12 April 2003 B
Interview with Lt _ ‘
COL “ﬁ E I'm interviewing Lt- Go ahead Lieutenant. - State your name, rank,

| social. security number and billet, please.

- i1 PP X XX-XXXX. Charlic Company, 3" Platoon, Rifle Platoon

Commander.

COL‘K.my narne is Colonel -a.nd under the direction of

~ board pres1dent Bngadler General William F. Hodgkms we’re mvestlgatmg a fnendly fire
mc1dent that occurred on 23 March 03 near An Nasiriyah, Iraq. Thls mveshgatlon, conducted
under DOD Instmct;on 6055.7 is separate and apart from any other i mvestlgatlon which may

- have been conducted concerning this incident. The purpose of ‘thisvinvestigation is to produce a
publicly releasable report on the facts and circumstances surrounding this incident and gather

and preserve evidence for use in claims, litigation, disciplinary actions, adverse administrative -

B proceedmgs and for all other purposes. Your sworn tesumony to me may be used for any proper -

purpose and may be released to the pubhc Addmonally, the chain of command w111 review the

ﬁnal report. Do you understand what I have just read to you?

LT - Yes, Sir.

COL-inélly, do you also understand that you’re being interviewed as a witness
in this friendly fire investigation and ackno_wledge that no promise of eonﬁdentiality has been

extended to you?
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| LT-: Yes, Sir.

N 4

: COL~D0 you solemnly swear or afﬁrm that the testlmony you are about to give in

the matter now under mvestlgauon shall be the truth and nothmg but the truth, so help you God?
LT QR Yes, si-
COL-' OK,-f you would review for me, please, as we mentioned earlier,

the actlons that occurred after you crossed the northern bridge, where you were relat1ve to
Charlie Company that was there and when you first became aware that there wasa fnendly

- aircraft running on you, any damage, WIA, KIAs thatyou were aware of due to that incident or
damage to vehicles and any information about the A-10 as far as ordinance that you witnessed or
thought you witnessed, running headings of the airoraft, and any actions you or anybody else

took to stop the air or get it off you including radios or aﬁything else that was used.

LT- Yes, Sir. To describe where it was, I have to back up to Ambush Alley. Wehad -
done a bump plan south of'the south bridge, so we had doubled up into two tracks. We were
movmg through Ambush Alley receiving small arms and RPGs at the tlme I'was in the lead

track of our platoon and we were the second platoon back movmg through. We recelved an RPG
hit to our Amtrack, right rear. The track was then on fire. Just by looking I saw pe@le‘
everywhere that we had several casualties in the back Lost comm immediately, continued to hit
the dnver on the head and we pushed over the north bridge into a safer area, what I thought was

a safer area, pulled do_wn, track was then engulfed in ﬂames. Pulled down probably 500 meters '
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north of the north bridge, at the tlme, maybe a- little bit further, maybe 800 Proceeded to get
everyone off the track, mcludmg the Wounded off to the east side of the road. Told the machine
Igun team to go to the west side, took the remainder and put them on the berm on the east side, .
Probably used seven Marines to load the casualties into First Sergea'nt’s track, who had then
\pulled up. Turned the names over of the four Marines who were injured from the RPG attack to
the First Sergeant Then I took all the Marines that had helped load the casualties across to the
| west side of the road now, to assist that machine gun team. By the time I got over there,- there o
was aplatoon just to the south of us and several squads to the north of us, possibly a whole
platoon They started assault to the west, to that marshy area out there We were recelvmg
mdirect and dJrect fire at the tlme and we began our assault west through that area. I hadno
comm at the time. It was destroyed in the RPG attack. My RTO was also hit at the time. He |
was already gone with the First Sergeant. As we assaulted forWard we kept inbound with the
 Marines who were let’c(and right of us assuming that they were platoons. We assaulted forward
probably a good 3(_)0.meters, maybe 260-300 meters. Ithen realized that they were pulling back -
towards the tracks. Kind of confused at the time cause I didn’t have comm. Just started look:ing.

" ‘back and started seemg people waving us back towards the tracks. The Marines to my left and

~right were a]ready loading onto the tracks We started makmg our way back toward the track.

These tracks were now, poss1bly four of them, off the road to the west side. They were also
providing overhead fire for us and all that. We started makmg our way toward the track. We
were just getting to the back of one of the tracks or getting to one of the tracks and was trying to
.ta]k to someone up there in one of the hatches up there to find out what was going on, why we . F
were reloading. And that’s When the first strafe hit. I don’t know if vt_hat was the first overall
strafe, but that was the first strafe that affected us. All the Marines that I was with, We‘were

- J-165 .




scattered about. . .a little bit scatrered about. F irst strafe hit, it was cbmiﬁg from the west, the

_southwest direction.

| ACOL-From:the west to the east?

LT - Yes Sir. Took out several of my Marmes nght then LCp-was killed

mstantly Cpl.vas hit, LCpl- LCpl myself and a couple of others may

' have been hit. At that time I thought the entire track had also taken some damages, and then
loaded all of the casualtles onto the track w1th the as31stance of some of the other Marines. Also
' the deceased loaded them on the track. Iranup to the TC again, to another track that was sitting -

there..

coLil

B TCo

T- The commander, the driver’s hatch of the track, Started screammg up to them to

oo P incst ity ot S !

ran back, ~helpqc_1 continued loading some casualties and the strafing .continued. I don’t know
how many there was at that time. Td say at 1east three or four. We just kept hitting the deck
and.... A track just to the south of us was hit then. Kiled Co o wes in the back of

the track.

COL -Do you know what it was hit by?
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| LT- A-10, Sir. rd be.eh':strafed eight times during Operation o;sgrt Storm by an A-10.
I know exactly what they sotmd like, Of .course YOu hear the roﬁnds first and then'you hear the

l chain...the gatling gun, whatever the hell it i ison there I remember looking up for it poss1b1y
once, twice to find it in the air. I knew exactly what it was though. I couldn’t beheve 1t was

.happemng again. I then saw a second platoon which was just to the north and started hauhng ass
over to them cause I saw an antenna in the air. Snatched up their RTO, got on the radio putiton

‘ the battalion freq, Which is battalion, I carr’t remember if it was TAC 1 or 2. But Iputit on the -

tank freq, called straight for TIMBERWOLF 6, and started calling check-fire, check-fire.
coL W 1o is TIMBERWOLF 62

LT - CO. Started screammg check-ﬁre check-fire, check-fire. I don’t know how many

times I sa1d it. The response

COL\N 5o who?

LT- TIMBERWOLF 6. They kept askmg, where are you at? What’s going on? We'’re
] receiving friendly air north of the north bridge, I gat/e a buffer in there. I said our location is
1-,500 meters north of the north bridge. The straﬁngs continued in the same time we wete -
'recervmg arty in, and direct fire still so, there was a difference. You knew when that strafing

- was hitting and they were a hell of a lot more accurate I believe the strafing then began to move
more south of us toward the tracs that were toward the bridge at the time, affectmg those tracs

down there
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COL— th_an yoﬁ;falked to TIMBERWQLF, were you talkmg to the actual. 2

You were talking to the actual.'

LT -: Yes, Sir. Soon after that, within a couple minutes, I’m sure, seemed like forever,
the friendly air fire did cease: I’d say, I don’t even know about the time after that, a bit after that |

thoﬁgh, the indirect ceased also. Still receiving small arms, that was pretty much it for the air

 portion of it. I then called up PANZER 5.

coL RS vho's PANZER 52

LT - Tank XO. He had HAWK, in fact, which is there FAC and talked to PANZER 5,

© didn’t talk to HAWK at all, and proceeded to call them up and tell them where friendlies were

located and they drove awhile, and crept over the bridge and 1 signaled to them two or three
times and they finally made it up to my pos and they sat there and blocked the road to the north,

then the rest of the bat_taIion pretty much moved up there after that. That’s pretty much it, Sir.

COL -ln cloSing, I want to remind you that this is an official ixiterview and direct

'_ that you not discuss your testimony with anyone without the board’s permission or until the

_report has been officially released to the public. Do you understand?

LR Yes, sir.
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12 Apr 03

COL.Please state your name, rank, social Eecuﬁty number and your billet, please.

LT- Yes, Sir. —xst Lieutenant, AAA Platoon Comander,

1* Battalion, 2™ Marines.

OL-OK,-y name is Colonel-d under the direction of the
board president, Brigadier General William F. Hodgkjns we’re mvestlgatmg a fnendly fire
mcldent that occurred on 23 March 03 near An Nasmyah, Iraq This investigation, conducted
| under DOD Instruction 6055 7 1s\ separate and apart from any other mvesugatlon that may have
' been conducted concerning this incident, The purpose of th1s investigation is to produce a
pubhcly releasable report on the facts and circumstances surroundmg’ this incident and gather |
and preserve ev1dence for use in claims, litigation, disciplinary actions, adverse admmstratlve
- proceedings and for a]l other purposes. Your sworn testlmony to me may be used for any proper
purpose and may be released to the public. Addltlonally, the chain of command will rev1ew the |

final report. Do you understand. what I have just read to you?

ILT- ‘Yes, Sir.

COL-Fmally, do you also understand that you are bemg interviewed as a witness
in th1s fnendly fire investigation and acknowledge that no promise of conﬁdentlahty has been

extended to you?
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| iLT - Yes, Si.

‘

COL‘ Do you solemnly swear or affirm that the testimony you are about to give in

the matter now under mvestlgatlon shall be the truth and nothing but the truth, so help you ‘God?
LT G Yes, sir.
COL“ if you would for me, relate in your own words the events that

transpired with Charlie Company after you crossed the northern bridge in An Nasmyah on the

230 ofMarch

1LT - Charlie Company made it to the bridge before everybody else. Alpha Company
was involved in a fight in the city oriented to the west, and Bravo Company had gone to the
right, so we went between the two. Passéd behind Alpha Company and pushed across the

- “bridge. Asthe AAV commander, I had visibility on all my‘.tractors that we got across the bridge.

oL N :ow many tractors did you have?

LT- We ﬁad thelve; Eleven crossing the bridge. Charlie A209_ broké prior to the |
southern bridge. As we crossed the northern bridge, Charlie 211 was bn fire, the aft starboard
‘corner was on fire. Originally,, looked to mé like it’d been shot by tracers or somethjng that
- caught the packs on fire. In reahty, and PRG had hit the track, causmg some casualties on the

inside. We pretty much herrmgboned off the road. To the right of the road, as you’re facing
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north, to the right of the road was a nice big berm which gave perfect turret defilade. So we

“pushed all the tractors against the berm there. On the left side came down off the road... |

B And the left was the left side?

lLT- Yes, the west side. There was a creek with a slight berm.
| COL-HOW many vehicles did you have on each side, do you know?
1LT- I know that there was three oriented west, I’'m sorry nofth. I can’t say
exactly.. how many were on each side. I was down on the right oriented to the east with my
mortars iractor was the closest one to me. 211 was on top of the road to my left burning. And

that’s actually why we had to stop the defense there. We had to stop and circle the wagons, so to

say, cause we were getting casualties out. We started to call the medevac.
B COL_Which one was 211?

1LT- The one that got hit as it crossed the northern bridge. So as it crossed the

northern bridge came flying, stopped in the mi.ddle:of thé road, started to bail people out.

COL.’DO you know what it got hit with? »

- I




ILT- It got hit with anL\PG ‘So we had to pretty much circle the R?vagons. We were

oriented, everyone on the right side of the road, the east side outboard, same on the west side -

’

outboard then first section was in front oriented to the north.

| COLuWhere were you?

) 1LT - I was about halfway up the berm on the right side. Two tractors behind it, and

another couple behind me. We were taking fire from small arms from the...
COL-Before you begin, there were how many tractors oriented toward the north?
LT _ I know that there were three, but after getting the picture of what was going on
we started taking small arms so I got down in the turret. So Ikind of lost track of...so like I said,
we were taking small arms from the sides, well that was the only place I was sure we were taking
~ '_‘ them in the beginning. I dropped down in the turret started to engage building off to the right,

- - spanning all the way from...

COL N o the east.
LT Yes sic
oL Front
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| I_ ' ILT - | From my...the tractor was oriénted dir’eétly east, so from ;;out i_ny eleven to my

f ﬁ\}e northeast to southeast, I ‘was engaging buildings and things aiong thefe. VCouldn’t really see
where thé fire was coming ﬁbm, but we could see peopie— jumping out of the buildings and taking
séme pot shots. 211 kept bmrnipg. We got all -fhe Marines off it. And First Sergeant was

triaging them, figuring what was going on, and trying to call in a bird. -
coLy 7 o is First Séfgeant?'

lLT-: First Sergeant - He ca;lled the médevac. We set the mortars and the
| Captain got off to talk to his FiST team leader on the mortars and get them started. The squad
from 211 came shufﬂiﬁg down m a little trench befween my véhicle and Charﬁe 211 which is the'v
,' one burning on the road, and all piled into my vehicle. I drdpped down out of the turret and

- asked them what the heck they were doiﬁg in the vehicle._ _They w.ére supposed tovbe out there on
the berm. 211’s going to go up here m a minute, and just about that time, ammo started to ,°°°k
ofﬁ The fuel-cell exploded. I told them that that was a good i)oint, they were right, but as soon

N as that thing stopped cooking off they were going to get their asses ;bac.k on the berm, and set up

~ adefense and at that time the mortars .start.ed coming in. Ican’treally séy how long this was. I—f_

you’(i asked me at 1400, I would have told you we were there for 20 minutes.
COL“And about what time was this?
1ILT P To the best of my knowledge, Sir, we crossed the bridge 1100, 1130.

COL“ know you were téking fire before you crossed so it’s difficult.

J-173




1LT- ’Whe‘n thejmortars started to hit, that’s when command and control all went to
B helL Vehicles started to move on their own to get out of the mortar fire. In hindsight, we were
in a great epot if we were the enemy. The big roed, casy target, big berm on the right, eeasy
‘target,‘big' creek on the left, easy target. So the infantry, for the most part, was on the ground. I
had -; tractor full of Marines from 211, and we still had to maneuver. ‘We pushed north about
306 meters to try to be moving targets. Eventtlally croseed the road back over to the east side,
where first section was on line, first section on line was doing areal good job noppmg guns and
,seetion leaders were doing a really great job of ADVAC, and things like that.. ‘When we got up
| there they were still doing that. 'But like I said, mortars were startrng to land and panic was
starting to set in across the board, the infantry and everyone else.- At that point, I decrded that I
needed to find someone who wouldn’t be mad at me for makmg the decision. So I got off the
track to go find a Captain to assist me. We needed to get our heads together to figure out what
was going to happen. Iran down the side of the road, between the road and the creek, trymg to
look for the Captam Which left ﬁrst sectron up north oriented to the north lefc my mortars
. - track back in their original position on the southeast corner and s some others mterdlsbursed, I
don’t remember who maneuvered to where to get away from the mortars which is what I was -

doing, Got down to the creek and I found the fifth team in the creek with the First Sergeant.
OL“Which side were you on relative to the bridge at this point?

