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Bagram, Afghanistan

NBC team protects through proactivity

By Pfc. Christina Carde
11™ Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan — When troops consider the type of
threat that is still present in Afghanistan, nuclear, biological and
chemical warfare is perhaps the last thing that comes to mind.
However, just because the threat islow it doesn’t mean it doesn’t
exist.

According to the NBC team here, an NBC threat may not be
present on a conventional scale, but there are still parties in Af-
ghanistan that will use chemical and biological weapons against
U.S. and coalition forcesif obtained.

“Our mission is to advise the commander on all matters con-
cerning chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear warfare that
may be present during operations,” said Mgj. David Cooley, NBC
director, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 10" Mountain
Division (Light Infantry). “We are also responsible for all NBC
matters pertaining to defense measures and force protection.”

K eeping the command informed on NBC threatson baseandin

Accomplishments make transition easy

Story and photo by
Pfc. Terri Rorke
11" Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan — After being
deployed for about seven months, Bagram's
emergency service team is finally going
home.

Intheir timehere, they havean entirelist
of accomplishmentsthat will makethetran-
sition for their replacing unit much easier,
saidAir Force Master Sgt. Gifton Lawrence.
Lawrence is the assistant fire chief for the
455" Expeditionary Operations Group Fire
Department. Hisreplacement, Air ForceMas-
ter Sgt. Dave Wilson, said he appreciates
the effort the team put in while deployed
here.

“It is only going to get better for us,”
said Wilson. “We'll just pick up on what

SeeFIRE, Page 4

combat operationsrequires ateam of NBC professionalsto gather
information.

“We are athree-man team that is responsible for gathering and
providing intelligence data on possible threats and assessing |o-
gistical and combat situationsin the NBC field for unit personnel
and equipment,” said Cooley. “We also assess the coalition pro-
tective posture and direct higher on how best to deal with all
CBRN matters.”

According to Stone, the NBC team’s mission here is different
than most NBC units due to the area of operation.

“We are not equipped with the NBC assets and equipment that
most NBC units have in a deployed environment because any
assessment or decontamination that needs to be done here can be
done by the individual units,” said Cooley.

“For thisreason, we have taken a different approach to pro-
tecting against NBC attacks for this theater of operation,” he
added.

SeeNBC, Page 4

Airman 1% Class Blake Beasley, driver operator for the 455" Expeditionary Operations Group Fire
Department conducts Night Vision Goggletraining Thursday for theteam replacing hisunit. " The
biggest challengewe had going from stateside to a deployed location was having to wear NVGs. You
haveto adjust to that quick," he said.
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WO r I d N eWS (Compiled from CNN.com)

White House defends Bush re-
mark on Iraqi attacks

WASHINGTON — The White House
found itself on the defensive Thursday for
acomment President Bush made aday ear-
lier that some Democrats say amounted to
adarefor militantsto attack U.S. troopsin
Irag.

White House press secretary Ari
Fleischer said Bush wasonly expressing his
faith in the strength and capability of U.S.
forces when, talking about militant attacks,
hedeclared, “Bring ‘emon.”

“The president expressed it, said it, be-
cause he views it as away to express confi-
denceintheforces,” Fleischer told reporters.

Privately, more than one White House
official acknowledged that, at aminimum, the
Bush line was open to misinterpretation.

Democratstook amorecritical view.

U.S. Rep. Richard Gephardt of Missouri
— whoisseeking hisparty’s 2004 presiden-
tial nomination — said the president should
stop with the “phony, macho rhetoric.”

on Thursday hold upasign asking Taylor toleave.

Liberia reports U.S. ultimatum
for Taylor

MONROVIA, Liberia — The United
States has given embattled Liberian Presi-
dent Charles Taylor 48 hours to give up
power and leave the country, according to a
senior Liberian government source.

Although the source told CNN the ulti-

matum came directly from the United States
and was delivered sometime Thursday af-
ternoon, a senior State Department official
in Washington said he was not aware of an
ultimatum for Taylor to step down.

The Liberian government source did not
provide an exact time for when the ultima-
tumwould expire Saturday.

Bush declares 6 terror sus-
pects eligible for trial

WASHINGTON — President Bush
Thursday designated six captives in the
war on terror as eligible to be tried before
U.S. military commissions, the Defense De-
partment said.

