageof meat algptopwith fiveArmy colondsandan
Army brigadier genera hangingover my shoulders* hdping” mewritethecommeandinggenerd’s
opening satement. Within 24 hours, we held two liveinternational pressconferences. It wasa
team effort dl around. It took everyone, across dl specidties, in two operations centers to
preparethegenera for every possiblequestion and toinformhim of thedetail sof theoperation.

Not once during thet time or any other time during the deployment did | think, “When |
leavehere, | will beacombet veteran.” | didwhat | had to dowith theresources| had available
and left knowing that | gave everything | had and made adifference.

I’mnottheonly veteran hereor a other bases. A veteranisan arman guarding theflightline,
acaptainflyingtheB-52H Stratofortressand an NCOworking onthecommunicationlinesinthe
missilefidd. Itincludesmany othersacrossthebaseand theAir Forcewho aretoo numerousto
mention here, who served recently in operations|ragi Freedom and Enduring Freedom.

Look doser a that senior NCO and lieutenant colond; they are probably veterans of
operationsAllied Forceand Desert Sorm. Someheremight even beveteransfromtheVietham
War. Don'tforget our civilianseither. Many of themareprior military, and served during timesof
conflict. All of ushaveareasontothank thosewho camebeforeus. Butinthat gratitude, don’t
forget to thank the ones standing next to you this Veteran's Day.

Because| anaveteran.

STREET TALK

How are you going to bring the
holiday season to Bagram?

“I'm going to go home and
see my family.”

Spc. Brian Fahringer,
213" Area Support Group

“We're going to look for a
little person smaller than me,
to play the elf at my
Christmas party.”

Chief Warrant Offficer 3
John Robinson,
HHC CJTF 180

“For Thanksgiving, our
Chaplain is going to do a
service, we're going to eat
some chow and then we're
going back to work.”

Command Sgt. Maj.
Corbly Elsbury,
41 Engineer Battalion

“I’m going to buy some gifts
from the bazaar and send
them home to my family.”

Capt. John Gerber,
Co. D, 1¢ Bn., 130"
Aviation Regiment
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Afghanistan Hot Topics

Special ops soldier killed in Afghanistan

L ONDON (Reuters) —A specia operationsforce soldier hasbeen
killed in Afghanistan after the vehicle he was driving was hit by a
roadsidebomb, theU.S. military hassaid.

U.S. Central Command said in a statement the attack was near
Asadabad, in eastern Afghanistan, on Friday. It gave no more details.

Afghanand U.S. forcesare scouring mountainsand villagesin that
part of the country as part of anew operation against militants called
“Mountain Resolve,” villagersreported.

At least four Afghans were killed and three hurt on Wednesday
when their car was blown up by aremate-controlled bomb apparently
intended for aU.S. vehicleclosetoaU.S. baseinthe area

More than 350 people, including civilians, Afghan troops, rebels,
aid workersand at least 11 U.S.-led soldiers or CIA operatives, have
been killed in attacksin Afghanistan since early August.

Theviolenceistheworst since U.S.-led forces overthrew the radi-
cal Idamic Taliban regimetwo yearsago on Thursday.

Afghans say suspected militants killed

KABUL, Afghanistan (Reuters) —Afghan forceskilled four suspected
Idamic militants when they tried to overrun a government base near the
border with Pakistan, an officia said on Friday.

The dash took place in Shaplung in the southeastern province of
Khost on Thursday night and lasted for an hour before the attackers
retrested to Pakistan, said Kheya Basz Khan, atop provincid military
offidd.

“I do not know the size of the enemy’sforce involved in the attack,”
Khan told Reuters by satellite phone.

“But | do know that four Tdiban or d Qaedamemberswerekilledin
their abortive attack in which no government sol dier washarmed.”

Hedid not havefurther detail sof theclashinremote Shaplung. Afghan
officids say Tdiban and d Qaeda guerrillas use Pakigtani territory to or-

A note from the editor...

Toall,

The Arizona Daily Sar isasking deployed military mem-
bers and other personnel deployed here who call Arizona
home what they are thankful for this Thanksgiving.

You may stop by the public affairs office, on the second
floor of the control tower or you can e-mail Tech. Sgt. Brian
Davidson at DavidsonB @baf.cjtf180.army.mil

Thereis no limit to the length of your answers.

Pleaseincludeyour full name, rank, jobtitlehereat Bagram
and your hometown in your response.

Deadline for submissionsisNov. 17. Publication will be
in the Thanksgiving Day issue of the Arizona Daily Sar.