1LT - I'm on the west side, moving back south towards the bridge to find the CO.
They’ve now loaded, they’ve loaded the wounded. . .the bird couldn’t come in it was too hot. So

they loaded the wounded into my pletoon sergeant"s tractor. My platoon sergeant and the Flrst ’
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Sergéant ride in the same vehicle. That’s our medexfac tractor. So 'they loaded the original
casualtiés from Charlie 211, which I don’t think Wefe much more than burns and'-smoke

inhalation and things like that, into that tractor and we were trying to figure out how we were

going to get these guys out of there.

_ CO_.DO you kﬁOW how many people, total, were in that tractor?

LT - From Charlie 211, again I don’t know for s'ur.e,. I would say ﬁvé. In thé interim
while I was screwing around up north crossing the rbad and coming Back down south, the
mortars Wéré taking their toll on a bunch of guys and our casualties ‘skyrock¢ted from the
mortars, of artillery whatever was landing,. causé I couldn’t really tell. So we had two or three

- tractors worth of wounded guys and I found Gunney -wa]kmg noﬁh as Iwas running
south and his tractor which was full‘of cMﬁes had been hit by a couple of mortars and RPG.
The RPG went tﬁrough the tranémission, through the ﬁ'oﬁt 6f the transmission and knocked oﬁt
all the solenoids and geai's, soit couldn’t mové. So noﬁ? ‘we had a tractor full of wounded that

" couldn’t move. As we were talking by the creek, by fhe FSC team and a mortar landed right_next
to us and I don’t know how it happened, it blew my pocket off my trousers. He ended up on top
.c')f me, rolled off and ran away. I figured out I was still around and did the same. It was about
that time that I saw a couple of the other tractors on the road hea‘ding' south. I got up on the road

- and tried to wave them back, didn’t know what was going on. They ended up being‘.full of
casualties. They were trying to get those guyé ‘back to the south, but I figured we needed to stop

~ those. It wasin the interim, I was running south, I was in the creek; that the plane started to
make some runs. I was on the west side. ..
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COL~ So you hau {?ehicles moving south when you heard the plane make it’s first

run?

ILT- The first time I heard it...I can’t say for sure. I can say where, in relation to the

foad, I Wés. ..but I don’t think they started to move south yet. Ithink I, I think we were still

trying to corral the FiST team. Gunney- my platoon sergeant, and I were...
COL‘ How weré they oriented?
1LT QP The tractors?

coL QP =

ILT — A cluster up north. We probably only spread out about 500 meters, I would say

- 500 meters from the road. I'm sorry, from the bridge.

COL-Nere they headed toward the bridge, or were they oriented toward the
bridge?. R

lLT- We had, I know we had'at least three that were oriented outboard on the side, and

we had two oriented outboard on the top.
COL* Outboard relative to the bridge?




CILT - To the main MSR, and the bridge. East, west and north. My biggest concern was’
there was going to be this brigade attack coming dowh from the T intersection, ﬂ_iat’s what we

- were bn'éfed the day prior. So they were pointed north, that was our biggest threat, in my mind.
COL_You were talking about the first time you heard the A-10.

A 1LT_ I knew it was an airplane. And coming east to West Isaw it hlgh .I’m sorry, the
first time I heard it, all I heard was the gun. You don’ t hear that till after th1ng till after thmgs are

h1tt1ng the ground so the first time I heard that I looked up and it was coming east to west.

' COL_Were there any tractors taken out shortly before you heard the gun?
ILT - Other than 211, Charlie 203 was the next one to go down.
COL- | . at was hitting yoﬁr position, before the aircraft gun went off?

| 1LT- I know that there was mortars, I don’t know if anything bigger than mortars were
hitting..it was loud. I couldn’t tell you what a 60 sounded like h1tt1ng next to me or a 105. There
was deﬁnitely incoming. There was also RPGs. I would take a step back. When iwas oriented
east, Thad Cpl - my comm...guy, standing up in the back, looking 4at the houses and
s1ghtmg targets and Cpl WllER my dnver my crewchief, he was doing the same. What was
that? ___don’t know, but something just came skipping over the ground. I sa1d oh Christ. AsI

turned you could see RPGs coming from southwest from the other side of the river now. They’re




Y
shooting across the river at us.” ;o there was RPGs, there was mortar fire, small arms that I know
_of. I’d say there were bigger things than mortars, cause it was pretty loud but...

‘

CO-et’s go back to the aircraft. First time you heard the aircraft and the gun.

1,LT— First time I hear'd it, it came east to west and at that time, it was a new |
ammunition that started to go oft‘. I didn’t know what it was at the tin1e. It iooked like little
sparklers going off_ ebout 20 feet in the a1r I don’t know if that was time fuse, arty, I don’t know
what it was I actually said to nayself, man, that’s kind of cool, it looks like a bjunch of little
sparklers. And then you see them bounce off the road. So the next time you saw sparklers, you V
dove, but I didn’t know what it was. So those were the four munitions that I know were hitting
the ground. Do you want me to say what I saw from the pIane, or do you want me to go on and - V

tell the story?

CO-st tell the story. And your actions and what you did subsequent to that.

1LT- AsIran down the road north to south on the west side, trying to ﬁnd the CO,
there were Marines coming back from the swamp, back from the line and getting-on the tractors.
1 d1dn’t know what the hell that was about ‘Now I’m on the ground One of the instruction I
gave (h15 driver) as I laid my hands like this. ..come p1ck me up, and he told me he thought it was
a pretty stupld idea. ‘He just gunned 1t, when the mortars starting getting _real close again, he just |
gunned it -all the way south and ended up right by the bridge, that’s where the track ended up

statnding the whole time, actually. Iwas in the creek with Gunney, I was running down, running
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back and forth, got some wate'r'éhd gave it to some guys. Got my two quért off my tractor, ran

back, gave it to_GuI_mey and he and I sat there drinking it for a minute or so.

COL —re there more aircraft passes at this time?

| ILT - I know of three. The first one, and the two that hit 203. Caﬁsé Charlie 203 was
A parked on the east sidé, I’m sorry, parked on the west side, the north west side. Oriented

inboard, so if was oriented right on the road, like he was using...cause the road was |

elevated.. .ﬁke he was using the road as a berm, shb_oting back to the east. I'don’t kn&w if that’s

what he was doing. I don’t know if when the mortars hit he started to run and that’s where he

endgd up. |

' COL. Did S/éu do anythmg to try to stop the air?

= | 1T didn;tpersonally, no "

oL A
| lLT--» No. But (((((((((.‘..ﬁﬁle tap, so ’m not going to say that people told me, ‘fhey-say. |
they did it.))))j)) When I héard the burp of the gun, my face was in the dirt, so...I did not see |

—hp and I didn’t shoot any. I didﬁ’t get issued any. When I jumpe_d‘of‘f the track, T

didn’t even have a helmet on. Ididn’t shoot.any.
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COL—In closing, { want to remind you that this is an official interview and direct
 that you not discuss your testimony with anyone without the board’s permission or until the

lreport has been ofﬁcially released to the public. Do you undcrsfand?

LT - Yes, Sir.

: COL” We’re back with th- You understand all the statements I made
initially are still in effect. Tell me about what ybu heard, the conversation you just relayed to

me.

1T 1 couldn’t find the CO. Tknew the FO was killed, and the FiST was damned near,
so' I decided to get back on the radio. Ijumped up in my tractor. Got in my turret, and I was just _
southwest of the bridge. I could have thrown a rock and hit the Bridge from where I was sitting,

I pﬁt my helmet on...the 3 Alpha. .
coL QY Vo was the 3 Alpha? -
7 R e a5 D

F1s he still here?

1LT - Yes. He was reporting.. he was tellmg someone, and I don’t know who he was

talking to...but he said, air reports triple A threat north of the bndge So I got on and I sald

- this 1s- he’s a frocked Captain, took a liberty or two. .. when I'said...
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. COL_JOW where was he when he said this?
1LT - I don’t know. Idon’t know who was controlling thc_é fight.

' COL_ And what’s his job again?

| lLT- He’s the 3 Alpha ...so from what I gathered later the C-7 and the P-7 got

themselves in a fight, and got themselves stuck. I think that’s where the 3...

coL | And this is after the A-10s had already been there?

i*

-~ ILT . Right. That’s correct. My five tractors had already gone south and one got

blown up on the bridge.

| COL_Did you say to...
1T 1 seiof R tis is R T north of the bridge. 1 said I'm north of the

north bridge. There is no Triple A threat for Amtracks. His responsé was surprised,; as I
remember. That might be me making that up. But as I rememb_ef it, he hadn’t know that. I
- don’tknow if he said, excuse me for swearing, I think, as I remember it, he said, holy shit. ButI

don’t want to put words in his mouth. So that was my first actual panic.

COL“V as air still running at that time? Do you know?
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| J1LT - No, because my tractors had gone south Thmgs were st111 fallmg 1 don’t know
l'WhCI‘C they were coming from, but 1t wasn’t as mad a panic as it had been, a couple of mmutes in

the past.

coL NP = ov, L
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mterﬁew with 1Lt_'

11 Apr03 17:16 L

COL-— Go ahead and state your name, rank, social security number and your billet. |

— 1* Lieutenant, Charhe Company, 1* Battahon, 2m Mannes My

Social Security number i is XXX-XX-XXXX.
coL AR Ad your billet?
JILT - Charlie Company XO.

COL_VIy name is Coloné - and under the direction of the board
president, Brigadier General Wil]iam F. ‘Hodgkins, we’re investigating a friendly fire incident
that occurred on 23 March 03 near An Nasiﬁyah, Iraq. This invesﬁgation, conducted under

' DOD Instruction 6055.7 is separéte and apart from any other investigation that may have been
»conduc‘ted concerning th1s incident. The purpose of this investigation is to producé a publicly
xeleasablé report on thé facts and circumstances surrouhding this incident aﬁd gather and _

. preserve 'evidén_'ce for use in claims, litigation, disciplinary actions, adverse adnﬁnistrative
p'rocéedings and fdr all other‘purposes. Yolir swqi'n tesﬁmony to me may be used for any propef
purpose and may be released to the public. Additionally, the chain of command will review the

final report. Do you understand what I have just read to you?

IILT-Yes,Sir. o -
- N
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' COL— Fmally, do you also understand that you are being mterv1ewed asa wﬂness
" in this friendly fire mvestlgatron and acknowledge that no prom18e of conﬁdentrahty has been

extended to you? -

1

- Yes, Sir.

OL .“)o you solemnly swear or affirm that the testlmony you are about to g1ve in

the matter now under mvestlgauon shall be the truth and nothmg but the truth so help you God?

LT - Yes, Sir, I do.

CoL »“Lt- would you please review for me where you were in the Company

and as you started crossing or proceeded to cross the northern bridge at Al Nasmyah when you
came under ﬁre when you began taking casualtles and walk me through what happened as you

- crossed the bndge, and the events that transplred after that push?

LT - Alright, Sir. The best that I can recall, we started pushing through the city. We
were pushmg past Bravo and Alpha Company’s posmon I beheve it was somewhere around
12:30...12:15 to 12:30 local is the best time I can remember. As soon as we passed through

Bravo Company and Alpha Company’s lines where they were stopped that’s when we started .

| taking direct fire.

COL_here were you located then?
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ILT-: I was in the, I believe I was in the 7% vehicle. Iwas...

coL (N v.c?

1LT - The 7% back in Charlie Company’s column. I was with the 3™ Platoon. We
started taking d]ICCt fire. About halfway through the stretch of the city, the vehicle just in front
of me took and RPG hit, and the s1de ofi 1t that was on ﬁre The packs and what-not were on ﬁre '

and it was smoking. All the way through the city we were still taking direct fire and lots of RPG

- fire. The Marines in the track were actually shooting out of the top of the track back at the direct

fire and RPG fire.

COL S o st vere you traveling?

ILT- Initially, when we came through, we were kind of slow, I’d say probably 15

- KPH, and we started taking fire. We knew we had to push on through. We stepped itup to -

probably...I don’t know. - NS V¢ started going pretty fast once we

started pressing on. L1ke I sa1d right about in the center of the city is' where that vehicle took an

RPG hit. It started on ﬁre That was the only RPG hit that we took at that time. The whole '

- company kept pushmg We approached the north bridge, and as soon as we came over the top of

the north bridge and got on the northern 81de of the river, we started taking direct fire from |
behind us and from both of our flanks...I’m sorry, let me come back...from bothvsides of the
bridge behind us, from my direct right and front, which would be t_he east side. And then, on our

direct flank on the west side. That’s where we were taking direct fire from.




- coL N 1 kind of direct fire?

| 1ILT - It was RPG ﬁre and small arms fire. We pressed on. We pressed on through

*And like I said, we’d Just topped the northern bridge, and we pushed the company out on either
side of theroad. LikeIsaid, I was with 3™ Platoon 2" Platoon and 1° Platoon was in front of
me; and they went off to the I can’t remember the numbers of vehicles that were on each side

| ‘of the road.” A good deal of the company was on the western side of the road, and on the eastern

» side of the road was,...I know the mortar section and their Vehlcle, the CO and his vehicle, and I
thmk there were one or two other vehicles. The trac that go hit with the RPG was in the center of
the road at that tzlme It was burning. Lt - who was the 3™ Platoon commander had been on
that trac, and they were busy getting casual_ties out of that trac. As soon as we got the company
off the road, I heard the CO call over the battalion TAC telhng. ..just calling TIMBERWOLF,
and that’s what we do. We call TIMBERWOLF. There’s no specific person. We just call -
TIMBERWOLF and ,the forward element of the battalion. Whoever is cor-rtrolling the fire is

| .- supposed to‘-answer out. So, the CO called TIMBERWOLF, We are on the northern siderof the
bridge. A little bit of time passed. Probably 15...no0, not that long, probabiy 5 minutes or so, and
then lots of indirect fire would begm We were takmg mortar fire from the north and we were
takmg artrllery fire from the west and southwest, lots of artillery fire. Most of 1t was variable
time. It was landmg or explodmg above the deck. Some of it was pomt detonatmg or exploding
on the road. When I got on the radio at that point, I was trying to find, trying to talk to

| everybody. The battalion TAC was oretty jammed up with radio traffic. Again, I got on the
battalion TAC and 'said that we were taking heavy indirect fire on the north bridge, and that we

needed some help from the battalion at that point.
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COL- Did anjrbody_answér you?’