“The president determined that thereis
reason to believe that each of these enemy
combatants was a member of al-Qaida or
was otherwise involved in terrorism di-
rected against the United States,” the Pen-
tagon said in a statement.

Senior defense officials, briefing report-
erson condition of anonymity, declined to
discuss many details of the process. They
refused to identify the six individuals by
name or even by nationality, saying no
charges have yet been brought against
them, and said their identities may never
be announced.

Saudis: Key Riyadh suspect dead

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia— A key al-
Qaidafugitive wanted in connection with
the Riyadh suicide bombings has been
killed after being cornered by police, Saudi
officialssaid.

The Saudi Interior Ministry said Turki
Nasser al-Dandani died in a shootout with
police on Thursday after authorities sur-
rounded ahomein northern Saudi Arabia.

According to aministry statement read
on Saudi television, al-Dandani and four
other suspects fired on security forces
with automatic rifles and threw hand gre-
nades at them, Reuters reported.

Extreme weather on the rise
CNN — Anecdotal evidence that the

world’sweather is getting wilder now has

asolid scientific basisin fact following a

dramatic global assessment from the
World Meteorological Organization.

A study released Wednesday by the
WMO — a specialized climate science
agency of the United Nations — says the
world is experiencing record numbers of
extreme weather events, such as droughts
and tornadoes.

Laying the blame firmly at the feet of
global warming, the agency warned that
the number and intensity of extreme
weather events could continue to in-
crease.

3missing in Texas fireworks blast

KILGORE, Texas — An explosion
rocked awarehousefull of fireworksinthis
small Texastown Thursday, destroying the
building with three people inside, authori-
ties said.

Thethreeworkerswere missing Thurs-
day evening, Kilgore Mayor Joe T. Parker
said. At least five people were injured.

“It's pretty bad,” he said. “We've got
houses in the neighborhood damaged,
people out of their houses, and we're still
fighting a fire although we’ve got the ex-
plosives contained, we believe.”

India, Chinaface AIDS catastrophe

SINGAPORE — Indig, Chinaand Cam-
bodiaare ontheverge of an AIDS* catastro-
phe’ as the disease spreads deeper into the
region, an infectious disease expert has
warned.

The situation in the world’s two most
populous countries was like that of Africa
10 years ago which since has been ravaged
by the virus, said Julie Gerberding, the di-
rector of the U.S.-based Centersfor Disease
Control and Prevention.

“In some countries, for example, Cam-
bodia, or in what we believe in China and
India, the public health measures have yet
to take hold and the epidemic readly isin
that phase of scaling up very, very quickly,”
Gerberding told a briefing in Singapore on
Thursday.

“It looks like Africa did a decade or so
ago,” she added, in comments carried by
Reuters news service.
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Redeployment tips Bagram Air Base
to ease transition MWR presents

By Spc. Debralee P. Crankshaw 1530Z at the MWR Building: “25" Hour.”
11" Public Affairs Detachment Cornered by the DEA, Montgomery Brogan
reevaluates hislifein the 24 remaining hours

BAGRAM, Afghanistan — As units prepare to rede- beforefacing aseven-year jail term.
ploy they think about their familiesand their reunion; there
are things they can do before they leave to ensure that Tomorrow’s moviewill be“The Recruit.”
reunion happens as soon as possible.

Accordingto Magj. Tim Widmoyer, transportation officer
for Combined Joint Task Force-180, unitsmay start therede-
ployment process before they have their orders.

“When units are ready to leave they can start the pro-

cess by going to their deployment support team. They’ll
start to collect all the datato get the unit out of here includ-

ing the number of (passengers), cargo, the amount of equip- L O C a I We a t h e r

ment and (the dimensions),” said Widmoyer.

Each unit is given a window for when they will leave TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER FORECAST:
based on size. An individual is given a window of two to

three dayswhile adetachment’ swindow isusually about 10 Today Saturday
days—thelarger the unit, the larger the window.

“A lot of unitsget frustrated because on their first avail- Bagram: Dust Dust
able load date the aircraft doesn’t show up so we ask units H: 102F H: 100F
to be patient. It's very important to stay in the window so L: 70F L: 64F
theunit will leavein their window,” said Widmoyer.

