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N. Korea
‘regrets fatal
naval skirmish
SEOUL, SouthKorea—
North Koreahaschanged
itstack over afatd naval
clashlast month, express-
ing “regret” to its penin-
sular neighbor SouthKo-
rea. The message marks
thefirst conciliatory tone
fromPyongyang sincethe
June 29 skirmish, and is
only thethird time North
Korea has expressed re-
morse in recent memory
inalong history of bomb-
ings, assassination at-
tempts and other atacks
on South Korea

L avish opening

party for Games
MANCHESTER, En-
gland— Inalavish open-
ing ceremony, Queen
Elizabeth 11 received the
baton which officially
opened the 17th Com-
monwealth Games in
Manchester, England.
The multi-million pound
opening spectacieforged
together Britain's tradi-
tionsof pompandcircum-
sancewithManchester's
own reputation as

Britain's party capital.

n
See BRIEFS, Page 3

U.S. Troops
to Provide
Security for

Karzai
By Gerry G. Gilmore
American Forces Press

Service

WASHINGTON —
Americantroopswill tem-
porarily provide Afghan
President Hamid Karzai’s
personal security, De-
fense Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld said July 22.

“We certainly look at
it asarelatively short-term
matter. ... Whether it’'s
weeks or months or sev-
eral months, | don’t
know,” Rumsfeld told re-
porters at the Pentagon.
Henoted Karzai asked for

See TROOPS, Page 2 "
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Seeing stars

Lt. Col. James Post, 339th Combat Support Hospital, shows Maj. Gen. Rob-
ert Ostenberg, 63rd Region Support Command commanding general, some
of the high-tech equipment available at Bagram Air Base during his visit
Thursday. See Sunday's edition of Freedom Watch for the full story.

Army changes NCO promotion board sequence

By Joe Burlas
Army News Service

WASHINGTON—In
amove designed to dlow
more time for permanent-
change-of-gtation notifica-
tion and best use advanced
NCOtraining courseseats,
the Army is changing the
datesit traditiondly holds
promotion boards for ser-
geantfirst dassthroughser-
geent mejor.

The Office of the
Deputy Chief Saff, G1, sent
anAll-ArmyAdtivitiesmes-
sage, commonly referredto
as an ALARACT to the

fildonthesubject July 10.

Promoation boards for
fiscal years 2002 and 2003
will be held as normally
scheduled with the date
changes occurring in FY
2004.and 2005. Specificdly,
the sergeant major promo-
tionboardwill meetinJdune
2004, ingtead of October;
the master sergeant board
will conveneinboth Febru-
ary and October 2004 and
meet in October theregfter;
and the sergeant firg class
board will convenein Feb-
ruary 2005, rather than June.

While the first board

date change does not oc-
cur until 2004, the impact
will befdt sooner. The FY
2003 sergeant first class
board will select enough
NCOsto meet the Army’s
sergeant firgt class promo-
tion needs for a 19-month
period ingtead of the nor-
ma needsfor 12months. In
order to trangtion to the
new board dates, therewill
be no sergeant firgt class
promotion board sched-
uled in FY 2004, said Sgt.
Mg. Gerdd Purcell, aper-
sonnel policy integrator
with the Office of the

Deputy Chief of Saff, GL.
“Thiswill be tumultu-
ousfor some, butitisabout
correcting some unfavor-
able situations out there
that have been created by
thetimeframetheresultsof
these boards traditionaly
come out,” Purcell said.
“Thisisabout what isbest
for soldiersandtheArmy.”
What is best for both,
accordingtoArmy Chief of
S Gen. EricK. Shingki,
isreducing turbulencecre-
ated by short-notice PCSs,

|
See BOARDS, Page 2
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Detachment (Airborne)

Brace yourself!

Pfc. Daniel Williams, Battery A, 1st Battalion, 319th
Airborne Field Artillery Regiment, braces himself as
the base plate is settled when Pvt. Josh Carr, Bat. A,
1st Bn., 319th AFAR, firesa 120 mm mortar on Tar nack
Farms, the terrorist camp turned live fire range near
Khandahar Airfield.
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the assistance in the wake of recent assassinations of key
officialsof hisfledgling governmentin Kabul.

