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PSYOPS help units communicate

Story and photo by Sgt. Greg Heath |
4" Public Affairs Detachment

NURISTAN PROVINCE, Afghanistan—
During Operation Mountain Resolve, infan-
trymen operating out of Firebase Catamount
inthe northeastern province of Nuristan, have
been conducting a mgjority of their missions
amid Afghanswho, by and large, haven't seen
codlition soldierssincetheearly stagesof Op-
eration Enduring Freedom, if ever.

Whiletheinfantrymenfocusonfindingand
disrupting Anti Coalition Militants operating
in the area, nearly every mission initiated out
of the fire base included a specia group of
soldierswhosejobistoinform and speak with
the countless local Afghans whose lives may
be affected by these operations.

For soldiers of the Tectical Psychological

with locals
N .

Spc. James Whim, 308th Tactical Psychological Operations Company (center), hands out mine
awareness flyersto children passing through a vehicle checkpoint mission a few kilometers away
from Firebase Catamount. Tactical PSYOPS teams work with the infantrymen operating in the
areato help passon information to Afghan'swho may be affected by Operation Mountain Resolve.

Operations Team (TPT), accomplishment of
their mission relies not on finding the “bad
guys,” but on their ability to speak to and in-
form the population of the codlition’sintent.
AsTPT members, they are the infantry’s
resident experts on Afghan culture when out
on missions, according to Sgt. Leland Crowl,

308" Tactical Psychological Operations Com-
pany, (TPC).

“A lot of times, infantry won't necessarily
understand thelocal’ s point of view; both have
totally different outlooksonlife,” said Crowl.
“It's our job to understand the local popula
tion.”

The TPTs then use the knowledge they
gain from specialized training and reading on
Afghan cultureto help bridge communication
gapswiththelocasand promotethecodition’s
efforts of the rebuilding of Afghanistan.

See PSYOPS, Page 4

Rumsfeld in Azerbaijan; talks include NATO, war on terror

Story by John D. Banusiewicz
American Forces Press Service

BAKU, Azerbaijan — Conveying President Bush's gratitude for
Azerbaijan’shelpinthegloba war onterror, Defense Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld arrived for meetingswith the president and defense minister of
thisformer Soviet republic on thewestern shore of the Caspian Sea.

Rumsfeld met with Defense Minigter Col. Gen. Safar Abiyev upon
arriva, andthetwo defensel eedersthen met with new Azerbaijan President
[lhamAliyev at the Presidentid Apparat here.

“| expressed the gppreciation of the American people and President
Bush for the important support and contributions of this country in the

globa war onterror,” Rumdfdd saidinajoint newsconferencewithAbiyev
after their meeting with the president.

Asmior defenseofficid toldreportersheforethemeeting that Azerbaijan
wasone of thefirg nationsto offer any hepit could provideto the United
Sates after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorigt attacks in America. The country
grantsimportant overflight rightsfor U.S. military aircraft, and dsohassent
contingents of troops to the coditions in Afghanistan and Irag. The de-
fensedfficid cdled Azerbaijan’sforces* highly competent” inther perfor-
mance while serving with Turkish forces in Afghanistan and American
forcesinlrag.

The United States provides about $3 million per year in security sup-
port ass stanceto Azerbaijan. In 2002 and again thisyear, Bush responded

See NATO, Page 4
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Wor’d News (Compiled from CNN.com)
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A videotape showspolice officersstruggling with
Nathaniel Jones.

Coroner rules death a homicide

CINCINNATI —TheHamilton County coro-
ner Wednesday said the violent struggle over
the weekend between 350-pound Nathaniel
Jonesand Cincinnati police officerswastheim-
mediate cause of the man's degth and said his
deathwill beruledahomicide.

Dr. Carl Parrott noted thet Joneswas obese,
had an enlarged heart, and hadingested PCPand
cocaine hours before the incident with police.
Parrott said superficid bruises condgent with
nightstick injurieswere on hisbody.

Parrott said Jones' death being ruled ahomi-
cide doesn't imply hogtile or maign behavior.
The coroner’s office said Tuesday that Jones
had bruises on hislegs but no Sgn of injuriesto
hisinternd organs.

