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Engineers survey Bagram for improvement

Story and photos by Spc. Kelly Hunt
4" Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan — Personnel
stationed at Bagram Air Base are con-
stantly looking for ways to improve the
base and Tuesday was no exception as
they extended their work into the Camp
Dragon area.

Troops from the 205" Engineer Bat-
talion are surveying the base camp hop-
ing to provide information that will coun-
teract the drainage problems personnel
living on base may encounter this win-
ter season.

“We heard rumors that sometimes
during the winter, they have a flooding
problem with the snow melting, sowe're
seeing what we can do to fix that situa-
tion before winter hits,” said Sgt. Clay
Revere, 205" Engineer Battalion.

Determining the elevation levels
throughout the base will help solve one
of the main concerns of personnel here;

the drainage issue.

“They want to see what’s high, what’s
low, where water’s going to (collect),”
he said. “We can put in ditches (and)
dirt; we can change elevation; we can

(left toright) Sgt. John Porter, Sgt. Clay Revereand Staff Sgt. Ronald O’ Quin, surveyorsfromthe
205" Engineer Battalion, conduct a topographical survey to determain elevation differencesthrough-
out Bagram’s base camp to prevent possible drainage problemsin thewinter months.

make water stay away from people’'s
homes.”
In addition to possibly preventing

See SURVEY, Page 4

$87.5 billion package signed for Irag, Afghanistan

Story by K.L. Vantran
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — “No enemy or friend can doubt that
Americahasthe resources and the will to see thiswar through
to victory,” said President Bush before signing the $87.5 bil-
lion supplemental appropriations bill for military operations
in Iraq and Afghanistan.

“Today, the United Statesis making acritical financial com-
mitment to this global strategy to defeat terror,” hetold those
assembled in the White House East Room today. “We're sup-
porting our servicemen and women in the field of battle. We're
supporting reconstruction and the emergence of democratic
institutionsin avital area of the world. The American people

accept these responsibilities now in our time so that we will
not face far greater dangers in the future.”

The bill provides $64.7 billion for military operationsin
Iraq, Afghanistan and elsewhere. Of this, about $51 billionis
for Operation Iragi Freedom, and $10 billion for Operation En-
during Freedom. The remaining monies will cover costs with
Operation Noble Eagle and support for allies in the war on
terror.

“We're supporting such basic military necessities as air,
rail and sea transportation for American and coalition troops
to the theaters of action,” said Bush. “We will purchase am-
munition for our weapons and fuel and spare parts for air-
planes and helicopters and vehicles. We will replace equip-
ment lost or damaged in combat. We will acquire vital new

See BILLION, Page 4
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World News (Compiled from CNN.com)

Italian troops guard the barracks deﬂroyed in
Wednesday's suicide attack.
Italy not deterred by deaths

BAGHDAD, Irag — Itdian officids said
Wednesday an attack on Itdian military police
headquartersin Nasiriyathat killed at least 18
Itdliansand eight Iragisearlier intheday would
not deter their country’scommitment to hel ping
formanew Iragi government.

Officids said 12 of the dead were Italian
Carébinieri, or paramilitary police, four wereother
soldiersand twowereltdianciviliansfilminga
documentary ontheltalianmilitary inlrag,.

Iragi hospital sourcessaid eight Iragiswere
killed. Itdian newsmediasaid four suicidebomb-
ersdied.

British spokeswoman Lt. Katherine
Maclntosh said 21 Italians were wounded and
12 Iragiswerewounded or missing. TheBritish
areleading amultinationa divisioninsouthern
Irag. A truck, followed by a sedan, barreled
through the Italian compound’s gate, and one
of themexploded, codition officidssaid.

The car was carrying a detonator, but it
waan't clear whether that vehicle, the truck or
bothwere packed with explosives, officidssaid.
The Pentagon described the bombing as a co-
ordinated attack involving 10 people.

The blast leveled the building, and Itdian
defense officids said they expected the desth
toll to rise because some people were report-
edly trapped under rubble.

It marked the firgt attack on Itdians snce
President Bush declared the end of mgjor com-
bat May 1. Theltalian Ministry of Defensesaid
about 2,500 Italiansare stationed inthe country.
It was aso the deadliest atack againg Italian
military personnd sinceWorld Wer 11.

“Nointimidationwill budgeusfromour will-
ingness to help that country rise up again and
rebuild itself with self-government, security and

freedom,” Italian Prime Minister Silvio
Berlusconi said in astatement.

