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U.S. Marines celebrate 228" blrthday

Sory and photo by Sgt. Johnny A. Thompson
4 PublicAffairsDetachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan—Onacold No-
vember night in Afghanistan more than 500
peoplefilled asmall roomto commemoratethe
birth of “thefew and the proud.”

Celebrating its 228" birthday, Monday the
United States Marine Corps held a Marine
Corps Badll at the North Dining Facility on
BagramAir Base.

“Tonight's ceremony shows our tradition
and customs can be applied anywherewego,”
said Marine Col. Gary Supnick, commanding
officer of Marine forces Afghanistan. “Our
spirit and camaraderie extend beyond the bor-

See B-DAY, Page 3

U.S. Marine Sgt. Maj. Jerome Alford (left) passes Pfc. Logan K. Demere (right) a piece of cake
during a cake cutting ceremony . The passing of the cake symbolizesthe passing of Marine history
and tradition to the next generation.

Service members involved in ‘noble cause’

Story by Jim Garamone
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON-Americansarvicemembersareinvolvedina“ noble
causg’ in protecting the United States from the threet of terrorism, Joint
ChiefsChairmanAir Force Gen. Richard B. Myerssaid Tuesday.

Myers gave round-robin interviewsto the television networks Veter-
ansDay morning shows. Hesaid that terrorists, specifically d Qaeda, have
vowed todo away withtheAmericanway of life. HesaidAmericanservice
membersarea’“ new generation of heroes’ who aretaking thefight tothe
terrorigtsin Iraq, Afghanistan and other areas around the world.

Thefightsin Iragand Afghanistan arecrucia to U.S. nationa security,
the chairman said, and service members fighting this battle understand
that. “Ask any troop ... and they’ll tel you that they understand exactly
what we refightingfor,” hesaid. “ It simportant for thesurviva of our way
of life”

Myers said the military cannot do the job done, and stressed the
importance that Iragis take on more responsibilities. Myers told NBC's
“Today” programthat Iragi security personnel arenow thelargest groupin
thecodlition. Hesaid 131,000 I ragisarenow membersof thepalice, theCivil
Defense Force, the Fadilities Protection Service, the Border Guard or the

new Iragi army. Thisisupfrom 118,000 last week, with most of thegrowth
occurringintheFacilitiesProtection Service.

Invalvingthelragis, thecharman added, isimportant toAmericanson
theinteligencesdeof affars Myerssaid Iragisare stepping forward with
information about wegpons and anti-codition individuas. He said thet on
Nov. 10, infantrymenfromthe2nd Battdlion, 503rd Infantry, 173rd Airborne
Brigade, acting on atip from an Iraqji, found more than 6,000 pieces of
ordnancein acache near Kirkuk. The paratroopers uncovered 5,000 artil-
lery rounds, 1,500 mortar roundsand morethan 500 rockets.

Kirkuk isinthe northern Kurdish part of the country, but Iragisin the
Baethigt Triangle—between Baghdad, Tikrit and Ramadi —al so arecooper-
aing with the codition, Myersnoted. Soldiersfrom the4th Infantry Divi-
sonfound rockets, munitions, mortarsand small armsat cachesinvarious
placesaroundthearea. Thelragiswho arecooperating areworkingtobuild
anew Irag, freefrom theinfluences of Saddam Hussain'sBaethist regime,
Myers sad.

The chairman said that codition leaders — most notably Army Gen.
JohnAbizaid, the U.S. Centra Command chief —havebeen spesking with
theleadersintheBaathig Triangle. “ He smet with theleadersof thearea—
thetribal sheiks and the ather leaders— and talked to them about being
part of the new Irag and not supporting former regime dements” Myers
sad. " Clearly, wetakethefight totheenemy whenitisappropriate; wed so
want to work with these people to get them to buy into the new Irag.”
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World ews (Compiled from CNN.com)
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A U.S. soldier securesthesite of ablast Tuesday
outside a Baghdad courthouse.

