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Story and photo by
Staff Sgt. Johnny A. Thompson
4" public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan — For most
Americans the holiday season is an ex-
citingtime. It'saperiod when love, com-
passion and giving are emphasized, not
only to family and friends, but also to the
world.

Those endearments reached Afghani-
stan Wednesday as Soldiers of the Joint
Operation Center at Bagram Air Base de-
livered more than a 110 boxes of humani-
tarian aid from American families, parishs
and organizations to villages surround-
ing Bagram.

The aid, which consisted of blankets,
children’s clothing and shoes, and adult
clothing, were gifts of love from Arkan-

rue meaning of the season

Soldiersfrom the Joint Operation Center at Bagram Air Base unpack the more than 110 boxes of
humanitarian aid delivered from American families and organizations.
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Michelson noted that the aid came

sas, Alabama, Florida, Michigan, Penn-
sylvania and New Jersey — home states
of the Soldierswho delivered the items.
“(Americans) want to help other
people, regardless of if they are their
neighbors or they are people 10,000 miles

away,” said Maj. Brian Michelson, avia-
tion operations officer for Combined Joint
Task Force-180. “The (humanitarian aid)
shows the compassion of (Americans)
who want to give to (anation) less fortu-
nate than themselves.”

from numerous families, churches, well-
known private organization, and a Cub
Scout team that wanted to “show their

See SEASON, Page 3

New FOO store offers convenience for Bagram

Story and photo by Sgt. Greg Heath
4" Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan — With no plans of building an Of-
fice Depot store here in Afghanistan anytime soon, and the
closest supply stores being an hour drive south to Kabul, the
Bagram Contracting Office has opened a new storeto help units
get supplies the supplies they need quickly and conveniently.

The new Field Ordering Officers (FOO) store opened for
business on Thursday and will how enable units to use their
FOO money here on Bagram Air Base.

The FOO program is regulated by the contracting office,
and provides units with funds to make over the counter pur-
chases under $2,500 directly with local merchants to support
their mission.

Before the FOO store opening, if aunit needed office equip-
ment or materials quickly and they weren’t available through
their supply section, the only alternative wasto take atrip down
to Kabul and find the supplies there.

And that was the main reason for opening the FOO store,
said Air Force Maj. James Eastman, Chief of Bagram Contract-
ing, “We wanted to keep people from having to drive down

See FOO, Page 3

English/Dari phrase of the day: Thank you, | am fine - Tashakor man Khub hastam
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400 flu shotsat the DuPage County Health De-
partment in Wheaton, I11.

Flu outbreak expected to
reach epidemic level

ATLANTA —Thisyear'sfluoutbreak isn't
an epidemic yet, but a hedth authority said
Friday it soonwill be.

Dr. Bill Sheffner, chairman of the Department
of Preventive Medicine a Vanderbilt Univer-
sty inNashville, Tennessee, and aliaison mem-
ber of the Centers for Disease Control’s advi-
sory committeeonimmunization practices, sad
heisconfident it will reach epidemic satus.

“It is going to be a very noteworthy epi-
demic,” hetold CNN.

Onaverage, flukillsabout 36,000 peoplein
the United States each year. This year’s out-
break will likely kill more than that, Shaffner
said.

But, hesaid, itisunlikely to reach the next
level — apandemic.

A pandemic occurs when anew flu virus
spreads quickly throughout theworld, hesaid.
“What we're having is a modestly changed
influenzavirus, as opposed to aradically new
one” he said.

Sofar, fluiswidespread in 24 states, cases
have been reported in all 50 states and people
arelining up in drovesto get vaccinated. This
year's outbreak is unusual for its early onset.

Last week, pneumonia and influenzawere
blamedfor 7 percent of dl desthslogged by the
country’s reporting system that includes 122
cities, just below the 7.6 percent that the CDC
said would represent the epidemic threshold.

The2002-2003 outbresk never reached epi-
demic status. Theflu reached epidemic levels
for nine weeks during the 2001-2002 season,
for 10 weeksduring the 2000-2001 season and
for 15 weeksduring the 1999-2000 season.
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Pfc. Jordon McGee supervises the limited distribu-
tion of gasat afilling station in Baghdad on Friday.

Center of U.S. operations in
Baghdad attacked overnight

BAGHDAD, Irag—TheU.S. military said
that unidentified explosions overnight in
Baghdad were rocket attacks targeting the
“Green Zong’ in Baghdad, the location of the
Cadition Provisond Authority and the nerve
center of U.S. operations.

“What we know now isthree to six explo-
sionsimpactedin ... oneof thebuildingsinside
the Green Zone, not the pal ace or theheadquar-
ters” Brig. Gen. Curtis Scaparrotti told CNN.
“Thereweretwowounded, bothwere(U.S)) sol-
diers”

Hesadthesoldierswerenot serioudy hurt.

Theferocity of theblastshad peoplework-
ing insde the headquarters diving under their
desks, sources said. The Codlition Provisiona
Authority heedquarterswastargetedin Novem-
ber by insurgents but no one was injured.

The Green Zone— acompound measuring
two mileslong and 1.5 mileswide, sits on the
west bank of the Tigris River in the center of
Baghdad — isthenamefor theareawhere U.S.
operations are centered. It's the most heavily
guarded dite in the city. Scaparrotti, the asss-
tant commander for maneuvers in the 1t Ar-
mored Division, inchargeof Baghdad, said dam-
age was still being assessed.

