Belgium sleeping bags for Afghan National Army (ANA) 
arrive at Kabul International Airport
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On 30 July 2003, a Belgium donation of 500 sleeping bags and blankets arrived in Kabul for the Afghan National Army (ANA).  Belgium Army Colonel Roels, Chief Engineer for the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF), was on hand to present the first sleeping bag to Lieutenant General (LTG) Azizudin, Chief of Logistics for the ANA.  Col Roels, representing the Belgium Minister of Defense, said his country understood the needs of the newly established ANA, and although Belgium is not a large country, he hoped the gift of 500 sleeping bags would nevertheless benefit the soldiers of the ANA.       
LTG Azizudin expressed his country’s appreciation for the gift to the ANA and said even 500 sleeping bags are important as this donation provides for the needs of nearly a full Kandak (Battalion).  He then thanked Col Roels for Belgium’s continued security support at Kabul International Airport (KIA).  Belgium has had 150 soldiers providing 24 hour security at KIA since February of this year.  By mid-August, a total of 200 Belgium soldiers and one EOD dog, are expected to be supporting International Security Assistance Forces (ISAF) in Afghanistan.  The Belgium contingent is serving for one year in Afghanistan with unit rotations occurring every four months.  LTC David, newly arrived and relieving Col Roels in August, also expressed his wishes for continued ANA success.  As the winter months approach, and with on-going operations, continued international donations such as these sleeping bags can only add to the professionalism of the ANA by properly equipping the soldiers who represent the future of Afghanistan. 
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