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Ghazni PRT continues efforts in Petaw

Story and photos by Spc. Kelly Hunt
4" Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan — Troops from
the Ghazni Provincia Reconstruction Team
continued to make their good intentions
known asthey ventured to Petaw Village Dec.
15 to discuss security issues in the area and
to be updated on the villagers' concerns.

“Today's mission wasto go back to Petaw
Village, talk to the villagers and to follow up
onthewell project,” said Lt. Col. Mark Schnur,
Ghazni PRT commander.

The well project that had been approved
for the areawas one of the mgjor reasonsfor
the visit, he said. The area had been greatly
affected by thelack of water, which isevident
in the lack of agriculture and overwhelming
amount of stomach problems experienced by
villagers throughout the area.

“The people here need awell, deserve a
well,” said Schnur. “We hopeto get them that
well as soon as possible.”

Congtruction for the well had been ap-

Capt. Dan Verich, Ghazni PRT operations officer helps distribute games and other humanitarian
aid to villagers from Petaw Village during a humanitarian aid effort Dec 15.

proved and a contractor has been chosen.
The only problem holding up theimmediate
drilling for thewell wasthetemplatethey had
towork with.

“Two days ago, we started drilling,” said
Capt. Dan Verich, Ghazni PRT operationsof-

ficer during a meeting with the elders from
Petaw Village. “He tells me that the ground
was much harder than we thought and he has
to go to Kabul to get bigger equipment be-

See PETAW, Page 3

Soldier gets suprise Christmas call from U.S. President

Story and photo by Spc. Kelly Hunt
4" public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan — One codition troop sta-
tioned at BagramAir Field had an extra-specid Christmas
asacdl cameinfor himfrom President GeorgeW. Bush
towishhimandhisfdlow servicemembersaMerry Chrigt-

masand aHappy New Year.

Sgt. Adam Jones, Marineforceseement, Combined
Joint Military Task Force- 180, wasoneof the 10troops,

R
Sgt. Adam Jones

thank (me) and everybody that | work with for (our) hard
work and dedication.”

Jones was one of the many troops stationed over-
sess who volunteered to serve in the Global War On
Terrorism and Bush thanked him for his sacrifice and
patriotism to his country.

Bush then told Jonesto tell hiswife and hisdaughter
that heand Laurawishthem bothaMerry Chrismasand
aHappy New Year.

To add to the aready exciting experience, the opera-
tor a the White House then connected Jonesto hiswife,
alowing him to wish his family a happy holiday. The

twofrom each service, whoreceived thesurprising phonecall Chrismas  White House a so called hishometown newspaper to share the memory
of President Bush's phone call with those who care about him.

morning fromAmericasleader.

“ltwasaoncein alifetime ded,” said Jones. “Hesad he'd liketo

It was agood experience, Jones said.

English/Dari phrase of the day: Thank you, I'm fine - Tashakor man khub hastam
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U.S. Army soldiers with the 4th Infantry Divi-
sion monitor a mosque in Tikrit on Monday.

Papers: Saddam revealing
information on guns, money

AMM AN, Jordan—A member of thelragi
Governing Council told two Arabic newspa
pers that Saddam Hussein has given interro-
gators information about where he has hid-
den money and how to find weapons arse-
nals used by those attacking coalition forces.

TheArab dailies Asharg Al-Awsat and Al-
Hayat reported Monday that Dr. lyad Allawi
toldthemininterviewstheformer Iragi leader
admitted he invested stolen Iragi money —
whichthelragi Governing Council estimates
at $40billion—in Switzerland, Japan and Ger-
many, among others, under fictitious company
names.

Allawi aso told the papers that Saddam
isgiving the* names of peoplewho know the
location of hidden arsenals used in terrorist
attacks against coalition forces and the Gov-
erning Council.”

Allawi is quoted saying, “Saddam
Hussein’s trial would not be public since he
could name countries and persons whom he
gave money.”

Allawi, who is heading security issues at
thelragi Council, estimated the number of “ter-
rorists coming from abroad who are carrying
out attacksin Iraq” at morethan 5,000.