U.S. officer fined for improper

interrogation tactics of Iraqi
TIKRIT, Irag—Thecommanding generd of

the4th Infantry Division’son Friday accepteda

U.S. military investigetor’srecommendation and
ordered adminigtrative action againg Lt. Col.
AllenWest, whowasaccused of usingimproper
methods to force information out of an Iragi
detainee.

Followingamilitary hearing, West wasfined
$5,000 over two months, according to West's
civillianattorney, Neal Puckett.

The punishment does not affect West'sdli-
gibility for retirement and pension, Puckett said
in astatement.

Wegt, 42, will be assigned to the rear de-
tachment of the 4th Infantry Division awaiting
the processing of his retirement request, the
satement said.

Maj. Gen. Raymond Odierno, the 4th
Infantry’s top genera in Tikrit, could have re-
jected the recommendation and ordered acourt
martid. If hewereto befound guilty a acourt
martid of thetwoartidesagaing him, West could
have faced 11 yearsin prison, amilitary pros-
ecutor told CNN.

The casestemsfrom anincident August 20
a amilitary basein Tgji, just north of Baghdad,
when West was interrogeting an Iragi police-
man, who was believed to have information
about a plot to assassinate West with an am-
bush on aU.S. convoy.

PM Qorei: Palestinians won't
accept Israeli barrier on land

JERUSAL EM —Inanewspaper interview
Thursday, Pdestinian Prime Minister Ahmed
Qorel sad that Israd cannot build a barrier on
Pdestinianland and “put usin cageslike chick-
ens”

Buthedsosadif thelsradisbuildthebarrier
on the Green Line, the 1967 border separating
Igael and the Pdegtinian territories, he would
support that action and the Pdegtinians would
bewilling to sharethe cog.

|sradl hasacod erated itscongtruction of what
it cals a security fence, saying it isintended to
block terrorigtsfrom entering the country.

Inwhat they say isan Isradli land grab, the
Pdedtinianshavesaidthebarrier, whichthey cal
awadl, is being built on Pdestinian land with
planned sections that will go deep insde their
territory.

“Itwon't help, it won't work, it will causea
tragedy,” Qorel toldthel sradli newspaper Maariv.
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support when they heard about the con-
ditions (of Afghanistan).”

“We (Soldiersin the JOC) decided that
we wanted to help (after going to differ-
ent areas in Afghanistan and seeing the
hardship), so we started telling our fami-
lies back home about what we were see-
ing and they started organizing and gath-
ering (aid) to send.”

“Whether it’s Afghanistan, Iraq, the
U.S. or wherever, when people hear that
others are having a hard time they want
to help,” said Sgt. Brian Davis of CJTF-
180, CJ-3. “Today showed (Americans)
generosity.”

The aid was delivered to the Charikar
Orphanage, Belandey Bala Village and
Belandey Paeen Village, and will be di-
vided to three additionally villages.

The aid, carried to the villages on an
Army light tactical vehicle, was morethan
3,000 shirts, jeans, pants, skirts, T-shirt,
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underwear, jackets and blankets.

At the Afghan Red-Crescent Society,
Charikar Orphanage, Soldiers issued
clothing and blankets to more than 100
children and 30 adults. Each child re-
ceived a hat, gloves and three clothing
items, and adults received a blanket and
two clothing items.

“People of Afghanistan have endured
through a lot of hardship, they’ve suf-
fered through (numerous) wars and (the
country) is one of the poorest countries
(as a result),” said Michelson. “We
(Americans) want to pitch in and help
because we’'ve been so tremendously
blessed that we can't afford not to help.”

Michelson noted that the aid was be-
ing gathered before the holiday season
began, and “while it was nice to deliver
the aid during (the holiday season) it had
nothing to do with the spirit of giving from
the people back home.”

Conversely, Davis said he hopes the
aid teaches his children the true meaning

SEASON, from Page 1

there to save them time and effort.”

Eastman’s been working on opening the FOO store since
last summer, and he said he's happy that the project finally

came around.

The new FOO storeislocated
inside of arenovated CONEX next
to Bagram’s contracting office. In-
side the CONEX are shelves
loaded with office supplies ready
to be purchased, including com-
puter parts, printers and printer
cartridges, tools, and USB micro
drives, just to name afew.

The supplies are brought up
from local merchant Abdul Saboor,
who owns A-1 computer supply
storein Kabul.

Although the shop might not
have everything a unit needs on
site, Eastman is quick to point out
that Saboor obtain requested sup-
pliesfrom Kabul within amatter of
days.

“If they need something | can
bring it in a couple days,” said
Saboor, who's happy to start the
new business supporting the mili-

Office supplies line the walls of the newly opened FOO store here at Bagram Air Base. The FOO store
allows units to make purchases on supplies and equipment to help them accomplish their mission.

of the holidays.

“Asafather | want this (humanitarian
aid) to teach my sons that it’s not about
getting, but about giving to others,” he
said.

“The generosity of these Americans
will open new doors and bring direction
and | want my children to know that giv-
ing does that.”

Though the villagers and orphans
didn’t see the Americans who donated the
giftsof love, only the Soldierswho deliv-
ered it, Michelson hastily noted to every
elder and village representative that the
aid wasn't from Soldiers or the coalition
force, but from American families and or-
ganizations that want to show that they
care.