Units should not expect to be on the plane on the day Kandahar: Dust Dust
they are scheduled to leave because due to weather condi- H: 108F H: 104F
tions aircraft cannot always take off with aparticular load. L: 82F L:81F

Itisinthe best interest of large unitsto send equipment
back early on space available aircraft, according to Master Kabul: auSgF E%ZF
Sgt. James Pindell, senior transportation noncommissioned L'. 66F L'. 6AF
officer inchargefor CFTF-180. ’ ’

Servicemembersshould also besure_tq plac_ethei rweap- Uzbekistan:  Partly cloudy Sunny
onsin approved Federal Aviation Administration weapons H: 96F H: 98F
cases. If thisis not done the weapons must be placed in an L: 76F L: 75F

ISU90 and sent back with a courier. Weapons should also

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team

SeeREDEPLOY, Page4
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be“red tagged” to ensurecivilian air knows
what baggage has weapons.

According to Widmoyer, itisalsoimpor-
tant for NCOs to ensure their soldiers are
not bringing back any prohibited itemslisted
on their orders. These items include wood,
controlled substances, war trophies and
switch blade knives. After the customs in-
spection here, units may have another in
Germany or Baltimore. If any forbiddenitems
are found units may be delayed and all of
the unit’s baggage may be searched.

Pindell also suggests units make sure to
have hazardous-material -certified personnel
identified. Hazardous material must beiden-
tified to avoid being delayed. Also, if docu-
ments are lost during shipping before the
equipment is placed on the ship, a
servicemember will need to redo the paper-
work or the equipment will not be shipped.

If soldiers are changing to civilian air-
craft ontheway home, thereareafew things
they need to keep in mind. Widmoyer sug-
gests keeping civilian clothes in an easily
accessible carry-on because soldiers may not
wear their uniform on civilian aircraft.

When changing to civilian aircraft sol-
diers need to keep in mind the size of their
baggage. If baggage is over 70 pounds or
103 inches, soldiers may have to pay an ex-
trafee per bag.

When beginning to outprocess, Staff Sgt.
William Green, strength management NCO
for personnel, CJTF-180, suggests units al-
low aweek to go through the process.

Soldiers need to ensure they have a
statement of service so they may wear their
combat patch and NCOs and officers must
ensure they have their evaluation complete,
according to Green.

Green also encourages soldiersto know
the hours of outprocessing places.

“People can get hung up because of the
hours—know what they are before you go.”

If soldiers have any questions they
should contact their DST, supporting move-
ment control team or transportation.

“We'll get them an answer. It’s better to
answer the question when it comes up than
towait until thelast minute,” said Widmoyer.
“Don’'t assume. If you have aquestion, usu-
ally it's been asked before.”

Upcoming MWR
events
Saturday: Weekend Jam --

R& B, rap, reggae, salsg, etc.
1630Z at the Civic Center

Sunday: 3 pt. shootout contest,
0430Z. Sign up at the Dragon
Palace.

NBC, from Page 1

The NBC team’s strategy to combat
CBRN consists of proactive measures in-
stead of reactive — “find them before they
find us.”

“The information we gather enables us
to assess where possible chemical or bio-
logical agents may be that the enemy has
accessto,” said Cooley. “Our missionwhile
we are here is to locate them and remove
them so they can’t be used against the U.S.,
coalition or anyone else.”

Dueto the fact that Operation Enduring
Freedom has not been known for NBC at-
tacks, some may think NBC professionals
are not needed here. Cooley said thisis not
the case.

“The enemy is still actively pursuing
chemical and biological agentsto harm coa-
litionforceshere,” said Cooley. “ Until they
voluntarily decide to stop, we are here to
stop them.”

FIRE, fromPage 1

they’ve done.”

The EST from Spangdahlem and
Ramstein Air Bases, Germany, wasin ac-
tion from the very first day they arrived
here, said Lawrence. They had an emer-
gency call that an F-16 fighter jet crashed
on the runway. They responded on nu-
merous other occasions, including heli-
copter crashes and many calls of Entry
Check Points on fire. On Christmas day
they responded to a C-130 Hercules
rollover on the runway.