Bush offered U.S. condolencesfor theltal-
ian deeths. “We appreciate their sacrifice” he
sad. “I appreciate the steadfast leadership of
PrimeMinigter Berlusconi, whorefusedtoyield
inthefaceof terror.”

Policecarry awounded SWAT offloer awayfrom
the shootout that ended a nine-hour standoff.

Gunman, two others dead
after deadly Dallas standoff

DALLAS-A police gandoff ended after
nine hours Wednesday with agunman and two
other people dead and four officers wounded.
Eight hostages, a woman and seven children,
weresafely released.

SWAT team officers shot and killed Fran-
cisco Fuentes, 32, aresident of the gpartment
who had held them at bay much of the day and
fired at officerstwo separatetimes.

Police found two other men dead in the
gpartment, gpparently shot by Fuentes before
police arrived earlier in the day to investigate
reportsof gunfire, gookesman Sgt. Gil Cerdasad.
Their nameswere not released.

Police hadn't determined the motiveinthe
hostage-taking and killings and were question-
ing the woman who had been held hostage,
Cerdasaid.

Neighbor Darrell Davis said he was awak-
ened by gunfire, and then police told residents
to“"get out, get out now!™”’

“When they found the gunman in there,
therewere about three shotsfromabig gun and
weadl ranfor cover,” hesaid.

When police were firs summoned to the
Meadow Parc Apartments about 2:45 am., the
childrenintheapartment told them that Fuentes
was inside a bedroom with a gun. Fuentes
wounded three officers when they entered the
bedroom, Cerdasaid. Theofficerssaw the body

of a least oneman on thefloor, he said.

The officers retreated after they were
wounded and the four children werefreed.

Over the next few hours, Fuentes released
the other three children and the woman he had
been holding hostage. The woman’s relaion-
ship to theman was not immediately clear. The
childrenwerehisown, Cerdasaid.

Eventualy, policefilled theapartment with
tear gasin an atempt to end the standoff, then
burst in to the gpartment. They killed Fuentes
when, for asecondtime, hefired at officers Cerda
said. That was when the fourth officer was
wounded, hesaid. All of thewounded officers
— Edward Coffey, Michad Flusche, Michad
Petino and Douglas Brady —were hospitalized
ingood conditionand their injuriesarenct life-
threatening, authorities said.

Cerdasaid thethree officerswho first went
intotheapartment werehit by oneshotgunblagt.

W.H. to let 9/11 panel review
classified daily briefings

WASHINGTON —Theindependent com-
mission investigating the Sept. 11 terrorist at-
tacks said Wednesday theWhite Housewould
letit review classfied daily presdentid intelli-
gence briefings.

“Webelievethisagreement will prove sat-
isfactory and enable us to get our job done,”
the commission said in astatement.

The Nationd CommissiononTerroristAt-
tacks Upon the United States, created by Con-
gresslast year, has complained that the White
Houseand federal agencieshave beendow to
turn over requested documents. Its report is
duein May. President Bush maintained the
documents were “very sensitive” and should
not be released to the public.

A White House official said the White
House, at Bush's direction, has been “work-
ing closdy with thecommissionto ensurethey
have theinformation they need to be success-
ful.

“We are pleased we were ableto reach an
agreement with the commission, and welook
forward to their recommendations to make
Americasdfer,” theofficid said.

The commission said it wanted to review
daily briefs from both the Clinton and Bush
adminigtrations, according to the statement.



New Army theme declares
soldiers ready to respond

Story by Sgt. 1st Class MarciaTriggs
Army News Service

WASHINGTON —TheArmy introduced its new theme
thisweek, declaring that soldiers know that they have afight
on their hands, but are ready to respond.

“Our Army At War - Relevant and Ready” describes the
proactive strategy of the Army’s new chief of staff.

“WE re going to move before the other guy moves, and
we' re going to reach out and touch him at his place, not ours
... We're going to have to be strategically more agile,” said
Chief of Staff of the Army Gen. Peter Schoomaker during a
joint transformation conferencein Anaheim, Calif.

Thekey, hesaid, istowork moreclosdly inthejoint arena,
to move toward joint interdependence.

A 100-word message accompanies the Army theme and
can be read by logging onto www.army.mil. An Army at war
serving on ajoint force is the focus of the message, and is
emphasized by Schoomaker at the majority of his speaking
engagements.

