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Capturing the holiday season with one shot

Sory by U.S. Air ForceMg. Richard C. Sater
Combined Joint Task Force 180

BAGRAM, Afghanistan — “Just like
senior pictures.” More than one airman
or Soldier made that remark on a recent
weekend as they waited their turn to
pose for digital Christmas portraits.

What better gift for family and friends
in this computer age?

The set-up? Picture-perfect for ade-
ployed location.

The* clamshell” aircraft maintenance
hangar for the 455th Expeditionary Op-
erations Group here transformed into a
tactical studio.

Instead of an artificial backdrop, por-
trait subjects stood next to a genuine A-
10 Thunderbolt 11 and atan humvee, an
American flag, and a Christmas tree deco-
rated with lights and desert-brown Air
Forceinsignia.

And the photographer, Air Force
Tech. Sgt. Brian Davidson — public af-
fairs chief for the 455th — wore a desert-
camouflage battle-dress uniform as he
snapped photo after photo for almost 16
hours over two days.

More than 250 airmen and Soldiers
posed during the two long sessions —
first come, first served.

Toward the end of each day, some
waited more than an hour for their turn,
but Davidson worked late both days,
shooting more than 3,000 photos.

Part of his job involved getting the
subjects to be natural before the cam-
era. Davidson offered jokes and encour-
agement.

“Show someteeth!” he urged. Some-

timesasimple prop — like ared Santa hat
—was enough to get anervous airman or
Soldier to relax and even smile.

Doug Dotson, an Air Force Civilian
Augmentee Program air traffic control ler
assigned here asaradar operator, served
as the photography assistant.

“Brian put out the word that he
needed help,” Dotson said, and he was
one of the first to volunteer. During the
photo shoot, he adjusted the lighting and
posed the subjects.

“Square your shoulders!” he said.
“Chin up! Look at me!”

With no photography experience ex-
cept “years of family pictures,” he said,
he nonetheless proved himself a re-
sourceful assistant.

Davidson shot a dozen or more im-
ages of his subjects and then handed
them the digital flashcard containing the

Courtesy photo
Air Force Tech. Sgt. Brian Davidson, public affairs chief for the 455th, wore a desert-camouflage
battle-dress uniform as he snapped photo after photo for almost 16 hoursfor two days.

images.

Another volunteer — Master Sgt.
Darrell Mahan of the 355th Aircraft Main-
tenance Squadron, Davis-Monthan Air
Force Base, Ariz. — served as the photo
technician, calling up the images on a
laptop computer so everyone could re-
view the digital proofsand select favor-
ite poses.

Later, Davidson did alittledigital re-
touching and then downloaded the indi-
vidual shots by name to a shared drive
available online.

Subjects could access the photos,
send them by e-mail, or save them to a
CD. (Recipients at home have the option
of making printsthemselves or taking the
images to a professional photo shop for
high-quality prints.)

See SNAP, Page 4

English/Dari phrase of the day: Have a good day - Rose-e-khuob




Page 2 < Freedom Watch < December 22, 2003

World Ne Ws (Compiled from CNN.com)

PERSON OF THE YEAR

: R
Time'scover showsthree American military per-
sonnel representing the American soldier.

American Soldier selected as
Time Person of the Year

(CNN) — Time magazine has named “the
American soldier” as its Person of the Year of
2008

Themagazing seditorssaidit wasclear from
the start of their decision process that Iraq was
the top sory — and from that — severa candi-
datesemerged, induding President Bush, Seddam
Hussain, Defense Secretary Donadd Rumsfdd
and hisdeputy, Paul Wolfowitz.

But theeditors debatemadesomethingese
very dear —no matter what any of the political
moversand shekershad doneor would dointhe
future, itwould beU.S. forceswho borethebrunt
of those decisons.

“ Scholarscan debatewhether theBush Doc-
trineisthemost muscular expression of national
interest in ahaf-century; the generds may pon-
der whether warmaking or peacekeeping isthe
morefearsomeassgnment; civilianswill remem-
ber awinter wrapped in yelow ribbonsand duct
tape,” writer Nancy Gibbssadinthemagazine.

“Inayear when it felt at times asif we had
nothing in common anymore, wewereunitedin
thishope: that our menandwomenat armsmight
soon come safely home, because their job was
done,” Gibbswrote. “They arethe bright, sharp
ingtrument of ablunt policy, and successor fail-
ureinawar unlikeany inhistory ultimately rests
withthem.”

Gen. Richard Myers, chairman of the U.S.
joint chiefsof staff, said on“Fox News Sunday”
that the selection was " exactly right.”

“They' redoing aterrificjob, andwe regoing
to have to use them probably for sometimeto
come” hesad.

Dinner by candlelight at Original Joeson Tay
lor Street in San Francisco.