“It wasagood experiencefor them ...
They got to see alot of stuff they were
only trained on,” said Lawrence.

With all the experience the team re-
ceived, now some of thefirefightersare
qualified for higher responsibilities, ac-
cording to Lawrence.

“We got our guys trained one level
above what they arerequired to do,” said
Lawrence.

Now theairmenfirefightersare certi-
fied to be crew chiefs.

The team also made their extended
stay here more comfortable for them-
selves by refurbishing the hangar

they residein.

Theteam took abombed-out, broken,
condemned hangar and built awork cen-
ter with phone lines, electricity and ne-
cessitiesfor their mission.

Thefire department alsoimproved on
other essential entitiesfor the emergency
mission here, according to Lawrence.

“When wegot here, weonly had three
(fire) trucks in service,” said Lawrence.
Now the team is leaving their replace-
ments with seven fire trucks.

The 27-firefighter team’s recent
project was constructing the new fire de-
partment building that should befinished
later thismonth, said Lawrence.

They also created continuity books
and wrote Standard Operations of Proce-
dures manualsfor their replacements.

“These guys are making the tran-
sition as easy as possible,” said Wil-
son.

Becausethefire department isprovid-
ing enough transition time for their re-
placements, Wilson said, “We're hoping
that everyone gains some experience here.
Wewill provide BagramAir Base with the
services we can provide ... this is one
team, onefight.”
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% Happy Fourth of July, Bagram %

President’s July 4"" message

On July 4, 1776, our Founders adopted
the Declaration of Independence, creating a
great Nation and establishing a hopeful vi-
sion of liberty and equality that endures to-
day.

ThisIndependence Day, we expressgrati-
tudefor our many blessingsand we celebrate
the ideals of freedom and opportunity that
our Nation holds dear.

America's strength and prosperity are
testaments to the enduring power of our
founding ideals, among them, that all men
are created equal, and that liberty is God's
gift to humanity, the birthright of every indi-
vidual. TheAmerican creed remains power-
ful today because it represents the univer-
sal hopeof al mankind.

On the Fourth of July, we are grateful
for the blessings that freedom represents
and for the opportunitiesit affords. We are
thankful for the love of our family and
friends and for our rights to think, speak,
and worship freely. Wearealso humbledin
remembering the many courageous men and

women who have served and sacrificed
throughout our history to preserve, protect,
and expand these liberties. In liberating
oppressed peoples and demonstrating
honor and bravery in battle, the members
of our Armed Forcesreflect the best of our
Nation.

We also recognize the challenges that
Americanow faces. We arewinning thewar
against enemies of freedom, yet more work
remains. We will prevail in this noble mis-
sion. Liberty has the power to turn hatred
into hope.

Americaisaforcefor goodintheworld,
and the compassionate spirit of Americare-
mainsaliving faith. Drawing onthe courage
of our Founding Fathers and the resolve of
our citizens, wewillingly embrace the chal-
lenges before us.

Laurajoinsmein sending our best wishes
for a safe and joyous Independence Day.
May God bless you, and may God continue
to blessAmerica.

GEORGEW.BUSH

Photo by Marine Cpl. Denyele D. Spillane

Unwavering support...

Sophie Willette, 2, shows her patriotism
and excitement for the Albany Marine
Band during the concert held at Overman
Park in Cedar Falls, |owa, June 28. Ev-
ery year Cedar Falls, lowa, holds the
Sturgis Falls Celebration to celebrate
music including the Albany Marine
Band from Marine Corps Logistics Base,
Albany, Ga. Events such as this are
planned acrossthe country July 4 to show
support for deployed troops.

Fourth events to highlight nation’s support for troops

By Denise Brown
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — Morethan 4,000 military troopsand Defense
Department civilianswill take part in Independence Day eventsacross
the United States as part of Operation Tribute to Freedom, the DoD
initiative encouraging Americans to thank and support U.S. troops.

These service members and civilians will be supporting more
than 2,000 parades, military bands, color guards, speeches and mili-
tary aircraft flyovers as the nation pauses to celebrate its indepen-
dence and extend its thanks to troops serving worldwide in the war
onterrorism.