1LT _ Somebody. I don’t know who. I don’t remember the voice or whatever, but I

heard é ?0 ger over the net. That’s what I heard.
COL—What get Was it?
iLT_ I was on the »batta]iqn TAC. _. |
COL-auanon TAC?

ILT- Yes, Sir. We had a few casualties. I’'m not certain of the numbers of casualties
at this poiﬁt. But we had some casualties that came of it. We had some casualties off of that
’Yehicle. that ihitia‘lly, got hit with that RPG. There was .radio tré.fﬁc among the company about

" hey, we’ve got to get our césualties out of here. W e’vé got a....we need abh'elo or we need to get |
‘a Whafever. So, I talked to the First Sergeént; Whov handles our casualﬁés; and he already knew
we had casualties. He started to begin to orchestrate the. casualty plan. But that’s when Ibeliex;e
if was t00 hbt to get a helo in there. The Maﬁnes were scurrying getting Mérines out of the track
that was burning, and there was a c.ouple of other casualties. Most of the casualties at this point

- were on the east side of thé roa_d,'_which was the opposite side of the road frbrﬁ me. | The CQ, I '
knew was on that side. I could no.t cross the road. Itried to get to the other side, and I douldﬁ’t

| get across tﬁere. Somewhere in this ﬁﬁe is When I saw...I didn’t see ép‘lane initially. I sé_tw a

S
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burst come across the _r'oad. It Was mostly on the west "side of the road, | _]ust north of the bridge.

I believe that’s where the first burst went across,

7

COL- Now, between the time you said there was indirect artillery fire, but it was

like DCIPM?
1T R 1vetieve it was VT
coL AR

1LT -: I don’t know if it was DTICM. Iknow there was lots of VT.

. _bombs exploding. ..

coL (MR 0w long between that and the first gun run by the A-10?

: lLT- It was probably...I don’t know. . IfThad to...I would say probably about 30

minutes. Probably about 30 mmutes

OL SOk

ILT- I’m not sure on ‘that. Tknow the whole thing lasted about 3 houss, although it
seemed like it was about 15 minutes. iBut the best I can recall, it was about 30 minutes.
Nonetheless, the rounds went across the road and mostly on the western side initially. At that

point, I didn’t realize that it was a plane. I thought it was still more indirect fire. A few minutes
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later, there was another burst, and that’s when I saw on the second time, that same burst came |

across, that I reé,lized that it was a plane above us.
COLUMMENF ere they still firing the air-burst artillery?
1LT- Yes, Sir. There Was still indirect fire.

direct fire, OK.

1LT - I did not rQaHZe that it was an A-10. Iknew that it was a plane, and I knew that
it was...I realized it was a plane on probably it’s sécond run, but I did not id’entify the type of

 aircraft it was. At th1s point, we had the Marines pushed off The Amtracks were probably

: about 15 meters off the road. The road was up high, and then on both sides of the road, it dlpped
down into a ditch and then a berm on both sides of the road. So the Marines were pushed out in
front of the Amtracks. There were probably.. .tﬁey were proB_ably about 160 to 150 meters off |
" the road and they were firing on both sides of the rdad. Somewhere, and this ié the whole |

- company level, We’re‘tr_ying to figure out where this came from. But, somewhere...let me backb
| - up. The Marines were .pushed off...off the vehicles. I got off my.vehicle, ran up and down the
line, checked who I had on my side. I never saw 2nd Platoon. They were north of me. Iwas
about in the middle on the west side with the 3™ Platoon The 1** Platoon was kind of inter-
mixed in there with...with 3_rd Platoon. . So,_ Iran up and ddwn the line to find out Wh?,t was going

on, and I weht back inside the track because that was the only radio I had. Iwent back inside the

track and got on ";he radio a.nd_stane_d calling again and saying we needed somé help back here. I

L

again gave our location. -




- O Did you tell them to abort the air?

7

ILT | 1 don’t think I...I didn’t say anything about the air at that time.

COL _K ‘But you knew it was air after the second run.

1LT —Y es. Iknew it was an aircfaft. I didn’t know what typé. I knew it was an
'aircrafc, but at that point Irdjd not ‘.call out clwer»t'he radio. Soméhow over that period in the
conflict tﬁere; stedey,v somewhere along the company or w1th the AAVs initiated and said
that we Aﬁe.ed to get on the tracks and pu_.sh.} From listem'ﬁg,: it didn’t comé over our cofnpany
TAC. It didn’t -come' over the Battalion TAC. it came over the AV net, which on the Amtracks,
we had...each AAV has tﬁe Amtrack net that they monitof, a.-nd'we also havé Company TAC or

Battalion....or, we have several different nets.
: COL“ Sd, when the A-10s first.. .yoﬂ saw the first laydown, it looked

like...whatever it was...When you knew it was an aircraft laying down ﬁre; the Amtrack at that

time was stationary on the road?

1LT — No. They were off the road. Initially, as soon as we came over the bridge, we

pusﬁed off the i‘oad, along the east side of the road.
COL~Right. But were fhey stationary?
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1T [ Yes st
-coLﬁo' | K.
1LT - They wete stationary on either side of the road. -

colpiN ox.

1LT - Somewhere, like I said, we don’t know where it came from. So'mebédy, a small
unit leader said, hey we’ve got to push. I don’t know where the call came from, but somewhere

it came that we need to move.

COL“W the Amtracks were faced. ..the direction they were faced?

1LT -They were facing outward. So, they were facing...the ones on the east side of

o the road were facing east and the ones on the west ,sidg of the foad were facing west. At that .

| point, Marines started loading up on the Amtracks. And, unbeknown to me, I was down inside
the Amtrack, I didn’t havé intercom With the driver or‘th»e bréw chief. I was inside the track |

| talking oﬁ the fadio, and a§ this time I could hear the ‘_airqraﬁ coming over and I could hear the
runs. Some of the vehicles loadéd up. Ibelieve ;chere was 5 of them that loadéd up Marines on

o the Amtracks. I seriously though that we were going to push north, because that’s yw‘hé're the
enemy was, so I thought We were pushing north..’ And as I popped my head out of the véhicle ,of |
thé TC hatch, we were facing south right on the edge of the bridge. And, that’s when I could see

the bird again come across our frontage, at that point.
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COI‘ Which diréction was it flying?
1LT - At that tlme, it was ﬂymg from...as we were facing south, it was above us

- flying elther east to west or west to east. Iwas flying perpendlcular to the road Tcan’t
remember which dlrectlon it came from.

¥

coL ot time?

LT - This was probably...after we had been up there. ..this Was-probably about 2

, hoofs and a half maybe into our time on the northern side of the bridge.

- COL - Did you see anybody...Did anybody—

- That’s when some of the vehlcles were staged up to go south, and after I

- realized we were about to go south, back through the city. I saw one—
- from the company area, and it was a...I think it was- I think it was .a-hat

went. Somewhere in there, I can’t remember what can’t remember exactly what time it was, but

I did see a_- Nobody on my side of the ro
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. 1LT- 1 didn’t see any —No, I didn’t, Sir. _This Was ..there'was a lot of
confusion that happened in the area. realized at that point we had medevacs, ahd ﬁat.’s why the. |

I Marines were going south, because we had medevace. They were going fo take the medevacs - B
back becauee'they couldn’t get the helo in. We‘started south, and that point, that’s as much as I
can speak of the bird itself, because we started pushmg south. Aswe: started going south, just
after we got over the bndge, headmg south at this tlme about in the center of town agam, the
track behind 3 me.. it just exploded. And that was the track that.had the medevacs on 1t. ‘The
medew}acs were spread over two tracks and they were...on second thoﬁ.ght, it was five tracks that
were going south, and two of them had medevacs on them. In 1hat one track that had medevacs
onit wasa track with mortars. It had all the mortar ammo on that track. That Was about the
center of town that tha.t‘track exploded. It was the track immediately behind me. Imean...it
exploded. I don’f’»"lhnow. Because the flash went up and the explosion, there was alotof

sympaéietic explosion from the mortars.

, COL- Are you inside the one in front?

ILT _ I’'m inside the one in front, but I had the hatch open, so I’m just sitting in the

troop commander’s hatch. Iwas probably up head high, so I could see. |

COL SR So, you saw it.

1LT- So, I was....the hatch was open, so I was sitting up where I could see out.- And
- that was'the track immediately behind me. And, this is probably...I don’t have the location, but

it was a few hundred meters, maybe even 1000 meters south of the bridge into town. And that
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track behind me exploded. By?he Way; the explosion came up and the é;ihpathetic explosiohs, I
don’t know 1f it was somethmg from the air or somethmg from an RPG. AnRPG could’ve '
1gn1ted the mortars. I don’t know. It just burst. The track did. Then there was another track that

was with it when it got hit by an RPG. It pulled off the side of the road

COL - Are you sure it was an RPG? |

~1LT - No,...no, I d_onv’t‘have. ..Idon’t have a factual basis on that. Idon’tknow that.
T misspoke that, because I don’t know that that was an RPG. That track did continue rollmg It
was moperable, but it contmued rolling, So, as soon as the track behind me exploded we pu]led
| out, and then track behmd me exploded we pulled off and then the track behind me, the one that
exploded, which was two behmd me, rolled past me off thé s1de of the road. We stopped at that
pomt We loaded as many Marines as we could onto the ‘vehicles we had. We only had two
vehicles leﬁ at that pomt. We loaded as many as we could and this was just a matter of a couple
of miqutes. We .‘;loaded. as many as we could, and we had sorrle of the Marines run inside the
. bmldmg I yelled to those Marines. It was a tough decision nght there. Iyelled at those
Marines_, and I said,. ..in my mind, the only thing that I could do was to...I could see Alpha
company in front of me. They were prohably 800 m‘eters in front of me. I could see them in
front of me. So, I'told them to set up their position right there. I'm going to get Alpha Company
' and come back. So, with those two vehicles loaded up with as many people as we could, those
Marines stayed there. We pushed on to Alpha Company’s position. When we got to Alpha |
Compahy’s position, Sgi- he’s one of the air trackers, he and I got together. I said, you
‘go to tanks. I'm gomg to Alpha Company. So he ran over to tanks and said, hey, we need some

help on the north side of the bridge. Iranto Alpha Company and linked up with Capt- '
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Capt-asked what was gomg on, because agam, penod.lcally througn th1s, I was trying to
lget comm and trymg to talk to people on Battalion TAC, and there was so much traffic on the net
that we couldn’t. We couldn’t get anything. So, like I said, S’gt -vent to the tanks. I
-went to Capt- in Alpha Company and told him what was going on. Isaid, hey, the’
company is getting sehwacked on the uorthem side of the bridge and I’ue got one squad in the
"center""of town. 1said, we gotte go. He was wai“cing.on 2/8. 2/8 was supposed to come and
-~ relieve him. He was at the northern end of the south bridge. .2/8 was supposed to eome and
relieve him and men he was going to push. And he told me at that point, he said you know,
. we're just going to.... He sain I don’t know when they’re coming. We gotta go. He told me,
~ you go to the other side, grab all the vehicles, all the AAVs on the other side. I'll grab' thevAA.Vs.
»' oﬁ this side, and we'll leave in 15 minuteS. “We looked at our watches. Lecal ﬁme was either... N
keep trying to remember this...It was either a quarter til 3, so 'that would have been 1445 or

1345, Iknow when I looked at my watch, the minute hand was on the, so I knew it was a quarter
| til something, and I don’t remember if 1t was a quartertil3 ora quarter til2. Idon’t remember

: So, at that point, we loaded up. We loaded up in Alpha Company’s tracks. All the Marines I had
 with me, simultaneously, while I was talking to Capt-our medevacs saved the ones that .
vuere’ on the mortar side. They called a helo for them, and they were able to get them out with a
helo. We loaded up everybody on Aiphé compauy’s tracs, and the one other trac that we still hed'
| left from Charlie .Company mat had gone down. And then we pushed backA to the north. A tank
and one of the AAVs and some of the CAT sections stopped to get .the Marines out that were in
~ the ceuter of town. So, tﬁe rest of us pushed north. When we gbt back up there, almost
immediately when uve rolled over the north bridge with our. .me fire lifted from up there. Likel
said, I'd been seuarated from it fo'—r probably 45 minutes. From the time I1eft the north end, went -

and talked to Capt-nd came back, was p_robably about a 45 minutes span there.
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Nonetheless, when we rolled back over the north bridge at that time, the ure had stopped or was

lifting at that point. And that’s pretty much it from my side.

’.

, COL-I ve got a closing statement I 1 read In closmg, I want to remind you that
this is an official interview and direct that you not discuss your testimony with anyone without
the board’s permlssmn or until the report has been officially released to the pubhc Do you

| understand?

. 1LT_ Yes, Sir.
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12 April 2003,21:46 L
Interview with 2Lt

4

OL— State your name, rank, social security number and your billet.

—211d Lieutenant — XXX-XX-XXXX. First Lt Commander,

Charlie Company, CO “C” Company

COL—)K-my name is Colonel-and under the direction of board

president, Brigadier General Wil]iam.F. Hodgki.ns, we'’re investigating a fﬂendly fire incident

that occurred on 23 March 03 near An Nasmyah, Iraq This investigation, conducted under

DOD Instruction 6055.7 is separate and apart from any other investigation which may have been

- conducted concerning this incident. The purpose of th18 investigation is to produce a-publlcly
reieas able report on the facts and circumstances sﬁrrounding this ﬁxcidant and gather and

- preserve evidence for use in claims, litigation, disciplinary actions, adverse administraﬁve '

. proceedings and for all other'purposes. Your sWorn testimony to me may be used for any pr‘opér

. purpose aﬁd may be released to the publib. Additionally, the chain of command will review the

final report. Do you understand what I have just read to you‘;7 :

COL-;DO you solemnly swear or affirm that the testimony you are about to give in

the matter now under inVestigation shall be the truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God?
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LT- I do.

| COI.- OK, I would you please relay to me what occurred relative to the
fiiendly fire incident when you crossed the northern bridge in An Nasiriyah, on the 23 of

Mareh?