(Compiled by CIJTF-180 Public Affairs)

chedrateradson Afghan soldiers, U.S-led forcesand aid workers,

Morethan 350 people, induding civilians Afghantroops, many rebds,
adworkersand at least 11 U.S.-led soldiers or CIA operatives have been
killed in a series of atacks in various parts of Afghanigtan snce early
August.

Thevidlenceisthe worst snce U.S-led forces overthrew the radica
Idamic Tdibanregimelatein 2001.

About 11,500 U.S--led troops are hunting remnants of the Taliban and
a Qaedaaswdl asfdlowersof GulbuddinHekmatyar, former primeminister
and renegade warlord who has called ajihad, or holy war, against foreign
troops on Afghan oil.

Nine killed in clash in Zabul Province

(Sabawoon) — One solider loya to the Afghan government and
eight suspected loyalists of the former Taliban regimewerekilled on 8
November inaclashthat took placein Khak-eAfghan District of Zabul
Province. Meanwhile, two explosions reportedly occurred in the pro-
vincia capital Qalat on 8 November. TheAfghan Interior Ministry con-
firmed the clash in Khak-e Afghan District, but said it had noinforma-
tion regarding explosionsin Qalat. Reports attributed the information
about the Qalat explosionsto Mawlawi Mohammad Omar, the deputy
governor of Zabul. He was quoted in the reports as saying that four
digtrictsin the province are not under government control.

Afghanistan’s Constitutional Effort

(NY Times) —Almost two years after the war, Afghans face growing
insecurity, rising troubles with the Taliban and diminishing help from the
West. A draft of anew condtitution released &t the end of October offersa
firgt step toward red dections and amore humane society. This draft in-
cludes some promising aspirations, with apreamblethat calsfor observer
tion of theUnited Nations Charter and the Universa Declaration of Human
Rights, and for acivil society with a*“deserving place in the internationd
community.” But therearead so troubling aspectsof thiscrucia document,
whichwill gobeforeacondtitutiona convention next monthfor ratification.

Abovedl, thedraft lacksad ear promiseto theAfghan peoplethat their
individua rightscannot beeasily trumped. The document doesnot invoke
Shariah, the Idamic law that, among other restrictions, does not tolerate
dissent. But it says that no law can be contrary to the sacred religion of
Idam. And it saysthe members of the Supreme Court should be educated
indther civil law or Idamiclaw, aprovisonthat raisesthepossbility of more
judges who base their rulings on the Koran rather than civil law. Findly,
athough women would become part of the government, thereisno sepa
rate acknowledgment of rightsfor women, abasic need for acountry with
Afghanigan’s painful history.

United Nations and American officias need to push for language en-
suring the protection of core human rightsin this document. The constitu-
tional convention in December is expected to include many who want to
makethefinad document moreconservative.
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Daily Ife gs on around Bam

Photo page by
Staff Sgt. Keith Thompson
4th Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan — Nobody knows
just exactly what aday will bring for the soldiers
of 2™ Platoon, 805" Military Police Company,
when they head out the front gate on patrol.

The MPspatrol areaincludestheareaaround
BagramAir Base up to roughly half way to Kabul
where the International Security Assistance
Force picks up responsibility, according to Staff
Sgt. Shawn Beckett, one of the patrol |eaders.

“Our main mission isdoing presence patrols

(Above) Local girlswash rugsin a stream near Old Kabul
Road.
(Right) MPsfrom the 805th MP Co. stop to talk with villag-
ersduringtheir daily presence patrol.

and escort missions,” he said.

According to Beckett, another objective of
the patrols is to see how the roads on the map
correspond with the actual roads of the area.

“Some of the roads on the map don't actu-
aly exist,” Beckett said. “We go out and see
what's actually there and what can support mili-
tary traffic.”

The MPs spend their patrol time keeping an
eye out for what's going on and frequently stop
to talk with locals and listen to their concerns.

“We go out so that these people can see
Americansalittleand know that we arearound,”
Beckett said.

A Pakistani mine
clearance technician
takes a break from
clearing minesnextto
Old Kabul Road.
Around Bagram is
one of the most
heavily mined areas
in Afghanistan. This
isjust oneof themany
sights Bagram Air
Base MPs seeduring
their daily presence

patrols.

Fall colors show their colorsin a vil-
lage west of Old Kabul Road. What
usedtobearesort areaisnow rebuild-
ing after the Taliban destroyed it.
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Britney Spears

Does Britney still have it?

LOS ANGELES (Reuters) — Two years
ago, she sang plaintively that she was“Not a
girl, not yet awoman.”

For the past couple of months, former pop
princess Britney Spears, 21, has been out to
prove that girlhood is but a distant memory,
posing topless and bottomless for magazine
coversand smooching publicly with Madonna
to promote her recording comeback.