Hesad Jones degth“must beregarded asa
direct andimmediate consequence, inpart, of the
struggle, plushisobesity, heart disease, and drug
intoxication.” He said Jones had severd lethd
health problems when the confrontation hap-
pened. The struggle caused cardiec dysrhyth-
mia, which was the ultimate physca cause of
desth, but he stressed the event precipitating his
desth was the gruggle.

He added, “Absent the struggle, however,
Mr. Jones would not have died & that precise
momentof time”

New video released Tuesday showed Jones
dancing and marching around the White Castle
restaurant and in the parking lot before officers
arrived on the scene.

Later, he fdl down and rolled down ahill.
Restaurant employeescalled thefire department
a 5:45am.toreport hishizarrebehavior.

Thetgpe dso showsancther view of thed-
tercation with police, and Jonesis seen lunging
a one officer, ashe dso is shown on the squad

car videotape.
Jones died a a hospita shortly after police
beat him with meta nightsticksto subduehim.

Bomb explodes outside
Georgia state TV network

(CNN) —A bomb went off Wednesday night
outside the studios of the state tlevision net-
work intheGeorgian capitd Thlig, thelatestina
series of violent incidents following the ouster
last month of the country’s president.

No injuries were reported in the exploson,
whichInterior Minister Georgy Baramidzecdlled
aterrorist act, the independent broadcaster
Rustavi 2 reported.

The blast, which occurred on the tdlevision
dudio’s grounds, followed an exploson Mon-
day outside the offices of the Georgian Labor
Party. And Tuesday, an unidentified attacker fired
two shatsinto the home of an officid of former
Presdent Eduard Shevardnadze's party, For a
New Georgia  Shevardnadze, aformer Soviet
foreign minister, was forced to resign Nov. 23
amid widespread demongrationsagaing parlia
mentary eections the country’s Supreme Court
decidedwerendther freenor fair.

Raids nab 55 Hells Angels

L OSANGEL ES—Fifty-fivemembersand
asociates of the HellsAngels motorcycde gang
were arested in five states Wednesday follow-
ing raids that dso netted dozens of guns and
somedrugs, officidssad.

Specid Agent in Charge Dondd Kincaid of
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives (ATF) sad those arrested face fire-
ams, drug and other charges.

Theraids, theresult of atwo-year investige
tion, took placein Cdifornia, Nevada, Arizona,
Washington and Alaska, and involved federd,
gateandlocd law enforcement agencies, Kincad
sadin agatement.

“Thisjoint operationisjust onesmdl part of
ATF's ongoing, collaborative efforts to reduce
violent crime, particularly as it relates to gang
violenceandfirearms-relaed violent crime,” his
Satement said.

Those arrested were taken into custody for
dlegedviolaionsof narcaticstrafficking, firearms
violations, possessing stolen explosives and
various other crimes, the ATF Satement said.

Authorities confiscated about 50 firearms,

narcoticsand stolen explosivesintheraidsinthe
Western states.

The ATF statement said HellsAngels dates
back tothe 1940sand hasabout 2,500 full-fledged
membersand progpectsworldwide.

“The gang is bdieved to be involved in a
variety of crimind activities, induding themanu-
factureand digtribution of methamphetamine fire-
ams and explosives trafficking, extortion, and
motorcycletheft,” the satement said.

It added that “the Hells Angedls are consid-
eredthelargest and most heavily armed of all the
‘outlaw motorcycdegangs.” “

President Bush with 7-year-old Terrance Martin.

Seven-year-old corrects Bush

WASHINGTON —Young Terrance Martin
could not let President GeorgeW. Bush get away
with migtakenly saying he was just 6 years old
whenhewasredly 7.

It happened in the Roosevelt Room at the
White House on Tuesday when Bush signed
the Adoption Promation Act of 2003, which re-
news tax credits for adoptions and encourages
familiestofind homesfor morethan 500,000 chil-
dreninfogter care.

Before sgning the legidation Bush taked
about the need for more adoptions as he stood
with Chrigtopher and DianaMartinandtheir saven
children, four of them adopted.