'.LT _ AslI crossed the northern brldge I was in track 201, wlnch was the very ﬁrst
track to cross the bndge the lead element. I called out lead trace twice before that gomg

through the city...
COL— To Whom?_

LT _ .to my company commander over the company TAC. Idon’t remember the .

specrﬁc northings but.. that’s what you call the traces.

~'COL ANNER Richt.

LT - ..36 northing, 37 northing. ..I called that out. As we went over Lt Sl in-
3rd Platton, his tractor got hit going through the city. He actually pulled up almost on line to us, - |
north of the bndge He had taken a casualty One of the Marines got hit. He had also taken a
“couple of RPG rounds in his track. He said, we need a medevac, we need a medevac. At that
point my tractor pulled about I want to say 4 to 500 meters past the bridge and went off on the
| left-hand side, but we’re oriented back towards the rOad. So we were actually oriented toward

- the east. At that point all the tractors in the company from what I saw from my angle, had made
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R
it over the bridge, as weli as thc;'fﬁ;mvees‘, and had gone into é defensiv;}i;‘gsit'ion, trying to
maintain-disbursion. We startéd taking small arms fires and I believe indirect fire. The first ti_me
that I became awére of any type of aircraft was the first strafing run that hit right directly, like I
said, my track was facing east lo_ok:ing ovef the road. The strafing run hit directly on the 1eft-
‘ han;i side of my track and came from west to east. Right before that strafing run I heard in the
| air, a sound that was like kAR R like thaf. Real ciuiék, like that. Soon after that, just
" kicked up right along side. That first run, I didn’t see anyone hurt at all. I was up in the TC
hatch, about right here. I was trying to see where my guys were aligx16d in the back.- There were
| guyé getting in and out of the tracks and no one was sure. They were loading theﬁ up to get the
medevacs out of there-and- we were all loaﬁing up, but that’s initia_lly where I 'was stationed. At
thaf poin'p, thls whole time I was trying to get the guys aligned as well as trying to get the '
v | medevac for Lt- At that point, anci I d{)n’tr know whd paséed through on the air but
someone said ﬁre— Now,-it was briefed
| to us before the Wholé ¢ampaign started, that’s the 1° MEF signal for friendly fire. You have

friendly forces out here. At that point, . About two

R ininutés later, three minutes later I hear the same thing. The wokkRkRRk in the air, but this time Lt

o .nad come around to the left-hand side of my track with a bunch of Marines, either in his
platooﬁ or my platoon, they were mjxéd. Also a couple of casualvti'esv and theyWere loading them
onto our track and the track to the very left of me. If ’'m nof mistaken, it was SS gt-
track, which is my platoon comlhander. He was in 203. At that time, when the ngxt strafing run .
came down, the strafing run actue_tlly hit the track. It went ﬁght across the track, still coming
from west to east and it started kicking up on the track. I ducked my head down er that and'it
just kicked right over us. To this day, I still don’t know how I didn’t get hit. At that pbint, 1

looked up, looked to my left I though I saw Lt- 1 thought he might have gotten hit, but he
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got up’. Then I looked a Little bit closer down in my track and there wasaMarme looking upat
me and he had sustained major injuries to his lower back and to his legs too. He was trying to
mouth to me, I can’t walk., So I took the helmet off Jumped down, p1cked him up, walked him

up. Iwent around to the back of my track which was, if ’m facing west, was on the east side, so

away from the road. At that pomt it was pretfy much the worst thing I'd ever seen in my life.

COL--DO you know who this Marine was? .

—See, thét’s the thing...I don’t know. I”d never seen him before. My

.background, I’d Just checked into the company at the end of November from IOC S0, even on

~ ship and commg over here to Camp Shoop, I was still trying to learn everyone’s names. I d1d
pretty well,‘ but this Man'ne', looking at h1m, I didn’t know who he was. He had some blood on
his face 100, 50 that could have hindered 1t But I went around in thé back of my track there, I
want to say three to four injur.ed.Marinés, two of them really injure_d, and a codple of other

_ Méﬁneé just trying to load, just -into the track. At this point, we were loading the

" Marmes in the track. Iloaded that Marine I had helped over. I picked another Marine up, I
thought he might have been“ but I reahze now that he was probably- ‘He was Just
- I picked him up and put him in there. There were other Marines loading them into the

 tracks. Oncel, ohce_ we loaded all the Marines in, I got badk in the TC hatch énd the guy 'in the
back told me that §ve were up. I héd heard my other two tracks were up; I got from my platoon
sergeant we were up in hié ,track,_ and at that time we pushed back into the city. The only other -
thing of friendly ﬁre I can say after that is back going tilrough the city, we were strafed again.
'l tell you right now, I don’t know if it was the A-10 or if it was some other sort of indirect fire
we may have taken but I know that we were strafed from above. So it had to have been indirect
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'ﬁre or some kind of alr asset. After that our tractor got hit with an RPG round It got taken out.
- After that I oidn’t hear anything else about the A— 10 uhtil. ..when my tractor got taken out,”a |
hunch of us jumped off that _tractor and there was ‘another One hauling back right next to us. and
they stopped and we tried to load as many.on that tractor as possible. -Once we got on that tractor
we Weht back in, further south to the city and the tractor we were.on at thlS poirrt was just

v completely packed with casualties, and Marines from all platoons of the company. Ahd the
driver was stopping and .starting cause we were being bracketed by mortars at the time. At that |
point we stopped off in the middlel of the city. We got out. Myself and I think SSgt-was
f m that 1rack, and S gt-was with my section, my AAV sectioh, he wes in my track too, _

| 'the one that got hit w1th RPG We got out we went over to another track to see if it was openso
we could put some casualtres on that so we could get them to the rear. We opened it up. There

- were a couple of trackers in one of the other tracks. There was also a number of tracks from .
Alpha Company and some tanks rlght in this part of the city where we had congregated We got
in there As soon as we got into that track I heard one of the tracks, one of the AV guys talkmg

- on the radio to PALE HORSE 3, which was Lt{llJcall sign and he was saying trying to give
" him the call sign for the alr This guy didn’t know it, Ihad a CEOI in my left breast pocket and .
so Itold th hey Iknow it. At that point, I tried to get it across to...I said PALE HORSE 3, this

1s PALE HORSE 1, I’m trying to get with CEOL
- TAPE RUNS OUT.

COL-OK, state your name again.
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At that pein't just hearing ﬁ'omulm listening to Lt

T - 1

' -on the radlo, he was trymg to talk to anyone to shut the air off at this point. A lot of other

people were trymg to get through but his comm., it seemed to be the best. He was the one who
- eventually got through. I don t know how much else you want to hear, in terms of my
involvement w1th_ the friendly air, but that’s all I have on that. There’s nothing else with the

frieudly air, but I can tell you at least my part, for the rest of the day. |

_CO[- I ve got most of that stuff I've been out here for three or four days. In’
closing, I want to remind you that this is an ofﬁ01a1 interview and direct that you not d1scuss your
testimony with anyone without the board’s permission or until the report has been officially

released to the public. Do you understand?

L™ N Yes, it
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12 April 2003, 20:30 L
Interview with First'Sergeant—
COL_ Would you please state your name, rank, social secunty number and your

billet.

1 SGT -—, my rank is..'ma First’Scrgeant__I’m
~.the company First Sergeant for Charlie Company, 1** Battalion, an Mannes my soclal security

number is XXX- XXXX.

COL — My name is Colonel-and under the dJrectlon of board pres1dent

Bngadler General William F. Hodgkms we’re investigating a fnendly fire incident that occurred
on 23 March 03 near An Nasmyah Iraq This investigation, conducted under DOD Instruction
605 5.7 is separate and apart from any other investigation which may have been conducted

‘concerning t}ns incident. The purpose of this mvestrgatlon is to produce a publicly releasable

report on the facts and circumstances surroundmg this 1n01dent and gather and preserve evidence - -

' for use in claims, litigation, drsc1plmary actions, adverse administrative proceedmgs and for all
other purposes Your sworn testimony to me may be used for any proper purpose and may be
released to the public. Additionally, the cha_m of command will review the final report. Do you

understand what I have j ust read to you?

1* SGT{ s, sir.
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S
COL- Finally, d6 you also understand that you are being Lierviewed as a witness
in this friendly fire inveétigati_on and acknowledge that no promise of confidentiality has been

_ .’ extended to you?

 *soT Y ves. Sir, 1 do.

COL-DO you solemnly swear or affirm that the tegtimony you are about to give in

the matter now under mveéﬁgation shall be the truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God?

gt : ' |
1*SGT [N 1 co. .

C'Ol-i OK, First Sergeant would you please walk me through what transpired on

the 23™ of March as your company begaﬁ»to cross the northern bridge in An Nasiriyah?

| 1% SGT - OK, me, Sir, as First Sergeant for the company, I'm located in the last track,
. which is the end of the col_ti_mn for the company which is the track désignated for medevac. 1
was the 1a_sf u'ack théf crossed the bridge. Once we ‘g'ot on the other side of the bridge, hofth
. ‘bridge .that it...let me back up a little bit. | Right before we crossed the bridge, two tracks in front -
- of me that track got hit by RPG twi&. The Marines managed to go ahead and keep pushing it
the track all.thé way across the bridge to the north side of the ...and aboﬁt 100 meters-after that
he stopped, they dropped their famp .énd Maﬁﬁes they start to get out of there and the Marine A
- that -§vas driving the track, his name was Sgt- He @BPright then and there. He got out of

e e ' o b, e st

getting hit by mortar rounds, which, I’m sorry 81 millimeter mortar rounds and the reason I

J-204




| kﬂOW-that. is my b;ckikground_istaimortar man and my first 12 an_d‘a hal_f years in the Marine

- Corps, I'was a mortar man. So we start receiving mortar rounds 60s 81s and also seems to be

’ artillery rounds, and twe days . Iater I 'ﬁnd out that actuaily there were artillery reunds Ianding in
our pos. Also from the east 81de and west side, past the bridge we’re recelvmg small arms fire
and also RPGs ‘Once we cross the bridge, give or take it was about 1230 and probably lasted

about three hours give or take, maybe three and a half hours.

Hy
coL. SR 12:30 local?

1% SGT - Yes, Sir. 1_2:30 local. What Iremember is the Marines got out of the tracks:
~and start gettmg hit with small arms and mortar rounds and the first thing I heard was Corpsman
and Flrst Sergeant and I just started running everywhere Went to the east side of the bridge,
which I, we had a Marine that was mJured.» Baswally wound shots to the legs and one to the
shoulder, and then right away I grab him and put him in the medevac trac and I hear my name
ca]led again, and I had to run across the street to the west side of the bridge where I got this other
' Marine, which was Lt -and Cpl - I grabbed those two Marines and toek them across the
street again to the east side of the bridge and put them in the medevac track. Ithen got lins‘idethe

track, called back to the battalion and talked to TIMBERWOLF.

COL QS And TIMBERWOLF is?

S ‘ S )
1 SGT- TIMBERWOLF is the battalion commander but when I made that call, it was
Capt— which i 1s the S3 Alpha right now. I asked for a medevac request and I told him that

it was urgent and I needed a helo. I also let him know about the LZ was hot so to be aware of
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that. He asked me for the grid"eoordinates, which at that time, T didn’t have with me and I told

~him Iwould call him right back. I got off the track to look to my map and right away, we got hit,

B

" my medevac track got hit with an RPG. I don’t know if you had a chance'to look at that or-not,
but the track been repaired, but it has a hole where it got hit, and I also got h1t by about two or
three 601 mortar rounds. The track was disabled. A lot of Marines Were, well one of the |

' Iieutenants .a lot of Marines were saying First Sergeant, get these Marines out of here and get

- them back across the bndge gomg south. I think at that time I know it was, it seemed kind of far,

everyone was kind of nervous, I think I was a little nervous but I know I showed Iwasin eontrol

S0 deep mSIde my mind I say I’m not doing that, that’s surc1da1 cause you know what happened

when ‘we came through that and everyone shootmg at the tracks so I said we’re not domg that.

What I drd, was I got the Marmes out of there cause we’re receiving fire and you can see-and you

can hear vuhen they fire the RPGs. The sound, the whistle and sound and you see them coming.

I'm glad for I guess they can’t shoot anyways but a lot of the RPGs - they weren’t detonating.

They were just landing, and they were going by us. Isaw one coming right straight to our track.

It hit the back bounced off and landed about 40 yards away and never exploded ‘So I decided to |

- get the Mannes out out of the track with one of my sergeants who’s a trammg NCO, so he’s

located in the same track with me, so he’s like my nght hand man for the medevacs. His name is

Sgt - So me and Sgt .ook the five casualties out of there and took them across the street

to the west side of the bndge Actually was to the east side of the bndge and set them down. At |

that time I grabbed SSgt-SSgl-s the platoon sergeant for the mortar section. I

"grab th Actually he was section leader at that time, he’s platoon sergeant now. But I grabbed

- himso he could help me with the casualties cause everyone was calling my name, because there

were more casualties everywhere. Also when I got those Marines out of their tracks and
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brmgmg them across the street that’s when Lot hit one more time and also SgtgiR 2ot

, h1t one more time. Second time they got hit.
COL SRR, Vhat did they get hit with?

1 ST They got hit with RPGs, Sir. Put him right there on the west side of the
bridge, ﬁght B‘y the ditch tﬁere. I put them all there with a eoresmaﬁ and SSgt -'looked
to my right and started walking to my ﬁght,w_here the, it was ebeut 50 to 70 yards away going
north on the west side of the bridge. One of the mortar pos, SSztgEER Col -nd LCpl

- And when I got there they were just pumping rounds out. Itook a knee and this is
exactly the words that came out of the SSgt s mouth, hey First Sergeant we’re in a shit sandwich.
I said, yes SSgt we are. And at thet time I only spoke to him only about 30 seconds. Iwas
kneeling down beside him and at that time SS gt-vho Ileft w1th the five casualﬁes ealled
me, First Sergea.nt, First Sergeant you need to get back over here, I don’t think S gt.is
going to make it. SoI got up and start walking back towards the bridge, which was aboﬁt 50to

* 75 yards aWay. I walk probably half way there, ‘ab’o‘ut 40 yards already, I hear the A-10. The
reason I know it’s an A-10 is because I know the sound that he makes once he ﬁes the gun and

also I can see it.
CcOoL ~ You say you can see it. “Where do you see it? Where was it moving from?

