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Special Forces takes care of its own

Story and photos by Sgt. 1% Class Dennis Beebe r ':.:
CJSOTF-A 7

BAGRAM, Afghanistan—Under aspecia contract, theU.S. Army Spe-
cia Forces has made arrangements for Atlas Telecommunications to vist
BagramAir Fidd and severd | ocationsthroughout Afghanistan and makelife
much better for the Specia Forces troops living there and in the outlying
firebases.

AtlasisaSystemsIntegrator focusing mainly onmilitary clients, provid-
ing wirdess communications, microwave radio frequency (RF), ultrachigh
frequency (UHF), very high frequency (VHF) and satellite communications
to troops Stationed dl around the world.

They have been contracted to make available broadband wird essinternet
systems with high speed Internet services, Internet Protocol (1P) telephone
sarvices to U.S. service members in Afghanistan, starting with the Specia
Forces main camp at Bagram Air Base and then to eight of the outlying
firebases.

Atlaswill bring with themto each site, equipment madeinVirginia(satd-
lite modems) and South Carolina (satellite dishes) and in amatter of afew a
hourshave set up and made operationa thesystemto providetoll freecalling
tothe United Statesaswell astheability tocal themain camp at Bagramor
the other firebases that are connected to the same system. Along with the
Internet Protocol tel ephone services come the high-speed Internet connec-

Atlas is a Systems Integrator focusing mainly on military clients,

See SPECIAL, Page 3

providing wirelesscommunications, microwaveradio frequency (RF),
ultra-high frequency (UHF), very high frequency (VHF) and satel-
lite communications to troops stationed all around the world.

SAM hits cargo jet; ops continue in Iraq

Story by Jim Garamone
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON —Baghdad Internationd
Airport was closed to dl civilian traffic after a
DHL cargoaircraft washit by surface-to-air mis-
siles Nov. 22, cadition officids said during a
press conference today in Baghdad, Irag.

ThreeU.S. soldiersalsowerekilledinlrag,
sadArmy Brig. Gen. Mark Kimmitt, deputy op-
erationsdirector for Combined Joint Task Force
7. Kimmitt said gunfire was involved in the

degths of the soldiers, but would not comment
further.

Cadition officidssaid theairport will con-
tinue to receive military flights, but flights by
civilian aircraft carrying military supplies and
humanitarian goods cannot use the facility.
Kimmitt saidthecivilian DHL aircraft reported
an emergency south of Baghdad and made an
emergency landing. Thethree-member crew is
safe, hesad.

The plane gpparently was hit by a surface-
to-air misslelaunched from an areasouth of the
arport. Therewas extensve damageto the | eft
wing of theaircraft, Kimmitt said. U.S. Air Force

personnd are investigating the incident.

The generd said codition offensve opera
tions continue the length and breadth of Irag.
He said the attacks anti-coalition forces are
launching on coalition troops are “insgnifi-
cant.” Kimmitt said the codition is facing an
enemy that cannot defeat it militarily. “In en-
gagement after engagement, we seethe enemy
breaking off and running away,” hesaid. “Mili-
tarily, their attacksareinsgnificant againgt coa-
litionforces”

See IRAQ, Page 4

English/Dari phrase of the day: Thank you, I'm fine - Tashakor man khub hastam
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World News (Compiled from CNN.com)

The United Statesis considering handing some
dutiesover to former membersof thelragi army.

Rumsfeld: Officials mull
recalling Iragi army units

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary
Donad Rumsfeld said Tuesday that the Penta-
gonandtheCodlition Provisond Authority are
discussing thefeasibility of recalling somelragi
army unitsashigh asthe mid-officer rank.

Rumsfeld was responding to a question
about a letter from two senators to President
Bush about the “need to speed up the process
by which Iragis assume greater responsibility
for their own security.”

“It is a question that is moving around in
the department andinthe Codlition Provisiona
Authority, and | believe possibly withthe[Iraqi]
Governing Council, and it's complicated,”
Rumsfeldsaid.

Hesad someformer Iragi soldiershavebeen
hired to work in the police, civil defense and
border security forces.

Hesaid hedid not know if it is* possibleto
actudly reach back in and see if units below
some officer level” — but not too close to the
Saddam Hussein regime—can bebrought back,
but the discussion is taking place.