“The events extend from July 1 through July 6,” said Brent
Krueger, director for community relationsand public liaison for the
assistant secretary of defense for public affairs.

“We have events happening everywhere. From the smallest town
to the largest city, American citizens around the country will be
thanking and supporting our troops over this patriotic holiday,”
Krueger added.

The week’s events began with a Tuesday White House re- en-
listment ceremony to mark the 30" anniversary of theAll Volunteer

Force. President Bush will re-enlist 30 military personnel at the cer-
emony, while 65 Military Entrance Processing Stations across the
United States will conduct enlistment ceremonies for new service
members.

The “Hometown Heroes” program is sending more than 1,000
troops back to their hometowns to participate in Fourth of July
events. Army Chief Warrant Officer Ronald D. Young Jr., former Iragi
prisoner of war, will be the grand marshal of Atlanta’'s July Fourth
parade. About 200 fellow Operation Iraqgi Freedom veteranswill join
Young.

Senior Defense Department military and civilian personnel will
also be traveling to communities to participate in Fourth of July
events. Peter Verga, principal deputy assistant secretary of defense
for homeland defense, will attend July 4 eventsin McL ean, Va. Navy
Rear Adm. Nancy Brown, Joint Chiefs’ vice director of command,
control and communications, will attend the day’s ceremonies at
Mount Vernon, Va., site of George Washington's home estate.

“Thisisdefinitely the largest outreach effort in recent memory
designed to support the troops,” Krueger said. “The events range
from 20 people to 30,000 people, with some eventseven larger. It's
amazing.”
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Coalition Sports Zone

Willis, Jones sit on NL All-Star fence
ESPN — Andruw Jones is one of the most talented playersin

the majors. He's having another excellent season, with plenty of

statistical reinforcement behind his effort. Preston Wilson has al-

ready drivenin 70 runs.

Yet both arein serious danger of winding up on the cutting room
floor when Dusty Baker makesthefinal call onthe National League
roster for the upcoming All-Star team.

Along with rookie lefty Dontrelle Willis and recently disabled
11-game winner Shawn Chacon, to name just a couple, Jones and
Wilson might not fit on the final 32-man roster, which will be un-

veiled on Sunday.

Saturday’s schedule (AFN Sports)
«+Baseball Tonight (live) 00002
« Tennis: Wimbledon, The
Championships 2003: Men’'s
Semifinals (tape delayed) 01002
+ SportsCenter (live) 0600Z
“USGA: 2003 U.S. Women'’s
Open Championship: Second
Round (tape delayed) 07002

« SportsCenter (tape delayed)
11002

*MLB: Arizona Diamondbacks @
Los Angeles Dodgers (tape
delayed) 12002

«»Baseball Tonight (tape delayed)
14002

«Wire to Wire (tape delayed)
14302

+ SportsCenter (live) 1500Z
«+Baseball Tonight (tape delayed)
16002

<MLB: Boston Red Sox @ NY
Yankees (live) 17002

Sports on local Armed Forces Network TV

Sunday’s schedule (AFN Sports)
< MLS: NY/NJ Metrostars @
D.C. United (tape delayed)
01002

« SportsCenter (live) 0300Z

« Baseball Tonight (live) 0400Z
«» 2003 National Swat Challenge
(tape delayed) 05002

« SportsCenter (live) 0600Z

« USGA: 2003 U.S. Women's
Open Championship: Third
Round (tape delayed) 07002

« Baseball Tonight (tape
delayed) 10002

« SportsCenter (tape delayed)
11002

« MLB: Anaheim Angels @
Oakland Athletics (tape delayed)
12002

« SportsCenter (live) 1500Z

« Baseball Tonight (live) 1630Z
< MLB: Montreal Expos @
Atlanta Braves (live) 17002

(Compiled from ESPN.com)

Like Anaheim manager Mike Scioscia, Baker must react to the
results of the new, three-tiered selection process, which gives play-
ersadirect say inthe naming of 16 NL All-Stars. He'll beinahuge
bind if the players do a poor job.

It will aready be impossible for him to take the best team pos-
sible as he must find a semi-qualified representative of four teams
(Cincinnati, the Mets, Pittsburgh and San Diego) that do not have
anybody with commanding presence.