1 SGT- It was moving from southwest past the bridge to northeast. So I have already -
walked about.‘ 40 yards towards Sgt -1th the five casualties, with SSgt -cause they

had called me. They were thinking he wasn’t going to make it so, I start walking down there.
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That s when I hear the A-10 ana 1 heard the sound of the guns and I look up The first tlme I
dldn’t see it, that’s when SSgt-had got h1t That s when I knew it was the plane cause you
l can hear it flying low, I don’t know how low. I heard when the guns fired. AllI d1d ‘was put my
head down with my head and hands facing away from SS gt— You can hear the rounds hit |
A the ground, exploding and give or take maybe 30 seconds after that. i’m not sure 30 seconds to a
'mjmite, probably 30 seconds. Th‘e second run Which I believe probably his wingman. I'm not
sure 1f they work in pairs or not. I’'m not too familiar how they work, but maybe it was h1s
ngman At that time the second one, the second run went and the rounds exploded Then I

looked to my right again and I was just talking to him, and T looked over there and saw they were

laying down on the ground.

‘ COL--HOW many? Who was laying down?

1% SGT _ There was three of them, but I think five of them gof -hit. The three Marines

for sure, that I just talked to them a minute or sobefore, SS gt- Cp!4SER =nd LCpl

-~ # I 11look over there and I see them laylng down so I walk there and one of the thmgs that

amazed me was that - SSgtd 1 look at him and CEENEGG—
SR ok o Co! N
“
—

And I know exactly who they were because I was Just talking
to them. I think I know every Marine in my company. I've been in the battalion 3 years 3
months now._. N
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COL—You say there were two other Marines? o
v soriles s it 4, | o
-Iﬁ I satd sOmebody give me a poncho. My sergeant, was |
with me, S gt he brought me three ponchos and I put them on top of the- ITtum
around and about 15 yards away there was another Marine, h1s name was Cpl- Cpl |
| —was also‘t the side of the road. I've never...a few minutes before that when I »
vwas' talking to him I never saw Cpl— He’s also in that platoon but he’s a machine
gunner.. He’s not a mortar man so, I don’t know where he was coming from 'becauee it was
chaos. People runmng everywhere We had tracks Just pullmg to the side of the road, Marines
just got out and started running. So— was the other one nght beside the road. Iputa
poncho on him too. I’m not exactly sure if he got hit by the plane or not. What I know for sure, |
- and there’s no doubtin my mind at all; that those other_-three 'Meﬁnes were Sir, [ know they got
hit by the plane. Cause those were the only rounds that hit at that time. Everything happened so
fast, and I just happehedto be right there. When I looked, it was right there, it was them The
 other Marine was, the fifth Marine, he was L+ LS v 2s, say this is the bridge
right here going this W&}", and this is the center of the road...this is east and this ie west. Lt
‘Was @»centered in the road. _A lot of people...cause I found the hody and I tell how
I ﬁnd the body people saying yeah he got hit by an A-10. ButI can’t really say because I'm not

an expert in ammumtlons The only thing I can say is how I find his body. “
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' _ The 6thei' thing that I can say about where I found his body is a 10”c of black round |
‘sp'p_ts Iike‘ powder, like somethin‘gj'bumed there but there waé no damage to the ﬂoOr,' to the | '

. éqncrete. Just a big black épof, ﬁké powder. And that’s the only thing I can say. Once again [
.can honestly say, I don’t know if he got hit by the A—lOI or ﬁot, but those~

" about 15 yards, about 10 more yards to the center of the road was Lt

COL- Go back for one second. You mentioned that there were originally five
Marines oi/er by the tree that were killed.

1% SGT -No, I was talking about five casualties.
COL_- So there were only three mortar men over there.

1% SGT - Yes, Sir. It was just three mortar men over there, which was SSgt SR, Cp!
. — and LCpl MM That was the only three. The other damage that happened right
there was the mortar itself. I don’t know if ybﬁ got a chance to see it yet, but we gotitina

box. ..if you want to look at it later on. It~’_s.ﬁom the rounds that got hit, all kind of damageto -
" the... |

COLYMNR You were sl taking small arms, mortar, artillery, and RPG fire?

: , P
. ’ 7
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1% SGT- Yés, Sir. Yes,I was,'but not right there and then. nght there the only atfack’
 We were takmg is the A-lO Sir. But as we...were Wa.lkmg from left to nght at the side of the
Iroad, we kept recelvmg mortar rounds and artillery and all that. What else I was gomg to say?
" The other thing that, I don’t know...with the three bodles that got‘ hit.. .there were a bunch of
| round_s'that I believe,',‘once again, I don’t know if they were shot by the A-10 but, when ﬁve shoﬁ,v.
them to the other Marines, the CO, and the company Gunney and all that, they;assure me fhat_ if
was from a...it was the type of rpunds that an A-10 ﬁres'.. Istill gbt a few that I_kepf with me in

- case you want one.
COLS 1 have one. Let me grab it
1* SGT -: That’s the one. Yes.

COI-I’ve got round that somebody’s given me. Is this the type of round that you

found at the scene?

1% SG"I- Yes, Sir. There were lots all over where the bodies were laying down there.

OL- This is the same type of round?

18 SGT-I‘he same type of round. Yes, Sir. What élse', Sir? Later on, well it seems

liked evei'ything happene’dA in minutes, but now I realizg 4abc'>ut 3 -3 1/2 hours. To be honest with

&

you, I thought evérything last about 15 minutes, but that’s not the case. Later on W_e had more
casualties, Cpl {ffff§and Cpl -which I brought in with the casualties, but somehow they
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end up...they got putup ina track, Ibelieve by Lt - which is his platoon commander, and

_ those two Marines belonged to him. I‘remémber saying,. he was one of our Marines who came

| up to me and said Flrst Sergeant, we need to put this Marine in a track and éend him down south |

crosé the bridge, and I sﬁd, I’m not doing that, Sir. I already éalled .for a medevac. It’s coming,

Somebody’s coming to get us. They’i:e notv_g,oingA nowhere. So that was said-and then later on I

find out that he had grabbed his fwo. Marines and put them in a track and went back. They made

" it. ,Tl.n'ee of the tracks'happened to go back. I don’t know who took the initiative .to send those

, ﬁ‘oops back, right now nobody knows how they got back. Maybe it was on the crewchiefor

whatever, initiative té go b@ck and 'those‘track_s crossed the bridge heading down south énd that's
when tbgy gothit. A lot of Marines ended up g_etting killed Béca_use two of those trac];s belonged

" to the mortar men and was there a lot of mortar rbunds,_ HE rounds, HP founds and 0nce the stuff

caught on fire they were getting burned inside the i:fac_ks.
COL-HOW many total? Eight, ten runs occurred, total?

o S_G"[- To my knowledge, Sir, that I remember, four. Four runs plus with the

wingman, eight times. That’s what I can recall.

COI.— Do you know of any other injuries or deaths, other than those you just

spoke of, from the A-10s? .

1 'SG’I— No. That’s probably the only ones that were caused by the A-10. And like I

said, [ mentioned the dead Marines before, but for sure of those I can say three of them were

- caused by one of the runs.
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L-md you see any— Aaytin

was -m the zone to try to cease the fire from the A—10s‘7 _

T SGT- Yes; Sir. At one time, my gunney sergeant, Ist Sgt_ he_
—vlnch is supposed to mean friendlies, or cease fire. Also
the police sergeant -There were two other ones thatIseen -out Idon’t

 know who did that.
| COI— Wﬁat were the winds like? Do you rec@ what the winds x‘;vere h'ke?.
| 1* ST Not reaily, Sir.

1% SGT -They went up, not straight up, but kind of angled up towards the...I know for.
a fact the one that my company gunney ﬁred fired towards the plane, when the plane was |

| coming,
COL QD And ow high will those [N

| 1 SGT- T‘hey go pretty high, Sir. Give or take—
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‘Easily discérnable by you on the

 gromnd?

i

7%t SGT_ I say,rspread for about 30 or 50 yards maybe. Probably about that much. I V

"don’t know what else...
COL- In closing, I want to remind you that this is an official interview and direct

that you not discuss youf testinioﬁy with anyone wifh_out the board’s permission or until the

report has been officially released to the public. Do you understand?

- 1*SGT [ Yes. Sir. Tunderstand.
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12 April 2003 o
- Interview with GYSGT{ NN

)

COL- Please state your name, rank, social security number and your organization.

_ GYSG"I— My name is— I’}ni a Gunnery Sergeant in Charlie
Comp_any 1/2.' I’'m the Company Gunnery Sergeant for Charlie Company. My social secuﬁty
number is XXX-XX-XXXX,

COL- My name is Colonel ..nd under the d1rect10n of board pres1dent

Bngadler General William F. Hodgkms we’re investigating a friendly fire incident that occurred

on 23_March 03 near An 'Nasiriyah, Iraq. This investigation, conducted under DOD Instruction

6055.7 is separate from any other inirestigation which may héve been conducted concerning this

‘1 incident. The purpose of this investigation is to prodﬁce a publicly releasable report on the facts
and circumsténces eurrounding this incident and gather and preserve evidence for use in claims, -
htrgatron disciplinary actions, admmrstratrve proceedings and for all other purposes. Your

* “testimony to me may be used for any proper purpose and may be released to the public.
Addrtlonally, the chain of command will review the report. Do you understand what I have just

“read to you?

GYSGT SR Y<s. sir. 1 do.
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COL-Fmally, do you understand that you re bemg mtemewed as a'witness in
thlS fnendly fire mc1dent and acknowledge that no promise of conﬁdentlahty has been extended

to you?

GYsGT | v<s, si-. 1 do.

COL— Do you solemnly swear or afﬁrm that the testlmony you are about to give in

the matter under- mvestlgatlon shall be the truth and nothmg but the truth, so help you God?
vsor [ o
COL-_ OK, Gunney. We’ll pick it up when Charlie Company crossed over the

north bridge. If you would relate to me, in your own Words, what transpired once you began

crossing the north bridge.

. GYSGT- OK. Coming up to the north bridge, we were feceiving small arms fire
the entire way_through the town. Once Wc’d crosséd-over the bridge, I Waé ina Humfee
follOwing niy company. There were 12 Amtracks in front of me. Thad 3 Humvees. My

- Humvee was behmd the rear Amtrack. Ihad a LAD attachment stinger guys right behmd me. I

- had my second company vehicle with my pohce sergea.nt They were taking up the rear. Aswe
roll across the bridge, things are starting to get pretty ugly down there. There’s mortars going
off, arty going off, and there’s RPGs flying all over the place. There’s.still a heavy amount of

small arms and machine gun fire. Once we cross over the bridge, as soon as I can get, I guess,
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200-300 meters from the br'idge; eur Amtracks start to peei off, into a hefﬁngbohe. Someof

 them head off on the right side of the road, on the east side and some pull off on the west side of

the road. -

COI- Do you know how many were on either side?

GYSGT -I couldn’t tell you. It happened so qmck I was assummg it was pretty
_ much close to half and half 1 couldn’t tell you an actual number. As the last track peeled off, it
peeled off to the right and I looked at the banks. The road was on both sides pretty steep and I
decided it was too steep to try to puil the Humvees off the road, 50 I told my driver. We stopped

- our Humvees on the road. All three Humvees stopped and we jumped out of the vehicles and we

slid down the berm.

OL- And which side were you on?
B GYSG'I-We were on the east side of the road.
| ‘COL— And you were still taking fire at this time?

GYSGT— We’re still taking fire, still taking fire. We’re on the east side of the

road. There was a track up here on the road...I think it was a mortars track...I’m not sure which

track it was. Later I found out it was a mortars track, cause it had a lot of HE mortars in it that

would continue to go off while it was burning.
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coﬁldﬁfi tell you howv long it was But the aircraft came from. east to westand it was rolling
. p;etfy much perpendicuiar to the road, a little bit to the south. We could hear it let it's ordinance -
l go, it’s chain gun is what I call it. It went ‘c;ff, and the first thing we thought was, well there goes
| the bad guys. But that’s not Wha-t happened. It rained:d()vx./n on top of us. I thmk they hit this’
track, and might have hit this track up here, I’m not sure. 'We were down here close when we got
out of the hummers and the track was burmng So I'moved all the Marines as far down aswe
could go, to the south from the vehlcles thmkmg that if I moved them away from the vehmles
then of course the plane wouldn’t h1t ps. After the plane comes by I don’t know how long it was
before it returns. I don’t know if it was two, if it was one, whatever thé case might be. But it
wasn’t too long aﬁe_r that when the plane returned. And the next time hé came back he was-
down here towards the south, where we were at. So we had to turn and run back: toward the
burning vehicles to dodge h1m I guess ‘he madé about four or five runs when I got my hands on-

+ R e vt s s T s SRIY

1 guess about on his

fifth run, I was up by the vehicles and he’s coming in.

COL—Were these all gun runs do you know?’

GYS.GT- These were.. I wasn’t sure exactly what kind of ordinance he was
firing till talking to people later. Based on the sound and the way that it would h1t, it was a
rockeye, explodes above the ground. What he would do is he would come in, and I guess, ﬂares '

would come out the side of it, and 1 think that’s his anti-aircraft system, defense mechanism.
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‘. COL-At_ about what altitude do you think he was at?

cysCT g Gos.-

| COL— I know, 'that’s_'hard. How well could ybu see him?

SO coud seehimprey sooc.
_ don’t know, hard to say... - : -

COI_- Three or four thousand or so?
B GYSGT— Or so...I can’t be sure.

\
o

‘COL_ Understand, understand.
*vsor (R Bt e mado severat runs vy i e (Y

and we’re sitting there watching h1m and we’re'by the bumiﬁg vehicleé and we’re just ~Watching'
to see if he’s going to pee_l off of that and not hit us again. And we’re waiting, and we’re

yvaiting, and we know he’s getting ready to drop his load, so‘we take off again down back toward
the bridge and he hits again. Idon’t know what came first, whether it was the chain gun o |
roékeye, but we hear a loud sound that .Would hit and go “whumf” and it’d just throw dirt and
everything else up in the air. We’d hear machine gun rounds hitting the deck and we’d hear the.

chain gun itself. And then he’d go on over.. I kept running back up to the vehicle, cause it was
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still on the _roa_d and it was still takmg rounds, and I grabbed niy radio out of there. I get onthe
| . radio and I'm screaming, “Cease the air strikes, cease the air strikes.”