Rumsfeld did not specify what the top of-
ficer level might be but said some people have
mentioned lieutenant, captain or colondl.

Theletter from Sens. Carl Levin, aMichigan
Democrat, and Richard Lugar, an Indiana Re-
publican, was written two weeks ago and re-
leased Tuesday.

It said the new Iragi army, “whichisbeing
crested from scratch, currently has less than
1,000 members. We cannot afford to transfer
security functionsto Iragis at that dow a pace.
Thequicker wegettheNew Iragi Army inplace,
the more security we arelikely to have and the
better-off Iraqwill be.”

The senators also pointed out that lyad
Allawi, who was presiding officer of the Iraqi
Governing Council a thetime, wroteanopinion
articlein The New York Times |last month that
cdled for the recall of Iragi Army units a the
mid-officer level and below.

The senators said those ranks contained
oldiers “that Saddam Hussein did not trust”
and that “ refused to fight for him.

“They would have to be vetted, of course,
to remove high-ranking Baathists,” the letter
sad, referringtotheregime spolitical moverment.

Yemen arrests al Qaeda leader

(CNN) —Yemeni security officids Tuesday
arrested asenior d Qaedaleader who played a
major rolein planning the deadly October 2000
terror atack onthe USSCole, theofficid Yemeni
news agency Saba reported.

The news agency said Mohammed Hamdi
a-Ahdal surrendered to security forces after
they surrounded a home where he was hiding
west of Sanaa, the capita of Yemen.

“He had to give himsdf up to police” an
Interior Ministry source was quoted as saying.

U.S intdligenceofficidsconfirmedd-Ahdd
was captured by Yemeni security forces.

According to the Sabareport, d-Ahdd re-
ceived about $500,000 from sources outside
Yemen to fund terror attacks insde the Arab
nation.

The report said he had a primary planning
roleintheattack onthe USS Cole, inwhich an
explosives-laden dinghy blew up and ripped a
holeinthesideof theship, killing 17 U.S. salors.

Authorities said that attack was spear-
headed by a Qaedaleader Ali Qaed Senyand-
Harthi, who was killed last year when an un-
manned CIA dronefiredaHdlfiremissleonhis
car inesstern Yemen.

TheSabareport ssidad-Ahda wasthe*main
partner” of d-Harthi.

U.S.intelligence officidssaid d-Ahda re-
mainsinthecustody of Yemeni security forces.
Oneofficid caledthecapture”important.”

The officids sad d-Ahda is a sgnificant
player withtheterrorist groupin Yemen, where
he has been involved in planning past opera-
tions. Heis"well worth capturing,” oneofficia
sad. U.S. officidsdonot expect d-Ahdd tobe
turned over to the United States because heis

wanted for crimesin Yemen and is a Yemeni
dtizen.

TheU.S. officidssadthat whiled-Ahdd is
an important figure in the Yemeni branch of a
Qaeda, they do not believe heisthe No. 2 per-
sonintheterror group there. Yemenisthean-
cestra homeof Osamabin Laden.

Dru Sjodin went missing late Saturday, after |eav-
ing work. Police believe she may be abducted.

Hundreds show up to search
for missing college student

GRAND FORKS, North Dakota— Hun-
dreds of volunteers lined up Tuesday to join
the search for a University of North Dakota
student who has been missing since Saturday.
Police believe she may have been abducted.

Dru Sodin, a22-year-old senior in graphic
arts from Pequot Lakes, Minn., was last seen
|ate Saturday afternoon, as shewasleaving the
ColumbiaMall in Grand Forkswheresheworked.

Her mother, LindaWal ker, said her daugh-
ter was talking to her boyfriend on her cdll
phone about 5 p.m. Saturday when her boy-
friend heard her say, “Oh, my God.” Walker
said the phone then went dead.

On Tuesday morning, thevolunteerswere
given identification badges and assigned to
teams, then bused to an areaeast of thecity to
searchfor Sodin.

“l wasup dl night, because |’ vejust been
itching to get out and do this,” said Jerrod
Arneson, one of the searchers. “You never
think something like this would happen here,
and when it does, you want to do something.”