Baker also must make adjustments because it appears the fan
vote will send Sammy Sosato U.S. Cellular Field despite hisleast
productivefirst half since 1992.

Thevotetotalsreleased Tuesday also showed Atlanta’'s Marcus
Giles ahead of Jeff Kent at second base. That could provide acom-
plication as Giles does not have as compelling of an All-Star case as
Kent or Montreal’s Jose Vidro.

Sisters to meet again in final

WIMBLEDON, England — Swinging so hard she lost an ear-
ring, Serena Williams won her rematch against Justine Henin-
Hardenne and advanced Thursday to the Wimbledon final.

Her opponent will again be older sister Venus, who aggravated
anabdomind straininthethird gamebut still rallied beat Kim Clijsters
4-6,6-3,6-1.

SerenaWilliamswon 6-3, 6-2 to avenge her traumatic lossagainst
Henin-Hardenne in the French Open semifinals four weeks ago.
Fansat Roland Garrosjeered Williamsand cheered her mistakes, but
the Centre Court crowd at Wimbledon had only applause for the
defending champion.

“1"mjust happy to beinthefina of Wimbledon again,” Williams
said. “I've been able to realize at the French that you can’t always
makeit tothefinals. Now that I’ m back, it'sdefinitely exciting.”

TheWilliamssistershave met infour of the past five Grand Slam
finals, including Wimbledon | ast year, with Serenawinning themall.
They’ ve won the past three Wimbledon titles.

With Serenawatching the second semifinal from a Centre Court
seat, her sister won despite a stomach injury that first bothered her
two months ago. Two-time champion Venus grimaced and hunched
over after hitting a servein the third game, and during the ensuing
changeover she took amedical timeout and left the court for treat-
ment.

Former teammates sign one-year deals
DENVER — Paul Kariyaand Teemu Selanne used free agency
to team up again in aquest to win the Stanley Cup.
Theformer Anaheim teammates both took major pay cuts Thurs-

See SPORTS, Page 7
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day in agreeing to contracts with the Colorado Avalanche.

Once linemates on the Mighty Ducks, Kariya and Selanne be-
came business partners on the open market. They joined the Ava-
lanche in apackage deal.

“When we both became free agents, we made ahockey decision,”
Kariya said at a news conference. “We both said, ‘ Forget about the
money, where'sthe placewe want to play? And Col orado jumped out
at both of usimmediately. So we madethingswork monetarily.”

Tiger finally puts it all together

LEMONT, lll. — Here'sone way to quiet all that talk about a
sump.

Tiger Woods tied a course and tournament record with a 9-
under 63 Thursday, taking a one-stroke lead at the 100" Western
Open. It was hislowest round of the year, and his best since he shot
a63inthefinal round of the Disney Golf Classic last October.

And it should be enough to answer al those critics who ques-
tioned his game — not that the doubters ever mattered to Woods.

“’It’s certainly not because of that,” he said when asked if there
was added satisfaction to this round. “It’'s because of the fact that
the things I’ ve been working on came together today.”

Dotson not involved, according to wife
WACO, Texas— The attorney for Carlton Dotson, the former
roommate and teammate of missing Baylor basketball player Patrick
Dennehy, said Thursday that the suspicion swirling about hisclient
and even the idea that Dennehy was shot are based on speculation.
“1 know of no shooting that took place at all,” attorney Grady
Irvin said. “I think there’s only arumor that perhaps Mr. Dennehy
has been shot. They don’t even know if that’'s accurate.”
Dennehy, 21, was last heard from almost three weeks ago. No
charges have been filed in hisdisappearance. Authorities, however,
have described Dotson as a“ person of interest” and, on Thursday,
returned for the second time to a50-acre section of land northeast of
Weaco in their search for Dennehy.
A Department of Public Safety helicopter, equipped with aheat-
thermal imaging device, flew over the property in an attempt to
locate a body.

Deal worth almost $13 million

CLEVELAND — LeBron James has signed yet another multi-
million dollar deal, but thisoneisn’t for anything he'll drink or wear
on hisfeet.

James signed his three-year, $12.96 million rookie contract
Thursday with the Cleveland Cavaliers, who selected the 18-year-
old Akron high school phenom with the No. 1 overall pick in the
NBA draft.