T

COL— Do you know what channel, what frequency you were using? -
GYSGT -I was on BattalionTAC 1, énd I’'m calling for 'everyone on there. Ican -
hear people talkmg on there but nobody answers me, nobody answers me. I’m screammg on
there, “Cease the air strikes, cease the air stnkes » 1 guess screamed on there for about a minute,
a minute and a half and then I'heard one voice come over, which was L1eutenant- he’s the
track commander. He heard me on the rad10 I guess he was on the west side of the road. HIS
track was st111 going and he was still alive. At this time, I had- no idea who was dead, who was

aﬁve, or what was gbing on. He tells me he also made tﬁat ca]],Acease air strike. -
COL— Did he get any response?

GYSGT— He couldn’t tell me then, cause I had to throw the radio down because -
‘the A-10 was back again. I had to leave the radio and we had to run back here and duck again to

avoid that.

, COL-.And what happened to L-
‘GYSGT —-s still here. I'm not sure if his track got hit by the A-10. But

after the A-10 went by, I ran back and got on the radio again. I call for him and I finally get him
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on the mic and he says it’s been ceased, the air éhike has been ceased. Durmg all of this -the
- mortars, the artillery and the émall arms and the machjne’ guns and everything is still on us. I.
don’t know I guess seven, eight, nine runs he probably made over the top of us. Myself and all
of: my pohce sergeants and I think our photographer, he ended up getting there w1th me
somehow, we were all pretty much trapped and about 100 yards to run back and forth. Crossmg ’
the road was pretty much out of the question. We’d have got chopped down as soon as we went

-up the road. o ﬁndmg out Where his nose Was, and running away from it,

trymg to avo1d the mortars and the small arms and everything gomg on. In between there,
somewhere in between there...I don’t know which run he had made, Ilooked down past this last
track and I guess about 75 yards I could see one of my rnortartubes setup. I didn;t even know
‘the mortars were set up-and that they were even shooﬁng. But I could see one mortar set up, and
as I looked down on it, I just. glanced at it and then there was a big explosion. The mortar |

- postion and the N ' <o~ oo gy -+ koo™

it was a big explosion.

COL - Were there people around the mortar when it got hit?
GYSGT_ There were people around the mortar when it got hit. Shortly after that

 there was smoke and everything, 1t was when Lt-came wa]k:mg out of the dust. He was just

madazeandhe swalkmg

oL o s L i)
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- GYSGT —_18 the wéapbns platoon comniander. o

l COL —And Whére was he located?

GYSGT — He was with the F1ST track. And at this time I think he was tryingto -

" work ﬁres with h1s mortars.
COL QN So he was on the east side?

GYSGT— So he probably would have been, well, I don’t know. He ended up on
. the east side with me. I don’t know where he was at during the ordeal, but he ended up on the

east sidé«[ He walks past the track and he’s Walking I see him walkmg The nght side of his

-d he’s just black from smoke and stuff. He’s just in a daze. I

grab him and throw him on the berm and then we try to get a bandage out. So one of the ‘
Man'nes opens up a first aid kit and throv\}s me a bandage. By the time'I get it out to patchup his -
}- -qd try to stop some of the bleeding the A-10 comes in right on top of us again. Gotta grab
him and Tun to avoid that. Somewhere throughout this we ended up gettmg him on one of the

medevac tracks to get h1m out of there

COD-Wheré was the medevac track?

‘ GYSG- I mean, there was a couple running. I think the first sergeant was on

'thé other side trying to get people in médevao tracks and get them to move and stuff, and then
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one ended up on my side at one p-oint.v In between there there was two h:ﬁéks Isawup onthe
. road. Th:y slowed down as they were going past us, they were medevacs...
.‘ ) . .

COL S Going south?

- GYSGT —Goiﬁg,south. Trying to get the Mannes back to thc. battalion so we
._c:ould gc:: them out of there. Ijust looked up over an(li. saw a track got h1t somewhere near the
bridge, and this was right after the A-10 went over. I _heard a Marine screaming at me, gunney, '

- we gotta get on a track...we gotta _get..out of here. I seen that track got hit, and I said no we ain’t
gettingon a track; We’re just going to have to-ﬁaneuver, but w_e’re ﬁdt going to getona track. I

guess we were there 3 /2-4 hom*s or so, before the first tank rolled across.

cOLEJNEED How many wounded did you have with you there? And how many déad;

do you know?

| GYSQT — At this time, I was not sure b‘ecause all the dead were on the other side
of the burnmg track. First Ser_geant was tfying to gather those up and he was‘ placing them in a
line right beside the road, so we could gather them ub. Thad no idea how many people wé:e
dead, how many people were wounded. This was like our own little W§r1d, iaiece of area that we
had. The other sidé of the'frack, we didn’t have a clue what Was going on. The only thmg I
knew tliat went oﬁ on the other side of the track Wés that one mortar pbsitioﬂ was set up and I
‘seen it go awéy. Shortly 'aﬂe'r'I saw Lt..sé I'm qssumiﬁg that’s where he got hit. I’ﬁ

~ assuming that’s where some of my mortar men got hit as well, including the weapons platoon
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| sergeant, SSgt NN, He was kﬂled right there too. But all in all we shot my police sergeants

- soto20;. [ —

. COL ‘And they were still making runs?

GYSGT — They were still making runs. .still making runs. We just‘ couldn’t get
them to shut it off. When the first tank rolled across, the ﬁrmg was starting to die down now, the
. tank comes across. I don’t even know if he shot when he came across the bridge or not. He may
- have. I really couldn’t tell you. When he shows up on the road, I’'m right down at the berm and
| I can see him when he pulls up. He’s got three of my casualties on the bgck.'of the tank right
there and I think é corpsman Wés working and he hollers af me he has three other 'cas'ualti.es.

%
e

COL &SN V' s the A-10 still making runs at thls point?

-~ GYSGT _ Negative. Negative. After Lt- the 'track commander had got
back up Wlth him on the radio he said the A-10, the air stnke had béen ceased. I dldn’t see them
*-no more aﬁer that.. So once that tank came by, he kept rollmg on down and then the next |
company W1th tracks, I thirk it was Bravo Company, but I’m not sure. Ijust remember seemg
”the company gunney in his vehicle come by last. There’s no fires going on at this time. It was
- pretty much quiet. We started trying to gather people up. Get head counts and stuff. That’s

when I walked down here with the First Sergeant and we started counting the bodies and loading
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; —
them up in the back of the hummer The platoon sergeants and platoon commanders are trying to
pull all their Marines in and ﬁgure out who they’re mlssmg
COL~ How long between the first time you crossed the northern bridge and when

it beea.me quiet and all the fire stopped? Do you know about how long that Was?

GYSGT - Somewhe’re betwe'en three and four hours. Which I mean, I didn’t -
k:now that at the time. Because it a11 went so quick. I dldn’t know we had been there that long I
was ﬁgurmg it was twenty minutes. I think we started crossmg the bndge 10 30, 10:40,

~ somewhere along in there.- It was 15-16:00, somewher_e towards the evening when everybedy

_got across there. Inever looked down at my watch. I wasn’t thinking about it...

!

COL- No, no...understand, I understand. How many KIA did you see?

'GYS GT— From that point wheﬁ we went down.there to check on our dead, I

- think me and the First ..Sergea:nt, the CO and a couple of other Marines loaded, I think it was five

- thet we loaded to the back of my humraer. Cleered the back of my hummer, had some gear m it
and put it in the other hummer. | Puf ﬁve in the back of 'h’ere, and drove them on down. The
company was moving us, or the battalion was moving us north a little bit. We were
consolidating. ‘So we put them in the back of the huinmer- and we drove oﬁ down. Battalion Aid

Station hed setup a casualty point there and they were tending to the wounded.

‘ COL-’V ant to take a break?
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' GYSGT— No. Shorﬂy after I get up there with my vehlcle Lt - who is XO

in one of the other compames tells me that medevac b1rds are coming, and that we ’re going to
put our -KIAs’ in one of the birds. The birds land and we start putting the wounded in ene bird

and I drive the hummer around to the other bird Where we’re not puttmg any of the Wounded m

~ and get some Marmes over there and we start unloading the dead and putting them into the helo.

' At the casualty collectron pomt they had one that was KIA right there, not mcludmg the five that

were in my hummer. There was one that was 1a1d there, they hadn’t covered up. We went
ahead and grabbed him and carned him up to the bird. At about that time, when we were getting
him up to the bird there was another berm back over here. We found _another one of our
Marines. Back. to the east, there’s another berm that we didn’t see. Tguessa Marihe went over
there to make a head call and seen LCpl—OVCI' there. So, sihee a Marine’s over there we

grabbed him and put him dn one of the birds. So, that day I saw seven of them.

coL SN - < losing, I want to remind you that this is an official interview and not td

- discuss your testimony with anyone without the board’s permrssmn or until the report hasbeen -

officially released to the public. Do you understand?

cysoT R e 1.

-COL'—Thank you.
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12 April2003

Interview with Gunney Sergeant —

COL— Please state your full name, rank, social security number and billet, please.

1

GYSGT - - XXX-XX XXXX. Platoon Sergeant, Alpha Company,

; . First Platoon

-_C.OL-' OK, my name is Colonel-nd under the direction of board -
president, Brigadier General William F. Hodgkins, we’re investigating a ﬁiei1d1y ﬁre incident
that occtn'red-on 23 March 03 near An Nasiriyah, Iraq. This investigation, conducfed unde_f

| DOD Tnstruction 6655.7 is separate and apart from any other investigation which may ha\:re ‘be_env

: conducted concerning this incident. The purpdse of this investigation is to produce a publiely
releasable report on the facts and circumstances su'rrounding this incident and gather and |
preserve evidence for use in clauns, litigation, disciplinary actions, adverse adm1mstrat1ve
proceedmgs and for all other purposes. Your sworn testlmony to me may be used for any proper

-V purpose and may be released to the public. Addmonally, the chain of command will review the

final report. Do you understand what I have read to you?
cysor [ e, i

COL_ Finally, do you also understand that you’re being interviewed as a witness
“in this friendly fire investigation-and acknowledge that no nromise of conﬁdentiality has been

extended to you?




’

GYSGT es, Sir.

COL- Do you solemnly swear or affirm that the testimony you are about to give in

. the matter now under i mvestlgatlon shall be the truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God?

GYSGT— Yes, Sir.

vk

: COI-OK, Gunney, I pretty much knovi} what happened when your folks crossed

the bridge. What I’d like you to relate to me is your first knowledge that an an'craft was running

on you and the ordmance that you think they expended on you, the KIA and wounded that

happened because of that ordinance, the actions that you or anyone €lse took that‘you witnessed

to abort or stop the air and get it off you and times and number of passes the oircraﬁ made vand

-run headiﬁgs,-and that would be about it, OK?

"~ GYS GT- My whole world is through a doggone periscope. The only time that I saw

one is when I was on the ground. ‘As soon as we crossed the bridge, 211 got hit by an RPG. I

jumped out of my tractor, ran over there, started evacuatmg the crew, and grabbmg weapons and

- throwing them off that vehicle that was on fire. Iran over with them behmd a berm along the

road and you could hear the sound of the Vulcan. A young Marine asked me what that was, and

- about th%t time we .started taking mortar fire also. It was off in the distance, I was assuming it

was probably going after mortar positions in the treeline. It had a very distinct sound. I said it

. was the sound of an A-10, from a Vulcan. It was reassuring that they were there. Then Iran
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| éroun’d for awhile, got bac_kin my vehicle, sfarted trying to figure oﬁt where the hell fire Waé -
comiﬁg from. Mortars were cdmjng m and then. I don’t know how in the .hell I eﬁded up back
on _j_;he ground égain; Aﬁér my yehiclé got .shot by an RPG, I was back on the ground agaiﬁ.
Tha;t’s when I realized that there was. ...that the A-10 was now shooting at us I looked up -at the
"sky, Iwasn’tin my vehicle anymore and I saw little...looked like stars. Then as soon as] saw }

stars, I started ru_hning'across. . trymg to gét to my vehicles. -
COL— What direction was the A-10 coming in from?

GYSGT _ At the time, I was on the weét side of the road m my vehicle that’s shot and
vdisabled. They were taking out all the césualties that I had in the back of my vehicie. I went

| rqnning vdo»wn the west side‘of the road to get...and Sgt _and his vehicle. His vehicie

| : waSn’t; ..he was on the ground. ‘He came WaHdng up and asked what the hell to do. Isaid we |
had to get the patients, all the casualties off my vehicle, to get them the - out of ther'é. I dop’t
remember how many vehicles came up, they got the pat_ients onto the vehicles, took off across
the bridge, and as soon as they got...he had an Ameﬁcan ﬂag. ..he stuck in his smoke grenadc ,
launcher. Taking off across the roéd trying to get to the bridge. As soon as he got to the bridge, |
~‘ycA)u saw the sparkles and one of the Amtrécks got blown up. Then LIEUTENANT and I were,
Awh_at the hell...we Were'. ol stiil had an Amtraék when the mortars...I don’t know, they...I

, remember seeing the little star clusters. . Awo or three times...and running back and forth...

COL — You said somebody had an American flag?
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GYSGT- Right. That was Sgt “ He had it propped up in hlS smoke grenade

 launcher, and he’s trying to cross the bridge. It got blown up...the tractor got cut in half

]

COL_ Could you see it? Was it hanging off the smoke launcher?

" GYSGT -It wasn’t a little flag. It was a regular post flag, American flag.
OL- And it was out...

GYS GT- As a matter of fact, @ took a picture of it and sold it and if was on the
cover ofNewsWeek,vor some damned magazine He Was the lead vehiele'out ;of the three or four‘
| that went back and his veh1c1e was destroyed on the bridge by that damned bird. I just remember
seemg that thing. Idon’t actually remember seeing the mrcraft 1tse1f I remember seeing the

little star things and all the i lmpacts and the distinct sound of the chain gun going off.
- COL- Do you know how many passes the A-10 made?

- GYSGT - I don t even remember seeing the...as I said, my whole world is through a
| periscope. It’s a very small world. The only tlme I ever really have any vertical s1ght at all was

when I was on the ground. There was probably three maybe four times.
co g Y
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| CO[— In closing, I want to remind you ‘that this is an official interview and direct

that you not discuss your testimony with anyone without the board’s permission or uJitil_the

| report has been officially released to the public. Do you understand?

