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Taliban
documentsfound
BAGRAM AIR BASE,
Afghanistan—U.S. Spe-
cid Forcesnear Kandahar
beganthedestructionof a
very large, but unsteble,
cacheof wegponsandam-
munition, said Col. Roger
King, Combined Joint
Task Force — 180. The
cache consisted of 1,400
107mm rockets, 200
mines, 15 recoillessrifles
and assorted small arms
and ammunition. In addi-
tion, U.S forcesdsofound
alarge cache of what ap-
pearsto be Taliban docu-
ments, King said. “The
documents are recogniz-
able,” he said. “The
amount of documents
foundwouldfill atrailer.”
Thedocumentshavebeen
sent to Codition Intelli-
gencefor further study.
In addition, while on
patrol, aU.S. force dis-
covered a Soviet T-55
tank, a Soviet BTR-60
armored personnel car-
rier and a munitions
cache in a cave in the
Zabol Province. “The
tank and the personnel
carrier appeared to have
been used in thelast six
months,” King said. The
munitions cache was
determined to be un-
stable and destroyed.
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Bagram, Afghanistan

Unit provides watchful eye on Bagram

Story & photo by Spc.
Ann Marie Schult
18th Airborne Corps

BAGRAM AIR
BASE, Afghanistan —
When Sgt. Peter Lentz,
Company C, 1% Battal-
ion, 505" Parachute In-
fantry Regiment, heard
that peoplein New York
were thankful for what
he was doing in Af-
ghanistan, herealized it
didn't matter what job
he did for his country,
aslong as he was doing
something.

Soldiers from 1st Battalion, 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment, return to their
tents after a night'sworth of guard duty at Bagram Air Base.

“Everyonewho’sout
here is doing their part,”
Lentz said.

Soldiers from Co. C,
1% Bn., 505" PIR, were
brought to Afghanistan,
fromFort Bragg, N.C., to
perform two functions,

pull guard on the perim-
eter of BagramAir Base,
and perform missions.
While pulling guard
duty is not every
infantryman’sideal mis-
sion, they knew what
they would be doing be-

fore they stepped off the
plane and were glad for
the opportunity to help,
said Staff Sgt. Tim
Gardner.

So far, the company
has gone out on one mis-
sion. They were sup-

posed to clear caves, ac-
cording to Gardner, but
when they arrived, the
company ended up pull-
ing security on the cave
entrances.

See GUARD, Page 3 =

More changes coming to Bagram Air Base

By Staff Sgt. Rhonda M. Lawson
28th Public Aftfairs Detachment

(Editor’s note: Thisis Part Two
of a two-part series on Bagram Air
Base improvements. Friday’s Free-
dom Waich featured the first half of
the series)

BAGRAM AIRBASE, Afghani-
gan — Since the beginning of Op-
eration Enduring Freedom, Bagram
Air Base has continually seen
changes. Abandoned buildingshave
been renovated. Wooden frames
have madethetentssturdier. AMo-

rde, Welfare and Recrestion tent has
been added. The Post Exchange has
expanded.

However, according to Lt. Cal.
George Cone, the Dragon Brigade
deputy commander at Bagram, thisis't
the end of the story. More changesare
st totakeplaceover thenext twoyears.

Conedescribed theprocessasafive-
gep plan congdting of arfied repair,
force protection, service and support,
qudlity of lifeand coditionintegration.

«Quality of Life
Oneof theimmediateneeds, accord-

ing to Cone, was hesting require-
ments.

“Although it is Augugt, and it's
extremely hot, we had to make sure
thet wehad hestersinthetents, inthe
life support areas and in the dining
facility,” hesad.

The ingdlation contracted Lo-
gigtics Capahility, which fals under
Brown and Root. LOGCAP, accord-
ing to Cone, is s to have Wilms
heatershere by theend of the month.
Alongwiththat, ISP, aU.S. contrac-

|
See BAGRAM, Page 2
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Base CSM speaks of quality on life in Bagram

By Command Sgt. Maj.

Clenice F. Brown
Combined Joint Task Force - 180

Good day, BagranAir Bae.

As | look around the base, |
haveahardtimeremembering how
itwasonly afew wesksago. There
have been so many improvements
across Bagram community, and
they continue dally.

Inlessthanfour weeks, wewill
be ableto st in the newly remod-

eled Dragon Thestre, egting pop-
corn, drinking a cold soda and
watching newly released movies.