The search was concentrated on an area
around Fisher, Minn., east of Grand Forks,
where police had traced a call from Sodin's
cell phone.
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tionsthat will speed up the accessand cut down onthewait timefor web
usage.

There will be only a dight delay when spesking to the phonesin
America Infact, therewill bealonger delay when spesking to somebody
herein this country because the transmission hasto go over tothe U.S.
off the satdllite and then back up to the satellite to get back here. Voice
phones take more bandwidth than data exchange, so there will be fewer
phones available than there are data ports for computers.

Thecrew from Atlascomesfrom awide and varied background:

Don Baker, company vice president, comesfrom Cdiforniabut now
splitshistimebetween Virginiaand Dubai.

GhassanHousainy isoriginally fromIrag, at AsNafal near Baghdad.

TameerlanAgilayev isfrom Kazakhstan and Mohammed |smail and
DayaShankar arebothfromIndia.

They aredl based in Dubai and travel extensvely.

Thisteam has made arrangementsto travel to selected firebasesand
st up equipment to provide broadband connectivity to the SOF person-
nel inthefield, wheretherehasbeenllittleserviceavailable. Theteamsat
the firebases have Internet access that is spotty at best, and they are
alowed one 15-minute period per week on the Iridium satdllite phones
that the teams have with them.

Thesystem at Firebase Chapman at Khowst took only two hoursand
15 minutesto sat up and maketotally operationd from sart tofinish. The
men at Firebase Chapman were fully prepared when the Atlas team ar-
rived. They had an arealeveled and prepared for the 2.4-meter satellite
dish, with 60 or so sandbagsa readly filled reedy for stability onthefeet of
the base. A plan had been laid out for where each of the phones were
going and which common areain the camp was to be set up with drop
lines for the Internet access computers.

“We set anew record for setup. We usualy time each setup and this
onewent fast because of al the preparation the Special Forcesteam had
aready made. We pulled the dish and the hardware out of the box, as-
sembled it in place, hooked up the spectrum analyzer to fine-tune its
aiming position &t its proper azimuth and correct declination to ook for
(thesatellite),” said Don Baker. “Wedtarted with abit of asat-back when
we discovered a bag of mounting and assembly bolts for the dish was
missing. But, luckily, | hadincduded anextrasetinour kit bag, sowewere
soon right back on track.”

TheAtlas crew, with hel p from the Specia Forces, Civil Affairsand
PSY OP soldiersstationed at Chapman Field, ran atwin ‘ Comscope’ co-
axia cablefromthesatdlitedishintotheteam’scommon areawherethe
modem and switching equipment wasplaced, dongwithaUninterruptible
Power Supply (UPS) which alowsfor one and one haf hours of opera-
tion without power as well as acting as a surge protector and power
stabilizer for the system.

By the time the dish was assembled, the sandbags had been deliv-
ered and unloaded, ready to be placed onthe base of thedish system. Mr.
Ghassan Housainy then connected his laptop and started running diag-
nogtics of the system before shortly announcing that al was well and
they could gtart using the system.

“I amredly looking forward to e-mail with sanity —I havetriedfor two
sraight daystologonwithnoluck. Itisvery intermittent. GettingthelP
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The system at Firebase Chapman at Khowst took only two hours and 15
minutesto set up and maketotally operational from start tofinish. Themen
at Firebase Chapman werefully prepared when the Atlasteam arrived.

phoneisarea bonus, aswearelucky to get fivegood minutesof talk time
after getting st up and connected with the Iridium. Plusthe cost for this
phone is something ridiculous like $5 or $7 per minute” said Sgt. Jay
Chridtian, Civil AffairsTeam at thefirebaseat Khowst.

Severa telephoneswere unpacked and set out on 3.3 meter connect-
ing cords. It isasimple processto dial your homeareacodeand home
phone number. These are high end phoneswith afull range of services,
likevoicemessaging, call waiting and al theother featuresmodern phones
now have available. Soon therewill bemuch longer phonecordsrunand
strung to reach the areas dready set up for the communication that will
soon be flowing across the skies back and forth between loved ones.