San Francisco blackout
leaves thousands in dark

SAN FRANCI SCO —Tensof thousandsof
customersremained without power Sunday fol-
lowing amassive blackout thet disrupted treffic,
shut down trangit stations, and at itsheight left a
third of the city without eectricity on one of the
busiest days of the holiday season.

The power outage Sarted just before 6 p.m.
Saurday when afire erupted & amgjor Pacific
Gas& Electric Co. subgtation thet feedssmaller
neighborhood substations.

The cause of the fire and outage remained
under investigation, PG& E officidssaid.

“Theresnoindicationthat it wasvanddism
or sahotage. As far as the exact cause, we just
don't know yet,” utility spokesman Jonathan
Frankssad.

About 24,000 remained without power by late
Sunday afternoon.

Lebanon jails 26 over bombings

BEIRUT, Lebanon—L ebanon sentenced 26
men to between three months and 20 yearsin
prison on Saturday over astring of bomb attacks
on U.S. restaurants and an aleged plot to assas
dnatetheU.S. ambassador, judicia sourcessaid.

Another man was sentenced in absentia to
lifeimprisonment with hardlabor, whileeight more
were acquitted, they said.

Thel ebaneseand Pdegtinianmen had been
arredted after arash of smd| attackson fest food
restaurantsind uding M cDondd sand PizzaHut,
which peeked at the height of thethree-year-old
Pdedtinian uprising againg Isradli occupation

andtheU.S-ledinvasonof Irag.

Lebaneseauthorities cracked the cell after a
booby-trapped car was found outside
McDondd'sinBearutinApril. Itfaledtoexplode.

Four of the group wereconvicted of plotting
to kill U.S. ambassador Vincent Béttle but the
court waived their pendties since the plan was
never put into action, the sources said.

U.S. troops, which routed morethan 100 insur-
gentsin overnight raids, check carsin Fallujah.

U.S. launches anti-insurgent op.

BAGHDAD, Irag — U.S. troops overnight
launched a new operation targeting anti-codli-
tioninsurgents, themilitary said Sunday, captur-
ing morethan 100 enemy personne and confis-
caing ams caches.

TheU.S Army’s3rdArmored Cavary Regi-
ment launched Operation RiflesFury on Sunday,
joiningthe82ndAirborne sTask ForceAll Ameri-
can, the 4th Infantry Divison's Operation Iron
Horseand other unitschasing insurgents, amili-
tary spokeswoman said.

Operatinginwestern|rag near theborder with
Syria, Operation Rifles Fury aso will “destroy
terrorigt training campsin the Rawah area,” the
pokeswoman said.

Meanwhile, aweek &fter the United States
announced that it had captured Saddam Hussain,
U.S. Joint Chiefs Chairman Richard Myerstold
CNN's"LaeEdition” thet thetoppled Iragi leader
“was not being cooperative, ... defiant is prob-
ably agood word.”

Documents in Saddam’s possession & the
time of his arrest, however, were providing in-
sghtintothelragi insurgent movement, accord-
ing to the chairman of the Senate Inteligence
Committee

Anti-insurgent patrols and searches by the
82nd Airborne captured 96 “terrorigts.”
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The Soldier’sCreed

| ama Soldier.
| amaWarrior and a member of a team. | serve the people of the
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o United Sates and live the Army Values. o
T | will always place the mission first.
]

| will never accept defeat.
| will never quit.
| will never leave a fallen comrade.
| am disciplined, physically and mentally tough, trained and
proficient in my warrior tasks and drills. | always maintain my arms,
my equipment and myself.
| aman expert and | am a professional.
| stand ready to deploy, engage, and destroy the enemies of the
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ﬁf} United Sates of America in close combat.

_l_;a_ | am a guardian of freedom and the American way of life.

: | am an American Soldier.
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The airmen and Soldiers may have been self-con-
scious about posing for the camera, but all seemed
enthusiastic about the results.

“It's great,” said Senior Airman Missy Mantegna,
personnel specialist with the 355th Component Main-
tenance Squadron, Davis-Monthan. “Sergeant
Davidson devoted alot of histime” to the project. She
sent her portraits home right away by e-mail, an unex-
pected gift just in time for the holidays.

“My family loves the pictures,” she said.

That’swhat Davidson had in mind. As chief of pub-
lic affairs for the 455th EOG, he’s more accustomed to
taking action photos to accompany feature stories.

But he wanted to do something special for the
troops far away from home for the holidays and de-
cided to set up an improvised portrait studio.

“| got the idea from my grandfather,” he said. Dur-
ing World War 11, his grandfather, Pat Spano, served in
the Army Air Corps as a combat photographer. “He
used to take portraits of the troops so they could send
them home for Christmas.”

Photography is “something we have in common,”
Davidson said.

Spano had shown some of his black-and-white pho-
tographs with his grandson; upon returning home,
Davidson looks forward to sharing some of his own
digital imageswith his grandfather.

