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Alert sysem
praised inteens
safereturn
LANCASTER, Cdif.—
Lawenforcement officids
Friday credited
Cadlifornia’s “Amber
Alert” for the safe recov-
ery Thursday of twoteen-
age girls 12 hours after
their abduction in Los
Angeles County. Both
teens were reunited with
their families Thursday a
Kern Medica Center in
Bakersfidd and later re-
turned to their homes.
Policeshot andkilled sus-
pect Roy Ratliff, 37, ina
remote desert area 100
miles from their homes.
Ratliff sexudlly assaulted
both girls— aged 16 and
17 — and was only min-
utes away from killing
them, authorities said.

Gunmen attack
jail, free 159
prisoners
PORT-AU-PRINCE,
Haiti— Heavily-armed
gunmengoleatractor and
crashed it through a pro-
vindd jal, freang 159pris:
oners Friday and leaving
the town in chaos, offi-
cids sad. After the jall-
break in Gonaives, revel-
ers st fire to the town
courthouse and city hall.

Published in the interest of those serving in Operation Enduring Freedom
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Mission complete when Afghanistan secured

By Linda D. Kozaryn
Armed Forces Press

Service

WASHINGTON -
Afghanistan is “an un-
tidy place, but it's a lot
tidier thanit used to be,”
said Defense Secretary
Donad Rumsfeld.

Much has been ac-
complished in Afghani-
stan , but the U.S.-led

coalition mission won't
be complete until secu-
rity isrestored at several
levels, Rumsfeldtold the
Senate Armed Services
Committee July 31.
There is security of
the leaders who were
elected by theloyayjirga,
because it's important
for that government to
surviveand doitsjob, he
said. There's security in

the major cities and the
ability of humanitarian
workers to provide the
needs of people.
“There'stheproblem
of border security. They
need border guards,” he
continued. “There's the
problem of police. They
need police. There'sthe
task ... of dealing with
the al Qaeda and the
Taliban to see that they

don’t come back and at-
tempt to reassert them-
selves.

“There are also po-
tentially conflicts be-
tween factionswithin the
country,” he added.
“There are also drug
lords and people doing
drug trafficking. There's
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Army Capt. Keith Lemmon, pediatrician, Co. C, 82nd Airborne Division Forward Sup-
port Battalion.

Khandahar medics support local, national civilians

Story & photo by Spc.
Jason B. Baker
49th Public Aftairs
Detachment (Airborne)

KHANDAHAR
AIRFIEL D, Afghanistan
—Onthemorning of July
1, the 3 Battalion, 505"
Parachute Infantry

Regiment’s medical of-
ficer and the task force
surgeon went into the
626" Forward Support
Battalion, 101% Airborne
Division (Air Assault)
aid station, to “meet,
greet and help out with
sick call,” recalled 1% Lt.
Christopher VanWinkle,

Battalion medical officer,
39Bn., 505" PIR.

“Since we were re-
placing them (626" FSB)
we wanted to help out
with sick call and see
what lessons were
learned and start thetran-
sition with them,” Van
Winklesaid.

Themorning quickly
changed for the medical
staff, when they were
notified that four seri-
ously wounded children
were being flown into
Khandahar Airfield.

Two toddlers, and a

See MEDICS, Page 2 .
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7- and 10-year-old re-
ceived severe shrap-
nel wounds and burns
during fighting be-
tween U.S. soldiers
and Taliban or Al
Qaeda forces.

The main task &t that
moment, according to Capt.
Joseph Johnson, Task
Force Panther surgeon,
wasto makesureeveryone
knew their tasks and en-
suretherewereenoughre-
sources to handle the
amount of patients.

“Trauma assessment
isateam effort,” Johnson
said. “You have several
peopleworkinga thesame
time. It was our first time
working with those guys
and | think we did pretty
well”

The two paratroopers
hdlped thesoldiersof 626"
FSB and 1980" Forward
Surgica Team, resarvigts
from Pennsylvania and
Cdifornia, for 12hoursas
the kids were operated on
and stabilized.

“Thesurgeonsof the
1980" FST wereall over
these kids,” Johnson
said. “They got them
started on the right anti-
biotics and did an awe-
some job. You don't see
nationality when its chil-
dren. Everyone putsforth
alittlemoreeffort; every-
oneturnsit up anotch.”

After thechildrenre-
ceived surgery and were
stabilized, they were
moved to Bagram Air
Basetoreceivefollow-on
care. All four childrenare
currently in good health
and recovering from
theirinjuries.

“It’s a tremendous
relief to know they are

doing well,” Johnson
said. “Everyone put in a
lot of timewiththechil-
dren.”

The situation on
July 1 has been more
of a common scene for
Army medical person-
nel at Khandahar Air-
field. Most of the in-
jured patients there
have been locals or ci-
vilians who work for
non-governmental or-
ganizations.

