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Bagram, Afghanistan:

Vines takes Afghanistan combat lead

Story and photo by
Pvt. 2 Terri Rorke
11™ Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan — After Lt.
Gen. Dan McNeill stepped down as com-
manding general of U.S. and coalition
forceshere Tuesday, Mgj. Gen. John Vines
officially took hisplace.

A transfer of authority and reception
was held here Tuesday morning.

McNeill had a few things to say to
servicemembers after commanding opera-
tions here sincelate May of 2002.

“...I don’t haveto stand before you and
giveyou alot of words to prove the point
that this coalition task force has made a
difference.

“You can see it al around you ... sol-
dierssailors, airmen, Marinesand civilians
of the combined joint task force, thank you
for your loyalty, faithfulness and service
to the cause of freedom. Your countriesare
proud of you,” said McNeill.

Theformer commander didn’t forget to

Maj. Gen. John Vines assumes command of the coalition and U.S. forces here Tuesday from Lt.
Gen. Dan McNeill (center).

See TOA, Page 4

Bagram PX installs 30 new phone lines

By Spc. Debralee P. Crankshaw
11" Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan — By Sunday, servicemembers here
should have another way to contact loved ones.

AT& T andtheArmy and Air Force Exchange Serviceareinstall-
ingcommercial gradecall centerswith 30 phonesfor servicemembers
at the Post Exchange.

Phones are a so being installed in Kandahar and are planned for
Kabul aswell.

The phone centers will be open 24 hours and will allow
servicemembersto call back to the U.S. without operator assistance.

“1 think it is important for troops to understand this is not a

replacement for the (M orale, Welfare and Recreation) call center, but
asupplement to call home,” said Bob Schmidt, regional manager for
Navy marketing in Europe and the Middle East and temporarily for
the Army and Air Force.

To usethe phones, servicemembersmay purchaseanAT& T pre-
paid calling card which isthe preferred method of using the phones,
but servicemembers may also use amajor credit card or call collect.

According to Schmidt, calling collect is the most expensive
method of calling soit isnot recommended except in an emergency.

Schmidt thinks these phones will benefit many people.

“It'sawin-winfor everyone,” said Schmidt. “ For the command it
addresses quality of life issues, for soldiers it adds a method of
calling homethat they can budget for, AAFES benefitsfrom the sale
of their phone cardsand AT& T can bring in more call centers.”
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Derrick Todd Leeiswanted in connection with
five killings in Louisiana.

Suspect in Louisiana serial kill-
ings arrested

ATLANTA, Ga.— Late Tuesday, acting
onatipfromthepublic, Atlantapolicearrested
Derrick Todd Lee, the suspect in five seria
killingsin Louisiana, authoritiessaid.

Members of the Atlanta Police
Department’s Fugitive Squad apprehended
Leeabout 8:45p.m. at atire shop in southwest
Atlanta. He did not resist and was carrying
hisLouisianaidentification.

“Hejust said he was the person,” Atlanta
Police Chief Richard Penningtontold CNN.

Pennington said Lee has been taken to
Atlanta police headquarters and booked. He
is expected to be taken to Fulton County Jail
overnight.

Leewill bebooked onfirst degree murder
and aggravated rape charges, said Pat Englade,
the palice chief of Baton Rouge. Leewill ap-
pear in court in Atlanta on Wednesday morn-
ing for extradition proceedings, he said.

Lee “hasn't said much” to investigators
since his arrest, Pennington said.

“1 know now that we have taken a very
dangerous person who's a serial murder sus-
pect off the streets of Atlanta, and I'm sure
thecitizensof Louisianaare proud aswell that
we' ve taken this very dangerous person off
our streets,” he said.

Minutesbeforethearrest, Pennington said
policehhad received acall from*“aninformant”
who might have spotted L ee. Officerswent to
the location and found a man fitting his de-
scription at the rear of the tire shop.

“Sure enough, he was the person,”
Pennington said.

Mike Richards, asupervisory deputy with

the U.S. Marshals Service, said, “Hewas ac-
tually sitting behind thetire store talking to a
young lady when they arrested him.”