Blasts rock Baghdad near
coalition headquarters

BAGHDAD, Irag—U.S military officdidssad
a least two mortar shells or rockets hit Tuesday
night withinthelragi capitd’s* GreenZone” the
center of mogt of the U.S-led Cadition Provi-
sond Authority’s activities

Lt. Cal. George Krivo said there were two
explosonsin the vicinity of a parking lot near
Saddam Hussain'sformer paacein Baghdad that
now serves as the headquarters of the Codlition
Provisond Authority.

Hesad theorigin of theexplosionswasnot
known. “Crater andyssisgoing on a the mo-
ment. There are no reports of casudties. There
arereportsof damageto an unknown number of
vehidesintheparkinglot,” Krivosad.“ Asfar as
| know, these are the only explosions that hap-
pened in the Green Zone tonight.”

Shortly after theexplosions, U.S-led troops
sedled off aschool west of the Green Zone. Wit-
nessesthere told CNN the soldiersfound rocket
launchers a the schooal.

The codition has yet to comment about the
activitiesat theschool, and soldiersthererefused
to discuss details of the operation.

A CNN security adviser e ahotd inBaghdad
saw twodrikesinthezoneand smokerisngfrom
the gtes.

Earlier reportsindicated three or four explo-
dons. Traffic gopeared to be moving normally,
and nearby bridgesover the TigrisRiver areopen.

The blagts were heard hours after the U.S.
Army officerin chargeof coditiongroundforces
inthecountry said thetempo of attacksontroops

hasrisen. Lt. Gen. Ricardo Sanchez toldreporters
that the number of daily engagements between
troops and guerrillas has doubled from the mid-
teensto 30-35 within the past two months.

Iran saysitsnuclear facility at Arak, shown in this
satellite photo, is for peaceful, civilian uses only.

Iran made nuclear material

WASHINGTON-Thelnternationd Atomic
Energy Agency has concluded that Iran has
secretly produced small amounts of nuclear
meaterids, indudinglow-enriched uranium (LEU)
and plutonium that could be used to develop
nuclear wegpons, according to a confidentia
report obtained by CNN.

“Iran has now acknowledged that it has
beendeve oping, for 18 years, auranium centri-
fuge enrichment program, and, for 12 years, a
laser enrichment program. In that context, Iran
has admitted that it produced smal amounts of
L EU using both centrifugeand laser enrichment
processes, and that it had failed toreport alarge
number of conversion, fabrication and irradia-
tionactivitiesinvolving nuclear materid, indud-
ing the separation of small amounts of pluto-
nium.”

Although the report says there is no evi-
dence that the previoudy undeclared nuclear
meateria and ectivitieswererelated to anuclear
wegpons program, it emphasizesthat it is pre-
matureto” concludethat Iran’snuclear program
isexclusvely for peaceful purposes.”

Plutonium can beusedin nuclesr weapons,
but it dso hascivilian usesin generating power
— which Iran says is the sole purpose of its
nuclear activities, The Associated Pressreports.
The United States accuses Iran of pursuing
nuclear weapons and has pressed for the |AEA
to declare Tehran in breach of the nuclear non-
proliferation tresty, according to the AP.

The primary reason cited by the IAEA for
its continued skepticism is“Iran’s past pettern

of concealment.”

Last week, Iran turned over to the U.N.
nuclear agency a document that Tehran said
provided full disclosure onitsnuclear wespons
program. The IAEA Board of Governors had
given Iran until Oct. 31 to clear up questions
about its program that the nuclear watchdog
agency had raised in the past few months.

President Bush placed a wreath at Arlington
National Cemetery on Tuesday.

Bush honors veterans’
sacrifice, signs legislation

WASHINGTON-AsU.S. troopscontinue
to face combat in Irag and Afghanistan, Presi-
dent Bush marked the Veterans Day holiday
Tuesday by telling familiesof thosekilled over-
seasthat thelr sacrificesresult from ajust cause.