“When you are connected it islike you are just down theblock. The
firg thing my wife said was, *When did you get back to the States?’ said
Sgt. Mgj. Hdlam, of Firebase Chgpman. “Thereisnodday anditisvery
dear”

This scene repeats itsdlf at each firebase, with the only difference
being the stages of preparation on the ground. This Situation is totally
mission dependant for theteams getting the system. Someof thefirebases
are more involved with patrols and missons to dedicate much timein
preparation and setup.

TheAtlasteam returnsto Bagram for ashort layover before heading
to the southern end of Afghanigtan, ingtaling the system at three more
firebases there during the next 15 days.

“Thecustomersarevery happy andthey arestacked up likecordwood,
waiting to get on the phone or get on-line. We had guyscoming upto us
aswe areloading out in Deh Rawod, profusely thanking us and saying
that thiswasthe best Christmas present ever!,” said Baker.

Other organizations, redlizing the benefits of the sysem arein con-
tractua negotiationswith Atlasto bring theteam back into the country to
ingtall thismodern communication system for mored ementsof the Task
Forcein Afghanigtan.
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Reporters asked how U.S. troops have changed tactics
againg the enemy that seemsto want to get closer to codition
troops. “ There are of fensive operationsthat we have conducted
recently — Iron Hammer, lvy Cyclone, Rifle Blitz— that are
causing us to get awful close to the enemy as well,” Kimmitt
sad. “Every time we fight them, we win. Our soldiers are not
afraid of thisenemy. Thisenemy is not well-trained; he may be
clever attimes” Hesaid overall the country remainsstable, and
dl forcesareonthedert.

Kimmitt provided stetigtics showing the breadth of codition
effortsinIrag. Overdl, forcesmade 2,043 patrols, conducted 16
raids and captured 182 men. Inthe northern part of the country,
the 101t Airborne Division dso conducted seven “ cordon-and-
knock” operationsand conducted anumber of no- noticetraffic
sopsinwhich 16 individuas were detained. “ Two of theindi-
viduadswerecarrying $81,000inU.S. cash,” Kimmitt said.

Alsointhenorth, another sign of areturnto normal wasthe
first passenger train from Syria arriving at the Mosul train sta-
tion, the generd said.

Inthe Baathist Triangle, soldiersof the4th Infantry Division
continued Operation Ivy Cyclone II. The soldiers captured 12
people. Soldiersa so conducted araid in Baqubaand captured a
lieutenant genera of theformer Iragi army. The soldiers seized
rifles, ammunition and documents.

Soldiersd so searched anarea 15 kilometerseest of Baadfor
two people suspected on launching attacks on coalition person-
nel. “Indl, nine people were captured, a ong with weapons an
ammunition,” Kimmitt said.

In Baghdad, the 1t Armored Divison has launched the
third phase of Operation Iron Hammer. Soldiers conducted 568
patrols and captured more than 40 people.

In the 82nd Airborne Division's sector, raids netted 35 en-
emy personnd. Kimmitt said those people had 12 Syrian pass-
ports and an Egyptian passport.

The Multinational Division Centra/South based around
Hillah conducted a number of patrols and captured 11 Iragis
aong with ammunition and wegpons. In Basra, the British-led
forces dso conducted patrols— often with Iragi police— and
detained eight people, Kimmitt said.

Bagram Air Base
MWR presents

“The Time Machine’

1530Z at the MWR building:
Hoping to alter the events of the past, a
19th century inventor instead travels
800,000 yearsinto the future, where he finds
humankind divided into two warring races.

Tomor row’smovie “Reign of Fire’

Llocal weather

TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER FORECAST:

Today Thursday
Bagram: Clear Partly Cloudy

H: 57F H: 55F

L: 25F L: 28F
Kandahar: Dusty Dusty

H: 57F H: 59F

L: 36F L: 36F
Kabul: Dusty Haze

H: 57F H: 57F

L: 30F L: 30F
Uzbekistan:  Partly Cloudy Partly Cloudy

H: 54F H: 53F

L: 28F L: 30F

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team
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Skiles expected to be named Bulls coach
CHICAGO - It appears John

Paxson is counting on Scott Skilesto

toughen up the Chicago Bulls.

The Chicago Sun-Timesisreport-
ing that theBullsareexpected to name
Skilesastheir coach at aFriday news
conference.