Phone calls must be turned over
to Peterson defense

MODESTO, Cdif.—A Cdiforniajudge
ordered prosecutors to turn over to the de-
fenserecords of 69 phone calls between mur-
der suspect Scott Peterson and hislawyer that
were intercepted by investigators after his
pregnant wife's disappearance.

Judge Al Girolami did not, however, rule
on arequest by California newspapersto re-
lease autopsy reports, the arrest warrant, a
search warrant and the affidavits that accom-
pany them — and he suggested he might im-
pose a gag order on participantsin the case.

Peterson, 30, isawaiting trial ontwo counts
of murder for the deaths of his 27-year-old
wife, Laci, and their unborn child. Prosecutors
have said they will seek the death penalty if
he is convicted. Peterson insists he is inno-
cent.
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A U.S. soldier sits atop a Bradley fighting ve-
hicle in Fallujah on Tuesday after a firefight
left two U.S. soldiers and two attackers dead,
according to U.S. Central Command.

Two U.S. soldiers die in Fallujah
FALLUJAH, Irag—AU.S Army unitwas
attackedinthelraqgi city of Fallujahearly Tues-
day in afirefight that killed two soldiers and
wounded nine, U.S. Central Command said.
A hogtileforce* of unknownsize” fired on
the unit with rocket-propelled grenades and

smal arms, aCentrd Command statement said.

TheU.S. troopsresponded with heavy fire
from Bradley Fighting \Vehiclesand other weap-
ons. Two attackerswerekilled inthefirefight
and six were captured, Centrad Command said.

An Army medevac helicopter was dam-
aged during the Fallujah firefight when aBra-
dley accidentdly ranintoit whiletryingtomove
into aposition to return fire.

Wounded soldierswere evacuated to mili-
tary aid stationsin the area.

Accordingto Central Command, initial re-
portsarethat the attackersfired from amosque
in the city, which is 43 miles (70 kilometers)
west of Baghdad.

Last Wednesday, at least two Iragis were
killedin Fallujah when gunmen opened fireon
a U.S. patrol in the city center with rocket-
propelled grenades and assaullt rifles.

At the end of April and the beginning of
May, 17 civilians were killed and seven sol-
dierswounded inthreedaysof anti-American
protestsin the city.

Separately, aU.S. Army soldier waskilled
and three soldiers were wounded near
Baghdad International Airport Monday
when the vehicle they were riding in was
blown up by an explosive device known as
a “satchel charge” thrown under their
Humvee.

A man who “came up out of aditch
and threw the charge,” said Capt. David
Connolly, an Army spokesman.

Another soldier was killed and one
was wounded Monday when their con-
voy was ambushed early Monday near
Haditha, about 120 miles northwest of
Baghdad, Central Command said.

Meanwhile, Saudi Arabian Foreign
Minister Prince Saud al-Faisal said
Tuesday that his government was con-
cerned that weapons were being
smuggled into the country from Iraq.

Earlier this month, before Riyadh was
struck by suicide bombs at three resi-
dential compounds, Saudi officialsin the
city found alarge cache of weaponsthat
they said was linked to an al-Qaida cell.
Saudi officials have not said if they
know where the cell obtained those
weapons.
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Taking care of their own: MP K-9 evac’d to Germany

Story and photo by
Spc. Travis Edwards
1stCOSCOM PAO

CAMP STRONGHOLD FREEDOM,
Uzbekistan— Military policemen Staff Sgt.
James Coker and Staff Sgt. Bryan Reed, 91%
Military Police Detachment, Camp Strong-
hold Freedom, escorted a special U.S.
servicemember to Germany Friday for medi-
cal treatment.

The servicemember, Berry, afive-year-old
Belgium Malinoispolice dog, wasmedically
evacuated from Camp Stronghold Freedom
after being diagnosed with possible inflam-
matory bowel disease.

“Berry has been vomiting lately and has
avery low protein level in his blood,” said
canine handler Reed. Reed hasbeen Berry's
handler since September 2002.