Saddam surrendered to U.S. troops on
Dec. 13 fromthebottom of anarrow, dark hole
beneath a two-room mud shack on a sheep
farminAdwar, dbout 15 kilometers(ninemiles)
from Tikrit, Saddam’sancestral home.

Ridge: “We are at war —war against an enemy
driven by hate.”

U.S. steps up air security
because of possible threats

WASHINGTON —Althoughtherewereno
terror attacks during the Christmas holiday,
Homeland Security Secretary Tom Ridge said
Monday his agency isjust as concerned about
the possibility of an attack “this week as we
werelast week.”

He said the nation would remain on high
dert (orange) through at least the New Year's
holiday, and possibly for severa weeksthereaf-
ter.

Ridgemade hiscommentsasheannounced
that the Department of Homeland Security has
orderedinternationd air carriersto placearmed
government officers on some flights to the
United States.

Under the measure, the cargo and passen-
ger carriersarerequiredto placeair marshason
flightswhen requested by theU.S. government,
or possibly facethedenia of landing rights.

Ridge said such measures would be taken
when intelligenceindicates apossible threst.

“Wewill ask whenever wethink it'sappro-
priate,” hesaid, adding that the new air security
policy is" effectiveimmediately.”

With the nation on heightened terror dert,
Ridge urged Americans to go about their lives
this week — attend the traditiona college bowl
games revel inNew Year’ sfestivitiesandfly on
arlineswithout fear.

U.S. airlifts disaster aid into Iran
WASHINGTON-TwoU.S military cargo
planeshavelandedinIran, carrying thefirst of
more than 200 personnel and over 150,000
pounds of medica supplies to provide emer-
gency assistance for the victims of Friday’'s
earthquakethat killed thousandsin Bam, Iran.

Two U.S. military C-130 planeslanded at
Kerman airfidld Sunday morning, about 120
milesfrom Bam, airport officiassaid. A third
plane was expected to follow shortly, with at
least two other flightsarriving | ater.

Theearthquake—with amagnitude of 6.6—
hit theancient city beforedawn, killing between
5,000 and 20,000 people. As many as 30,000
people are believed to have been injured, the
Interior Ministry said.

- =
Mohamed EIBaradei, left, and Libyan Foreign
Minister Abdel-Rahman Shalgam meet in Tri-
poli, Libya, this weekend.

EIBaradei: Libya nuclear
program dismantled

TRIPOLI, Libya—Libyd snuclear program
was years away from producing a nuclear
wespon and hasbeen dismantled, International
Atomic Energy Agency chief Mohamed
ElBaradel said Monday.

ElBaradei, who completed a tour of four
previoudy undisclosed sitesin Tripoli, said it
was a revelation to learn how Libya bought
nuclear materiasfor its program through the
black market.

“Theprogramisvery muchat anearly sage
of development, whereitisright now ... quite
dismantledinfact. It'sall inboxes,” EIBaradei
said. “They werefar away from havinganin-
dustrial-scal e enrichment capability.”

Anaideto Libyanleader Moammar Gadhéfi
said ElBaradei a so met with Gadhéfi for about
30 minutes Monday. He did not characterize
the discussion or give any details.

Anaideto ElBaradei saidinspectorsspent
about three hours doing initial inspections of
four sitesaround Tripoli.

More detailed ingpections are scheduled
to follow in coming days and weeks, the aide
sad.
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fore he can come back down and start
drilling.”

Verich assured the village elders
that the well would not be the end of
their efforts to better the lives of those
inthe area.

“We would like to start by helping
Petaw as much as we can and then
hopefully we can help more villages
later,” said Verich. “We can only help
onevillage at atime and wewill try to
help more aswe build the PRT and be-
comemore operational.”

In addition to the well, troops discussed
therolethey hopeto play in Ghazni District.
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Spc. Edward Maxa from the Civil Military Operations Cen-
ter sector of the Ghazni PRT, unloads boxes from a van in
Petaw Village Dec. 15 with the help of villagers during a
humanitarian aid distribution effort.

“Oneof the main objectives of the Ghazni
PRT is to help with stability and security,”

said Verich to the elders.