GYSGT R Yes. si-
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12 April 03,21:46 L
COL— Go ahead and please state your name, rank and your social secunty number

for the record and b111et for the record.

SSGT— Staff Sergeant, XXX—XX XXXX, Mortar Section Leader, C

Company, 1% Battalion, 2™ Marmes

CO ' y name is Colonel ~ Under'the direction of the board president, -
Brigadier General William F. Hodgkins, we are investigating a friendly fire incident rhat
“occurred on 23 March 03 near An Nasmyah, Iraq This investigation conducted under DOD

. Instruction 6055.7 is separate and apart from any other i mvesngatlon that may have been
conducted concermng this incident. The purpose of this investigation is to produce a pubhcly

. releasable report on the facts and mrcumstances surrounding this incident, and gather and
preserve ev1dence for use in clalms htrgatlon, disciplinary actions, adverse ademsiratlve |
proceedmgs and for all other purposes Your sworn testimony to me may be used for any proper
purpose and may be released to the pubhc Addmonally the chain of command will review the

-final'report. Do you understand what I have just read to you?

'SSGT- Yes, Sir. -
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COL -Fmally, do you also understand that you are bemg interviewed as a witness

_ in this friendly fire i investigation and acknowledge that no promlse of confidentiality has been

’

extended to you?
ssGT I <. st 1 oo

COL_ Do you solemnly swear or affirm that the testimohy you are about to give in

the matter now under investigation shall be the truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God?

SSGTHR Yes, sir.

COL-OK, Sergeant if you would please relay to me where you were in the |

column of Amtracks as you crossed over the north bridge and what you saw relatlve to the

- fnendly fire incident.

~ SGT I was in track 208. Tt was the third track, which is the CO"s track then our

track. We ceme over the north bridge, one of the 3™ Platoon’s tracks got hit. Autoniatically we |

COL —What do you mean “herringboned?”
-Wthh was the east side?
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SSGT-Yes the east side. As soon as that happened the doors came down on the -
: track Ihad one gun crew, from morta.rs with me, the other two were on the CO s track We both
~ came out we got to gether. For the most part we were firing mortars at the enemy for about

B anywhere fmm 30 to 45 mmutes We were in a fight with them. We got a volley fire of RPGs,

: about seven of them in on our position. We d1sbursed As soon as that happened we looked up

and A—lOs were overhead.
COL-You saw the A-107
SSGT—I sawthe A—lt).
¥y o | | N 7

OL—' What altitudo do you think the A-10 was at?
| SSGT— I don’t know. That’s hard. About— feet, sométlﬁng tike that.
COL“ It was op there aways.‘
SéG’t_Yes, it was up thero a vttays. o
Cbld-vVHere was it in the sky relative to where you Were?
SSGfl"_ It was ooming in from the east.
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- COLAR = to west? .

SSGT- East to west. It came in east to west. We plcked up, me, Capt- and

some of the mortar men and the FiST, we all p1cked up and moved to the other s1de of the road.
Some of the other guys, they got split up. | SS gt- who was my platoon sergeant at the time,
Lt- who ‘was my platoon commander,.Lt- in charge of the track, went the other
way with a couple_ of other ﬁoﬂm men. . I- was running, basically, I hesitated for a second, and I -
took off behind the other mortar men. As I wes running that way, I saw flares, I heard asound
like &k kkdoknmsokdodonk and I looked back to my left and I saw SSgt-and PFC
—and they were alldlaying there. Pretty much, I'knew whai haiopened, to them. So I
continued to run across the road. AsIwas runmng across the road, I looked down to my left and

- saw Lt | oing across the road Next thmg I saw was -
COL- NOW, did you hear anything before that? Do you know what hit him?
. SSG’I- It looked like a, I know the nomenclature, awart...

COL- A warthog? An A-10?
- ssGT [ A A-Lo0.

coL — Do you know what type of ordinance hit him? Did you hear anything

before it hit him?




'SSGT -I saw some flares.. .and...

1

COI.From the aircraft?

N SSGT- .and it looked like a mlssﬂe came out. Some kind of missile. “ :

-At ﬁrst I thought it m1ght have been a mortar round. A mortar round ain’t going to |
~ As soon as I saw that I kept going across the road. We ended up
gettmg into a ditch. I was lookmg up into the sky the whole time at the A-l 0 and it changed it’s |
drrectlou. _Changed which way it was cormng from. Now it was coming from north to south

| right over rhe top fo us. Isaw flares, heard the ***#s# sk and Co, Capt-aid let’s
move, SO we stérted going beck A"co the other side. Assoon as that happened I looked around and
Isay RTO’s antenrré sticking up in the air, and I yelled at them get the antennas down. As soou

~asl yelled that I looked to my right and another rocket came in right beside us. I think that’s
whe Cpl- caught shrapnel from that rocket. I couldn’t really get what kind of
‘rocket it was, I just know it came from the direction or‘ the A-10. As soon. as that happened we

. got back across the road to the east side. We were running back toward the south on the east side
and we stopped by SSst R Cr! —, and PFC -had been shot, and it looked '
hke- Tt looked like something came down the road on all three of them. I stayed there
for a second. The rest of them kept running down south. Stayed there for a second, I looked
back up and I saw flares, I heerd the *##*+#44% and | kept moving. Th1s was about the foutth
pass. I moved to one side, and then he changes direcﬁon agein. He comes ﬁ'om east to west

again. I looked up I saw the flares, heard the ****%* and I moved again, I Just hoped I was

-moving in the nght dlrectlon I finally end up making it down to where Gunne)-and

were. Gunney_as trying to get anyone on__the radio. Also had someone
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from the.....Staff Sergeant from the Stinger, they fire Stmgers, he was there He was also trying -
| to get someone on the radio to call the air off. It made another pass. Inall, I think it made elght

- passes. Finally nggot hold of them...someone got hold of the air and they called the A-10 off,

~ coL QR Got = hold of who?

SSG’I- Yeah, the FAC Finally the A-10 bugged out. Pretty much you could see the

damage and what was done. I lost one mortar system to it, shot all to crap Altogether, Ican’t

say how many Marines I lost to it, but that day I lost 14 Marines. So...

£ —
and someone on top of his Amtrack with an American flag, waving it and the guy still shot. We

were trying everything we could to call the air off of us. Until the A-10 showed up, basrcally on -

their own. As soon as he showed up, everything just went....downhill.
COL (i s that a1l you have?

SSCT R Yes. si
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_ COL- closing, I want to remind you that this is an ofﬁcié;l:intewiew and not to
- discuss your testimony with anyone without the board’s permission or until the report has been

officially released to the public. Do you understand?

N

sSGTR Yes st
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12 April 2003, 22:34 L

| .COL- Please state your name, rank and your social security number and your

billet.

SSGT- Staff Sergeant, XXX-XX-XXXX, 1* Platoon Sergeaht,_

Charlie Company, 1/2. |

CQL- My name is Colonel-Under the direcﬁon of the board president,

Bﬁgadier General William F. Hodg_ldns, we are investigating-a ﬁiendly fire incident that

~occurred on 23 March 03 near An Nasiriyah, Iraq. ’fhis investigation condﬁC_ted under DOD

| Instrﬁction 6055.7 is sepérafe aﬁd apart from any other iﬁvesﬁgation that may haVe been
conducted concerning this incident. The purpose of this investigéti(;n is to produce a publicly
releasable report on the facfs and circumstdnces surroundjﬁg this incident, and géther and

-7 preserve evidence for use in claims,v litigation, disciplinary actidns, adverse administrative
proceedings, and for all other purposes.- Your sworn testixﬁony to me may be used for any propér
‘purpose and may be released to the public. Additio‘na]ly the chain of command will feview the

final report. Do you understand what I have just read to you?

SSG’I-YeS, Sir.,
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COL ‘ Fmally, do you also understand that you are bemg mterwewed as a ‘witness
_in this friendly fire mvestlgatlon and acknowledge that no promise of conﬁdentlahty has been

o

extended to you?
ssoT I ves. siv

’ COL—)O you solemnly swear or affirm that the testimony you are about to give in

the matter now under mvest1gat10n shall be the truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God?

| ,SSGT_ Yes, Sir.

COT-" OK, Staff Sergeant, would you please relay to me where you were as you

crossed over the northern bridge and what you witnessed relative to the friendly fire incident?

SSGT- Iwasin the third Amtrack to cross the bndge As we came across, crested

" "over the bridge we pulled off to the s1de and we came to ahalt. There was an Amtrack. We

- noticed the packs were on fire, so I tne_d to pull up behind him and we were getting afire
extinuisher but we started to get enemy small arms fire at that point. Bverybody was getting out
of the Amtrack and we heard here was more than packs on fire, there was actually fire inside. So
we pulled off to provide security at the side of the roadi. At that time there was a lot of mortar |
” fire starting to fall,,and we noticed a building to the north probably 8 to 900 meters. We could
see plumes of smoke, which we believed that’e where the mortar fire was coming from.r The
crewchief on my t_tack, we fired his 50 cal and [ pretty much guided his rounds across. .The “

plumes stopped. There was a lot of radio traffic but nobody could seem to get a hold of anybody
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élse.} We then, basically, tha't’;ﬁ'\;&;hcn. the Wholé inci’d_ént sta,ri:ed. As far asthe rounds, we could
h'eari themn hit the tank befofe we heard the gun fire. Theard tﬁe machine gun bursfs and I knew

' lright away What it was. The chaiﬁ gun, I hate that, I grew up ﬁ_ext to a National Guard base. As
soon .as the rounds were hitting the tapk, I turned around to teli everyone they. needed to ufton up.
Before fhey co_ﬁld grab the hatches; thg,t’s W‘he_n all the bdmbléts pretty much.hit. At that pdint, I
didn’t know. I didnft actually see the ordinance fall. We 'dicin’t know. It cbuld_have been some

type of anti-personnel cartridge from artillery. Basically the bomblets hit right on top of our

track. One Marine was“ Hit him just below his flak jacket.

. COL ' o was that?

'SSGT — Corporal (R Another Marine next to him.. I didn’t actually get to see

him, bt Lvastold ot R 1< 3 v O

~ at that point. That was LCp_l- Right after that happened, I tried calming everybody
down. There was a lot of panic in the track. I got some Marines to pull the hatches closed. I
" was on the radio telling the other tracks that we needed to move, just because we were allin

line...
COL— You said these were bomblets. What do you mean by bomblets?
‘ 'SSGT- Basically, I could see all the balls hitting. They hit the ground and went back
B up in the air and then exploded. The only thing going through my mind was it was some type

artillery cartridgq or I know that’s what rockeye db_css It’s a lot of bomblets that are dropped.-

He made about three more passes after that. Well actually before that happened, where I was




: hefore, we got the stuff .closed}d was yelling at all the other tractors thatwe needed to move out-
of there, cause we were all ini line, he pretty much mad a run ri ght through all the tracks. One of
the tracks pu]led up on the road. I was also calhng him saymg we needed a corpsman Pulled up :
onto the road, when we got to the top of'the road we found out that the shots had taken our
steenng out. We dldn’t have any hydrauhcs Sol 1mmed1ate1y told him we needed to back otf
the road and we pulled back there, There was another track there. I had a fire team that went out |
to try to get the corpsman, cause no one was answering the rad10 I handed back my medic kit
.but everyone was looking at me saying this isn’t going to do anything for him. At that point they _
 said Cpl S vas dead. LCp1 UM he was~' So the Marines went |
out there, they got LCpl-_out of the track canSe he was eﬁﬂ able to walk and I know the
put him on another tractor. I can’t confirm Which one it was. Immediat‘eiy after that run, it

| seemed'like only seconds later ‘we were hit again. The rounds again, and then the same thing.

COL-The same thing?

a SSGT - Yes, Sir. I could hear the gun ﬁnng It raised the hair on the baok of your
neck. The bomblets this time, were more forward. They were hitting...I could hear them

~ bouncing off the TC hatch, and I could see them exploding in the site galss that’s around the TC;
~ At that point I t01d them that they needed to drop the ramr), that nve needed to get out of the track,
that there was no way we took another run...I'm sure none of us would have been there. The
rarnp di_dn’t go down. The crewchief went and opened the back hatch upA and then I' went down
from the inside. Every Marine was out of the track .exc_ept for Cp] Eu— 'fhere was no way
we could get him out of there. Tt Wotﬂd have taken half of them to do. -He was pretty bad at that

point. We went across the track. I was the last one out. Iwas yel]jng at the Marines to cross the
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* field cause I saw...It Tooked hkethere was buﬂt up c_iiiches‘ over there. '&;'Were ina wide open ‘:
. area. Mariﬁes started moving 'acr;oss.. We sfarted movmg }a(‘:fo’ss. ‘This t1me I heafd the gun '
‘again and then the roékeyé hit., I was one of the last ones th‘er’é and T gotv hit by one of the
exploéidﬁs and it tﬁrew me, buf Ididn’t end up ta]djbng‘any'shrapnel from it or anything. We
" moved into the ditches from there. Tnever really counted, but When'. I thought backvon' it that day

I would say there wére approximately seven runs. »
COL— Was thiere one aircraft or two?
SS_GT_ Honestly, Sir. There’s no way to tell that.

COL—Did you see the aircraft at any time?

. ‘SSGT- Céuid see it up in the air, but it was so high, when I actually heard the gunfire

aﬁd everytime he fired the gun, the rockeye was soon to follow, so it’s not ﬁke I wanted to sit

B theré and watch hun Iwas m almost knee deep water. When I heard the gun open up I just told - -

the Marines to get' down, down in the water. Isaw a couple of runs Where the bomblets hit the

' road so I said I could see them bouncing up and all the flashes there. Hé;d hit one of the
tracks...it was actually the one thgt was bui’ning befofe it got hit and it just blew up. It just split

the track in half almost.

COL SN, A\t this same time you were taking the fire from the fiiendly aircraft, you -

~ were also taking RPG?
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.SSGT_‘- never saw any RPGs by any means, Sir. Everybody was talkmg about itand

s

Tjust couldn’t believe those RPGs were flying...I never saw one. Inever saw an RPG the whole

~t1me.

OL—:What about artillery and mortars?