“We work together everyday. We are
never apart. It’sjust asimportant to meto go
with him to Germany asif afellow MPwas
injured,” said Reed. “I care for his safety
very much and the whole company wants
the best medical treatment possiblefor him.”

Berry istrained asaforce protection dog
and spends most of hisworkday at the main
gate of Camp Stronghold Freedom.

“We use Berry as backup when we
search personnel coming on and off the post.
Heistrained to smell explosive devicesand
attack and apprehend when ordered,” said
Reed. “Hefollowsverbal commandsno mat-

Dog handler Staff Sgt. Bryan Reed (right) leads Berry, amilitary police dog, around a pallet while
waiting to be medically evacuated from Camp Stronghold Freedom, Uzbekistan May 23. Berry

assistsin force protection and explosive detection.

ter what is going on around him.”

Berry has made one discovery since be-
ing deployed to Camp Stronghold Freedom.

Some liquid nitroglycerin used by the
medical task force was detected in a cargo
pallet during arandom inspection. Whilethe
substancewaslegal and legitimateit did prove
that Berry’straining had paid off, said Reed.

“Had the substance been dynamite, an-
other substance with nitroglycerin, wewould

have detected and removed the ordnance
beforeit could be detonated,” said Coker.

Theexplosive-sniffing, force protection
dog is being transfered to Kaiserslautern,
Germany, for medical treatment and recov-
ery. Themilitary detachment isconfident he
will makeafull recovery.

(Editor’s note: Spc. Travis Edwards is
the public affairs NCOIC for the Joint Lo-
gistics Command.)

A mass mass...
Italian Coalition Choir
sings" Hallelujah" to be-
gin the Sunday morning's
Catholicservice. Thel tal-
ian forces normally go to
Sunday morning mass.
Thiswastheyfirg timethey
cametogether tosingasa
choir, according to Capt.
Lawrence Bleboo, chap-
lain. (Photo by Pfc. Chris-
tina Carde)
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thank the Afghan allies either.

“Toour Afghan allies, you will always have my grati-
tude for the hospitality you have shown to the members
of the coalition. | wish you peace, security and prosper-
ity.

“The future of your country isin your hands. Only by
working together will you guarantee your future. Your
friends around the world expect that of you and | know
you won't disappoint them,” said the lieutenant general
returning to his home and family in North Carolina.

Just before he passed the microphone to his succes-
sor, hesaid, “Every day | will think of the members of the
coalition, the people of Afghanistan and all those here
who areworking and indeed sacrificing to rebuild Afghani-
stan and to rid the world of the scourge of terrorism. It has
been my privilege to be part of that noble cause.”

After accepting the new assignment, Vines spoke to
servicemembers.

“Some 25 years ago, as Afghanistan was wracked by
war, the world looked the other way. Your presence here
today represents the commitment not to repeat that mis-
take.”

But in order for Afghanistan to not suffer again, Vines
reminded servicemembers that the task will not be easy.

“Many of usthink of our homes and families many of
thousands of miles away in many countries. But the real -
ity is we are needed here. What we're doing is a noble
enterprise. It is an honor to serve with you,” he said.

Vines has been in Afghanistan for nine monthsand is
due to take over command of the XVIII Airborne Corps,
Fort Bragg, N.C. thissummer, said McNeill.

Working the link
Thelink to the CIJTF-180 videos pulibshed
inyesterday’s Freedom Weatchiscurrently
under construction. Wewill republisnthelink
whenitisfully funtiona.

Bagram Air Base
MWR presents

1530Z at the MWR building: “ The Outlaw
Jose Wales.” A Missouri farmer joinsaCon-
federate guerilla unit and winds up on the
run from the Union soldiers who murdered

hisfamily.