He told the villagers that though
troops are not there in full force now,
they soonwill be once construction for
the PRT is completed. Verich assured
the eldersthat PRT troopswill do their
best to offer the areaa secure, friendly,
terrorist free environment so they can
take their minds off defending them-
selves and onto building up a peaceful
aea

“The visit went redlly well,” said
Verich. “ Theprovince of Ghazni isabig
one and just to be able to make anim-
pact on any part of the province is a
good thing. We were able to do that in the
village of Petaw.”

Kabul IT team keeps communications flowing

Story and photo by Staff Sgt. Timothy M. Williams
211" Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

KABUL, Afghanistan—*My computer’snot working, I’ m not get-
ting any e-mailsand my cell phonekeepslosing connection,” arejust a
few complaints the communications department hears at the Kabul
Compound.

Capt. Marshdl 1. Geyer, director of informationtechnology (1T), or
CJ, is responsible for communications security, including manage-
ment and support of all cryptographic networks. Healso provideshelp
desk support, advice and assistance for all communication mattersin
support of Operation Enduring Freedom.

“Essentially | manage and lead ateam of IT professionasto pro-
videcommunicationsthroughout thearea. By communications| mean
Internet, classified and unclassified, cell phone communications and
DSN communications,” Geyer said. “Basically, if it hasanythingto do
with talking from one person to another it comes through us.”

Sgt. Jodl A. Candelario, 213" Area Support Group, out of Allentown, Pa.,
isan automation NCO for CJ6. He provides help desk support and net-
working assistance for communication mattersin Kabul.

Geyer, from Georgetown, Texas, is a member of the Texas Army
Nationd Guard whereworksasaliaison officer for 1% Brigade, 1% Cav-
ary Divison. Inhiscivilianjob, hemanagesaserver design and devel-
opment team in the Research and Development department a Dell
Computersin Round Rock, Texas.

“I redly enjoy working here and helping this organization. When
| first got here, the server side and automation was barely operationd.
We've put alot of effort into building up the automation piece of it,”
Geyersad.

Geyer and his team mostly focus is on automation. Automation
includes networking and server management, which is how the com-
puterstalk to each other, smilar toe-mail.

“What'suniqueisthat I’ ve never worked in a production environ-
ment before,” Geyer said. “At Dell, I'min research and development
andnooneisactualy usngthestuff. It'sall stuff that will beusedinthe
future, so | normally don’t get to interface with users.”

Onesoldier that workswith Geyer inthe CJ6 officeis Sgt. Kenneth
R. McGrew, from Lexington, Ky. McGrew isafull timestudent majoring
in Sociology at the University of Kentucky and amember of the Ken-
tucky Army National Guard with thel® Battalion, 623 Field Artillery
Regiment (Mobile Launching Rocket System).

McGrew, whoseregular job for theArmy isasacannon crewmember,
wasassigned asan information systems operator for CJ6 while herein
Kabul. Hismain duty isto help handle computer work ordersand solve
computer problems. His biggest obstacle is learning to pick up the
duties as acomputer speciaist.

“When | first arrived here, | reported to the personnel desk and
wastold | wasgoing towork with CJ6. My initid reactionwas, ‘What's
CX? " McGrew sad. “They mentioned it wasworking with computers
and that they would teach me everything.”

McGrew has had to learn a new Military Occupational Specialty
while on the job. He's learned by reading, following Geyer, asking

See TECH, Page 4
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guestions and on the job training.

Geyer and histeam have a so hel ped devel op and manage
three websites. Oneisfor the Kabul Compound, another for
the Office of Military Cooperation for Afghanistan and the
third, of particular note, isfor theAfghan Nationd Army (ANA).

“The ANA websiteis now in the approva phase with the
Ministry of Defense (MOD). The MOD is the higher head-
quarters for ANA and they had certain requirements they
wanted. There was alot of information they didn’t want to
have on the site, some for security reasons,” Geyer said.

“Thewebsitewill beinthreelanguages. English, Dari and
Pashtun and will helptolend credibility toANA. It' [l show that
ANA ishereto stay and they arethe Army of Afghanistan.”