Construction began over a
month ago and it is now near
completion. As soon as we run
the power line into the building,
the satellite movietheatre will be
ready.

Wehaveordered 150 chairs, as
well asblackout curtains. We have
acommercid popcorn machined-

ready on hand and the popcorn
and ol areontheway.

Beddesthetheatre, wewill o
haveanInternet Caféwith 20 com-
putersand printers. Thiswill alow
thoseresidentsof Bagram, whodo
not have access to compuiters, the
ability tocommunicatewithloved
onesat home.

And if that is not enough, we
will beingtdling at least 10 phone
lines

All of thiswill ultimately be
gtaffed and runby Brownand Root
Contracting. The Internet Café
building will aso house the quar-
ters for the Brown and Root em-
ployees, whowill providevarious
sarvices 24 hours a day, seven
daysaweek.

Weoweabhigthanksto al the
people who have worked o hard
to bring this greet facility and its
sarvices to us.
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tor, will bring ninemegawatts
of dectricity, whichwill pro-
vide power for not only the
hegters but other areasof the
ingallation.

“By Oct. 1, we should
have most of this post
heated,” Cone said.

Before this can happen,
wooden frames and doors
will be placed on dl of the
tents. Mog of the tents in
Dragon City havecompleted
this process, but other
camps, suchasViper City, will
have to be completely re-
done. Thisincludesgrave-
ling the area to suppress
dust.

“When (OEF) first
started, unitswereputting up
tents as fast as they could
get them up,” sad Lt. Cal.
John Gessner, Combined
Joint Task Force- 180fadility
engineer team chief. “Now,
we'rein the second genera
tion.”

Coneaddedthat they are
trying to time the tent re-
building with unit redeploy-
mentsto minimizethe num-
ber of soldierswhowill have
tomove.

He added that smaller

campshaving only asmdl
number of tentswill dso
be consolidated in Viper
City.

The second priority,
Conesad, will beto con-
tract civilianstotakeover
theshower and latrinefa
clities Thisshoulddle-
viatetheproblemof some
soldiers having to take
cold showers.

“They will take over
theexigting shower facili-
ties, but there will be
peoplededicatedtofixing
(problems), andultimately,
addingto (thefedilities),” he
sad.

The final priority for
qudlity of lifeisdready in
theworks. The north din-
ingfecility, located near the
current gym, is set for
completion by the end of
the month, and a new
MWR facility, complete
with amovie house, satel-
litetdevison, Internet café
andmorephonelines, isset
to open at the beginning of
September.

Additionaly, twolarge
maintenance tents, or
clamshells, will be erected
in the next month. These
will housealarger gymna

“When (OEF)
Jirst starfed, wunits
were putting up
fents as fast as
they could ... now,
we’re in the second
generation.”
— Lt.Col. John
Gessner
CJTF-180facility

engineer team chief

sumand anassembly hall
whereeventsand medtings
can be held year-round.
Oncethishappens, thecur-
rent gymwill beturnedinto
a chapel, replacing the
amdler oneinViper City.
Thesouthdining facil-
ity, locatedin Viper City, is
scheduled for renovetion
oncethenorthdining fecil-
ity opens, andisscheduled
to be completed by the
timewinter begins Gessner
sad. Likethenewer fecil-
ity, itwill dsobeenclosed,
reducing the amount of
dust diners currently face
duringmedtimes
“Weregaing to try to

keep two dining facilities
open a the same time,”
Conesad.

Lastly, the Post Ex-
change is set to move
across from Viper City.
Gessner explainedthat the
new storewill belarger, and
will alow them to store
items more eadlly. It will
a0 be eeder for the sol-
diersto get to.

“Thiswill bemoreac-
cessible for the PX,” he
sad.

Gessner said al of
thesefunctionswill berun
by civilian contractors,
whichwill takesomeof the
pressure of the service
membersat Bagram.

“Thiswill freethe sol-
diers to focus on opera-
tions,” he said.

++Codlition Integration

This priority involves
working with the other
countries stationed at
Bagram.

“We try to assist the
other camps as their gov-
ernment requests and
fundsit,” Gessner said.

For example, locals
must enter the indallation

to go to the Spanish hospi-

ta ortoget work throughthe
contracting office, locatedin
Diamond City.