U.S. and codlition troops are now busy training the Af-
ghan Nationa Army, which, DoD officidssaid, “isparamount
in providing stability to the country of Afghanistan and pre-
venting there-emergence of terrorism.”

The first battalion of the Afghan's army graduated from
training Tuesday.

Rumsfeldimplied that thetraining could also be employed
to produce a new security force for the Afghan president.

“Thereisaninterest, anactiveinterest, in seeing that people
are trained for that kind of a security role,” Rumsfeld said,
adding that U.S. troops would provide some of that training.

Karzal was chosen president of Afghanistan’stransitional
government June 13 at ameeting of theL oyaJirga, thecountry’s
governmental body.

Gunmenkilled Afghan Vice President Hgji Abdul Qadir July
6 in Kabul. Air Transportation and Tourism Minister Abdul
Rahman was killed at the Kabul airport in February during a
riotinvolvingirateMusimtravelers.
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Purcdl said.

With sergeant magjor promotion
boardshigtorically meetingin October
and acommand sergeant mgjor review
board thefollowing December, theser-
geant mgjor promationlist getsreleased
inmid January. Personndl managersat
the Total Army Personnel Command
then need severd monthsto determine
who goeswhere, often giving Sergeant
Major Academy graduatesa60-day or
less natification of where they arego-
ing after aMay graduation, Purcdll sad.
Likewise, those magter sergeants se-
lected to attend the sergeant major
Academy often get short natification.

Movingthesergeant mgor promo-
tion board to June adlows for sergeant
major academy graduates to receive
their PCSnatificationssix monthsout,
Purcell explained. Likewiseg, itwill give
sectees anine-month notice.

Another unfavorable situation the
board date changes are designed to fix
is low advanced NCO course atten-
dance during the first quarter of each
fiscd year, Purcdl said. With sergeant
first class boards meeting in June and
the sdlection list released in late Au-
gust, PERSCOM hashad littlereection
time to best use exigting firg-quarter
training sedts.

Movingthesergeant first dasspro-
motion board to February will alow
PERSCOM moretimethanthecurrent
system dlowsto morefully use avail-
able ANCOC training seets through-
out theyear, Purcell said.

Havingonelargesergeant fird class
boardinFY 2003andnoneinFY 2004,
does have a drawback to those ap-
proaching aretention control point.

Under apalicy implementedin Oc-
tober 1995, soldierswho arewithin 12
months of their retention control point
are not digible for congderation by a
centralized promotion board. Under that
policy, aninitia andysisshowedalittle
morethan 2,000 staff sergeants—with
a basic active-service date between
Junel, 1985and Jan. 31, 1986—would
have one less promation board con-

dder themwiththere-sequencing of the
boards, Purcdl sad.

“Toovercomethis wewill grant ex-
ceptionsto palicy toalow each of these
soldiersthe opportunity to competefor
promotion during the fisca year 2005
sergeant first classboard,” Purcell said.
“These specid provisons will be an-
nounced in the message announcing
thefiscd year 2005 sergeant first class
board.”

“To get where we need to be, we
haveto go through atrangtion period,”
Purcdl said. “ That'sdwaysdifficult to
accomplish while trying to ensure sol-
diersaretreated equitably and fair. The
only way to re-sequence the boardsis
for one to be delayed and to be pre-
ceded by alarger than normal sdect
objective. We decided to make thisad-
justment with the sergeant first class
board.”

To ensuretheArmy ill sdlectsthe
“best-qudified” for promotion, hesaid,
it will need to expand the zone of con-
SderationfortheFY 2003 sergeant first
class board.

“The sergeant firgt class board is
the best one for this because military
occupdaiond specidty-qudifying jobs
are not as stringent asthose competing
for master sergeant and sergeant ma-
jor,” Purcdl said.

Time-in-graderequirementsfor the
FY 2003 sergeant first class board are
il being determined, but they will a-
lowforthosecondderedtohaveat least
two completed and filed NCO evaua-
tion reports as a staff sergeant.