“We were conduits, in no way can we
take credit for this contribution,” said
Michelson. “Hopefully thisshows (Afghan
citizens) that we (Americans) are on their
side on their side and that their goals are
our goals—abetter placefor themtolive.”

tary personnel at Bagram. “Everytime | try to be honest with
the military and anytime | have any customers | try to make
them happy.”

The FOO storeis open Saturday to Thursday from 9 a.m. to
3p.m.
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Injuries expected to drop with new parachute

Story by Pfc. Eliamar Castanon
Bayonet staff writer

FORT BENNING, Ga. —Airborne Sol-
diers should expect to see anew parachute
system in the next few years that will re-
place the T-10 model that has been in use
sincethe 1950s.

The Advanced Tactical Parachute Sys-
temisexpected to decrease the landing im-
pact velocity for jumpers, provide a more
reliable reserve system than the Modified
Improved Reserve Parachute System of the
T-10 and improve the harness.

“We were looking for a parachute that
will lower the rate of descent and lessen
the impact with the hopes and expectations
that thiswould result in areductionininju-
ries,” said Joe Jones, combat development
specialist with the Directorate of Combat
Developments.

Rate of descent is the speed at which
jumpersfall to the ground.

The T-10 has been modified a number
of times but has reached the limits of its
growth. A new approach had to be taken,
Jonessaid, resulting in an entirely different
design.

The ATPS canopy is not circular in
shape, astheT-10is. It isahighly modified
cross-shaped canopy with an inflated di-
ameter 14 percent greater than that of the
T-10, with 28 percent more surface area.

Thereserve unit is acone-shaped, cen-
ter-pull deployment system. It includes apex
scoop pockets at the top of the canopy and
skirt assist lines at the system’shemto pro-
mote fast opening during low-speed mal-
functions.

The main container bag is made of
Cordura, an abrasion- and water-resistant
fabric.

Both the ATPS main and reserve cano-
pies are made of low-porosity ripstop ny-
lon with Teflon-coated suspension lines.

The entire system weighs 51.2 pounds,
compared to the T-10's 44 pounds.

The 14-percent weight increase earns
jumpers a 25-percent reduction in rate of

descent. The T-10'srate of
descentis22to 24 feet per
second, causing a strong
landing impact. TheATPS
rate of descent is 16 feet
per second, reducing the
landing impact by 53 per-
cent.

The T-10 parachute
system was designed
when the total weight of a
jumper and equipment av-
eraged 300 pounds.

During Operation Just
Cause, morethan 4 percent
of Soldiers from the 2nd
Battalion, 75th Ranger
Regiment, suffered jump-
related injuries- 28 Rang-
ers and their equipment
weighed between 350 and
435 pounds.

“The T-10 was origi-

nally intended for jumpers
who didn’t weigh what
Soldiers weigh today and
wasn't intended to carry the loads that Sol-
diers carry today,” Jones said.

Other advantages of ATPS are the re-
serve system and the harness, said Jones.
TheATPSreserve offersimproved reliabil -
ity, he said.

“The ATPS hasareliability of .95, com-
pared to the.751t0 .80 of the T-10,” he said.

The reserve is also equipped with en-
hanced deployment techniques, which
equal low opening shocks. It may be de-
ployed using either hand, offersasoft loop
closure and has a rate of descent of ap-
proximately 26 feet per second with low
oscillation.

The biggest advantage in the improve-
ments of the harness is the attaching point
of thereserve parachute system, said Jones.

When a T-10 reserve is activated, the
opening forcesarelocated inthewaist area;
essentially, this bows the jumper, he said.
ATPS reserve risers connect to the harness
in the shoulder area.

Now when the reserve canopy opens,
the opening forces are passed down

Courtesy Photo

TheAdvanced Tactical Parachute System

through the long axes of the body, minimiz-
ing the bow effect.

Theharnessisalso fully adjustable and
is compatible with the current and future
battlefield equi pment.

The T-10 and ATPS are mass tactical
parachute canopies, meaning they are not
steerable. Because these are not steerable,
distribution is managed by exit sequences
and timing, aircraft altitude and speed, wind
and canopy drift characteristics, Jonessaid.

Because ATPS is not a steerable para-
chute, test developers are still trying toin-
crease the obstacle avoidance variable
whileinthe sky or ontheground, said Ma].
Jason Craft, assistant program manager of
personal airdrop systems at the Natick Re-
search Laboratoriesin Natick, Mass.

“The bottom line is that ATPS reduces
jumpinjuriesto airborne Soldierssothey're
in better condition to go into combat op-
erations,” Craft said.

TheATPSisbeingtested at YumaProv-
ing Grounds in Yuma, Ariz., and will be
fiel ded between 2005 and 2006.
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Vaccine protects troops

By William Winkenwer der

We provide vaccinations to our armed forces for areason: to protect them from
real threats, natural and man-made. We administer vaccinations based on scientific
facts and the best medical practices.

Today, servicemembers are protected against tetanus, measl es, typhoid, hepati-
tis, yellow fever, anthrax, smallpox and other dangers. The tragic death of Spc.
Rachel Lacy remindsusthat no medical intervention isrisk-free. Independent pan-
els of medical experts that reviewed her case concluded that the five vaccinations
she received might have triggered a previously unknown, underlying autoimmune
disorder. The panels could not conclude whether any single vaccine triggered the
event.