Gessner explained that
the Spanish hospita will be
moved to theareawherethe
current PX islocated. This
will dlowthelocastoill be
treated without having to
comeadl theway on pogt.

Although there are a
number of long range plans
intheworks, Conesadthere
arenoplanstomakeBagram
a permanent ingalation for
the United Stetes.

“Thisbaeisill desg-
nated as atemporary base,”
hesad.

However, Bouttesaid he
feds they are making a big
differenceontheingdlation.

Gessner agreed, adding,
“I enjoy doing this because
it supportsthemissionandit
benefits the soldiers”

“This is an engineer
heaven because there's
plenty of work for usto do,”
he continued. “A couple
advantages we have here is
we have Reserves and Na-
tional Guard. Therestadent
out there because a lot of
peopledothisontheoutside.
They bring dl of these as-
sts here”
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Sgt. Randall Cook
notes that being an in-
fantryman allows for a
vast job description.

“| can do anything,”
said Cook. “Not only am
| capable of shooting an
enemy at 300 meters, but
| am also a good jani-
tor.”

Gardner said the in-
fantry-men’s job de-
pends on the com-
mander and the mission.

“Every commander
isdifferent and wantsto
do different things,”
said Gardner, in refer-
ence to his feelings on
their latest mission of
securing Bagram.

The soldiers secure

the perimeter by pulling
shifts, where they scan
the perimeter of
Bagram, from wooden
guard shacks perched
atop CONEX boxes,
sometimes precariously
placed on hilltops in
minefields.

Although none of
the bases in theatre
have encountered any
enemy attempting to
breach the perimeter,
the job has its hazards,
said Gardner.

When soldiers are
driven out to their posts
at night, lights on the
vehicles must be turned
off, to accommodate the
airflow on the runway,
and night vision
goggles are used to see

the dirt road, which
looks much like the rest
of theterrain.

NV Gs work fine
when the moon is up
and the sky is clear, but
if thereisno moon or a
nasty dust storm comes
in, visibility can be cut
to almost zero and driv-
ing can be akin to a
guessing game, said
Gardner.

Trying to keep the
tires in the ruts of the
road is very important
because on either side
of the road are mines.

“It's a combination
of drive and stop, drive
and stop, drive and
stop, inorder to find the
way,” said Gardner.

Hisjobitisto patrol

the guard shacks to en-
sure soldiers have water,
batteriesfor their radios
and to make sure every-
thing is alright in their
sector.

Thus far, the
company’s biggest ob-
stacle, aside from the
“braille” driving, has
been keeping the locals
from jumping over the
concertinawire to rum-
mage through the rub-
bish, which, according
to Pvt. Justin
Verarendse, ismerely an
annoyance when they
make him run to the
fence from his guard
shack.

However, some of
the soldiers enjoy lis-
tening to the local s play
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music during sunset af-
ter their evening
prayers.

Soldiers at two sepa-
rate guard shacks re-
marked how the locals
wanted them to dance.

“They play music
and want me to dance,”
said a soldier in full
battle rattle, who wished
to remain anonymous.

“l danced once
when therelief was|ate.
It was kind of fun and
different,” he said.

The soldiers in Co.
C,1¢Bn., 505" PIR, don’t
complain about pulling
guard, because as L entz
puts it, “when we get
done, it will feel alot bet-
ter than it does right
now.”

Freenom Waren
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FreedomW\atch, an Army newspaper publication, ispro-
duced by the 28th Public Affairs Detachment a Bagram Air

Baseg, Afghanigten.

%  Commander — Capt. Timothy Beninato
s NCOIC— Staff Sgt. RhondaM. Lawson

% CJTF- 180 Command Sergeant Mg or — Com-
mand Sgt. Mg. Steven R. England

% PublicAffairs Officer —

% PublicAffairs Sergeant Mgor — Sgt. Mg . C.J.
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TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER REPORT:
Today Sunday
Bagram: Partly cloudy Haze
H: 95F H: 95F
L: 64F L: 66F
Khandahar:  Dusty Dusty
H: 106F H: 106F
L: 71F L: 66F
Kabul: Haze Haze
H: 91F H: 93F
L: 63F L:61F
Uzbekistan:  Sunny Sunny
H: 101F H: 98F
L: 62F L: 62F
Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team

Visit the CENTCOM Website to see the latest editions of Freedom Watch at
www.centcom.mil/oper ations/CJIT F% 20180/cjtf180.htm

% Editor— Sgt. ReebaCritser
% SportsEditor — Spc. Alfredo Jmenez Jr.
s Joundists— Sgt. JesonAllgood, Soc. Erical eigh Foley,
Pfc. Nathan Akridgeand Pfc. Eleszar Craig.