“IntheZone,” Britney'sfirst dbumfor two
years, hitsrecord stores November 18 follow-
ing her decisoninAugust 2002 to takeabresk
from the business that had turned a whole-
some teen from the American South into a
worldwide pop phenomenonwith album sales
of 60million.

Two yearsis a lifetime in the fickle pop
music industry as Madonna, the mother of re-
invention, knowsall toowell. So oncethe TV
specials, the eye-popping photos and the me-
diafuror over her “not that innocent” new im-
ageblowsover, Britney’ssuccessasarecord-
ing artist will depend onthemusic.

“It redly comes down to how good the
songs are. Any kind of imageis not going to
sustain you for that long unlessthereisredlly
somesubstancethere,” said Jeff Pollack, alead-
ing radio and music consultant.

Beach Boys in legal battle

NEW YORK
(Billboard) -
Beach Boys co-
founder Al Jardine
has won an appeal
against ex-
bandmate Mike
Love, clearing the
way for a breach-
of-fiduciary-duty
lawsuit against
Love.

“Thisisthefirst
stepinalongjourney,” Jardinetold Billboard.

Lovebecamethesolelicenseeto perform
under the Beach Boys name in 1998, when
bandmate Carl Wilson died. In 2001, Love
sued Jardine in California superior court to
prevent Jardine from using the band’s name
when hetoured. According to the complaint,
Jardine had been touring under the names
“Beach BoysFamily & Friends,” “ Al Jardine,
Beach Boy” and “Al Jardine of the Beach
Boys.”

Atthetime, thelower courtruledinLove's
favor, denying Jardine use of the name.
Jardine then appealed the decision, seeking
$4millionindamages.

By now, the damage amount has bal-
looned to “something in the tens of millions
of dollars,” saysJardine. “But it'sabout much
morethan just the money. | want to be ableto
tour again, and to be able to identify myself
asaBeach Boy again.”

The Beach Boys during
their 1960s heyday.

Hatfield, left, and Medley after their induction
into the Rock and Roll Hall of Famein March.

Righteous Brother sings alone
IRVINE, Cdlif. (Hollywood Reporter) —
The surviving member of the Righteous
Brothers sang a gospel song alone Tuesday
as family, friends and fans remembered his
|ate partner, Bobby Hatfield, at a memorial
servicefilled with music and funny stories.

“1’m going to missour two-part harmony.
I’mgoingto missour rock and roll. I’ m going
to misslooking to my right on stage and see-
ing my friend,” said Bill Medley, whose hits
with Hatfield included “ Unchained Melody”
and“You'velLost That Lovin' Fedling.”

Addressing Hatfield, he added, “1 want
you to rest aswell asyou lived.”

Hatfield, who with Medley wasinducted
intothe Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, died last
week in ahotel room in Kalamazoo, Michi-
gan, shortly before the duo was to perform.

Hundredsturned out at the public memo-
rial service at the non-denominational Mari-
nersChurchinlrvine. Picturesof Hatfield were
on display, many of which showed himwitha
microphone. A video montage showed the
Righteous Brothers performing their best-
known songs.

Bagram Air Base MWR
presents
“We Were Soldiers”

1530Z at the MWR building:

The story of the first major battle of the American phase of
the Vietnam War and the soldiers on both sides that fought it.

Tomorrow’smovie: “Carrot Top RocksLasVegas'




Coalition Sports Zone

(Compiled from SlI.com)

MLS rookies lead Chicago, New England
ATLANTA —Thetoptwo
rookiesin Mgjor L eague Soc-
cer will squareoff Friday night
for a berth in the MLS Cup
championship game.

The Chicago Fire and
New England Revolution
meet at Soldier Field to de-
cide the Eastern Conference
representative in MLS Cup
(8:30 p.m. ET; Fox Sports
World).

First-year Fire forward
Damani Raphhad 11 godsand
dx assgsin the regular sea
on,whiletheRevs Pat Noonan
came on strong late in the season to taly 10 goals and seven assists.
Noonan has two goasin two playoff games, and Ralph has one.

On Saturday, the San Jose Earthquakes and Kansas City Wizards
clash for the Western Conferencetitle in the first-ever playoff meeting
between theclubs (10 p.m. ET; Fox SportsWorld).

Thewinner-take-al, one-gameformat isafirst for MLS, whichthis
season got rid of acumbersome three-game playoff.

In the new playoff system, the first-round series were decided on
total aggregate scores after two games.