Tomorrow’smoviewill be“Bladell.”
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Local weather

TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER FORECAST:

Today Thursday
Bagram: Scattered t-storms Mostly cloudy
H: 79F H: 79F
L: 52F L: 52F
Kandahar: Dusty Mostly clear
H: 90F H: 90F
L: 64F L: 66F
Kabul: Partly cloudy Mostly cloudy
H: 72F H: 75F
L: 45F L: 45F
Uzbekistan: Partly cloudy Mostly cloudy
H: 90F H: 86F
L:57F L: 55F

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team
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Nick Van Exel, right, had 21 pointsin the crucial road win.

Nowitzki not yet ready to return for Mavs
SANANTONIO — Dirk Nowitzki’ skneewasnot feding any better

Tuesday, keeping him out of Game5 of the Western Conferencefinalsas

theDallasMaverickstried to avoid elimination.

Nowitzki sprained ligamentsin hisleft kneelatein Game 3 and has
not played since. Dallastrailed the San Antonio Spurs 3-1 in the best-of -
seven series entering Tuesday night's game.

Mavs coach Don Nelson said Nowitzki’s condition had regressed.

On Sunday, Nowitzki received treatment right until game timein
hopes of playing. A day later, the knee was till so sore than he decided
to sit rather than stand through his interviews.

“Theinjury is about the same, certainly better than it was immedi-
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Coalition Sports Zone

(Compiled from ESPN.com)

ately after he hurt it on the court,” Mavs team physician Dr. T.O.
Souryal said. “Therisk of re-injury isnever zero, and our decisions
alwaysrevolvearound arisk-reward basis.”

Shawn Bradley (sprained right knee) and Evan Eschmeyer (sore
right knee) also missed Game 5, leaving the Mavs with only nine
playersinuniform.

Nelson was expected to go with the same starting lineup he used
inGame4: Michad Finley, SeveNash, Nick Van Exd, Reef LaFrentz
andWatWilliams.

Souryal said the prognosisfor recovery remainsthe same, mean-
ing therewasstill apossibility Nowitzki could returnfor Game 6 and/
or Game.

“The team dodged a bullet. A few more degrees and he would
have torn hisACL (anterior cruciate ligament) or hisMCL (media
collateral ligament). Then we' d be talking about a different story,”
Souryal said.

Kidd says ankle coming along well
EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. — JasonKidd walked ontothefloor of
theNew Jersey Nets' practicefacility Tuesday without alimp.
Theright ankle Kidd sprained Saturday night latein Game 4 of the
Nets' sweep of the Detrait Pistons was taped, at least above the sock.
While the All-Star point guard wasn't showing off his ankle, Kenyon
Martin described it.
“It'spretty. It'sgorgeous,” the power forward said.
And when the ankle is healthy, it helps Kidd make the Nets one of
the best teamsin basketball.
That'swhy the Netsaretaking every precautionto make

2003 NBA standings

Midwest
(1)SanAntonio
(3)Ddlas

Eagern Conference (4)Minnesota

Atlantic (7)Utah

(2)New Jersey  50-32 Houston

(4Philadelphia 4834

(6)Boston 44-38 Pacific

(8)Orlando 42-40 (2)Sacramento

Washington 37-45 (5)I.A. Lakers
(6)Portland

Central (8)Pheonix

(1)Detroit 50-32 Q' Seatle

(3)Indiana 48-34

(5)New Orleans  47-35

("Milwaukee  42-40

Atlanta 3B47

sureKidd isready when the NBA Finals start next Wednes-

day.
New Jersey haswon 10 straight gamesin reaching the

Wesgtern Conference find round for the second straight year, and every player

thinksthisteam iscapable of winningit all no matter who it
60-22 faces— San Antonio or Dallas.

ez “We understand what it takes to win,” Kidd said. “We

51-31 . .

47.35 learned alesson from the Lakersbeing therethreeyearsina

4339 row. It never fazed them. They just went out there and took
care of business. They were dways businessike. So that's
the way we haveto be.”

59-23 The Netsdon’t expect Kidd to practice until the end of

50-32 theweek.

50-32 “It'sdill alittleswollen,” coach Byron Scott said of Kidd's

438 ankle, adding that trainer Tim Walsh “said it has great

40-42 strength.”