We are applying the knowledge gained from this case so that others can benefit.
| have directed our civilian advisory panel to assess the practice of simultaneous
vaccinations, and we are di sseminating new information to military doctorsto heighten
their vigilance for adverse events.

In 2001, anthrax killed five Americans and made many more serioudly ill. Antibi-
otic treatment following the attacks proved critical in limiting theimpact. Our troops,
however, may not have an early warning; they need protection before exposure.

Voluntary immunizations put servicemembers, fighting units and military mis-
sions at risk — a risk our commanders are not willing to take, and a risk medical
science says we need not take.

Scientific knowledge behind the anthrax vaccineisimpressive. In March 2002, a
comprehensive study by the National Academy of Sciences concluded that the
anthrax vaccineis safe and effective. The Food and Drug Administration approved
the vaccine as effective against all forms of the disease. The Department of Defense
has safely administered several million vaccine doses to more than 980,000
servicemembers.

Our vaccination program is sound and sensible. We provide medical exemptions
where indicated and comprehensive education. Since restarting our anthrax vacci-
nation program in 2002, fewer than 10 servicemembers have been discharged for
refusals. Our servicemembers readily accept vaccination, understanding the ben-
efits to themselves, their units and the mission.

Vaccines keep our military fit, protected and ready to fight asateam.

(Dr. William Winkenwerder is assistant secretary of Defense for health affairs.)

STREET TALK

What's the most interesting Christ-
mas present you’ ve found out here?

“Chain mail panties at the
Bazaar.”

Sgt. Daniel Knowles,
CJTF-180

“A DVD and VCR combo at
the PX.”

Spc. Freddie Jackson,
221st Ml Bn.
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“In Qatar | bought my wife

E pink pearls.”
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Maj. Andrew
Hendrickson,
452nd CSH

“A hunk of lapis stone; it
makes a good stocking
stuffer.”

Jack Keenan,
U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers civilian
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Historic council delayed again

By Paul Haven

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) —A historic
council set to decide on anew Afghan con-
stitution has been delayed for the second
time in less than aweek, officials said Fri-
day.

Thegrand council, or loyajirga, wasto
begin Saturday but will be put off for 24
hours, said a press spokesman, Sultan
Baheen.

He said some of the 500 delegates had
still not been able to reach Kabul, in part
because of bad weather. Once they arrive,
delegates must go through an orientation,
another reason for the delay.

“Some of the delegates are still not in
Kabul so the secretariat asked the presi-
dent to postpone the opening session from
Saturday to Sunday,” Baheen said.

Lakhdar Brahimi, the United Nations
top envoy in Afghanistan, said the delay
had nothing to do with security concerns,
but was rather to allow timeto issue passes
tolate-arriving del egates.

“It's just logistical,” he said. “There's
no other problem.”

Security has been amajor issue because
of aresurgent campaign by Taliban rebels,
mostly in the south and east of the coun-
try. U.S. officials have warned that they
haveintelligence that the Taliban and their
al Qaeda allies will try to disrupt the ses-
sion, though they have given no details.

The council had at first been expected
to start on Wednesday, but delays in se-
lecting del egates and travel problemsforced
an initial postponement.

AP: U.N. may have to abandon
two-year effort in Afghanistan

By Stephen Graham

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — The
United Nations may be forced to abandon
itstwo-year effort to stabilize Afghanistan
because of rising violence blamed on the
resurgent Taliban, its top official here
warned Friday in aninterview with The As-

sociated Press.

Lakhdar Brahimi said histeam could not
continueitswork unless security improves.
He called for more foreign troops to halt
attacksthat havekilled at least 11 aid work-
ers across the south and east since March.

“Countries that are committed to sup-
porting Afghanistan cannot kid themselves
and cannot go on expecting us to work in
unacceptabl e security conditions,” Brahimi
said.

“They seem to think that our presence
isimportant here. Well, if they do, they have
got to make sure that the conditions for us
to be here are there,” he said. “If not, we
will goaway.”

U.N. callsfor international troopsto fan
out across Afghanistan’s troubled prov-
inces have grown shrill sinceaFrench U.N.
refugee worker was gunned down in the
eastern city of Ghazni in October.

The world body has suspended some
operations in regions along the border,
where Taliban militantsand their allieshave
been most active, including help to thou-
sands of refugees returning from Pakistan.

NATO, which commands a5,500-strong
peacekeeping force in the Afghan capital,
Kabul, hasagreed in principleto expandinto
the provinces. But nations have been slow
to come forward with pledges of troops.

India to send commandos to
Afghanistan after kidnappings

NEW DELHI, India (Afghan Online
Press) —Indiaisto send crack commandos
to protect Indian installations in Afghani-
stan, days after two Indian road workers
were kidnapped by Taliban militia, areport
has said.

The Hindustan Times daily Thursday
said Indo-Tibetan Border Police unitswere
being sent to the Indian consulate at
Kandahar after India’'s joint secretary for
security in Afghanistan, B.C. Katoch, gave
an assessment report “on the grave secu-
rity risks’.

The report said greater security was

also needed at other Indian consulates in
Afghanistan.

The Indian road workers were kid-
napped in Zabul province on Saturday af-
ter finishing their day’s work on the high-
way between Kabul and the main southern
city of Kandahar, Zabul security commander
Ayub Khan told AFP.