“The lossisterrible. It is borne especialy
by thefamiliesleft behind,” Bush said. “Butin
their hurt and in their londliness, | want these
families to know your loved ones served in a
good and just cause. They died in distant lands
to fight terror, to advance freedom and to pro-
tect America. They did not liveto becalled vet-
erans, but thisnationwill never forget their lives
of serviceand dl they did for us”

Bush, whoflew fighter jetsfor the TexasAir
Nationa GuardintheUnited Statesduring part
of the Vietnam War, spokeafter laying awreath
at the Tomb of the Unknownsat Arlington Na
tiond Cemetery.

Bush signed ahill Tuesday to double mili-
tary death benefitsto $12,000; to give hew tax
incentivesfor homeownershipfor military fami-
lies; to expand tax deductions for travel costs
for National Guard and Reserve members; and
to expand the definition of acombat zone, giv-
ing sarvicemembersmoreflexibility infilingand
paying taxes.
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ders of the [United States].”

The ceremony, which had more than six
codition nations, dongwiththe U.SAir Force,
Navy and Army in attendance, began a1730L
with atributeto fallen Marines.

“A candleisbeing lit to signify the eternal
spirit of those gallant men and womenwhoare
not among us this evening because they have
giventheir last full measure of devotionto our
country and Corps,” said the narrator of the
event. “... Therefore we pause for amoment
to reflect upon the honor, fidelity and fighting
spirit of those who have gone before us
proudly bearing the title, United States Ma-
rine.”

Following thetributetothefallen Marines,
Supnick introduced the guest of honor Brig.
Gen. Lloyd J. Austinl 1, Combined Joint Task
Force-180 commander, whom spoke about
strength and valor of the Marine Corps.

Austin said that he had the privilege to
serve with Marinesin ajoint service misson
and noted that the Marines represented the
Corps with the pride and honor that has be-
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come synonymous with its name. Hetold a
story of how late one night during an opera
tion someyoung Marines under hiscommand
awokehim becausethey wanted him, “to come
and take part in their celébration of the Corps
birthday.”

“They were proud of the Corp in which
they serve,” said Augtin noting that he has
had the advantage of knowing and serving
along sidegreat Marines, but nonegreater than
his brother. Austin jokingly said his brother,
though retired, dways reminds and never a-
lowshimtoforget thedogan, “OnceaMarine,
awaysaMarine.”

After Austin’sremarks, Supnick presented
the guest of honor with a token of apprecia-
tion and followed it with the cake-cutting cer-
emony.

Upon cutting the cake, following tradition
Supnick gave Augtin, the guest of honor, the
first pick of cake followed then by the oldest
and youngest Marine present. Theoldest and
youngest Marine present taking part inthe cer-
emony represented the legacy of the Corps
illustrating that no matter what circumstances
Marines encounter the “heartbeat” of the

Corpswill liveonthrough the next generation.

“I've had the chance to go from a private
toasergeant mgjor, so over theyears|’ ve seen
the Marine Corps change lives,” said Marine
Sgt. Mgj. JeromeAlford, the oldest Marine at
the ball. “The Corps indtills pride and honor
into the men and women who bear the name
and it's an honor for me to participate in
tonight’s ceremony.”

After the cake cutting, the color guard re-
tired the colors and dinner was served. The
night’s celebration wascompleted with alittle
dancing, in which, Marines steppedin tuneto
honoring their legacy, but also to paveway for
their future.

“It'sabigthingfor usto celebrateour birth-
day in a war-type environment, because it
shows that even in the face of danger we will
givetributeto themen and women who served
before us,” said Marine Staff Sgt. Ronald
Sharlow, Marine Light Attack Helicopter
Squadron 773. “For usto be havingaMarine
Ball inAfghanistanisamemorablemoment for
our young Marines. It'slikereenlistingin (Iwo
Jima), thisisabigger honor and I’ msurethisis
amoment they’ [l dwaysremember.”

catching the illness.

Top: Sgt. Emily Maass, HHD 1 Battalion, 109" Aviation Regiment gives
a does of the smallpox vaccine to Staff Sgt. R.Z. Montgomery Monday. For
further vaccination dates and times contact the Bagram U.S. Hospital.