'SSGT-‘hey Were walkmg artillery in before the a1rcraﬁ hit, and T was stressing that

over the radio that artillery was getting close. It was some sort of HE or HEDP. Just throwmg

S up dut in the air you could see that they were,bracketing us. They seemed more ___ to wantto’

h1t the track on the road. It just_ke'pt getting hit over and over even though it was burning.
COL - Was there a lot of small arms fire going on too?

SSGT_ I could hear 1t Sir. But we were on the oppos1te side of the road. I guess one

of the other platoons They were taking small arms ﬁre ﬁ'om I guessit Would be the east side.

o Afcer we fired that 50 cal at the building up there, we were kmd of keeping an eye on that cause

we thought there might be enemy to the north and never saw any more plumes or anything so
either the enemy left or somebody-'. got hit. Off to.the west I thought we thought we could hear
rounds cracking over our heads We couldn’t really tell what direction they were coming, but we

had a couple of marines settmg In security Just to- make sure that there wasn’t any pos1t10ns

. After, I want to say the.. .probably about the fourth or fifth pass,- |
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‘ SSGT - No, I didn’t, Sir. Ine\rer. . .bes'ides just seeing him up there one time before
v;fhen T'heard the gun, when I heard the stuff hitting and. the gun, I just happened te glanee_ up real
qmck Like I said everytime he ﬁass’ed ‘thebombs ‘would drop too, so, when I heard the gun, it
was like, gef down, espeeieﬂy afcer beihg hit when getting out of tracter. Didn’t want to get

. We coniinu_ed'to push. We probably pushed...the ditches just

continued inland so, I pushed the Marines a couple more and we got accouhtability of What

iMarmes were there. Tt was kmd of chaotic...some u'acks out there Were apprommately three

~ tracks in all that were there different platoons and what-not .some of the Marines that were in :
my track, I know they got on other tracks. Some Marmes that were on those tracks were there so
it was kmd of hectic seeing who we had. We had no communication. Had a little ISR radio, 100
meters if you’re lucky...at that point we really didn’t know what Was going on. ..we_mw the
ether tracks had left butlﬁ'om_ where we were we couldn’t see how far awéy they were. 1 waht to
sey the aircraft eyentually stopped firing, it was approxih;ately seven passes. If got pretty quiet.

‘ Yeu could hear a lot of fighting going on eround where the bridge was...mortar fire, but it

'A waen’t anywhere near where we were so I’m not sure if that was friendly fire. The eastern
posmons were takmg fire. I’'m not sure. But it wasn’t close to us.. We were trymg to |
reorganize. Probably, I’'m guessing 30 35 minutes later a tank rolled up...it was a pretty good -

_sight. As soon as:he got there he said I'm low on fuel and he wanted us to walk him back to the

bridge.

COL“About how long after you crossed the bridge did you realize the A-10 was

running on you?




y - .
SSGT _ Tt was prbbabiy, I would guess about 9 minutes.

’

_ coL VN 1t v 2s very shortly after you crossed over the bridge?

SSGT— Yes, Sir. Atleast it vseem_ed short at the time. Once we come across, track
was on fire, pulied off to the road, maybe got a few hundred rounds eu't of the 50 cal downrange,
we reloaded and as soon as we reloaded that’s ‘when the A-10 had hit us I wouldn’t think it had

been more than 10 minutes. It may have only been 5 mihutes, but...it was pretty quick.
" COL- Do you have anything else?

. SSGT-The only other thmg we were talkmg about.. I’m monitoring the radio by the
TC hatch and I know that as we progressed along, Lleutenant he calls in the northings.. that’s
’pret-ty much his job...you hear the numbers what-not. I know there was something that was
, discussed. earlier but they thought we were way south...4 or 5 clicks from where we were. So I
" know that the numbers were beirlg passed off. You could always hear them. I wouldn’t eVen'
want to tell you a-'nu.mb'er because I couldn’t tell you without a shadow of a doubt’what the
numbers were but he calls it in and then he says 36 northmg roger 36.. pretty much he says it
and they answer back up. Iwasn’t really paying attention cause we were taking small arms fire
at the same time so, I know the lead trace was done at least to the end of the bridge...I'd say |
radio traffic was pretty chaotie L) ﬁ‘bm the bridge. ..eouldn’t have been more than 200 meters
 from the bridge at that point. There was no...I don’t think there was really anythn:\g Jjust this is
~ what we see kind of thing. It wasn’t this is where we’re at. The only other thing was the '

gl the Major asked me about.
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‘ COL’ T’ve got that information, thank youv.v In closing, T want to remind you that -

P .

this is an official interview and not to discuss your testimony with anyone without the board’s

permission or until the répOrt_has' been officially released to the public. Do you understand?

sscT I ves, i
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mterview with Cp! QR

12 April 03, 21:12 L -
COL - Go ahead and please state your name, rank and your social security number

~ andbillet.

. CPL- 'Corpofﬁl -Q(X-XX-X)O(X, Squad Leader.
o COL- Cpl -ny name is Colonel “ Under the direction of thé
o board president, Brigadier General William F. Hodgkins, we are investigating a ﬁ'iendly fire | :
_ inéident that occurred on 23 March 03 ﬁear An Nasiriya@ Iraq. This investigation conducted "
under DOD Instruction 6055.7 is sgﬁarate and apért frbn__i ajiy other investigationr that may have
been conducted concerning this incident. The purpose of this',in\}estigation is to produce a
bublicly releasable report on thé facts and ciréulhstances surrounding this iﬁcidént; and géthér
‘and "preservé‘c_raviden'ce fo_r use in claims, litigation, disciplinary acti'oﬁs, adverse administrative
procegdings, and for all other pﬁrposes. Your sworn testimoriy to me .may-be used for ‘any proper
B purpose.and may be released to the pubﬁc. Additionally the chain of command wﬂl review the |

. final report. Do you understand what 1 havé just read to you?"

CPL -Yes.

'COL - Finally, do you also understand that you are being interviewed as a witness
in this fr_iendly fire investigéﬁon and acknowledge .that no promise of conﬂdentiality hasbeen .

7’

extended to you?
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| vCPL- Yes.

_COL- Do you solemnly swear or affirm that the testimony you are about to give in

the matter now under inVestigation shall be the truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God?
COL— Would you please review for me what transpired and where you were in

" Charlie Company as you crossed the northern bridge? What transplred to the best of your

| knowledge in regard to the ﬁlendly fire incident once you crossed the bridge?

' ‘CPL-I was in the lead track, track 201 when we crossed the northern bndge The

first thing that I saw was actually artillery. Once we set out a short secunty the

first thing that came was artillery so we punched out the whole squad. I d1dn’t actually see the
A-10s tﬂl Ilooked up. They hadn’t ﬁred yet when I ﬁrst saw them, I just saw them flying
. overhead from south to north. The first time I became aware of them firing was when, actually
on my way back to the track. Itold my Vsquad_w'hen we were egressing back to the track, and
o right before I got to the door, 1 heard the buzzing of the cannon and right in front of my |

.’_ hatchway on my track it lit up the tractor. It didn’t hit. anybody at that time. Iproceeded to jump
on the track and Tlaid on my back so other people.could jump in on top. Ihad a clear view of
the -panse the small door was still open I'had a clear v1ew of the outside. I saw. them make

another pass, heard it, and I saw it hit the ground. I saw it hit LCp (Uil in the back, dropped

him and somebody lifted him up and put him on the track. Idid see, before I got on the tractor, a
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From what I was later told, that was a cease air |

~,missioh_.- After that I was enclosed in the track and had no view of the outside.

— Is that the extent of what you know? How many passes?

- I heard at least ﬁve to six buzzes of the cannon. I didn’t see it. But after the

first one that I did see, I heard about four or five more after that.
S =

— In closmg, I want to remind you that this is an oﬂimal mterv1ew andnotto -
discussyour testimony Wlth anyone wfchout the board’s permission or until the repo_rt has.been

officially released to the public. Do you understand?
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Interview with Cpl_ |
12 April 2003, 22:08 L :
COL‘lease state your name, rank and your social security number and your

billet.

I_—Corporal— XXX-XX-XXXX, Machine Gun Squad Leader,

Charlie Company, 1 Battahon 2" Marines.

-Cpl -my name is Colone1°Under the direction of the v

board premdent Bngadler General William F. Hodgkms we are investigating a fnendly fire

. incident that occurred on 23 March 03 near An Nasiriyah, Iraq. Th1s investigation conducted -

: urlder DOD Instruction 6055.7 is separare and apart from any other inVestigetion that may have
been conducted concemrngzthis incident.' I‘he purpose of this investigation is to produce a
publicly releasable report on the facts and circumstances surrounding this incident, and gather |
and preserve evidence for use in claims, litigation, d1sc1p]mary actions, adverse adrmmstratwe
proceedmgs, and for all other purposes Your sworn testlmony to me may be used for any proper -

: purpose and may be released to the_pubhc. Additionally the cham of command will review the

final report. Do you understand what I have just read to you?

ceL R ves

COL—Fina]ly, do you also understand that you are being interviewed as a Witness_
 in this friendly fire investigation and acknowledge that no promise of confidentiality has been

extended to you?




. CPL-Yes, Ido.

coL )RR Do you solemnly swear or affirm that the testimony you are about to give in

the matter now under investigation shall be the truth, and nothing but the ﬁ'uth, 50 help you God?
CPL-Yes.

CQL- Cpl—if you would you please relay to me where you were as you

crossed over the north bridge and what you saw relative to the friendly fire incident? |
CPL _When my track came over the north bridge, and we got out. ..

OL — What track were you in?

CPL{ 1 wes in track 211, which was hit by an RPG. .

OL- Which track of the formation was this?

CPL - I can ’t even remember how far back we &ae We weren’t too far back A
would say 3 to 5 tracks back. After we got out, I went to the berm to the left. When I looked to
the right and left I saw LCpI- a sawgunner to the left and one of my gunners and ammo
men o the right. During the chaos, with what was going on I heard airburst going on.. .and_I ‘

looked up in the air to see what...try to catch a glimpse of what was going on. I see the A-10
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flying around. Looked like he was dropping flares. I didn’t say anythirig to anybody, but I was

. thinking what is it doing? Well later on, after our Lieutenant comes over and gets us we get

]

word to get back in the track. So as we were all running to get back in the tracks, we, I hear this

sound; which I'had heard three times beforehand. Somebody tells me it’s an A-10.
. COL- Three times before this incident?

CPL— Yes, three tlmes before First time I got to the berm, we heard the sound I

don treally know how to descnbe it.
coL R Like 2 buzzsaw?

| CPL -Kinda like a buzzéaw, yes. Iheard that like three times; Ididn’t know if it was
arty o.r;: a plane or what. I just knew ﬁat everytime I heard it the Lieutenant said put your face in
the dirt, gét doﬁ. Sol gbt my face in the dirt. Somebody gave the word t‘o get back to the

\tracks: 'As we’re running across ihe road, I hear that sound again, and I look to my left and all I

" see is dirt popping up'ﬁ'oﬁa réunds hitting the deck. My only thought was oh shit. As I dived |
undermeath the track, and by the time I came to my éenses and ‘got back up, I see Cpl Wlllaying
there_ He got shot in the leg. Ilook over and I see LCpl-and
he said help me. Ilooked down at his lower back and it’s Just from where he got
shot. Aﬁer that we got back in the tracks and went back to the city and as we were going
through the city that track got hit, which I find out later on...I didn’t find out it was actually
friendly fire until everything cooled down which was probably that night or that evening. I

 talked to the tracker and I talked to some other friends who said it was friendly fire, it was the A-




\
| —

10. Said the A-10 had also caﬁgﬁt__ that second track and stopped it from;n:.{oving in the city.

. Stopped it dead in the city. That .W'as the last thing anybody said about it.

‘ 1

coL _ In closing, I want to remind you that this is an official interview and not to
discuss your testimony Wlth anyone w1thout the board’s permission or until the report has been

officially released to the public. Do you understand?

COL SN 1’11 back with Col iR and there’s some more information he’s brought
' to my attention. My previous statements and your oath are still under etfect, so will you please

relay to me what you just said?

PL- I ta]ked to some of the tractors beforehand. We went through the 01ty

—-_ Ons tratorsid b

got hit but another track said he was never touched by the A-10.

7L N e
coL S
. CPL_ Yes, Sir.
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Interview with Lance Corpbral'_

12 April 2003, 21:12 L

: COL— Go ahead and state your name, rank, social security number and your billet.

LCPL -ance Corporal -XXX-_XX-XXXX, rifleman, C Company,

1% Battalion, 2™ Marines.

CQL— My name is Colonel-and under the direction ot" the board
president, Bngadler General Wllham F. Hodgkins, we’ re investigating a friendly fire incident
that occurred on 23 March 03 near An Nasiriyah, Iraq. This mvestlgatlon, conducted under -
DOD Instruction 6055.7 is separate and apart from any other investigation that may have been
oonducted concernmg this incident. The purpose of this mves‘ugatlon is to produce a publicly

. releasable report on the facts and circumstances surrounding this incident and gather and
preserve e»vidence‘for use in claims, litigation, disciplinary actions, adverse admjnisfraﬁve

. proceedings and for all other purboses. Your sworn teSﬁmony to me m'ayvbe.used for ahy proper
pulpése'and may Be feleésed to the public. Additionally, the chain of command will review the

final report. Do_'ybu understand what I have just read to you?

LCPLA_ Yes, Sir.

COL~Finally, do you also understand that you are being interviewed as a witness
in this friendly fire investigation and acbowiédge that no promise of confidentiality ha‘s been

extended to you?
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COL- Do you solemnly swear or afﬁrm that the testimony you are about to give in

the matter now under i mvestlgatlon shall be the truth and nothmg but the truth, so help you God?

LCPL S =. si-.

COL— OK, Lance Corporal would you please relate to me ‘wh_e're you were when
your company crossed the northern bridge, in An Nasiriyah on the 23™ of March and your

knowledge relative to the friendly fire incident.-

LCPL _I don’t know exactly ‘when we crossed the bridge, because I was as far in

the track as possible, Sir. I'was right next to the radios underneath the TC hatch.

oL S vhich track?

'LCPL _I believe it was 211. I’m not sure of the number, Sir..if that’s the nght

number. But my troop commander was Lt-
CO__; First track, second track, third track?.

LCPL —I don’t know, I couldn’t tell you Slr When we crossed the bridge, like 1

sa1d I don’t know where we were, cause I couldn’t see. But when we got hit...our track got hit
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