A spokesman for the ousted Taliban mi-
litiasaid they werelikely tokill thetwo road
workers “because they are not Muslims”.

Afghan officials said the pair were kid-
napped after shopping with Afghan col-
leaguesfor chickensin Bazargan villagefive
kilometres (three miles) from the highway
near Shahjoy, 280 kilometres (175 miles)
southwest of Kabul.

Three men armed with machinegunsand
Kalashnikovs stopped their car, let the Af-
ghans go and made off with the Indians
and the car.

South and southeast Afghanistan have
borne the brunt of arisein violence blamed
onresurgent Taliban forcesand their allies,
who have increasingly targeted aid work-
ersaswell as U.S. and Afghan troops.

Indian firm B. Seenaiah and Company,
employers of the two kidnapped workers,
told the Hindu newspaper they werein the
dark as to their whereabouts.

The firm’s managing director, B.
Seenaiah, said he had not yet informed the
family members of the two workers as he
did not want them to panic.

“We do not know what is happening
there and if there is any development we
will come to know of it immediately,” he
added.

Some 700 to 800 semi-skilled Indian
workers are currently in Afghanistan with
private companies, including a smattering
of highly-skilled professionals such asdoc-
tors and engineers, the paper said.

Indiahasbeen in the forefront of recon-
struction work in the country since the
Taliban was dislodged from power foll ow-
ing the U.S. global campaign against terror-
ism after September 2001.
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Bagram, Afghanistan

R&R; medicine for the war weary soul

Story by Staff Sgt. Dave S. Thompson
211" Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

CAMPASSAYILIYAH, Qatar —As
the war on terrorism continues in the
mountains, valleys and cities of Afghani-
stan, wary troopslook forward to a break
in the action and an opportunity to get
away fromit all, if only for alittle while.
Leadersat all levelsrecognize theimpor-
tance of giving their troops a breather,
thus the Rest and Relaxation program
(R&R) was put in place.

Soldiersfighting the warsin Afghani-
stan and Iraq, converge daily on the
Middle Eastern country of Qatar by the
hundreds. Touted as one of the best-
kept secretsin the region, the ultra-mod-
ern city of Doha plays host to the Ameri-
can warriorsin grand style.

“Assoon as| got off the plane it was
like stepping back into civilization,” said
Spc. Elijah Spencer, aJournalist arriving
from Kandahar Air Field (KAF).

“| can breathe freely without ingest-
ing sand and dust into my lungs. Thisis
great!” Spencer spends a good deal of
his time traveling to Afghanistan’s “hot
spots” while escorting embedded civil-
ian reporters, and this break isjust what
the doctor ordered.

Day 0 is the day of arrival on Camp
As Sayliyah Army Base, and soldiers are
quick to shrug off dusty desert uniforms
for the wrinkled civvies that have been
crammed in the bottom of their duffle
bags.

After changing, the energized sol-
diers make a mad dash to partake of the
forbidden beverage they have so
yearned for all those long, hot days in
the desert: BEER! Smiles and laughter
abound as the sandblasted Gls sip their

beersand mix and minglein asetting they
have not enjoyed since | eaving home so
many months ago.

Astechno music reverberates off the
walls with deafening loudness, soldiers
engage in conversation, each regaling
their version of the bombs and firefights,
patrols and near death experiences
they’ve had.

The next morning, Day 1, the soldiers
awoke at their leisure to the sounds of
silence. No artillery booming in the dis-
tance, no noises of helicopters, or
trucks, or rockets impacting close by.
Sgt. Kristina Martinelli from the 303
Adjutant General Postal Company raved
about the simple pleasures of having in-
door bath facilities. “It was so nice to be
able to use real flush toilets, and tiled
showers,” she said. “Everything was so
nice and clean.”

While some soldiers prepared for a
day of deep seafishing and water sports
off the base, others grabbed towels and
suntan lotion, and headed to the on-
base, state-of-the-art, Olympic size pool.
Staff Sgt. Mike Johnson from Bradenton,
Fla., dove into the pool with a splash,
then surfaced and shouted in excited
tones, “thisisthe life” at the top of his
lungs. He was beaming from ear to ear
and behaving like a man discovering
water after crossing a desert on foot.
Johnson’s enthusiasm was contagious
assoldiersin various stages of relaxation
began to clap and egg him on. Stationed
at KAF, heisthe noncommissioned officer
in charge of the Movement Control Team
at the Airflow Terminal.

“Having no responsibility for any-
thing other than to have fun is a won-
derful break,” said Johnson. Being in this
environment makes mefeel like I’ m back
homein Florida.”

The R&R program offers avariety of

events and amenities to suit most every
personality type. The poolside Chili's
Restaurant was well received by the sol-
diers, aswere the Subway, the Pizza Ex-
press and the Burger King. Add to that
the well equipped workout gym, the
video arcade and the pool and pingpong
tables, and virtually no oneisleft disap-
pointed.

Among the most sought after service
were the MWR phones and computers
for getting in touch with loved ones back
home. Topping them all however, wasthe
Day SpaParlor. Offering manicures, pedi-
cures and body massages, soldiers
would line up for appointments to be
pampered and treated like royalty.