“I’ve operated on
one U.S. soldier,” said
Army Maj. Gregory
Taggert, a Reserve or-

“T truly believe
most of the civil-
lans we see are
innocent bystand-
ers. The enemy
hides among the
civilians and nses

them as shields.”
— Capt. Joseph

Johnson, Task Force
Panther surgeon

thopedic surgeon from
the 1980™" FST, out of
New Haven, Conn.
“The rest of the pa-
tients were civilians.
I’ ve taken care of maybe
adozenin thesix weeks
I’ve been here.”

The medical facili-
ties at Khandahar Air-
field are not open ac-
cess for the civilian
populace around the
region, because of se-
curity concerns, said
Maj. Jack Hurley, a
physician’s assistant
with the 82" Airborne
Division FSB. The

Army policy isif the pa-
tient isin danger of los-
ing life, limb or eye-
sight, they will be
given medical atten-
tion. Any other civilian
patient will be judged
on a case-by-case ba-
Sis.

“1 truly believe most
of the civilians we see
are innocent bystand-
ers,” Johnson said. “ The
enemy hides among the
civilians and uses them
asashield.”

Not all of thecivilian
patients who medical
personnel have seen in
Khandahar wereinjured
during fighting. Other
patients work at the air-
field and were hurt due
to a work-related acci-
dent. Others, like
MonicaSandri, aUnited
Nations worker from
[taly, saw theArmy med-
ics as her only option
when an out-of-control
sport utility vehicle
struck her and two co-
workers in the city of
Khandahar.

“The U.N. went to
the local doctors,”
Sandri said. “But they
didn’t havethefacilities
totake care of us. Gerber
(one of the coworkers)
needed surgery, so the
U.N. made a request to
the base so we could get
treatment here.

“Thisisthefirst time
I’ve broken something,”
Sandri added. “The care
was excellent. The atti-
tude and competence of
the doctors was very
high. They kept me very
informed and madesurel
understood each step
they were taking. Given
thesituation, | don’t think
| could havereceived bet-
ter treatment. If you guys

Photo by Spc. Jason B. Baker
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Sgt. James Thompson, Ambulance Supervisor, and
1st Lt. Jessica Bowen, registered nurse, Co. C, 82nd
Airborne Division Forward Support Battalion, ad-
minister painkillersto United Nationsworker, Chris
Gerber, Lusanne, Switzerland, after his operation.

weren't hereit could have
been very different.”

The doctors and
medical personnel here
are willing to help any-
one who needs it,
Johnson said. The pa-
tients will be given the
full carean American sol-
dier would be given.

Likedl military mem-
bers serving in the war
on terror, the medical
personnel here are mak-
ing worthwhile sacri-
fices, said Taggert, who
isafather of four.

“I"ll be missing my
son’s baseball season
and my daughter’s
horseback riding and my
2-year-old learning to
potty train,” Taggert

said. “I’'m here just do-
ing my job. They come
inand wework onthem.
I'll take care of anybody.
| want to do whatever |
can to help the cause.
Maybeif they seeweare
here helping them, it will

help changetheir attitude
about us.”
Johnson agreed,

adding that although the
medical personnel may
be handling moreinjured
civilians than U.S. sol-
diers, they still serve a
vitd roleinthe operation.

“If we are going to
win the support of the
people,” Johnson said,
“we are going to haveto
take care of them and
protect them.”
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also crime, normal
crime”

Eventually, Rumsfeld
said, the Afghan gov-
ernment would assume
all theseresponsibilities.
Right now, however, the
transitional government
doesn’'t have the ability
to go after al Qaedaand
Taliban forces without
the cooperation of coa-
lition forces.

The transitional
government, however, is
beginning to have some
capability to start deal-
ing with some security
issues, Rumsfeld said. It
remains to be seen how
fast thecivil sideandthe

new Afghan National
Army cantake over some
responsibilities.

“My goal isto have
the Afghan government
be successful and sys-
tematically, incremen-
tally, begin to develop
the kinds of institutions
of government that they
can take over these re-
sponsibilities,”
Rumsfeldsaid. “ It sadif-
ficult task, but we' ve got
alot of coalition coun-
triestrying to help, and |
think that the work is
under way.”

Expanding the Inter-
national Security Assis-
tance Force would be
“useful,” Rumsfeld said,
but no countries are
stepping forward to do

that.

“We've had a good
deal of difficulty, first of
all, recruiting theoriginal
group of countries to
serveinthelnternational
Security Assistance
Force,” the secretary
said. The British led the
first rotation, and Turkey
now leads the second.
“Turkey leaves at the
end of this year, and
we're going to have to
recruit a new successor
for that.”

The primary U.S.
missionisto go after the
al Qaeda and the
Taliban, he said. An ad-
ditional task ishelping to
support the ISAF with
logistics, intelligence
and communications
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and quick-reaction sup-
port, if necessary. An-
other task is helping to
train the Afghan na-
tional army and raise
money for it.

“And so we feel that
our plate is pretty full,
and it would be an inap-
propriate use of our
forces to use them as
additional International
Security Assistance
Forcetroops,” Rumsfeld
said. “We feel that try-
ing to stop terrorists ...
is our first priority, and
our second priority isto
support the existing
ISAF, and our third pri-
ority isto try to train an
Afghan national army.”