“ About 2,800 staff sergeantswill be
congdered earlier than they normaly
would have— June2003ingtead of June
2004, and about 8,000will bedd ayed—
February 2005 ingtead of June 2004,”
Purcdll sad.

Onekey point toremember, Purcell
sad, isthat thetotal number of soldiers
that will bepromoted during thistrans-
tionwill not beany lessthanif theboards
were not re-sequenced. Some soldiers
will becondderedalittleearlierandsome
alittle later, he continued, but the end
result truly benefitssoldiers, their fami-
liesandtheArmy.




Hino Sigut

1866
An operation organized by American financier Cyrus West Field
completesthefirst Atlantic cable allowing regular telegraph
communication between the United States and Europe.

1921
In search of atreatment for diabetes, Canadian physiologists
Sir Frederick Banting and Charles Best are the first to
isolate the hormone insulin.

1940
Bugs Bunny makes his film debut in the Warner Brothers cartoon, “A
Wild Hare,” directed by Tex Avery.

1953
The United Nations, North Korea, and China
sign an armistice agreement ending the Korean War and creating
ademilitarized buffer zone between North and South Korea.
South K orea refuses to sign the accord.

1996
On the same day that a bomb explodes in Atlanta's Centennial
Olympic Park, killing one person, Canada’s Donovan Bailey wins the
men’'s 100 meters, setting a new world record of 9.84 seconds.
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Blair: Iraq attack not imminent

L ONDON — British Prime Minister Tony Blair says an
attack on Irag is not imminent but held out little hope for
negotiations about weapons inspectors returning. “We
are al getting a bit ahead of ourselves,” Blair told a news
conference in his Downing Street office on Thursday. “It
is not imminent; we are not at the point of decision yet.
There are many issues to be considered before we are at
the point of decision.”

Two arrested in Philadelphia
kidnapping case

PHILADELPHIA — Acting on atip, police arrested two
men Thursday who are wanted in connection with this
week’s abduction of a 7-year-old Philadelphia girl. James
Burns, 29, and Edward Johnson, 23, are being treated for
injuries following their detention at around 6:30 am. EDT,
according to Philadelphia police Inspector William
Colorful. Receiving information that the two were in
Southwest Philadelphia, detectives and uniformed officers
spotted the suspects on a highway.

Local weather

TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER REPORT:

Today Sunday
Bagram: Partly cloudy Partly cloudy

H: 97F H: 97F

L: 63F L: 68F
Khandahar: Haze Dusty

H: 106F H: 108F

L: 70F L: 70F
Kabul: Partly cloudy Haze

H: 91F H: 91F

L: 61F L: 63F
Uzbekistan:  Clear Clear

H: 104F H: 105F

L: 66F L: 67F

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team

Visit the CENTCOM Website to see the latest editions of Freedom Watch at

www.centcom.mil/oper ations/CJT F% 20180/cjtf180.htm
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authorized publication for membersof theU.S. military over-
seas. Contents of Freedom W\atch are not necessaxily the offi-
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ment of Defense or the Department of the Army.
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by the 28th Public Affairs Detachment, located in Motel 6,
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TheDay in Sports

(Compiled from ESPN.com)

Vaughn singlesin game-winningrun;
Metstie Redsin wild-card race

NEW Y ORK — Mo Vaughnsingledinthewinning runwithtwo outsin the bottom
of theninthinningtogivetheNew York Metsa3-2winover the Cincinnati Redson Friday
night.

After Vaughn sent John Riedling'sfirgt pitch back up the middle, Rey Ordonez ran
home with his hands in the air as the screaming Merengue Night crowd made Shea
Stadiumshake.

Thewin gavethe Metsand the Redsidentical 53-49 recordsasthey chasedtheNL's
wild card pot.

Ordonez led off theninthwithasngle. Finch-hitter Marco Scutaro advanced himwith
asacrificebunt and Roberto Alomar wasintentionally walked.

