Spanish Donation to the Afghan National Army
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On 16 August, 2003, a large donation of sleeping bags and sweaters from Spain was delivered to Afghan National Army (ANA) warehouses for use by ANA soldiers this coming winter.  A presentation ceremony was held two weeks ago when Lieutenant Colonel (LTC) Godoy, Commander of the Spanish Army Contingent and Engineer Battalion, as representative of Spain, presented one sleeping bag and one sweater to Brigadier General (BG) Asifi, Commander of Kabul Military Training Center (KMTC) to symbolize the presentation of 8750 sleeping bags and 19,300 sweaters to the ANA.
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BG Asifi expressed thanks from his country and the ANA.  He said, “the new Afghan Army was created from nothing and it is being improved through generous donations from coalition members such as this needed donation given by Spain.”  The ceremony began with a speech given by LTC Godoy in which he expressed Spain’s desire to contribute to the success of the ANA.  This donation is a part of Spain’s overall support in which it is contributing to the peace and security of Kabul as part of the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) with over 100 service members providing engineer support in reconstruction, explosives disposal, and humanitarian assistance.  LTC Godoy also mentioned the high price Spain paid this past May when 62 Spanish service members died in a plane crash in Turkey on their way home to Spain after completing their tour of duty in Kabul.
After the speech, a formal signing of the Certificates of Donation took place with each representative signing the documents.  The donated items will be stored until distributed to ANA soldiers this fall.
To date, nearly 20 countries have donated equipment and supplies to the ANA.  These donations, over $40M, are indicative of the level of commitment by the coalition to help the ANA establish long-term peace and stability in Afghanistan.
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