Terrance interrupted the president in mid-
speech under theglaringtelevisonlightsto point
out hewas not 6.

“How old areyou?’ Bush asked.

“Seven,” said Terrance.

“OK, saven,” said Bush, asthecrowd chuck-
led. “I'll takeit upwith thefact-checker.”



Officials stand by number of
attackers killed in Samarra

Story by Sgt. 1st Class Doug Sample
American Force Press Service

WASHINGTON-U.S. Centrd Commeand officidsarestand-
ing by theclamthat 54 attackerswerekilledintheNov. 30ambush
a abank in Samarra, despitelragi civilianswho say thenumberis
muchlower.

Duringabriefingfrom Baghdad today Army Brig. Gen. Mark
Kimmitt, deputy director of operations, Combined Joint Task Force
7, told reporterstoday that he has* no reason to daim inaccurate
figures” Kimmitt had reportedthe54 killedinaDec. 1 briefing.

“In fact we gtand by those numbers” Kimmitt said. “Those
numbers were provided by soldiers who were involved in the
engagement, and we see no other evidence to suggest that those
numbersareincorrect,” he said, adding, “1 trust the reports of my
ldiers”

“Thereisno reason to doubt whet the soldierssaw, thereisno
reason to doubt what the soldiers reported,” he emphasized.

Dan Senor, senior gpokesperson for the Codlition Provisona
Authority, added that codition forces go through “greet efforts’
to provide unscrupulous reports after each mission operation.
“They (soldiers) have been forthright and truthful, and will con-
tinueto be0.”

Kimmitt told reportersinsurgents who wanted to “ ged” the
money provoked the Samarraincident. Hesaid an Iragi currency
exchange truck arrived at the town to ddiver new dinar to two
banks. He said the 4th Infantry Divison soldiers only purpose
was to provide security. Currency exchange trucks had been at-
tacked four timesin the past, he noted.

“Thelraqgi currency exchangetruckswereableto performtheir
mission, whichwasto bring new dinarsintothetown andtakeold
dinarsout,” heexplained. “ The peoplewho attacked thosetrucks
wereatacking not only codition soldiers, but were attacking Ira-
gisthat weretrying to provide money for arestored, restabilized,
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Bagram Air

Base

MWR presents

“Analyze That”

1530Z at the MWR building:
Mobster Paul Vitti isreleased into Dr. Ben

Sobol’s care, where only more chaos ensues.

Tomorrow'smovie:
“Bringing down the House”

Local weather

TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER FORECAST:

Today Friday
Bagram: Mostly Cloudy Partly cloudy
H: 57F H: 57F
L: 30F L: 30F
Kandahar: Mostly Cloudy Mostly Cloudy
H: 64F H: 64F
L: 43F L: 43F
Kabul: Mostly Cloudy Partly cloudy
H: 59F H: 59F
L: 32F L: 32F
Uzbekistan:  Mostly Cloudy Mostly Cloudy
H: 52F H: 58F
L: 37F L: 40F

rebuiltIrag.”

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team
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“We're basically a buffer between thelo-
cal Afghans and Soldiers,” said Spc. James
Whim, 308" TPC.

Whileworking with 2 Battdion, 87" In-
fantry Regiment, the most common missions
the TPC soldiers go out on are the vehicle
checkpoint and village cordon and search mis-
sions, and they accomplish their mission
through numerous methods.

While on cordon and search missons, the
TPC team members can broadcast messagesto
the villagers with loudspesakers or a bullhorn,
givingthemamessagefromtheunit commander.

Anexampleof amessagethey may broad-
cast would be to tell people to stay in their
homes during searches, or not to make any
threatening moves, said Whim.

During thevehiclecheck points, whilethe
Afghans step out of their cars the PSYOPS
soldierstry to educate the public of the coali-

NATO, from Page 1

December 4, 2003

tions intent by hand out informationa flyers
on mine awareness, wanted posters offering
rewards for information on ACMs, and aso
the codlition produced Peace newspapersthat
highlightsrebuil ding effortsgoing on through-
out Afghanistan.