Right: Col. Judy Tracy, 452" Combat Support Hospital prepares flu shot
vaccinations Monday for troops getting their dose in to prevent them from

Getting shots in a combat zone...

Photos by Spc. Kelly Hunt
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Senior officials develop plan for

ANA national military academy

For the past month, an internationa team from the United
Statesand Turkey hasbeenin Kabul working with members of
the Afghan Ministry of Defense (MoD) and Generd Staff to
develop a concept plan for a nationd military academy. The
teamincluded senior officersfromtheU.S. Military Academy at
West Point, the Turkish Defense Attaché to Afghanistan, Col.
Tekbas (who hel ped establishamilitary academy in Georgialast
year), aswdl assMg. Gen. JumaNaser, Director of the Education
and Training Department, MoD. The god isto open the new
academy in February 2005, to educate and train officersfor the
AfghanNationa Army (ANA).

TheCodlition'scommitment to hel ptheAfghan government
createan academy for theANA recognizesthe centrd roleof the
ANA as anationd ingtitution, providing security and stability
for the people and the centra government, as embodied in the
new nationa constitution. Thepurposeof theNationa Military
Academy (NMA) of Afghanigtan isto provide the ANA with
professona officers who support and defend the Congtitution
of theldamic Sate of Afghanistan and arefaithful toitsnationa
principles, laws, and regulations.

The new academy will not only train junior officersfor the
ANA, but will aso provide a broad professona education so
that ANA officerswill be capable of leading thearmy in opera
tions from combat to nation-building. The ANA officer corps
will play an important rolein unifying the ethnic groups of Af-
ghanistan; indeed, thearmy will beasymbol of nationd unity for
al Afghans. Therefore, the military academy must dso inspire
itsgraduatesto alifetime of national service, placing loyalty to
the national congtitution above persond, provincia, or ethnic
loydlties.

The team proposed a four-year program of academic and
professona education aswell asmilitary, physical, and leader-
shiptraining for goproximately 300-350 cadetseachyear. Admis-
son standards are expected to be chalenging. Potentia candi-
dates must score high on the standard university admissions
examination, bephysicdly fitand medicaly qudified for service
intheANA, and have strong character and leadership potential.

(Information provided by Soc. Douglas DeMaio, OMC-A.)

Bagram Air Base
MWR presents

“Malibu’s Most Wanted”
15307 at theMWR building:

A senator arranges for his son, arich white
kid who fancies himself black, to be
kidnapped by a couple of black actors
pretending to be murderers to try and shock
him out of his plansto become arapper.

Tomor row’smovie: “Mr. Deeds’

Llocal weather

TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER FORECAST:

Bagram:

Kandahar:

Kabul:

Uzbekistan:

Today Thursday
Rain Rain

H: 68F H: 63F

L: 39F L: 34F
Dusty Dusty

H: 72F H: 70F

L: 43F L:41F
Rain Rain

H: 66F H: 59F

L: 36F L: 32F
Mostly Cloudy Mostly Cloudy
H: 68F H:67F

L: 40F L: 42F

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team
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Duncan and Robinson sharealaugh asthe Spurshonor their legendary center.

Spurs retire Robinson’s No. 50

SAN ANTONIO —Tim Duncan and the San Antonio Spurs honored
David Robinsonwith avictory.

Duncan returned to thelineup to score 16 pointsand grab 10 rebounds
in San Antonio’'s87-78 victory over Utah on Monday night.

“It was grest to get awin on hisnight,” Duncan said.

The NBA champion Spurs retired Robinson’s No. 50 in a postgame
ceremony. Heretired last summer after 14 ssasonswith theteam.

“Thisisamoment you dwaysdream of but never think will come,” he
said during the ceremony. “ 1t'soverwhelming. It' sawesome.”