Spc. Katharine Collinsfrom Brimfield,
Mass., lounged in one of the parlor’sre-
clining chairs while being treated to a
pedicure. Finally able to wear her hair
down after four months of duty in the
Afghan dust, she savored every moment
of her experiencein the parlor which also
included a full body massage and a
manicure.“l really wish R&R was
longer,” she said. “It needs to be four
full days instead of three.” Her friend,
Spc. Keisha Frith, a native of Jamaica,
agreed R& R should belonger. Frith spent
some of her sabbatical shopping at the
mall and dining at the Sheraton Hotel in
downtown Doha.

“| really enjoyed meeting new people
and hearing everyone’s stories,” she
said. “It gave me asmall taste of home.”

In addition to R&R not being long
enough and the three beer limit, some
soldiers complained about the difficulty
they had in getting off the Army Base.

Whether it's playing 18 holes at the
Doha Country Club, going swimming in
the Persian Gulf, or enjoying asteak din-
ner at Chili’s, R& R offers something for
everyone.



Page B2 < Freedom Watch < December 13, 2003

MuSic No tes (Compiled from CNN.com)

Y]

R. Kelly at the Billboard Music Awards

R. Kelly wins big at awards

LOSANGELES—-R&B singer R. Kély,
who faces multiple child pornography
chargesintwo U.S. states, was one of thebig
winners Wednesday at the Billboard Music
Awards, which honor the year’s top selling
artists.

Kédly, whose given nameis Robert, picked
up four prizes, asdid Destiny’s Child singer
Beyonce Knowles, who is enjoying massive
solo success outside the popular femaletrio.

Canadian Country-pop singer Shania
Twain, rapper 50 Cent and hip-hoptrio Lil Jon
& the Eastside Boyz each took home three
prizes. The awardswere handed out during a
ceremony at theMGM Grand Garden Arena
inLasVegas.

Kely wasnamed Hot 100 producer, R& B
producer, Hot 100 songwriter and R&B
songwriter. Knowleswon awardsfor Hot 100
femaleartist, new R& B artist, new femaeart-
ist and aspecia Hot 100 award for most weeks
thisyear a No. 1.

Both performed at theevent, asdid Twain
and other acts such as Evanescence, No
Doubt, Foo Fightersand Pink.

In June 2002, Kelly was charged with 21
counts of child pornography in his Chicago
hometown onthe basisof awidely circulated
videotape depicting aman having sex with a
girl policesaidwas 14 at thetime.

This past January, he was charged with
12 counts of possession of child pornogra-
phy in Miami after police said they found digi-

tal images of an underage girl. Kelly, 36, has
denied guilt, claiming the video was doctored
and the photos depict lookalikes.

His legal woes seem to have done little
harm to his career. He currently hasaTop 10
single, while hisalbum “ Chocol ate Factory,”
debuted at No. 1 earlier this year. He picked
up two Grammy Award nominationslast week.

Clinton

Clinton illegally searched

TALLAHASSEE, Fla.—Anattorney for
funk music pioneer George Clinton said Tues-
day the musician wasillegally searched be-
fore hewas charged last weekend with drug
possession.

Attorney Matt Willard said hewouldfile
an innocent plea Wednesday morning at the
Leon County Courthouse.

Clinton, 62, was arrested early Saturday
outside aconvenience store, near hisrecord-
ing studio. Police said he had a bag of crack
cocaine and a glass crack pipe. He was re-
leased on $2,650 bil.

Cocaine possession, a felony, carries a
maximum five yearsin prison. Clinton also
faces a possession of paraphernalia charge.

“It has already been determined that the
factsoutlined in the (arrest report) areinac-
curate, and at times, mideading,” Willard said
inanewsrelease. “ It appearsasif the deten-
tion, search, and subsequent arrest of Mr.
Clintonwereall unlawful.”

Tallahassee Police spokesman Stewart
Clendinen said the department stands be-
hind the factsin the arrest report.

Clinton, 63, who headed the funk bands
Parliament and Funkadelic — and the col-
laboration later known as P-Funk — in the
1970sand 1980sis considered afather of the
genre. In 1983, Clinton’ssolo record “ Atomic
Dog” roseto the top of the R& B charts.

Bobby Brown accused of hit

ALPHARETTA, Ga. —Policeconsidered
Tuesday whether to pursue charges against
singer Bobby Brown, after officersresponded
to adomestic abuse cal by hiswife Whitney
Houston at their home in this Atlanta suburb.

Officersarrived at the coupl€ shome Sun-
day evening and found Houston with a cut
upper lip and a bruised cheek, Fulton County
Police spokesman KurtisYoung said.

Houston told officersthat Brown hit herin
theface during an argument.

Young said that by thetimeofficersarrived
a the home, Brown had |eft for the airport to
catchaflightto Caifornia.

Policesaid they weretrying toreach Brown
to get his sde of the story. No one had been
arrested in the incident.
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Eli Manning wins Maxwell award

LAKEBUENAVISTA, -
Ha —Misdssppi quarterback
Eli Manning was one of four
Helsman Trophy findigts to
be honored Thursday night,
cgpturingtheMaxwell Award
asthenation’sbest dl-around
player.

Oklahomd sJasonWhite
won the Davey O’Brien
Award asthetop quarterback,
Fittsburgh’s Larry Fitzgerad
got the Biletnikoff Award for
best recaiver and Michigan's
Chris Perry earned the Doak
Waker Award astop running
back.