Schoomaker announced in October that he wants to see
immediate attention given to more than a dozen focus aress.
One of those areasis strategic communi cations— making sure
his gods and objectives are articulated throughout the Army.

TheArmy theme and itsmessage are based onthe chief’s
directions and developed by Strategic Communications, an
addition to Executive Office of the headquarters, supporting
both the secretary of the Army and the chief of staff of the
Army, headquartered at the Pentagon.

Thethemeisbased on Schoomaker’sobjectives, said Petti
Benner, the STRATCOM acting director. “ After meeting with
Gen. Schoomaker, it was apparent that he wants to make it
known that there is a national security crisis going on right
now. It's no longer business as usua.”

Only two years ago, the Army’s focus was Transforma-
tion. However, the new enemy that the Army faces changed
thefocal point to war.
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Bagram Air Base
MWR presents

1530Z at the MWR building:
A sweet-natured, small-town guy inheritsa
controlling stakein amediaconglomerate

and begins to do business his way.

Tomorrow’smovie: “Windtalkers’

“Mr. Deeds’

Local weather

TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER FORECAST:

Today Friday
Bagram: Mostly Cloudy Thunderstorms

H: 66F H: 63F

L: 41F L: 43F
Kandahar: Dusty Thunderstorms

H: 73F H: 72F

L: 46F L: 43F
Kabul: Mostly Cloudy Thunderstorms

H: 59F H: 55F

L: 32F L: 30F
Uzbekistan:  Mostly Cloudy Rain

H: 68F H: 63F

L: 40F L: 43F

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team
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SURVEY, from Page 1

water damage problems, survey-
ors are collecting data to make
an accurate map of the area.

“What we're doing here, in
between construction projects,
(is) mapping the base camp (be-
cause) there was a drawing
when we got here of it that
wasn’'t completely accurate,”
said Revere. “What we're trying
to do is get an accurate topo-
graphical map that showsthe lo-
cation of everything.”

The survey team, consisting
of five personnel, is assisted by
two engineers and is split into
two crews who do their best to
accomplish thisincredible task.

“When they first told us they
wanted us to do this, when we
first got here, we figured it
would take the full six months
to doit, but we've got it mostly
donein about three months,” he
said. “I think it’s going well
(and) these guys are doing a
good job.

“I’veworked with other bat-
talions and the 205" has always
impressed me,” Revere said.
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“They have really good work-
ers (and) whether it's pouring
concrete, putting up buildings
or moving dirt and rock, they
do a good job.”

When the team isn’'t work-
ing on the elevation project,
they mainly support the con-
struction efforts being made
throughout the base including
runway and parallel taxiway
projects.

The group has been in
country since mid August and
in aslittle as three months, the
team has accomplished tasks
such as expanding the runway,
taxiways and crossovers on
base, said Revere.

Once they have completed
surveying the base camp, team
members hope to extend their
surveying efforts around Disney
Drive and think about future
projects throughout base that
they could assist in to bring
more improvements to troops
stationed here.

“We're all over the place,”
he said. “We just go wherever
(we're needed) and see if we
can help out.”

Saff Sgt. Ronald O’ Quin, surveyor from the 205" Engineer Battal-
ion, usesthe Geodimeter to perform a total survey. The Geodimeter
uses known pointsto determain distance angles.

BILLION, from Page 1

equi pment such as armored humvees, body armor and commu-
nications gear.

“Our servicemen and women are carrying out their mis-
sions with skill and honor and they deserve the finest equip-
ment and best weapons we can provide,” he added.

The legislation contains funds to pay service members,
including hazardous duty pay, said Bush. “We'll also cover
all the salaries of National Guard and Reserve troops who
have left jobs and home and families in an hour of national
need,” he pointed out. “The American government will keep
itsresponsibilitiesto all whorisk their livesfor America.”

Thebill also includes $18.6 billion for rebuilding effortsin
Irag. Another $1.2 billionisfor reconstruction in Afghanistan.

“We'll help train and equip the growing number of Iragis
and Afghans who are fighting and dying to defend and secure
their rights,” said the president. “We'll help to upgrade the
hospitals and schools and repair infrastructure and improve
basic services, including water, electricity and sanitation.”

The president called America'sinvestment in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan the “ greatest commitment” since the Marshall Plan.
“By this action we show the generous spirit of our country,
and we serve the interest of our country, because our security
is as stake,” he said. “The Middle East region will either be-
come a place of progress and peace, or it will remain a source
of violence and terror.