After a disappointing 4-10 start,
the Bullsfired Bill Cartwright on Mon-
day and named scout Pete Myers as
interim coach.

Myerswill run theteam for back-
to-back games Tuesday and Wednes-
day at Dallas and San Antonio.

Paxson, the Bullsgenera manager,
vowed that thedismissd of Cartwright
“represented the first change, but not necessarily the last.”

Paxson apparently wantsatough-minded disciplinarian after many
believed Cartwright was too soft on the players and Skiles appearsto
fill thehill.

The39-year-old Skilescompileda116-79recordin 2 1/2 seasonsas
coach of the Phoenix Suns, but probably is best known for hisintense
demeanor as a player and a coach. He once went after Los Angeles
Lakers center Shaquille O'Neadl during an altercation and reportedly
clashed with Jason Kidd and Rodney Rogersin Phoenix beforeresign-
ing as coach during the 2000-01 season.

Scott Skileswon 50 gamesin con-
secutive seasonswith Phoenix.

Beamer to stick with Randall as team’s

only quarterback against Virginia

BLACKSBURG, Va.—VirginiaTech'srotating quarterback experi-
ment isfinished and Bryan Randall will bethe only quarterback sched-
uledto play against Virginia, coach Frank Beamer said.

Randdll, ajunior, has started every gamethis season for the Hokies
(8-3), but yid ded the positionto MarcusVick for most of gamesagainst
Miami and Pittsburgh.

Randall also took a seat for the second quarter of games at Temple
and againgt Boston College, the latter after the Hokies rolled up 238
yardsinthefirst quarter, took a17-101ead onthefirst play of the second
quarter and seemed poised torall.

Instead of keeping the red-hot Randall in the game, Beamer sent
Vick out for thefirgt drive in the second quarter. The Hokieslost their
offensiverhythym and managed just 47 yardsin the next two quarters.
TheEaglesrdliedfor a34-27 victory.

L ater, aseething Randall wasleft watching hiswords, but wonder-
ing if hewould be part of acontinuing quarterback situation with Vick
for al of next season, too.
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Beamer put that possibility to rest, at least for this week, and said
Tuesday that he's not really interested in rehashing coaching deci-
sions about the quarterbacks.

“Every decision that was made about our quarterback situation
was well thought out, much talked about. We as a coaching staff
thought we were doing theright thing and that’stheway itis,” hesaid.
“Youlearnfromit and goonto play Virginia.”

Beamer also said the decision isnot areflection on Vick’sfuture.

“1 cantell youthat | have great confidencein MarcusVick. | think
he's had allittle bit of bad luck to be honest with you,” Beamer said,
listing atouchdown passthat was called back against Temple and what
looked like pass interference that was not called against Pittsburgh,
depriving the Hokiesof acrucid latecompletion.

Marlins trade Lee to Cubs for Choi

CHICAGO —Thebregkupof
the FHoridaMarlins has begun.

The World Series champions
traded first baseman Derrek Leeto
the Chicago Cubson Tuesday ina
cogt-cutting measure, getting Hee
Seop Choi and aminor leaguer to
benamed.

Morededscouldfollow.

“Thereweretwo mainressons
for the move. One is, obvioudy,
weneedto achieveour god of op-
erating within our payrall,” Mar-
linsgenerd manager Lary Banfest
sad. “Two, wewant to make sure
we have the gppropriate aloca-
tionsto retain our core pitching.”

The Marlins insist their
offseason changes won't be as
dredtic as the ones &fter they won
their firs World Seriestitlein 1997.
That team waan't just broken up, it was blown up, with the best pieces
sripped and sold to the highest bidder like so many spare parts.

But Horidadoeshavetowatchitsbudget. It wontheWorld Serieswith
a$54 millionpayrall, anditwould cost morethan $80 millionjust tokegpthe
current squad intact.

Second baseman Luis Cadlillo, catcher Ivan Rodriguez and closer
UguethUrbinaaredl freeagents. Third baseman MikeLowel, right fielder
Juan Encarnacion and starting pitchers Brad Penny and Mark Redman are
amongalong ligt of playersdligiblefor sdary arbitration.