“I"'mthrilled that he signed,”” general manager Jim Paxson said.
“Itwill start hisjourney of being an NBA player, and that isexciting
forus.”

James, who already has signed endorsement deals worth more
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than $100 million and will soon add more to his bulging business
portfolio, will be paid $4.02 million next season.

Junior knocks Kahne off top spot

DAY TONA BEACH, Fla.— DaleEarnhardt Jr. wasas strong as
usual Thursday at Daytona International Speedway, winning the
polefor the Busch Seriesrace.

Earnhardt was the last of 48 cars to qualify and ran a lap at
186.308 mph to bump Kasey Kahne off the pole for Friday night's
Winn-Dixie250.

Kahneranalap at 186.243, and withstood challengesfrom Win-
ston Cup regulars Michael Waltrip and Joe Nemechek — two typi-
cally strong Daytona competitors. But Kahne dropped to second
after Earnhardt’slap.

Lewis wants to know Klitschko’s eye

will be ready

NEW YORK — WBC heavyweight champ Lennox Lewisis
weighing two options for his next fight, but his decision depends
upon the health of Vitali Klitschko'sleft eye, according to the New
York Daily News.

Lewis said he wants Klitschko to have the eye examined by an
independent doctor in the next couple of daysto determine whether
the Ukrainian would beready for arematch on Dec. 6. Klitschko had
the cuts around his eye repaired by a plastic surgeon immediately
after the fight. Last week, the doctor said it would take six months
for Klitschko to be healed enough to take punches.

“1 don't want to go into training for the fight and then find out
that theeyewon't hold up,” Lewissaid to the Daily Newsyesterday
from Manhattan.

“Beagood chap and take a message.”

kevin_kilgore@hotmail.com

Laugh Support

By Kevin Kilgore
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Air Balls
crossword

(Courtesy of QUIZLAND.com)

Across

1. Publisher __-Davis

5. Beggar’sduds

9. Placesto enjoy pints

13. Lovepersonified

14. Baddwinof film

15. ChinasZhou

17. List of choiceson acomputer,
maybe

19. Be skeptical of

20. Nitrogen, for instance

21. High: Prefix

23.Looptrains

24. Economicwarfaretactic

28. Track down

30.Baldasa__ ball

32. Army chutist, briefly

33.__-mo(replay option)

34. Rating units

36. Fedora parts

39. Slaughter in baseball

41. Inventor Howe

43. Pigfood

44, Katmandu'’scountry

46. A natural, at the crapstable

48. Pharmaceutical-approving org.

49. Lovepersonified

51. Went off thetrack

53. Rural road surface

55. Giveanew look to

56. Felix or Garfield

57. Skater’sleap

59.“Uh-uh!”

60. Backup strategy

62. Top draw at aconcert

67. Fend off

68. Introto culture?

69.  Scotialox

70. Campbell of “ Scream”

71. Easy victory

72. Had down pat

Down

1. Microwave, dangily

2.“Editoridly speaking,” incyber-
shorthand

3.Vainfdlow

4. Cost-conscious

5. Seaport of Kent, England

6. Libation served at 9-Across

7. Filmdom’sRowlands

8. Racing shell

9. Human-powered taxi

10. Numero

11. Burl Iveshit

12. Fancy fur

16. Part of TGIF

18.Archof Triumph site

22.Blouseor shirt

24. Buddy of “Barnaby Jones’

25. Winnie-the-Pooh’screator

26. Collection of outtakes, perhaps

27. Somegraduate exams

29. Termind listings. Abbr.

31. Likeprunesandraisins

35. Passbook holder

37. Runway walker

38. Samthedeuth

40.  Leecakes

42.*TheThreePrincesof _”

(farytde)

45. Likeacute puppy, say

47. Twangy, asspeech

50. Driver’slicensedatum

52.“ _,thereforel am”

53. Ancient Greek physician

54.“TheMerry Widow”
composer Franz

56. EMT specialty

58. Toy brick brand

61. Carson City’sstate: Abbr.

63. Tattoo place

64.“Smokingor_ 7’

65. Adam’smadam

66. Like steak tartare

Solutions will be posted in Saturday’s Freedom Watch