Robinson, 38, was credited early in his career with keeping the fran-
chisein San Antonio. He helped the Spurswin their second NBA titlelast
seasoninhisfind game. “ Thisismy find farewdl,” hesaid, beaming. “ This
has been awonderful journey.”

When the black shroud waslifted from the whitejersey, the sanding-
ovation crowd expl oded with cheersand began to chant Robinson’sname.
It was the fourth number retired in the Spurs' 30 years of existence, and
joined JamesSilas No. 13, George Gervin'sNo. 44 and Johnny MooresNo.
00. Monday’sceremony included a15-minutevideo tributethat festured
severd dar-cdiber cameo gppearances. Filmdirector Penny Marshdl, dad
inaSpurshat and No. 50 ersey, mock-sobbed that she’ d nolonger beable
to ogle Robinson’s bulging biceps.

“I'mgoingtomissthosearms” shesaid. “[Spurs reserve] KevinWillis
has good arms, but not like yours, baby.”

Steinbrenner rips writers who left

Matsui off ballots for Rookie of the Year
NEW Y ORK —George Seinbrenner caled thevotingfor AL Rookieof
theYear a“farce” and ripped two basebd | writersfor leaving hisoutfiel der,
Hideki Matsui, off their ballots.
TheNew York Yankessowner cagtigated Bill Bdlou of the Worcester
(Mass) Tdegram & Gazette and Jm Souhan of the Minneapolis Sar
Tribune, who said veteranswho comefrom the Japaneseleaguesshouldn't
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Coalition Sports Zone

(Compiled from Sl .com)

bedigiblefor theaward.

Kansas City shortstop Angdl Berroawontheaward by avote of 88-84
Monday, the closest rookieracein 24 years. Masui and Berroawere both
left off twobdlots. “I firmly believethat agreet injustice hasbeen doneto
Hideki Matsui,” Steinbrenner said in astatement Tuesday, adding thet the
two reporters“made up their own rules”

“Thisyear’svoting farce, where the appropriate qudificationsfor the
awardwereblatantly ignored, clearly demonstratesunfairnesstofirst-year
playersfrom Japan. And that must be stopped,” Steinbrenner said.

Broncos FB Anderson suspended

DENVER - Denver Broncos fullback MikeAnderson has been sus-
pended for four gamesfor violating the NFL's substance abuse policy, the
leegue said Tuesday.

Andersonwill loseabout $317,000 of his$1.35 millionsdary andwon't
bedigibleto return until after Denver’s Dec. 8 game againg Kansas City.
TheNFL did not detail theviolation.

Andersontold The Denver Pogt the positivetest wasfor marijuana, but
that he inhaed nothing more than secondhand smoke. He dso presented
evidencefrom atoxicologist inan gpped totheNFL.

“I'mvery saddened by thedecision madeby theNFL,” Andersontold
thenewspaper. “| know thishasatremendousnegetiveimpact on my team,
my coaches, my family andfans | teed positivefor marijuanauseat alevel
that was so low, it would have been deemed anegetive test by the state of
Colorado.”

Anderson is one of the most popular Broncos, an ex-Marine with a
clean-cut image. But it isunlikdly thisisAnderson’sfirgt postive test for
marijuana: Under NFL policy, asuspensondoesn't comeuntil after at least
one postive test and the player has entered a confidentia drug-testing
program. Anderson’s lawyer,
Harvey Steinberg, said heand his
client will condder legd action
againg theNFL.

“We' relooking at dl possibili-
tiesinthisgtuation, including try-
ing to get the NFL to takeamore
serious look at the impacts of its
policy and how it affects players
who are not involved in any type
of improper drugusage,” Steinberg
toldthePogt. “If thet, ineffect, in-
volves court action, that's some-
thingwe Il examine”

Andersonwastheleague sOf-

fendveRookieof the'Yearin 2000,

whenherushedfor 1,487 yardsand

Anderson has 198 yardsrushingand 15 toumdovvnsaft.er replacing in-
two touchdownsthis season. jured darter OlandisGary.
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Afghanistan Hot Topics

U.S. - led forces kill Afghan rebel

BAGRAM, Afghanistan (Reuters) —U.S. forceskilled onemilitant
in northeastern Afghanistan during an operation against Islamic guer-
rillas they described Tuesday as one of the hardest they have yet
undertaken in the country.