Knowing the functions of a computer is essential in the
Army today. E-mail capability isagrowing trend and rapidly
becoming the most common means of communications over
local and wide area networks. Wireless communication sys-
temssuch asradiosand satellitecommunicationsterminalsare
asocritical.

“Whenl first joined the Army, each battalion had only one
computer that everyonewould haveto share. Pretty muchwe
did everything on paper with apen or typewriter. We vedowly
jumped on the computer bandwagon wherewe do everything
with computersnow,” Geyer said.

“For the future, | think you're going to see the continu-
ance of automation growing and an emphasisin battle combat
systems. We are seeing the beginning of alot more wirdless
communications, and miniaturizationslike computershuiltinto
weapons and equipment,” he added.

The experience has given the CJ6 shop something they
can beproud of and asensethat they hel ped makeadifference
inthewar onterrorism.

“Onething I’ ve enjoyed is how weworked with coalition
forces and other branches and how well we all worked here
together,” McGrew said.

Geyer added, “I think we'll continue to see the United
States and the coalition forces redlly hosting the Afghan gov-
ernment more so they can take over and take control of their
own degtiny.”

Bagram Air Base MWR

presents

“All About the Benjamins’
1530Z at the MWR building:
A bounty hunter is on the trail of a conman
who skipped bail. Thetwowindupina
deserted warehouse where they witness a

diamond scamin action...

Ll
ALL ATTDUT THE
BENJAMINS

Tomorrow'smovie: “Legally Blonde’

Llocal weather

TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER FORECAST:

Today Wednesday
Uzbekistan: Rain Light Snow

H: 40F H: 39F

L: 29F L: 18F
Bagram: Mostly Cloudy Mostly Cloudy

H: 48F H: 45F

L: 27F L: 19F
Kabul: Mostly Cloudy Mostly Cloudy

H: 48F H: 45F

L: 25F L: 19F
Kandahar: Cloudy Mostly Cloudy

H: 64F H: 59F

L: 37F L: 34F

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team

Freedom Watch falls under the supervision of
the Combined Joint Task Force - 180, and is pub-
lished daily, Monday - Saturday.

CJTF-180 Commander —

=N KA KRR BN A

In accordance with AR 360-1, this
Army newspaper is an authorized publi-
cation for members of the U.S. military
overseas.

Brig. Gen. (P) Lloyd J. Austin Il
CJTF-180 Command Sergeant Major —
Command Sgt. Maj. Dennis Carey
Public Affairs Officer —
Lt. Col. Bryan Hilferty
Public Affairs Sergeant Major —
Master Sgt. Sharon Opeka
Freedom Watch, an Army newspaper

Afghanistan.

publication, is produced by the 4™ Public
Affairs Detachment at Bagram Air Base,

Commander — Maj. Matthew L Garner
NCOIC — Staff Sgt. Keith Thompson

Editor — Sgt. Stephanie Hall

Journalists — Staff Sgt. Johnny A. Thompson
Sgt. Gregory Heath, Spc. Kelly Hunt

Contents of Freedom Watch are not nec-
essarily the official view of, or endorsed by,
the U.S. government, the Department of De-
fense or the Department of the Army.

All submissions are subject to editing for
size and content by the 4" Public Affairs De-
tachment, located in Motel 6, CJTF-180,
Bagram Air Base.

Visit the CENTCOM Web site at www.centcom.mil and click on the Freedom Watch or Forces in Afghanistan link at the bottom of the page to get
the latest editions of the Freedom Watch. To be added to the daily distribution list email HallSTE@baf.cjtf180.army.mil




CHARLOTTE,N.C.—Mait
Schaub capped his career as
Virginia smost prolific quarter-
back by taking a knee on his
second consecutive Continen-
tal TireBowl victory.

Larry Fitzgerald could only
watch from the Pittsburgh side-
lines, hands on his hipsin yet
another disappointing loss in
what might have been the final
game for one of the greatest
playersin Panthers history.

Virginiamadeit 2-for-2inthe
2-year-old Tire Bowl by using
solid defense to snap
Fitzgerald's record touchdown
streak at 18 gamesin a23-16 victory on Saturday.