InaccordancewithAR 360-1, thisArmy newspaper isan
authorized publication for membersof theU.S. military over-
sess. Contentsof Freedom\\atch are not necessarily the offi-
cid view of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, the Depart-
ment of Defense or the Department of the Army.

All submissionsaresubject to editing for sSzeand content
by the 28th Public Affairs Detachment, located in Motel 6,
CJTF- 180, BagramAir Base.

To be added to the daily distribution list, email
reeba.critser @usarmy.mil
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GonviTion SrorTSZONE

TheDay in Sports _ _
(Compiled from ESPN.com) 2002 M a:l or League standi ngs
American League East GB
N.Y. Yankees 79-47 627 =
College football: Badgers bite back Boston 7353 579 6
. . ) Baltimore 63-63  .500 16
A year ago, Fresno State catapulted itself onto the national stage with an American L eague Central GB
early win at Wisconsin. Not this time. The Badgers got a late field goal Minnesota 77-53 502 -
from Mike Allen — histhird of the game — and then held off the Bulldogs' Chicago (AL) 59-69  .461 17
desperation drive for a 23-21 victory on Friday. Anthony Davis, last year’s CIeveIgnd 5572 433 20.5
Big Ten rushing leader, had 36 carries for 184 yards for Wisconsin. g:(?;'%an HEERUP 7851 605 _GB
Sedttle 77-52 597 1
NBA: Center of attention ﬁ;ﬂl?,r;] L eague East ooz S éB
The gooo! news for .the Houston Rocket.s: Ben Wallace did nqt tgrn No. 1 'll\-\/lt!)?\rt]:&elal g%gi 232 -18.5
overall pick Yao Ming into a 7-foot-5-inch pretzel — as he_indicated he Philadelphia 61-65  .484 20
might — in Thursday night’s tuneup for the World Championships. And National League Central GB
although the U.S. routed China 84-54 in a scrimmage, Yao delivered 13 St. Louis 71-54  .568 =
points, 11 rebounds and six blocks and earned praise from the Americans Houston 68-60  .531 4.5
Cincinnati 63-64  .496 9
afterward. National League West GB
Golf: Finishing with fury v L e e as
Robert Allenby has been annoyed with his play, but said he has remained
patient because things change. Do they ever. Allenby enjoyed an eagle and Friday’ SSscores
five birdies in his final seven holes Friday to cap a course-record 63 that Baltimore 11-7 Toronto
gave him a share of the lead at the NEC Invitational. Steve Lowery shot a Pittsburgh 6-3 Milwaukee
65 to share the lead at 10-under. Tiger Woods, meanwhile, had a 70 and is Boston 4-1 Anaheim
six back heading into the weekend. Houston 6-4 Cincinnati
Cleveland 4-2 Sesttle
Oakland 9-1 Detriot
NFL scoreboard: Week 3 Colorado 10-4 N.Y. Mets
Minnesota 14-10 Tennesee San Diego 18-2 Florida
Jacksonville 24-16 Chicago Texas 6-2 N.Y. Yankees
Baltimore 13-12 Philadelphia Arizona3-2 Chicago Cubs
New England 23-3 Carolina Tampa Bay 8-2 Chicago Sox
San Diego 31-10 St. Louis Minnesota 9-2 Kansas City
Montreal 7-2 San Francisco
LosAngeles 4-3 Atlanta
Philadelphia5-4 St. Louis
Collegefootball: Week 1
Colorado State 35-29 Virginia NL AL
Wisconsin 23-21 Fresno State 1. LosAngeles.575 1. Seattle .597
Texas Tech at Ohio State, today 2. San Francisco .556 2. Anaheim .591
New Mexico at N.C. State, today 3. Houston .531 3. Boston .579
Arizona State at Nebraska, today 4. Cincinnati .496 4, Baltimore .500
Florida State at |owa State, today 5. Montreal .496 5. Chicago Sox .461
Arkansas State at Virginia Tech, Sunday 6. Philadel phia.484 6. Texas .444