“And we're determined to see the triumph of progress and
the triumph of peacein that region,” Bush added. “We will do
all in our power to ensure that freedom finds alasting homein
Afghanistan and Iraqg.”

He said the United States is “engaged in a massive and
difficult undertaking” and likened the situation to that of post
World War II.

“After World War I, we made long-term commitments to
the transformation of Germany and Japan so that those na-
tions would not be sources of war, but our partnersin peace,”
Bush said. “That investment in peace has been repaid many
times over. Now, our generation will show the same persever-
ance and the same vision in the cause for peace.”



Rich Gannon won’t be winning a second straight MVP award this year.

Gannon to have surgery, out for season

ALAMEDA, Cdif.—Rich Gannon, last year’sNFL MV P, will miss
therest of the season and have surgery on atornlabrumin histhrowing
shoulder.

The Oakland Raiders placed the quarterback on injured reserve
Wednesday.

The 37-year-old Gannon attempted to throw Tuesday for the first
time since getting knocked out of Oakland’'s 17-10lossto Kansas City
onOct. 20. Hewasabletoraisehisarmto throw, but couldn’t rleasethe
ball, coach Bill Calahansaid.

Gannon, a 16-year veteran, flew home to Minnesota on Wednes-
day to be examined by the same doctor who performed his shoulder
surgery after his 1993 season with Washington. He missed all of the
1994 season and then was released by the Redskins.

Callahanwouldn’'t go asfar assaying thisisacareer-endinginjury.

“I1t'sextremely tough toloseaplayer of thiscaliber,” said Callahan,
who hadn’t yet told his team. “What he provides this team not only
with his play, but his leadership and preparation, to have the MV P of
theleague missalmost half the seasonisdisappointing. Hefed sbad. If
there’ sanybody who wantsto get back onthefidld, it'sRich Gannon.”

Gannon was hurt in the first half againgt the Chiefs following two
sacks by linebacker Shawn Barber and several other hard hits.

With backup Marques Tuiasosopo aso out for theyear with aknee
injury, Rick Mirer will bethe starter for thelast seven games.

Four bidders look to buy N.J. Nets

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. —Threeinvestment groupswanting to
buy the New Jersey Nets submitted revised bids, and ancother unexpected
bidder reportedly madean offer.

Thebidswerereceived Monday by YankeeNets, the sports conglom-
erae that owns the Nets and New Jersey Devils. None of the four bids
exceeded $300 million, and thehigh and low bidswere separated by about
$30million. Itremainsunclear whenor if aded will bemedewithany of the
bidders.
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Coalition Sports Zone

(Compiled from Sl .com)

Deveoper Charles Kushner and U.S. Sen. Jon Corzine, leaders of the
only group that would keep theteam in New Jersey, bid $250 million, The
Sar-L edger of Newark reported Tuesday, citing unidentified officialswith
knowledge of the offer.

CharlesWang, owner of theNew York Idandersand founder of Com-
puter Asociates, and New York red estate developer Bruce Ratner dso
entered revised bids but detailswere not available.

The New York Times reported Tuesday the new bidder had formerly
expressed interest in buying the Milwaukee Bucks but is not known in
mogt sports cirdles. It dso was not known if the unidentified bidder had
spent timewith Netsmanagement or examined theteam’sfinances.

Pacer’s O’'Neal blames official for loss

INDIANAPOL | S—Jermaine
O'Ned blamedthedfficidsfor the
IndianaPacers losstotheBoston
Cdltics. “Thefoulsthey caledon
meareunbelievable” thelndiana
dtar said efter Boston's 78-76 vic-
tory Tueday night.

The Celtics won on Vin
Bake'sfdlawvay jumperinthelane
with 20 seconds| eft.

O'Ned blagted theofficidsfor
cdling three offensive fouls that
kept him on the bench much of
the second hdlf.

“Dol needto makefiveor ax
moreAll Sar games, winanOlym-
pic gold, continue to make All-
NBA teamsfor meto get somere-
gpectinthepaint?’ heasked. “It's
frugtratingtome.”

O'Ned had adominating first half, scoring 21 points and grabbing
nine reboundsto hel p the Pacerstake a48-34 lead.

But O’ Neal went to the bench with 7:22 to play in the third quarter
after picking up his fourth foul. He managed just four points and two
rebounds in the second half to finish with 25 points and 11 rebounds.