Leedsoisdigiblefor arbitration, and hissdary isexpectedtogofrom
$.25milliontoat lesst 6 million. By trading him, theMarlinssaid they were
ableto offer right-hander A.J. Burnett acontract.

Derrek Leebatted .341 with fivehome
runsand 20 RBI sin September, then
had 15 hits and eight RBIs in the
postseason.
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Copter crash blamed on engine failure

By Thomas Wagner

BAGRAM, Afghanistan (AP) — Engine failure, not enemy fire, may
havedowned aU.S. transport helicopter inAfghanistan, Pentagon officids
sad yedterday, as 0ldiers at the scene searched the burned wreckage of
thecrashthat killedfiveU.S. servicemen.

The MH-53 trangport helicopter, which can carry up to 55 people,
crashed Sunday just after leaving Bagram Air Base to support a specid
military operation by the U.S-led codition in northeastern Afghanistan.
Eight soldiersa so werewounded.

U.S military officidsa Bagramand Centrd Commandin Tampa, Ha,,
had been invedtigating the cause—including whether it was shot down by
rocket firefrompro-Tdibanmilitants.

But at the Pentagon, officids said yesterday there was no indication
thehdicopter washit by hodtilefire. Somesort of engineproblemmay have
caused the crash, the officids said, speaking on condition of anonymity.

At the scene, againgt abackdrop of snow-topped mountainsand hills,
between 15 and 20 U.S. soldiers guarded and searched the burned-out
copter. It crashed in pieces near ariver thet runsthrough asmal farming
villagedeepinthe Bagramregion, only ssvenmilesfromtheU.S. ar base.

Afghan Mudim villagerslooking on said they saw the chopper crash
just before sunset Sunday as they ended ther daily fast during the holy
month of Ramadan.

“I saw the hdlicopter crashing, breaking into pieces and catching fire.
Part of it fell into theriverbed here” Marg Jan said, adding he did not see
anything striketheaircraft.

AtBagramAir Base, U.S. military spokesmanMg. Richard Sater sad
theaircraft had just | eft thebasein support of Operation Mountain Resolve,
launched by U.S. and Afghan soldiers Nov. 7 in eastern Nuristan and
Kunar provinces. He refused to say how many soldiers the copter was
carrying, or whether it was dropping off or picking up coditionforces.

“It certainly istragic,” Sater said of thecrash.

At anews conference in the capital, Kabul, Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Omar Samad said: “ The Afghan people are saddened by thistragic
event.”

Bagram Air Base, just north of Kabul, ishome to mogt of the 11,600
codition forcesin Afghanistan. An additiona 5,500 international peace-

keeperspatrol the capitd.

Two U.S. men sentenced to 18 years

in plot to help Taliban wage war
LOSANGEL ES (AFP) — Two admitted conspirators got 18-year
prisontermsfor plotting to help Afghanistan’s Taliban wagewar against
the United States, justice officia stold AFP.
Judge Robert Jones, sitting in the northwest U.S. city of Portland,
Ore., branded Jeffrey Battle, 33, and Patrice Lumumba Ford, 32, “first
classtraitors’ after they admitted to conspiring to help the Taliban fight

(Compiled by CIJTF-180 Public Affairs)

U.S. forces, prosecutors said.

“They are traitors,” Assistant U.S. Attorney Charles Gorder told
AFP after the pair admitted to a single charge of seditious conspiracy
under apleabargain dedl.

“Itwaswhat thejudge called them: first classtraitors,” Gorder said.

“They have somekind of twisted notion of their religion. They were
fascinated by fighting in the jihad.”

Battle and Ford admitted planning to travel to Afghanistan to fight
alongsidemembersof a Qaeda sterror network and the Taliban against
U.S. forces, the U.S. Justice Department said.

Thepleasby thepair, bothMudimsand U.S. citizens, brought to six
the number of members of the so-called Portland terror cell who have
confessed to charges in connection with helping the fundamentalist
Talibanand a Qaeda.

Ford also admitted that after the Sept. 11 attacks on U.S. targets, he
purchased a shotgun and then conducted weapons training on two
occasons at agrave pit in Washington state, with other co-defendants.

The pair dso admitted flying to China with several other defen-
dants in an unsuccessful attempt to enter Pakistan, en route to Af-
ghanistan.
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