Spano, who'd earned the rank of staff sergeant by
the time he was discharged after the war, currently re-
sides in Tucson, Ariz., close to Davidson’s regular
duty assignment, the 355th Wing at Davis-Monthan
Air Force Base, also in Tucson.

Davidson declared himself pleased with the results
of hisimprovised studio.

“Good for morale,” he said. And hisimages, captur-
ing a fraction of a second in the lives of airmen and
Soldiers serving in Afghanistan for Operation Endur-
ing Freedom, will provide lasting memoriestoo.

Bagram Air Base
MWR presents

“Hulk”
15302 at the MWR building:
A geneticist’s experimental accident curses
him with the tendency to become a powerful

giant green brute under emotional stress.

Tomorrow'smovie
“Indiana Jones Trilogy”

Local weather

TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER FORECAST:

Today Tuesday
Uzbekistan:  Mostly Cloudy Partly Cloudy

H: 46F H: 46F

L: 23F L: 21F
Bagram: Rain Mostly Clear

H: 59F H: 57F

L:37F L:41F
Kabul: Rain Mostly Clear

H: 41F H: 45F

L: 24F L: 21F
Kandahar: Dusty Dusty

H: 30F H: 36F

L: 23F L: 26F

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team
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Corey Simon levels49ers quarterback Jeff Garcia.

49ers snap Eagles’ nine-game streak

PHIL ADEL PHI A —Forget home-fid d advantagethroughout theNFC
playoffs. The Philadd phiaEagleshavetowinthedivisonfirg.

Tony Parrish’ssecond interception set up a22-yard field goa by Todd
Peterson in overtime, helping the San Francisco 49ers sngp the Eagles
nine-gamewinning stresk, 31-28 on Sunday.

TheEagles(11-4) till canclinchtheir third consecutive NFC East title
and secureafirgt-round byewith avictory over Washington next Saturday.
Howeve, if they loseand Ddlas (10-5) beats New Orleanson Sunday, the
Cowboyswinthedivison.

To get the No. 1 seed, Philade phia needs to besat the Redskins and
have K. Louis(12-3) losea Detroit next Sunday.

“It's very disgppointing, but we have to focus on the next game,”
Eagles quarterback Donovan McNabb said.

The49ers(7-8) lost ProBowl widereceiver Terrd | Owenstoabroken
left collarbone in the firgt hdf, but snapped an eight-game road losing
Sresk.

St. John’s falls to No. 5 Georgia Tech

ATLANTA —Try asthey might, theS. John'splayersjust couldn’twin
onefor their coaches—the old one or the new one.

B.J. Elder scored 11 of his15 pointsinthesecond hdf andNo. 5Georgia
Tech besat the Red Sorm 79-66 Sunday, just two days after Kevin Clark
replaced Mike Jarvisas coach.

“Coach Jarviswasagreet coach,” &. John'sforward Grady Reynolds
sad. “Wewanted towin thisgamefor him.”

Jarviswasfired Friday, only six gamesinto hissixth season. &. John's
(2-5) logt four of itsfirg fivegames, which hadn’t happened Snce 1922-23,
andevenavictory over . Francis, N.Y., inhisfina gamewaan't enoughto
saveJavis job.

“| thought today wasaterrific effort by the &. John’smen’sbasketball
team,” Clark, theinterim coach, said. “ They showed tremendous character
agang anexcdlent GeorgiaTech basketball team, againgt al ot of adversty.
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(Compiled from SlI.com)

Saints lose on Carney’s missed PAT
JACKSONVILLE, Ha —

The only thing missing wasthe

band ... and the extrapoint.

The New Orleans Saints
scored a 75-yard touchdown on
oneof thewackiest playsinNFL
history Sunday, then — just as
unbelievably — John Carney
missad the PAT with notimel eft.

The result was a20-19 loss
to the Jacksonville Jaguars that
dropped the Saints out of the
playoff race.

Itwill surdly godownasone
of the mogt twisted, crud mo-
ments in the 37-year history of
the star-struck franchise.

“Thisseemsto be, asfar askickersare concerned, asbad asit gets,”
Carney said.

The Saints (7-8), coming off Joe Horn's cell phone shenaniganslast
week, looked like they had a play, a moment, to put that whole episode
behind them. Instead, they’ Il have the whol e offseason to wonder about
what might have been.

“Thisisawful,” said Saintsreceiver Michadl Lewis, whowasin on
theplay. “I can't explainhow it fed sto gofrom oneemotiontotheother.”

With six seconds left and the Saints trailing 20-13, Aaron Brooks
passed to Donte’ Stallworth, who flipped the ball to Lewis. He pitched
back to DeuceM cAlligter, who lateral ed to Jerome Pathon, who went the
final 21 yardsand dovein for the score.