“Theserefsaretaking away my aggressvenessinthepost,” O’ Nedl
sad. “Thereareguysthat areafraidtoguard me. | can't beeffectiveif I'm
not on the court. Any other player would probably get that [respect], but
for somereason, it'snot for me.”

When asked if he had any theories about why hewasn't getting the
cdls, O'Ned said, “I don't know. Maybe this market isn't big enough.
Maybethey don'tlikeme.” After Baker hit hisshot to giveBostona77-
761ead, O’ Ned missed ashort jumper withtimewinding downand Boston's
EricWilliamscorralledthelooseball to sedl thevictory.

Vin Baker hits the game-winning
shot over Jermaine O’ Neal.
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Afghanistan Hot Topics

Afghan soldier opens fire on coalition

By Jonathan Fowler

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) —An Afghan soldier opened fireon a
codlition convoy a a checkpoint southern Afghanistan, killing one
Romanian soldier and wounding another convoy member before es-
caping, asenior Afghan military commander said Wednesday.

The commander, Gen. Said Mohammad, said the attacker was a
veteran Afghan soldier who had acted aone Tuesday while other Af-
ghan sol diersguarding the checkpoint were preparing amed nearby to
break their daily fast during the Ramadan holiday.

Mohammad said Taliban and a Qaeda were not involved in the
attack on the Romanians.

But aTaliban spokesman, Mullah Abdullah Zabulwal, claimed re-
sponsihility for that attack and for a car bomb that exploded near two
United Nations offices in Kandahar, southern Afghanistan, on Tues-
day, wounding two people.

Zabulwal, who spokewith The Associated Pressby telephonefrom
an unidentified location in Afghanistan, would not discuss the soldier
involved in the Romanian assault, saying only that the men who had
carried out both attacks had returned to their hideouts safely.

“We had warned Afghans not to work for Western aid organiza-
tionsor U.N. agenciesbecausethey are pying for America,” Zabulwal
said.

Germany pledges new aid to Afghanistan

(ABC Radio Australia) — Germany has announced it's giving a-
most one and ahdf million US dollarsin aid to help Afghan refugees
and othersin need cope over the coming winter months.

Themoney, whichwill be given to various non-governmenta orga-
nizations, raisesthetota of Germany’scontribution to humanitarianaid
for Afghanistan thisyear to morethan four milliondollars. Thefocusof
the donations are agencies supplying tarpaulins, quilts and blankets.

Border security, demarcation issues

strain Pakistan, Afghanistan relations

(Moice of America) —Border issues are straining ties between Paki-
stan and Afghanistan, sorely testing what would otherwise be close
rel ations between the Muslim nations.

Stretching some 2,500 kilometers [1,500 miles], the Afghan-Paki-
stani frontier isatroubled place these days.

Border security isfirst and foremost on the mind of Afghanistan’s
fledgling transitional government.

Afghanistan’s eastern and southern provinces suffer from an in-
surgency waged by militantsloyal to the country’s former Taiban re-
gime

Talibanfighters, along with militantsfromthea Qaidaterrorist or-
ganization and renegade local militias, stage frequent attacks against

(Compiled by CIJTF-180 Public Affairs)

Afghantargets, including police and aid workers. U.S. troops, deployed
in the area to help combat the insurgency, also regularly come under
attack.

According to Afghan officials, the militants are receiving aid and
refuge on the Pakistani side of the border, crossing over to Afghanistan
to commit attacks, and then fleeing back acrossthe frontier.

Top advisor totheAfghan Interior Ministry, Shahmahmood Miakhd,
saysthe government of Pakistan isnot doing enough to sedl itsborder.

“Terrorist organi zations use the other side of the border for logistic
purposes,” said Mr. Miakhdl. “Our concern is that the government of
Pakistan should do their best to stop these things from their side, and
we a'so do our best too.”

After months of criticism from Afghanistan, the Pakistanisaretry-
ing to prove they are doing their part.

Pakistan’sarmy hasfor thefirst timeinitshistory deployedinlarge
numbersin the country’s semi-autonomoustribal areas.

They have dso staged high-profile operations against suspected
insurgents, including amajor offensive on Oct. 2, whichresultedinthe
deaths of eight alleged a Qaidamembersand the arrest of 18 others.

“I think our pace count might be just
a tad bit off.”

kevin_kilgore@hotmail.com

By Kevin Kilgore
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