“WE'Il run into sections of the country
wherethey haven’t seen soldiersinalongtime,
soWe rejust trying to educatethe public about
what we're doing out here so they don't get
hurt,” said Whim.

Other timesWhim sayshée Il just chat with
thelocasand try to maintain afriendly rapport
withthem.

“One of the most rewarding things about
the job is just talking to the kids (and other
locds) and just asking them about their daily
lives, just chatting,” said Whim.

Their methods have on more than one oc-
casion proven valuable to 10" Mountain
Divison’sCatamountsin getting leadsonille-
gd activity inthearea.

| handed out a wanted flyer a a vehicle
control point once and aguy came over to us
... and he ended up giving usinformation on
(ACMs), saldWhim, who added he' ddso seen
many flyers and wanted posters they’ d given
out hung on the walls of buildings in the sur-
rounding area.

Inthe end, the job of the TPT soldiersdur-
ing their missionwith the Catamountshad boiled
down to one idea — winning the “hearts and
minds’ of thelocd population, Whimexplained.

“Winning the hearts and minds can be
taken two different ways,” hesaid. “I1t'seasier
to change (peopl€e’s) behavior thanitis (their)
atitude ... (hypotheticaly), if someone has
alwayshated Americansand we go and shove
an gun in their face, most of the time they’re
goingtodowhat wetd| themtodo, butthey’re
till going to hate us. But truly winning the
hearts and minds is overcoming that attitude
part and, (as we re doing), trying to persuade
them that what we want to do hereis good.”

Tis the season for unloading...

to Azerbaijan’s cooperation by waiving sanctionsimposed by Section 907 of
the Freedom Support Act. The sanctions had been in place as aresult of an
ongoing territorid digoute between Azerbaijan and Armenia To kegp aneven-
handed gpproach in the dispute, the officia said, the president aso waived
Armenia s sanctions semming from the dispute.

Rumsfeld said the United States would like to see a peaceful, negotiated
Settlement of Azerbaijan’sterritorid disputewith Armenia, but wouldn't com-
ment further, other thanto explainthat such mattersareunder thepurview of the
State Department.

The secretary said today’s meeting with Abiyev continued discussons
they’ d had duringthe Dec. 1-2 NATO defenseminigtersconferencein Brussels,
Belgium. The defense secretary said he and Abiyev discussed Azerbaijan's
participationinNATO'sPartnershipin Peace program, ard ationship Rumsfeld
sad ishdpful both to NATO and to Azerbaijan. The program helps countries
from various nations learn to work aongside NATO forces in situations of
mutud interest.

Discussionsasoincluded the ongoing bilaterd military- to-military coop-
erdion between the two nations, Rumsfeld said, as well as how the United
Satescan hdp Azerbaijan’s navy and maritime forcesimprove security inthe
Caspian Sea. The officid who briefed reporters before the meetings said the
Cagpian Seaislike an uncontrolled country in how it serves as an avenue for
drug trafficking and illegd weapons shipments.

Astowhether the United Statesis considering basing forcesin Azerbaijan,
Rumsfeld said discussions of changes in the U.S. military’s globd posture
continue, and have yet to yield specific proposas.

“What they reflect is a dedire to be postioned not so much for a gatic
defense or deterrent posture, but rather to be arranged in amore flexible and
agile way 50 that we can dedl with the 21g century threats and capabiilities,
rather than the 20th century,” he said.

Photo by Spc. Kelly Hunt

Sgt. Lech Magnuszewski and Sgt. 1st Class Bill Lunsford,
both with 300th AG, unload one of themany palletsthat reached
Bagram Wednesday. Nearly 15 tons of mail was recieved at
Bagram Air Base Wednesday due to the Thanksgiving and
Christmas season rush which the postal team handled with ease.




FIFA OKs World Cup qualifying format
FRANKFURT, Ger- .
many—Theformatfor 2006
World Cupqudifyingthat
givesthe United States a
first-round bye was ap-
proved Wednesday by
soceer’sgoverning body.

TheUnited Stateswill
dart qudifyingonJune12
or 13againg either oneof
the 10firgt-round winners
from the Caribbean, or
againgt Bdize or Nicara
gua— Central American
teamsthat aso havefird-
round byes. The second
game of the home-and-
home, total-goal series
takesplace June 19 or 20.