New England and Chicago met inthe playoffsinthree of the previ-
ous four seasons, and each time the winner went on to lose the MLS
Cup. Last year, the Revs beat Chicago only to loseto the LosAngeles
Gaaxy at homeinthefinal. Infour meetings between the teamsthis
season, New England won both games at Gillette Stadium, while the
Firewon and tied at Naperville during the renovation of Soldier Field.
Whilethefirst-round offered the higher seed little in the way of home-
fiedld advantage, the Fire are happy to be hosting the Conference Findl.

“There are some coaches in the league that have downplayed it,
but | till fedl it’'svery important,” said Chicago’sfirst-year head coach
Dave Sarachan. “ Thisplacewill berocking. Wejust fed good at home
and having home-fieldisgoing to be big.”

Pat Noonan (left) hasstepped uptolead
the Revs' offense, while Marshall
Leonard hasfilled in on defense.

Trojans lose starting defensive end

L OSANGEL ES- Southern Cdiforniadefensiveend Omar Nazel
needssurgery to repair ligamentsin hisright thumb and isexpected to
misstherest of the season. Frostee Rucker, aredshirt sophomore, will
gtart in place of Nazel on Saturday, when the No. 2 Trojans play at
Arizona. USC also will be without starting linebackers Matt
Grootegoed and Melvin Simmons. Grootegoed has asprained ankle,
and Simmons has a bruised leg.
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Pierzynski gets traded to Glants

MINNEAPOLIS -
Though A.J. Fierzynski was
sad to say s0 long to Minne-
sota, he saw it coming.

The tightly budgeted
Twins traded their All-Star
catcher to the San Francisco
Giantsfor right-handed rliever
Joe Nathan and two minor
leaguersFriday.

San Francisco will send
right-hander Boof Bonser and
left-hander Francisco Liriano
to Minnesota. The Twinswill
give up either a player to be
named or cashto completethe
dedl between divison cham-
pions.

“It's one of those things that was eventualy going to happen,” said
Pierzynski, reeched onagolf coursein Hawaii. “| wasoneof thefirst guys
people had talked about, and they’ ve got the guy coming behind me.”

Joe Mauer, the top pick in the 2001 amateur draft, iswaiting to take
over asMinnesota's catcher. “The door is pretty wide open right now,”
Mauer said from his offseason homein Florida “It's pretty exciting for
me. ... I'vegot ashot to be on the club next year.”

TheTwins minor leagueplayer of theyear, Mauer hit .335with Class
A Fort Myersand .341 for ClassAA New Britain.

“That'sal part of thereasonswedecided to makethistrade,” generd
manager Terry Ryan said. “We re dedling from a position of strength.
We vegot sometaent at catching comeup and somefinanciad concerns,
asfar asmaking surethe piecesfit.”

Owner Carl Pohlad wants to keep Minnesota's $56 million payroll
about the same, and Pierzynski, 26, will get a significant raise through
sdary arbitration from the $365,000 he made | ast season.

First baseman Doug Mientkiewicz and left-handed pitcher Johan
Santanaareamong four other playerseligiblefor arbitration, andrelievers
Eddie Guardado and LaTroy Hawkins and outfielder Shannon Stewart
arefreeagents. Soit wasno secret theAL Centra champion Twinshadto
makesomemovesthisfall.

Pierzynski spoke with Mientkiewicz shortly after hearing the news,
and they briefly lamented the limitations of a smdl-market club. Both
players have spent their entire careers in the organization, debuting in
1999 on ateamthat used 18 different rookies.

“It'sexciting, but I'm sad a the sametime,” said Pierzynski, anAll-
Starin2002whohit .312with 35 doubles, 11 homersand 74 RBIsin 137
gamesin2003.

A.J. Pierzynski hasa .301 career average.
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Battles looming in Bryant case

DENVER —L et the paper war begin: Thejudgeinthe
Kobe Bryant sexua assault case has given attorneys a
monthto outlineissuesthat could play akey roleat trid,
frommedical historiestorapekit evidence.

Winning the fight over evidence and testimony is
crucia when it comesto convincing jurorsthe LosAn-
gelesLakers star isguilty or innocent.

“Team Kobe's biggest worry now is a hung jury,”
said Denver atorney Craig Silverman, aformer prosecu-
tor. “ After the preliminary hearing, it doesn’t look like 12
people would convict him. At the same time, it's very
hard to convince dl 12 people to vote not guilty. If he
wins these motions hearings, it could reduce the likdli-
hood of ahung jury.”

During Bryant'sinitia gppearanceingatecourt Thurs-
day, the judge gave atorneys 30 days to file forma re-
quests. Legal experts expect the defense to try to limit
evidence and to set ground rules for expert witnesses.