John Carney’s extra point went wide
right, ending the Saints' playoff hopes.

Barrett traded to A’s, then to Cubs

CHICAGO —The Chicago Cubscleared up their logjam at catcher
Sunday, signing Michael Barrett and then trading veteran Damian Miller
and cash to the Oakland Athletics.

Theded endsawhirlwind week for Barrett, who wason threeteams
insix days. TheMontreal Expostraded him to Oakland on Monday, and
the A's turned around and shipped him to Chicago on Tuesday.

“We vedwaysliked him,” Cubs general manager Jm Hendry said.
“Dick Pole was the pitching coach in Montreal in 2002, and Dick has
spoken very highly of him.”

Barrett, 27, made $2.6 million | ast season, ayear inwhich he played
only 70 gamesbecauseof injuries. Hewasdligiblefor arhitration, but the
Cubs wanted him to take a pay cut. He couldn’t take more than a 20
percent reduction without first becoming a free agent, though.

Sothe Cubsdidn’t offer him acontract by Saturday night’sdeadline,
making him afree agent, and he then signed a one-year dedl for $1.55
million.
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Afghanistan Hot Topics

At least seven Afghan troops die in

raids balmed on Taliban guerrillas

SPIN BOLDAK, Afghanistan (Reuters) — At least seven
Afghan soldierswerekilled and several wounded in two sepa-
rate attacks blamed on Taliban guerrillasin the volatile south
and east of the country, officials said on Sunday.

The worst attack occurred on Saturday night in Shehroba,
about 12 miles from Spin Boldak close to Pakistani border.

Taliban Commander Mullah Rehmatullah told Reutersthat
all nine Afghan soldiers at the post were killed in the attack, in
which the guerrillas used heavy machine guns and hand gre-
nades. He said no Taliban soldiers were killed.

But adeputy police chief of Spin Boldak, who did not want
to be named, said five Afghan soldiers were killed and a gov-
ernment commander, Naik Mohammad, was wounded.

He added that after the attack the Taliban retreated to
nearby mountains and Afghan forces began to hunt them
down.

According to General Khan Mohammad Khan Mujahid, a
senior military commander in Kandahar province where Spin
Boldak is located, members of the ousted Taliban were re-
sponsible for an attack launched from the Pakistani side of the
border.

Afghan authorities accuse Pakistan of not doing enough
to crack down on Taliban, al Qaedaand allied Islamic militants
on its soil who have been blamed for a wave of violence in
Afghanistan since August that has claimed over 400 lives.

Saturday’s raid follows a short period of relative calm
across the country, coinciding with amajor operation by U.S.
forces to silence the rebels during a key assembly in Kabul
that will finalize the country’s constitution.

One eyewitness of the attack, Shahid Aslam Jan, said he
heard abig explosion at around 10 p.m. (12:30 p.m. EST) fol-
lowed by a number of small explosions.

“The sound of gunfire and explosions continued for around
five hours. Afterwards the Afghan soldiers arrived and started
searching houses for any Taliban who might be hiding there.”

In aseparate incident, two government soldierswerekilled
late on Saturday when avehiclein amilitary convoy was blown
up by a suspected remote controlled device along the road
linking Khost in the east to the capital Kabul.

The road had been used by members of the 12,000-strong
U.S. force earlier in the day, witnesses said.

“Two soldiers lost their lives and two others have been
injured who are being treated in hospital. The Taliban were
behind thisincident,” said General Kheyal Baaz Khan, a key
military commander in Khost.

(Compiled by CIJTF-180 Public Affairs)

Blast in eastern Afghan city kills man

PESHAWAR, Pakistan (AP) —A bomb ripped through asquare
lined by restaurants and shops in eastern Afghanistan, killing
one man and injuring another, a security official said Sunday.

No one claimed responsibility for the explosion late Saturday
but officials routinely blame al Qaeda and Taliban forces for at-
tacksin the area.

The blast shattered windows in nearby buildings in Talashi
square in central Jalalabad, the capital of Afghanistan’s eastern
Nangarhar province.

The unidentified man died of shrapnel wounds, said Gen.
Sayed Aghan Sagib, commander of an Afghan military brigadein
the city, which is near the Pakistani border.

No arrests have been made in the attack, Saqib said by satel-
lite telephone.

“The Taliban and al Qaeda are carrying out these terrorist
acts,” Saqib said.

A U.S.-led coalition of forces ousted the Taliban militiain late
2001 for harboring al Qaeda, blamed for the Sept. 11 attacksin the
United States.

Last Sunday, abomb exploded outside the office of awomen’s
organization in Jalalabad, damaging awall and shattering win-
dows of the Afghan Women's Peace Committee office. Last month,
abomb exploded near ahospital and killed ateenager.

“You must be from the 310th
Space Group.”

kevin_kilgore@hotmail.com

Laugh Support

By Kevin Kilgore