The proposa was approved Wednesday by the FIFA World Cup
Organizing Committee.

The World Cup qualifying draw will take place Friday. The 12
CONCACAF second-round winnerswill bedividedinto threefour-team
groupsfor the semifinas, with the top two teamsin each group advanc-
ing. Thetopthreeteamsinthefindsquaify for the 32-nation tournamernt,
and the No. 4 team goesto aplayoff againgt the No. 5 team from South
Americaor Asia, or the Oceaniachampion.

Also Wednesday, FIFA announced the schedulefor the 2006 tourna:
ment, which will take placein 12 Germany cities. Thetournament opens
June 9 inthe new stadium under congtruction in Munich, and thefind is
July 9inBerlin'sOlympic Stadium, whichisbeing renovated.

NFL fines White $2,600 for missed call

NEW Y ORK —Reeree TomWhitewesfined $2,600for failingtorestart
the clock at theend of the Seettle-Batimore game, amistake thet contrib-
uted to the Seshawks 44-41 overtimeloss.

Thefinerepresented hdf of White' sgamecheck, supervisor of officids
Mike Pereirasaid Wednesday.

Theentirecrew wasreprimanded for itsperformanceduringtheNov. 23
game, presumably hurtingitschancesto officiaeintheplayoffs. Crewsare
assigned to the postseason based on their regular-season ratings.

“Maybe they didn’t do their part, but we didn't do our part, either,”
Sechawks quarterback Matt Hassalbeck said aday after the game.

Theplay in question occurred with 58 seconds | eft and Sesttle ahead
41-38. The Seehawks ShaunAlexander gained 3yardstotheBdtimore 33,
but head linesman Ed Camp threw a pendty flag because he thought

Landon Donovan helped the U.S. tie South
Korea on the way to the 2002 World Cup
quarterfinals.
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offensvetackle Hoyd Womack lined up asanindigiblerecaver.

The Ravenscdled their find timeout but the clock was stopped any-
way for theofficid sto discussthe pendty. They determined Womack was
eigible let the play dand and gave Batimoreback itsfind timeout.

TheRavenswereready to cdl timeout again, but Whitedid not restart
the dock. As a result, Bdtimore saved its timeout until after the plays,
saving 40 seconds that it used when it got the ball back to tie agameiit
eventudly woninovertime,

“I don't think we have any cause to be pointing fingers anywhere
e” Seehawkslinebacker Chad Brown said a thetime. “ Yegh, the offi-
cidsblew thecal. Andwegave up 41 points.”

Phillies get Milton in trade with Twins
PHILADELPHIA-The
Philadd phiaPhilliesacouired
left-hander Eric Miltonfrom
the Minnesota Twins on
Wednesday for reliever
Carlos Silva and tility in-
fielder Nick Punto.

The Twins also get a
player to be named.

Milton, who won 41
gamesfrom 2000-02, started
just three games last season
after having surgery on his

left knee during pring train-
ing.
A former firg-round pick
of the New York Yankeesin i i
1996, MiltonwasanAll-Star =
in 2001 when he went 15-7 Eric Milton missed most of the 2003 season

after undergoing surgery in March to have

with a 4.32 ERA. He dso torn cartilageremoved from hisleft knee.

pitched ano-hitterin 1999 for
theTwins.

“I'm happy for the opportunity. I'm glad the Phillies wanted me this
badly,” Miltonsaid. “I'mjust going to comethereand try towin.”

The Phillies have been seeking another starter for the top of their
rotation SnceKevinMillwoodfiled for freeagency last month. Philadd phia
wasinterested in Curt Schilling, but the right-hander went to Bostonina
tradewithArizonalast week.

Phillies generd manager Ed Wade dso spoke to representatives for
free agentsAndy Pettitte and Bartolo Colon.

Weade said the team probably will not offer arbitration to Millwood
before Sunday’s midnight deadline, but wouldn't rule out the possibility.
The Phillies had offered Millwood athree-year ded believed to be worth
$30 millionwith aclub option for afourth seeson.
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Afghanistan Hot Topics

Two G.l.s wounded in Afghan attack

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan (MS\BC) —An attacker threw agre-
nade at a U.S. military vehicle in the southern city of Kandahar on
Wednesday, wounding two American soldiers, Afghan police said.