Nearly two years to the day since the Idamic Taliban regime fled
Kabul after intenseU.S. air attacks, U.S. forcesworking with local Af-
ghan militiawere engaged in at least two firefights with rebels since
Operation “Mountain Resolve’ began Friday.

Monday, aU.S.-led patrol exchanged firewith six “ enemy person-
nel” in Marzeh district of Nuristan province, and killed one, a U.S.
military spokesman said, adding that three others escaped.

On the same day and in the same didtrict, two or three suspected
militants opened fire before fleeing the scene when close air support
wascaledinby U.S. soldiers.

The operation aimsto hunt down Idamic militantsin the Nuristan
and Kunar provinces in the northeast of the country.

“1t's one of the most challenging (operations) that we have under-
taken in the two years codlition forces have been here,” spokesman
Colond Rodney Davistold reportersat BagramAir Base, theU.S. head-
quarters just north of Kabul.

“Theobjectives of Mountain Resolve areto destroy and disrupt
anti-coalition forces and deny sanctuary to them by taking control

(Compiled by CIJTF-180 Public Affairs)

effort. Inadditionto donationsunder USAgency for Internationa Devel-
opment programs, USDA hasprovided $28 millioninfood ass stancefor
Afghanistan under its 2003 programs. InAugust, initsfirst government-
to-government grant agreement with Afghanistan, USDA announced
thedonation of $5 million of USsoybean oil whichwill arriveby theend
of theyear. Under the Food for Progress Program, the soybean oil will be
sold localy with the proceeds used to finance a wide range of rura
deve opment projectsthat will hel p srengthen and revitalizethecountry’s
agriculture.

Inannouncing establishment of the Cochran Fellowship Programfor
Afghanistan, Veneman said this successful 20-year-old program will be
used to empower rurd Afghan women. They will learn about business
plans, financia management, farmers' cooperativesand micro-credit pro-
gramsto promotefood security and income-generating smal businesses.

Inher medtingwith President Hamid Karzai, Secretary Venemantalked
about USDA'smany effortsand programs, especially school feeding for
Afghan children. USDA isnow inits second year of supporting anAga
Khan Foundation project in the north of Afghanistan. A donation of $9
millioninUS powdered milk isbeing usedintheregion, inpart, to provide
milk to morethan 20,000 children. A portion of thedonationisalsobeing
used to fund education and agriculture infrastructure development
projects.

of the major weapons caches and terrorist bases.”

The northeast of Afghanistan is where renegade Afghan war-
lord and former PrimeMinister Gulbuddin Hekmatyar isbelieved to
be most active in undermining the central government of President
Hamid Karzai and attacking foreigntroops.

TheU.S. military generally usestheterm “enemy personnel” to
describe Hekmatyar, al Qaeda and remnants of the ousted Taliban,
which has staged something of acomeback —especialy initsformer
strongholds in the south.

DavissaidtheU.S. military would work asmuch aspossiblewith
local people in the Nuristan and Kunar provinces “to extend the
influence of the authority of the central government.”

Afghan officialsblamethe U.S. military for an aerial bombard-
ment of a home in Nuristan province in late October which killed
eight members of the samefamily inArsent village. U.S.-led forces

have yet to accept responsibility.

USDA to donate $5 million in products

(Google) —Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman, in ahigtoric
visit to Afghanistan, today announced that USDA intends to donate
$5millionof U.S. agriculturd commoditiesunder the Food for Progress
Program. Veneman a so announced thefirst Cochran Fellowship Pro-
gramwith Afghanistanto provide short-term, U.S.-based training for
eight Afghan women to study agricultural finance.

Veneman said that food assistance is an important part of that

“Hey, look, we got peace keeping duty
in Detroit.”

kevin_kilgore@hotmail.com By Kevin Kilgore
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