“I came here not expecting to win, so I'm shocked that | won it,”
Manning said after beating out Whiteand Fitzgerdd. “ The other two guys
had outstanding seasons on outstanding teams so this redly isa surprise
forme”

TheMaxwel Award oncewasagood predictor of theHeisman Trophy,
with 14 of 19 playersearning both awvardsfrom 1981-99. But thelast three
Maxwel winnersfel shortintheHeismanrace.

TheManning family knowsall about thet. Eli’solder brother, Peyton,
won the Maxwell in 1997 but finished second to Michigan's Charles
Woodson in the Heisman.

Eli Manning, who won the Maxwell
Award on Thursday, won the Johnny
Unitas Award last week.

Brown gives Dodgers OK to trade him

NEW ORL EANS—KevinBrowngavehistentativegpprova Friday to
the proposed trade that would send him from LosAngelesto the Yankees
for Jeff Weaver. New York dso closed in on signing free-agent outfielder
Kenny L aftonto atwo-year contract for about $6 million.

The Yankees and Dodgers agreed to the outline of the dedl Thursday,
two basehd | officias said on the condition of anonymity. For thetradeto
becomefind, Brown had to waive hisright to block it, both playershad to
passphysicasand the Yankeeshad to review Brown's$105 million, seven-
year contract.

WE ve pretty much compl eted everything weneeded to completewith
the Dodgers” Brown's agent, Scott Boras, said a the winter meetings.
“Now, we rededingwiththe Yankees.”

Brown's contract was the first $100 million dedl in basebdl history
whenL osAngdesagreadtoitin December of 1998. Aspart of thecontract,
theteam paysfor 12 privatejet tripsfor thepitcher’ sfamily fromitshomein
Macon, Ga, to hisin-season home or to sdlected games, and for ground
trangportation
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Winston Cup champ Kenseth honored

NEW YORK — Matt
Kenseth rememberswhen he
was going nowhere as arace
car driver.

Hewasridingsmdl tracks
inWisconsain, theglamour and
bigmoney of NASCARalong
way off.

“I thought my chance of
moving up was gone, and |
wasgoing to pend therest of
my career drivinginloca short-
track races” hesaid.

Kensgthisdoing awhole
lot better these days He'sthe
champion of NASCAR'stop
series the Wington Cup.

“Thisis the coolest fed-
ingintheworld,” Kensethsad
before Friday night's
NASCAR Awards Dinner. “I never could have thought something like this
would hgppen.”

Kenseth's nearly $9.5 million in assorted winnings this year was pre-
sented Friday. His payout indudes arecord $4.25 million from theWington
Cup pointsfund of $16.64 million distributed among thetop 25 driversinthe
SEason points.

Kensgth drove with extraordinary condgtency this seeson. He had 25
top-10finishesin 36 races. Only twicedid hefal tofinish. Heled thestandings
through amodern era-record 33 races

Matt Kenseth poses ith his champion-
ship trophy.

Jayhawks suspend forward Graves

LAWRENCE, Kan. — J&ff Graves has been indefinitdy suspended
fromtheKansashasketbal program, Jayhawkscoach Bill Seif announced
Friday. “ As of now, Jeff’s status for the remainder of the year is undeter-
mined,” SAf saidinanewsreease. “ Theremust beseriouseffort onhispart
to warrant hisreturn to the basketba| program.”

Sdf did not elaborate on the reason behind the suspension.

Graves, a6-foot-9, 255-pound forward from Lee's Summit, Mo., has
playedinal fivegamesthisyesar, averaging 15 minutes, 3.8 pointsand four
reboundsagame.

Gravesplayedindl 38 Kansasgames|ast season, when the Jayhawks
lost to Syracuse for the NCAA title. He started 25 games after Wayne
Smienwaslog for much of the season with ashoulder injury.

Gravesaveraged Six pointsand 6.8 reboundswith acareer-high of 16
points and a career-best 16 rebounds againgt Syracuse and averaged 8.7
pointsand 9.7 reboundsagamein the NCAA Tournament.
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NFL to consider extra MNF games

NEW Y ORK —NFL ownersmay beasked to consider
the possibility of two Monday night games each week to
avoid the recurring problem of meaningless late-season
gamesin the league's showcase telecast.

Commissioner Paul Tagliabue floated the ideain the
second of a two-part interview ared Thursday night on
HBO'sInsdetheNFL.

“We dliketolook to seeif we could put morethan one
gameintheprime-timewindow,” hesad. “Theonethatis
moredttractivewoul d betelecast nationdly; theother could
betdecast regionaly.”

TheMonday night scheduleisrdeasedin early pring.
Teams with winning records the previous year normally
play inthemgarity of theprime-timegames.

But sdary-cap induced parity hasled to dragtic annua
fluctuations. If this season ended now, nineof last season’s
12 playoff teamswould missthe postseason, induding the
TampaBay Buccaneersand Oakland Raiders, who played
inthe Super Bowl.

So, ABC hasbeen asking theleaguefor theflexibility to
switch aSunday gameto Monday latein aseasonto avoid
ameaninglessmatchup. Foxand CBS which havethecon-
tracts for Sunday games, have resisted, suggesting that
they would loseviewersif therewasalate switch that took
an dtractive matchup from their schedule.