Afghan Security forcesarrested the attacker, believed to beamem-
ber of the ousted Taliban regime, but not before he threw another gre-
nade and wounded alocal police officer, Kandahar deputy police chief
SdimKhansad.

Another police officer told Reuter sthat the attacker was arenegade
Afghan policeman.

“We havearrested the attacker. Hewasamember of our own police
force. Hehad ariflewith himand severa grenades. Wecaught himashe
wastryingtofleetheares, ” thepoliceofficer, Gulaai, said.

The U.S. military hasabase at Kandahar, which wasthe Taliban's
main stronghol d beforeit wasousted from power by aU.S.-ledinvasion
inlate2001.

Khan said that in Wednesday's attack, the lant threw the gre-
nade asthe two soldiers sat in aparked vehiclein abusy square while
three other U.S. soldierswent into ashop nearby.

One U.S. soldier was seriously wounded and the other sustained
minor injuries, hetold The Associated Press.

Traffic police officer Tir Mohammad said he saw a man throw a
grenade at the vehicle. “I heard an explosion. Then | saw one U.S.
soldier on the ground, seriously wounded,” he told The Associated
Press.

“1 saw the American soldier, who had lost aleg, being carried from
hisvehicleto anambulance,” Guladai, told Reuters.

Morethan 11,500 U.S.-led codlition soldiersare hunting down fol -
lowersof the Taliban and itsallies, who in recent months have stepped
up attacks in the country’s south and east.

Afghan warlords hand over weapons

GONDI VOL GA, Afghanistan (AP) —Afghanistan’ stwomain north-
ern warlords handed over dozens of tanks and heavy guns yesterday,
putting aside their personal hogtility and placing ameasure of trust in
the US-backed government of President Hamid Karzai.

The action by Abdul Rashid Dostum and Atta M ohammed, whose
armies have been attacking each other for two years, isasmall triumph
for the fledgling government’s attempts to gain control over the prov-
inces.

At Gondi Volga, aformer Soviet military base about 19 mileseast of
the principal northern city of Mazar-e-Sharif, beaming government offi-
ciasinspected animpressivearsena collected from Mohammed'sfight-
ers.

The weaponry was surrendered to the new Afghan National Army
under a deal between the warlords brokered with the help of British
peacekeepers.

Soldiers posed on some of the dozens of tanks and troop carriers

(Compiled by CIJTF-180 Public Affairs)

parked in adusty field alongside antiaircraft batteries.

General I1shag Noori, leading adel egation from the Ministry of De-
fensein Kabul, said a similar compound west of Mazar-e-Sharif was
filled with heavy artillery and ammunition from Dostum.

“ Everythingiscalm. There have been no negativereactions,” Noori
said. “Thisisvery important for the national army and for security and
peacein thisprovince.”

In October, clashes between the warlords' forces reportedly |eft
dozensof civilians dead.

Karzai then sent Interior Minister Ali Ahmad Jalali and enlisted the
help of British peacekeepers and the United Nations to bring the war-
lordsintoline.

Under the dedl, the warlords agreed that a battalion from the new
national army would guard the surrendered weaponsuntil the Ministry
of Defense decideswhat to do with them.

Eventualy, the Ministry of Defense and its sponsors hope to dis-
armand decommission 100,000 Afghan militiamembersasit createsthe
new army and national police— which so far have only 6,000 forces.
Karzai’s government haslittle control outside the capital. Much of the
country is controlled by warlords, and resurgent Taliban rebels have
stepped up attacks in the south and east in recent months.

Mazar-e-Sharif residents madeit clear they wanted an end to war-
lord power. “We have seen alot of fighting here, and we are fed up,”
said Zulgai, a52-year-old taxi driver who usesonly onename.

Due to ammo shortages, battalion
wants us to use MRE brownies
instead.”

kevin_kilgore@hotmail.com

Laugh Support

By Kevin Kilgore




