4th Afghan National Army NCO Course Graduates
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On August 14th, at the Kabul Military Training Center (KMTC), 104 proud Afghan National Army (ANA) non-commissioned officers (NCOs) graduated from the fourth ANA NCO Course.  The ceremony was attended by several Afghan Ministry of Defense (MOD) and Coalition leaders who spoke of the NCOs’ responsibilities to their soldiers and the ANA.  Major General (MG) Juma Naser, of the Ministry of Defense, expressed the importance of a strong NCO Corps to the ANA.  “In the past, NCOs were not very important, but now, rightfully so, we recognize that you are the key trainers of our soldiers.”  He went on to speak about upcoming historical events affecting the future of Afghanistan.  “The Constitutional Loya Jirga and next year’s elections will be key developments in the reconstruction of our country.  Your leadership within the ANA will greatly contribute to the success of these important events.” 

Each Coalition member plays a critical part in building the ANA.  The British Army, in this instance, has the responsibility of administering NCO training.  The challenging four- week course tests the professional abilities of the NCOs in a broad range of subjects such as leadership skills, running live-fire ranges, and teaching classes.  This 4th NCO class will be the last group led primarily by the British.  This is significant because future classes will be conducted primarily by Afghan National Army instructors, with gradually diminishing British assistance as more Afghan instructors become qualified.  The British Army, in turn, will now focus on administering a more senior-level NCO Course.
An important part of the ceremony was the presentation of hard-earned awards; the highlight being that of Sergeant (SGT) Del Agha, a 23 year old Pashtun from Kapisa Province, receiving the best student award.  SGT Agha serves as an example of the multi-ethnic diversity of the newly created ANA.  After the conclusion of the ceremony, SGT Agha shared his views by expressing his appreciation for the excellent instruction he received from the British.  He now has the confidence to go out and teach tactics and weapons training to his soldiers; but this will have to wait, since he has been chosen to be an instructor in the next NCO course (where he will have an opportunity to teach many soldiers).  Professionals, like SGT Agha, are what makes the ANA the organization it is quickly becoming; a strong, proud, and disciplined army.  
SGT Agha Receives Award from MG Naser





Newest NCOs Pass Reviewing Stand
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