“We have worked very hard to become a significant defensive
team and weknew stopping Larry Fitzgerald was going to beimpor-
tant,” Cavalierscoach Al Groh said. “He can doin one or two plays
what a 12-play drive usually does, so we put an emphasis on him.”

Charlottenative Alvin Pearman h
104 yards rushing and 32 receiving
for theCavaliers.

Mayor to give Poole key to the city

GREEN BAY, Wis. —Green Bay Packersfanswant to thank the
person who made the team’s playoff run possible — Arizona wide
receiver Nathan Poole — and even the mayor is joining in with an
invitation to Sunday’s playoff game.

Pool e caught the game-winning touchdown pass astime ran out
in Arizona on Sunday to defeat the Minnesota Vikings 18-17. The
Vikings' loss gave the Packers the NFC North title and eliminated
Minnesota from the playoffs.

Poole will be celebrated this weekend, when he and his wife
travel to Green Bay to attend the Packers' game Sunday against the
Seattle Seahawkswith Mayor Jm Schmitt.

“Of course, he'smy favorite non-Packers player,” Schmitt said.
“The Packers deserve to be in the playoffs, and the way the system
works they wouldn’t have been alowed in without a [Cardinals]
victory over the Vikings, and Nathan played a big part of that.”

Schmitt’sinvitation took Poole by surprise.

“1 heard that the fans in Green Bay were quite some fans, but |
didn’t expect this,” he said in atelephone interview Monday with
the Green Bay Press-Gazette.

He wasn't even thinking about the Packers when he made his
catch at the end of the game.

“l was just trying to get a victory for the team because we've
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Coalition Sports Zone

(Compiled from Sl.com)

been down,” Poole said.

Schmitt also will give Pooleakey to thecity.

“Anyone who assists in getting us in the playoffs like Nathan
didisafriend of thecity,” Schmitt said.

Bryant’s case chosen story of 2003

NEW YORK — The young hotel
worker’s accusation was shocking
enough: Thrilled by achance encoun-
ter with a celebrity, she went to his
room only to be forced over a chair
and sexually assaulted.

More startling wasthe name of the
accused: Kobe Bryant.

Exactly what happened behind a
locked door at aColorado resort June
30 probably will beuptoajury to de-
cide next year. But it didn’t takelong
for the accusations to hurt the repu-
tations of Bryant and his accuser.

Reporters and Bryant's support-
ersand bashersflocked to the small mountain town of Eagle, Colo.,
over the next few months for a series of court appearances that
brought out graphic details of the 19-year-old woman's charges
along with revelations about her past.

Evenwith atrial monthsaway, it became the most-watched case
against a celebrity sports figure since O.J. Simpson was charged
with murder. It was chosen the story of the year by the newspaper
and broadcast members of The Associated Press.

KobeBryant

Francis ties Dionne on points list

RALEIGH, N.C. — After reaching several milestones the past
few seasons in losses, Ron Francis was able to enjoy his latest
accomplishment during awin.

The Carolinacaptaintied for fourth onthe NHL'sall-timepoints
list with a goal and the Hurricanes finally solved Buffalo's Mika
Noronen, beating the Sabres 2-1 Monday night.

“The guysareworking hard and it's niceto get it in agame that
helpsuswin,” Francis said when asked about tying Marcel Dionne
with 1,771 points. “ That's the most specia part about it.”

Carolina won its second straight at the start of a seven-game
homestand and improved to 4-2 under new coach Peter Laviolette.
All of the wins have been by 2-1 scores.

“It'sagreat number, isn'tit?’ Francis said of the 2-1 scores. “I
was actually getting excited when we had two goal s hal fway through
the second, thinking we might get three or four tonight. In the end,
2-1 was good enough again.”
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Afghanistan Hot Topics

Taliban says it's behind Kabul bombing

By MikeCallett-White

KABUL, Afghanigtan (Reuters) — Remnants of Afghanistan’sousted
Taiban claimed responsibility on Monday for asuicidebombingin Kabul
thet killed fivesecurity officia sand two bombers, and vowed moreettacks

Sunday’sattack wastheworst in Kabul since June, when four German
peacekeepers were killed and 31 wounded by a suicide car bomb, and
coincided with the find stages of an increasingly acrimonious debate to
findizeapogt-Tdiban conditution.