Tagliabue said alate switch also would inconvenience
fanswith ticketsfor agame. His dternative would be the
twogames,

But that would ill have to be gpproved by the net-
works and the owners— perhaps at league mestings next
March. Hedid not say what financid arrangementswould
beinvolved, dthough ABC would haveto makeafinancia
concession to the network that loses a Sunday game.

Syracuse keeps Pasqualoni as coach

SYRACUSE, N.Y. — Syracuse footbal coach Paul
Pasqua oni will keep hisjob despite a6-6 seasoninwhich
the Orangemen failed to make abowl for thethird timein
four years.

“Change is necessary, yes, but not wholesale change
— more dong the lines of adjustments to the way we do
things,” ahletic director Jeke Crouthamd said a a news
conference Friday. “We don't need to lay a new founda-
tion.”

Crouthame said Pasqud oni will now beresponsiblefor
meking game-day decisions on offense. During the past
two years Pasquaoni has focused on defense.

Syracuse avoided its second Straight losing season by
defeating aweak Notre Dameteam 38-12 initslast game.
The Orangementied for next to lagt inthe Big Eadt at 2-5.
Pasqual oni has been Syracuse's coach for 13 years.

“Wearedetermined hereto examineevery aspect of our
programandimprove,” hesaid.
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Kandahar chapel hours

Sunday

+ 0500Z — Roman Catholic mass

« 0630Z — Protestant worship

« 0830Z — Latter-Day Saints
worship

Bagram chapel hours

Sunday

+ 0530Z — Catholic mass

«» 0700Z — Protestant worship

«» 0830Z — Latter-Day Saintsworship
% 1400Z — Gospd sarvice

K2 chapel hours

Sunday

++ 0300Z- Liturgicd Service

++ 0400,0730,1130Z-Generd Protestant Service
++ 0530Z-Roman Catholic Mass

% 1230Z-Later Day Saints

% 1130Z — Roman Catholic mass Monday Monday
«» 1430Z — Gospel service ++ 0700Z — Catholic mass ++ 0230Z-Devotions and Prayer
Tuesday ++ 1230Z-Caholic Mass

Monday
« 1130Z — Rosary and prayers
«» 1430Z — Gospel choir practice

«» 0700Z — Catholic mass

++ 1400Z — Protegtant Bible study
Wednexday

«» 0700Z — Catholic mass

Tueday

% 1230Z-Catholic Mass
+ 1400Z-Biblestudy
Wedneday

Tuesday + 1400Z — Protestant mid-week service ++ 0230Z-Devotions and Prayer
« 1130Z — Orthodox/Catholic Bible Thursday ++ 1230Z-Caholic Mass
study ++ 0700Z — Catholic mass ++ 1400Z-Midweek Praise Service
«» 1430Z — Protestant Bible study +¢ 1400Z — Gospd Bible study Thursday
Friday % 1230Z-Catholic Mass
Wednesday ++ 0700Z — Catholic mass Friday

< 1130Z — Roman Catholic mass
< 1430Z — Protestant mid-week
service

Thursday
«» 1430Z — Gospel Bible study

Friday

«» 0830Z — Islamic Jumaa’ h prayer

«» 1130Z — Orthodox Christian hymn
service

% 1430Z — Jewish prayer

«» 07452 — Noon-Day prayer

% 08302 —Idamic Jumad h prayer
% 1430Z — Jewish prayer
Saturday

% 1330Z — Gogpd Choair practice
« 1430Z — Bible sudy

+¢ 15157 — Catholic mass

% 1900Z — Evening Worship service

% 1400Z-Jewish Service

» 0230Z-Devations and Prayer
1230Z-Catholic Mass

+ 1400Z-Biblestudy
Saturday

% 0400Z-Jewish Service

% 1230Z-Catholic Mass

o

®,
o

CIJCMOTF chapel hours

Saturday

; Sunday Wednesday

" 05302 asﬁfge“th")ay Adventist < 1100Z — Christian service < 1900Z — Bible study - 2¢ & 4
% 1130Z — Orthodox Christian Divine 14302 — U.S. Embassy service T hur sdays

Liturgy
% 1430Z — Gospel Choir practice

+» 1900Z — Christian service

+» 1900Z — Roman Catholic mass

Bagram K2 Kabul KAF )
Ay YTy Ay TP Task Force Phoenix
§ . 1 4 f Ha 'l ) . ) ‘r. = l--'_'
W Today = & = F I : E chapel hours
e C:3 Ees e C:3 , et | paily
Hi —50F Hi — 32F Hi — 48F Hi — 37F % 1430Z— Estudio Biblico En
_ _ L o Espanol
a Lo—32F Lo—19F Lo—30F Lo—21F Sy
¥  f L4 bl % 1330Z — Catholic Mass
7 ; ' i W % 1600Z — Latter Day Saints
t Sunday = = - - = 3 c (DFAC)
PR {g S S
h dh . &8 L Tuesday
Hi —48F Hi —36F Hi —48F Hi —41F % 1530Z — Bible Study
Lo—27F Lo—18F Lo—27F Lo—23F
e S v Y _ Friday
A M, M, by < 0530Z — Protestant Service
r Monday - o il - - s 5 - % 1230Z —Choir practice
" - - i
C;S ™ C:S, ; SEpT All eventsare heldin Chepel or
Hi — 50F Hi —43F Hi — 50F Hi—48 DFAC.
Lo—27F Lo—23F Lo—27F Lo—32F




