








SUBJECT: Appointment as Investigating Officer Into the Facts and Circumstances
Surrounding the Engagement Between U.S. Forces and Pakistan Military
Forces near Salala Checkpoint, Khas Kunar Province, in Afghanistan
Vicinity of the Pakistan border on 25 November 2011 that Resulted in the
Deaths of Pakistan Military Personnel

11. A copy of the investigation will be provided to the GIRoA, the GoP, and
NATO/ISAF consistent with security classifications. Accordingly, ensure that you mark
all documents and enclosures with the lowest possible security classification and include
information, findings and recommendations that could be used to implement corrective
measures and share lessons learned with the respective governments and ISAF. You
should produce an investigation that can, to the greatest extent possible, be released to the
public.

12. This investigation is your primary duty. By this memorandum, you shall receive the
complete support of all USCENTCOM personnel and assets you feel you need to
properly conduct this investigation. All USCENTCOM records and files, however and
wherever stored or otherwise available, shall be made available to you. The Commander,
USFOR-A/ISAF, has also agreed to provide full support and open access to information
for the conduct of this investigation.

13. This appointment authorizes you and your team Priority-1 travel status throughout
the area of operations to conduct the investigation.

14. You will submit your completed report of investigation to me by 23 December 2011.
You may receive an extension of time to complete this investigation from myself, my
Deputy Commander or Chief of Staff. Please document the reason for any delay in your
final report of investigation.
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JAMES N. MATTIS
General, U.S. Marines
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