Now initsthirdweek, thecondtitutional LoyaJdirga, or GrandAssembly,
isbeing watched dosdy by President Hamid Karzai’sbackersintheWest,
but progress has been dow because of noisy complaints that the process
isbeing rushed.

Tdiban guerrillasand Idamic militant dliesbdieved toinclude mem-
bersof d Qaedahavedeclared aholy war onforeignforcesinAfghanistan
and their local partners, and earlier threstened delegates at the Loya Jirga
with death.

“A group of 200 mujahideen (holy warriors) has penetrated various
Afghandities,” said Mullah Sabir Momin, Tdiban deputy operationa com-
mander in southern Afghanistan.

“InKabul done, 130 trained Tdiban are present on slicidemissions,”
he added, spesking by satdlite telephone. “ They can manufacture power-
ful bombswith limited resources.”

If confirmed, theswitchintacticswill beaworry for 5,700internationa
peacekespersin Kabul andthe 12,000-gtrong U.S-led forcehunting Taliban
and d Qaedarebds.

The deadliest guerrilla attacks have been in remote areas of the south
and east in recent months. Over 400 peoplehavediedintheviolencesince
early Augus, including many rebes.

Defense minigtry spokesman Dr Gulbuddin said there appeared to be
two atackersinvolved in Sunday night’s blast near the airport, one more
than firgt thought.

Fvesecurity officia sdetained twomen fter atip-off, hesaid. Onewas
carrying explosvesinameta cooking pot and onehad explosveswrgpped
around hisbody which he set off, killing al seven peopleinthevehicle.

“We couldn’t identify the bodies (of the attackers) because they were
blown to pieces, but we know that an Afghan could not have carried out
such asuicideatack,” said Abdul Jamed of the Kabul police, adding thet
he suspected Arabs or Pakiganis.

Ten men seized in drug-running ops

are being held in Afghan prison

By Robert Burns

WASHINGTON (AP) — Ten men captured recently aboard boats
carying drugsin the Persian Gulf areahave been taken for questioning to
aU.S prisoninAfghanigan, aU.S. defense officid said Monday.

They arehdd onBagram Air Basenorth of theAfghan capita of Kabul

(Compiled by CIJTF-180 Public Affairs)

and are being questioned about suspected connections to Osama bin
Laden’sd Qaedaterrorist network, theofficid said, speaking on condition
of anonymity.

TheU.S. military has more than 100 peoplein custody a the Bagram
fadility, U.S. military sopokesmanLt. Col. Bryan Hilferty said recently. Most
were cgptured in Afghanigtan as part of the U.S-led operation to hunt
down remnants of the Tdiban regime and itsd Qaeda supporters.

Three of the 10 men trangported to Bagram were captured Dec. 15 by
theU.S. Navy aboard asmd | woodenvessd called adhow, whichtheNavy
sadwascarrying nearly two tonsof hashishinthe Persan Gulf. TheNavy
said some of the crew were suspected of having a Qaeda connections.

Thesaven otherswere captured inaraid Dec. 20 on two other dhows
that were sailing in the northern Arabian Sea. U.S. officidssaid one of the
dhowswastransporting heroin and the other had methamphetamines. The
Navy said at thetimethat it wasinvestigating potentia a Qaeda connec-
tions to the drug-running operations.

Audrdian, British, New Zedand and U.S. air forces tracked the two
dhowsfor two days after receiving intelligenceinformation gleaned from
theDec. 15s5izure.

Terroriam expertsand government officid slong havesaid they believe
that d Qaedamakesmoney through crimind enterprisesincludingthedrug
trade. A United Nations pand reported last month, for example, that
Qaeda had financed some of its operationsthrough drug trafficking.

Before the Sept. 11, 2001, atacks, bin Laden had been shdtered in
Afghanigtan by the Tdiban, which had deer linkstotheherointradethrough

“If this is the light infantry, I'd hate to
see what the heavy infantry is like.”

kevin_kilgore@hotmail.com

Laugh Support

By Kevin Kilgore