By theend of Decem-
ber, U.S. military officials

expect about 3,000 to
4,000 Afghan national
soldiers will be trained,
U.S. Army Gen. Tommy
Franks told the commit-
tee. The U.S. Central
Command chief said he
expects that number to
be about 8,000 soldiers
by next summer and
13,000 by the end of
2003.

How long U.S. forces
will conduct thetraining
isapolicy decision that
will bemadeinthefuture,
Franks said. “My suspi-
cionisthat wewill begin
to look at approachesto
provide that training
which may giverelief to
our uniformed people
who are conducting that
training now,” he said.

Local weather

TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER REPORT:

Today Sunday
Bagram: Partly cloudy Dusty
H: 99F H: 95F
L: 64F L: 66F
Khandahar:  Dusty Dusty
H: 106F H: 104F
L: 72F L: 77F
Kabul: Partly cloudy Haze
H: 91F H: 93F
L: 59F L: 63F
Uzbekistan:  Partly cloudy Clear
H: 100F H: 102F
L: 69F L: 71F

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team
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TheDay in Sports

(Compiled from ESPN.com)

Bucks get rid of Robinson,
trade him to Atlanta Hawks

ATLANTA —After acquiring Glenn Robinson on Friday, the At-
lanta Hawks are looking forward to having atrio of All-Starsin their
frontcourt next season.

Robinson was traded by the Milwaukee Bucks to Atlanta for for-
wards Toni Kukoc and Leon Smith and a 2003 first-round draft pick.
The Hawks havetwo first-round picks next year, their own and Indiana’s,
and Milwaukee will get the better of the two.

Robinson, 29, part of an underachieving team that missed the play-
offs last season, joins a club that has had a losing record for three
straight seasons and finished 33-49 |ast year.

Robinson, atwo-timeAll-Star, hasan eight-year career average of
21.1 points and 6.2 rebounds.

“He addresses one of our specific weaknesses, which was the
perimeter game,” Hawks general manager Pete Babcock said. “We're
sorry to see Toni Kukoc go, he was an integral part of our rebuilding
process. But we had to give up something to get a player of Glenn
Robinson’scaliber.”

2002 Major League Leaders

Batting Average Wins

1.L.Walker, Cal 361 1. C. <chilling, Ariz 18-3
2. M. Sweeney, KC 355 2.B. Zito, Oak 15-3
3.1. Suzuki, Sea 351 3. R. Johnson, Ariz 14-4
4,B.Bonds, SF A3 3.B.Coalon,Cle/lMont  14-5
5.J. Kent, SF 333 3.D.Lowe, Bost 14-5
Home runs Earned Run Average

1. A. Rodriguez, Tex 35 1.D.Lowe, Bos 2.23
2.S.S0sa, CHC 32 2. P.Martinez, Bos 2.38
3.J. Thome, Cle 31 3. G Maddux, Atl 2.56
3. L. Berkman, Hou 31 4.B. Colon, Cle/Mont  2.62
5. B. Bonds, SF 28 5. E. Dessens, Cin 2.68
Runs Batted In Strikeouts

1.A. Rodriguez, Tex 0
2.L.Berkman, Hou 87
3.J.Giambi,NYY 86
3.N. Garciaparra,Bos 86
5.M. Ordonez, CHW 85

1. C. schilling, Ariz 212
2. R. Johnson, Ariz 200
3.P.Martinez, Bos 178
4 A.Burnett, Fla 156
5.R. Oswalt, Hou 143

2002 Major League standings

American League East

N.Y. Yankees 67-40 .626
Boston 64-44 593
Baltimore 51-55 481
American League Central
Minnesota 67-43  .609
Chicago (AL) 52-58 473
Cleveland 47-60 439
American L eague West
Seattle 67-42 615
Anaheim 64-43  .598
Oakland 62-47  .569
National League East
Atlanta 71-38  .651
N.Y. Mets 55-52 514
Montreal 55-54 505
National League Central
St. Louis 59-47 557
Cincinnati 56-51 523
Houston 55-53  .509
National League West
Arizona 65-43  .602
LosAngeles 60-49 550
San Francisco 59-50 541
Friday
Baltimore 9-8 Toronto
Chicago Cubs 6-4 Colorado

Chicago W. Sox 8-5 Tampa Bay
Montreal 3-1 Houston
Minnesota 2-1 Kansas City
Philadelphia3-1 LosAngeles
Boston 13-0 Texas
Pittsburgh 6-5 San Francisco
NY Yankees 3-0 Anaheim, Top 6th
Milwaukee 1-0 Florida
Detroit 3-1 Oakland, Btm 6th
Seattle 3-1 Cleveland, Btm 6th
Atlanta 11-5 St. Louis
San Diego 3-0 Cincinnati, Top 6th

Today

<. Louis at Atlanta

Arizona at NY Mets
LosAngelesat Philadelphia

Detroit at Oakland

Cleveland at Seattle

Baltimore at Toronto
Colorado at Chicago Cubs

Chicago W. Sox at Tampa Bay

Kansas City at Minnesota

Houston at Montreal
San Francisco at Pittsburgh
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