Kidd rode a stationary bike, took treatment in a poal,
lifted weights and was to watch the rest of the team play

See SPORTS, Page6
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five-on-fivein practice, which was closed to the media.

“My ankleisfine,” Kidd insisted. “Asateam, we'll be ready to
play come (next) Wednesday.

The only question that annoyed Kidd concerned his upcoming
free agency and whether winning or losing in thefinal round would
affect his decision.

Johnson, Jordan to meet again in June

CHARLOTTE, N.C.— Bob Johnson plansto talk with Michael
Jordan again June 2 to gauge Jordan’s level of interest in joining
Charlotte’sexpansion NBA franchise.

“Michael isawarethat | am going to be reaching out to him to
do a gut-check, an analysis of where heis,” Johnson said Friday.
“Heknowswhat isavailableto him herein Charlotte.”

Johnson made his debut as owner of a professional franchise
Friday night when the Charlotte Sting opened the WNBA season
against the Washington Mystics. He met with the players in the
locker room before the game, addressed the crowd of 10,000, and
sat courtside with Charlotte Mayor Pat McCrory.

But at halftime, the focus quickly turned to his pursuit of Jor-
dan, alongtime friend of Johnson.

Johnson has spoken to Jordan twice since the Washington

sad, choking back tears as he announced his deci-
son.

“I just think at this stage, with the hedth Stua
tion, that thebest thing isto back off and try tobejust
aregular guy forawhile.”

Tomjanovich, gppearing a a news conference
with longtime friend and generd manager Carrall
Dawson, confirmed news reports about his negotia
tionswith owner LesAlexander totakeanother pos-
tion despite having two years and $12 million remaining on his contract.
ESPN's David Aldridge reported thet while hedth condderationswere a
factor in Tomjanovich's decison to step down, Alexander has been un-
happy for months with the development of some of the team'’s young
players, like Steve Francisand Cuttino Mobley.

Discussions about Tomjanovich's future began before he was diag-
nosed with acancerous tumor on his bladder on March 18 and continued
after the season ended. “ Thisisavery difficult day for the entire Rockets
organization,” Alexander saidinastatement. “1 know thiswasahard deci-
sonfor Rudy, but | respect it. Rudy isagreat championship coach.

Whilel am saddened to seehim movefromthesiddine, | look forward
toworking with himto makethisachampionshipteamagain.”

TomjanovichledtheRocketstotheNBA titlein 1994 and 1995 but the
team hadn’t made the playoffs the past four seasons.

Tomjanovich

Wizards declined to bring him back in afront officerole earlier
this month.

Thetwo talked briefly the day the Wizards and Jordan parted,
and one other time, when Johnson made his sales pitch. Johnson
said last week he could wait until July, or even longer, for Jordan
to decidewhat hewantsto do. But hewill try to determinewhich
way Jordan is leaning when they speak in June.

“He's doing what anybody would do — evaluating what his
best opportunity in the leagueis,” Johnson said. “| understand
that. He needs to decide if he wants to pursue majority owner-
ship somewhere else, part-owner here, whatever he wants to
do.”

Johnson paid $300 million for the rights to Charlotte’s yet-
to-be-named expansion team, which will replace the New Or-
leans Hornets and begin playing in 2004-05.

Johnson wantsto remain majority owner but sell aportion of
theteam to Jordan. He aso iswilling to make Jordan team presi-
dent and give him total control over all basketball decisions.

“I"ve said before that Michael isbest served in any capacity
he wants here,” Johnson said.

Tomjanovich ends 12-year coaching run
HOUSTON — Rudy Tomjanovich stepped down as coach to
take another job with the Houston Rockets on Friday after 12 sea-
sons that included the franchise's only two NBA championships.
Tomjanovich, who had cut his season short for treatment of
bladder cancer, said helooked forward to resuming amore normal
lifestyle. “Just to be one of the peoplein this city, being a soldier

“The next time you commandeer a
vehicle try to get something a little
more tactical.”

instead of agenerd for awhile, | look forwardtothat,” Tomjanovich

kevin_kilgore@hotmail.com By Kevin Kilgore
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