Timo Perez grounded into afiel der’ schoice— avoiding thedouble play — and Mike
Piazzawaked to load the bases and bring up Vaughn.

Riedling (4-1) had no placeto put VVaughn, who entered the game batting .278 with
runnersin scoring position.

Metsrdiever Mark Guthrie (5-0), who extended hisscord essstreak to 25 1/3innings,
hit Ken Griffey J. inthe batting he met withapitchintheeghth.

Theball struck withan audiblecrack. Trainersrushed ontothefield, helped Griffey to
hisfeet, and he went to first base as fans cheered.

Griffey, who had beenbooed beforeeach of hisat-bats, waslater caughtinarundown
after Guthrie's pickoff throw to end theinning.

Alomar beganthenight with his2,500th career hitinthefirst inning and went 3-for-3,
but the Metsgave up a2-0lead inthe sixthinning.

L eaf endshorrific career, retiresfrom NFL

CHENEY, Wash. — When Ryan Legf didn't show up for the Seettle Seshawks
quarterbacks meeting, Trent Dilfer figured something must bewrong.

Asthedarter and leader, Dilfer immediately called Lesf inthe scenic town of Coeur
d Alene, Idaho, on Thursday night and learned of hisplansto retirefrom the NFL.

Thedecision, confirmed by the Seshawkson Friday, endsacareer that beganin 1998
whenhewastheNo. 2 overdl draft pick and considered oneof the NFL'smost promising
young quarterbacks.

"Heseemsat peacewithit,” Dilfer said. “Thisian't aprofession you should makea
decison on what other people say. ... | was surprised. | thought he had very productive
minicamps and was learning and had turned apagein his career and was building back
up.”

Lesf did not report to camp Thursday, when quarterbacks were due at the team’s
facility at Eagtern Washington University. Hiswife, Niki, told TheAssociated Pressthat
Lesf did not want to talk about the decison.

She declined to discuss his future plans.

Team spokesman Dave Pearson said on Friday thet Lesf —whofizzledin San Diego,
Tampa Bay and Ddlas — told the Seshawks he is quitting.Chargers safety Rodney
Harrison, afrequent critic of Leaf, wasn't surprised.

2002 Major League standings

American League East GB
N.Y. Yankees 63-37 .630 -
Boston 59-42 584 45
Batimore 48-51 485 145
American League Central GB
Minnesota 61-42 592 -
Chicago (AL) 47-56 456 14
Cleveland 44-57 436 16
American League West GB
Sesttle 62-40 .608 -
Anaheim 60-40 .600 1
Oakland 59-43 578 8
National League East GB
Atlanta 66-36  .647 -
N.Y. Mets 53-49 .520 13
Florida 50-52  .490 16
National League Central GB
St. Louis 57-43 570 -
Cincinnati 53-49  .520 5
Houston 51-51 495 7
National League West GB
Arizona 61-41  .598 -
San Francisco 57-45 559 4
LosAngeles 57-45 559 4
Friday's scores
Bdtimore 9-2 Detroit
Detroit 8-5 Cleveland

Montreal 6-5 FHorida, 10inn.
NY Mets 3-2 Cincinnéti
NY Yankees 12-9 Tampa Bay
Philadelphia3-2 Atlanta
Chicago W. Sox 10-2 Kansas City, Btm 7th
Milwaukee 7-3 Colorado, Top 8th
Minnesota 9-5 Toronto, Btm 7th
Houston 4-3 Rittsburgh
Texas 7-4 Oakland, Btm 7th
<. Louis8-4 Chicago Cubs
Seettle 0-0 Anaheim, Btm 3rd
Arizona5-0 San Diego, Btm 2nd
LosAngeles3-0 San Francisco, Btm 1st

Today's schedule
Bdtimore a Boston
Detroit a Cleveland
Horidaa Montred
Cincinnati at NY Mets
NY Yankees a TampaBay
Philadelphiaat Atlanta
Kansas City a ChicagoW. Sox
Colorado a Milwaukee
Toronto a Minnesota
Oakland &t Texas
Pittsburgh at Houston