Moreimportant will be evidence the defense wants
to ensure goes before a jury, Loyola Law School-Los
Angeles professor Stan Goldman said.

He said the defense will want to arguethat Bryant's
19-year-old accuser was mentally and emotionally un-
stable, that she was promiscuous and that she expected
Bryant to make sexua advances. Prosecutorshaveindi-
cated they will try to keep such evidence away fromthe
jury.

“In my opinion, that is the far more relevant and
potentially compelling evidence— if true— about why
in this he-said, she-said context we should believe he
instead of she,” Goldman said Friday.

Bryant, 25, is accused of raping the woman at the
posh hotel where she worked and he was a guest June
30. Free on $25,000 bond, he faces four yearsto lifein
prison or 20 yearsto life on probation if convicted.

State Digtrict Judge Terry Ruckriegle has set a Dec.
19 hearing to discuss unresolved issues deferred to him
by the Eagle County judge who sent the caseto tridl.

Among those disputes are defense requests to see
thewoman’smedical recordsfrom severd hospitalsand
clinicsand arape-crisiscenter. Themotionsto befiledin
the next month will be discussed at aJan. 23 hearing.

Lega experts predicted the defense will try to keep
Bryant's tape-recorded statement to police and his T-
shirt, stained with the woman's blood, out of evidence.
They aso expect the defense to seek permissionto dis-
cuss the woman'’s reported suicide attempts and her
sexual history.

Colorado’s rape-shield law prohibitsthe use of evi-
dence about the sexua history of an aleged sexud as-
sault victim unlessthe evidenceis proven to bereevant
to the case.

Solution from Friday’ sPercusson Session

Crossword in the Freedom Watch
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Kandahar chapel hours

Sunday

+ 0500Z — Roman Catholic mass

« 0630Z — Protestant worship

« 0830Z — Latter-Day Saints
worship

Bagram chapel hours

Sunday

+ 0530Z — Catholic mass

«» 0700Z — Protestant worship

«» 0830Z — Latter-Day Saintsworship
% 1400Z — Gospd sarvice

K2 chapel hours

Sunday

++0300Z- Liturgica Service
++0400,0730,1130Z-Genera Protestant Service
++0530Z-Roman Catholic Mass

+1230Z-L atter Day Saints

% 1130Z — Roman Catholic mass Monday Monday
«» 1430Z — Gospel service ++ 0700Z — Catholic mass ++0230Z-Devotions and Prayer
Tuesday ++1230Z-Catholic Mass

Monday
« 1130Z — Rosary and prayers
«» 1430Z — Gospel choir practice

«» 0700Z — Catholic mass

++ 1400Z — Protegtant Bible study
Wednexday

«» 0700Z — Catholic mass

Tueday
++1230Z-Catholic Mass
++1400Z-Biblestudy
Wedneday

Tuesday + 1400Z — Protestant mid-week service ++0230Z-Devotions and Prayer
« 1130Z — Orthodox/Catholic Bible Thursday ++1230Z-Catholic Mass
study ++ 0700Z — Catholic mass ++1400Z-Midweek Praise Service
«» 1430Z — Protestant Bible study +¢ 1400Z — Gospd Bible study Thursday
Friday +%+1230Z-Catholic Mass
Wednesday ++ 0700Z — Catholic mass Friday
% 1130Z — Roman Catholic mass ¢ 0745Z — Noon-Day prayer ++1400Z-Jewish Service

< 1430Z — Protestant mid-week
service

Thursday
«» 1430Z — Gospel Bible study

Friday

«» 0830Z — Islamic Jumaa’ h prayer

«» 1130Z — Orthodox Christian hymn
service

% 1430Z — Jewish prayer

% 08302 —Idamic Jumad h prayer
% 1430Z — Jewish prayer
Saturday

% 1330Z — Gogpd Choair practice
« 1430Z — Bible sudy

+ 151502 — Catholic mass

«%» 1900Z — Evening Worship service

++0230Z-Devotions and Prayer
++1230Z-Catholic Mass
++1400Z-Biblestudy
Saturday

++0400Z-Jewish Service
++1230Z-Catholic Mass

CIJCMOTF chapel hours

Saturday

; Sunday Wednesday

" 05302 asﬁfge“th")ay Adventist < 1100Z — Christian service < 1900Z — Bible study - 2¢ & 4
% 1130Z — Orthodox Christian Divine 14302 — U.S. Embassy service T hur sdays

Liturgy
% 1430Z — Gospel Choir practice

+» 1900Z — Christian service

+» 1900Z — Roman Catholic mass
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